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DEDICATION. 



TO THE 



Honorable C^sar Rodney, 

Late. Attorney General to the United States 

of America^ 

Commissioner to the Spanish Provinces^ 

Sfc. Sfc. 



Dear Sir, 

IT is now nearly four years since 
you were so kind as to cheer the Hterary 
efforts of one who was altogether personally 
unknown to you, and who sensibly feels how 
feeble were his claims to such condescension 
from such a character. May I beg of you 
to impute my silence on the subject to. any 
thing rather than a spirit of ingratitude, and 
to believe, that in requesting you to accept 
the dedication of this volume, I mean rather 
to acknowledge than repay, the obligation. 
The voice of encouragement from a distant 
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hemisphere^ — from an utter stranger — and 
that stranger amongst the eminent of his 
nation, might excuse some sentiment of 
vanity even in the most modest. In the 
young Irish candidate for distinction, per- 
haps the excuse might be carried even to 
indulgence. Indeed there are few countries 
in which such an aspirant has so much to 
encounter. Our aristocracy (the natural 
patrons of a nation's genius) have been pro- 
vincialized into the very worst kind of par- 
tizanship — into a struggle — not for honours 
or principle, but for the sordid emoluments 
and rancorous exercise of official station, 
and this contention, branded as it is, bv 
every bad passion, presents no one feature 
of agreement save an upstart family conceit, 
a very stupid, a very ignorant, and a very 
unfounded self-appreci ati on . Between these 
precious factions Ireland is partitioned — 
they scnitinize every probationer — they 
tempt every profession — and if the adventu- 
rous candidate for honourable fame disdains 
to subscribe himself as the retainer of the 
one, or the brawler of the other^ he is pi*o- 
scribed for sacrifice by the conspiracy of 
both — denounced as a rebel by the slaves in 




place, and as an helot by the slaves in ex- 
pectancy. Such is, with but very few 
exceptions, the state to which foreign gold 
and native improbity have reduced this once 
prosperous and independent country ! A 
solemn warning to the nations of the earth, 
that when they once barter that priceless 
independence, the very blessings of heaven 
will become a curse and a degradation — their 
spirit will sting them with a scorpion rest- 
lessness — and the genius which survives their 
fall either wander a mendicant upon distant 
bounty, or flash its fitful and sepulchral 
gleam upon the corruption into which they 
have degenerated. What a frightful picture 
— what a fiery ordeal for honourable ambi- 
tion ! Alas ! if the spirit should not faint, 
or the heart break in the process, what a 
reflection is it for the ardent mind, that per- 
haps, at the close of a calamitous career, 
some generous few may balance with a 
posthumous eulogium on its talents, the 
cruel penalties inflicted on its principles. 
This is a very painful subject, yet I am not 
sorry it suggested itself — it naturally associ- 
ates the fame of that republic where so 
many of my countrymen have found a re- 
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iuge, and where your's have proved their 
noble title to liberty not more by the valour 
with which they extorted, than by the spirit 
with which they are extending it. The 
framers of her constitution have made it an 
incident almost peculiar to America, that 
the whole world has an interest in her pros- 
perity. With her, industry is the only 
wealth — virtue the only claim — -talents the 
only distinction — reHgion teaches her that 
all its varieties of sect have one common pa- 
rent, and her wisdom feels that no traitorous 
ascendancy should exclude him, who bears 
the burthens, from a share in the benefits of 
the constitution. It is both morally and 
physically impossible that such a people 
should not prosper — in fact, every hour of 
freedom has been either consolidating their 
strength or contributing to their glory ; and 
it has been a magnificent rebuke to the 
despotic scoffers who would have unplumed 
their eagle, that when they might have felt 
its vengeance, they found its protection — 
the exiled aristocrat has kissed your shore, 
and the unsceptred puppet of European 
royalty, knelt for sanctuary at the tomb of 
Washington. That the valour of their arms 
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may guard the independence — the wisdom 
of their rulers economize the resources, and, 
the fraternity of their people for ever conso- 
lidate the union of your states, is not only 
my prayer, but that of all my countrymen 
who are not at once slaves to the powerful 
and tyrants to the ppor. 

You will perceive, my dear sir, even from 
this volume, that some Irishmen were formed 
for immortality — men, worthy of a better day 
than that in which they lived, and destined, 
perhaps, though pot to save their country, 
yet to teach their children the priticiples of 
its redemption. Let it become the manual 
of your young Americans, that, when their 
cheeks redden and their hearts burn at the 
treachery which betrayed us, their humbled 
nature may find some consolation in the 
memory of those whose poverty could not 
be bought, and whose ambition could not be 
corrupted. 

V have the honour to be. 
Dear Sir, 
Your's, very sincerely, 

CHARLES PHILLIPS. 

99, Grafton Street, Dublin, 
December 1, 1818. 



PREFACE. 



. THE malignant prejudices of a northern 
critic, so self-sufficiently pronounced against 
the Irish school of eloquence, determined me 
upon collecting siich materials as might give 
file impartial an opportunity of judging for 
themselves. In doing this I am solely in- 
fluenced by a paramount affection for that 
country which has been thus exposed to the 
most unmitigated defamation. I take up 
with pleasure the gauntlet which has been 
flung down, and in asserting the oratorical 
equality of Ireland with either England or 
Scotland, taken individually, I refer to the 
present Volume as my proof, and boldly 
challenge the production of another which can 
bear the comparison. A ridicule of the Irish 
character — an exposure of its faults, and an 
exaggeration of its foibles, became of late 
years a kind of national coxcombry which 
was at once too conceited to learn, too igtio- 



rant to argue, and so hopelessly prejudiced as 
to defy correction. Whatever might have 
been their differences upon other points, 
whenever Ireland became the topic, all par- 
ties, like the ancient Romans on the approach 
of an enemy, agreed upon a temporary coali- 
tion. Our northern neighbours, contrary to 
their usual rule, joined in the spoliation which 
afforded no gain, and honest John Bull, su- 
percilious towards every country but his own, 
in such a cause forgot his nature and at ob- 
vious hazards shook hands with the Scotchman: 
Ireland became the Boeotia of the empire — 
her Pindaric beam blazed in vain upon the 
blindness of prejudice, and her modest virtues, 
her hospitality as ardent as her chastity was 
austere, could find no source except in " an 
imperfect civilization/^ If such had really 
been the character of a people so calum- 
niously misrepresented — if their minds had 
been so uneducated, and their hearts so 
depraved, perhaps it might not be without its 
moral to enquire whether they formed an 
anomaly in the scheme of Providence, or 
whether their errors sprung from the fatuity 
of misgovernment — perhaps, after all, the 
audacious impiety of the accusation might 
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resolve itself into the culpable impolicy of the 
accuser. But we need not stoop to the humi- 
liation of such an enquiry. Amid the din of 
this ungrateful jargon, we need only ask, to 
whom at this moment owes the senate, its 
eloquence ; the army, its leader ; the council, 
its representative ; or the stage its most na- 
tural personification of the passions ? If the 
comparison be thus forced on us, in the ap- 
propriation of the national character, we shall 
substantiate our claims to far more than our 
territorial apportionment. 

The recent political connection of the 
countries rendered the peculiarities of each 
an object of more than usual interest to the 
other, and, of course, whatever struck most 
by its novelty or its boldness was naturally 
subjected to a proportionate criticism. The 
transfer of the Irish parliament brought more 
immediately under the English eye, the elo- 
quence which had so characterized that as- 
sembly and convinced England that the style 
which had enchanted her in Burke and in 
Sheridan was not so much an individual 
deviation in them as in some sort an ap- 
pendage to their nativity — a kind of mental 
complexion distinguishing their origin and 
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derived at once from their country and their 
ancestors. 

The harmony of the Irish system had been 
disturbed, and as its affrighted orbs shot one 
by oqe through the poHtical firmament, their 
brilHant aberrations were the alternate theme 
of amazement or condemnation. In the latter 
class the most plaintive and the most pitiable 
were the seers of Scotland — it was no wonder 
— their northern lights were dimmed by the 
excessive splendour, and every little purblind 
sans culotte philpsopher who could not see 
through the cloud of his mountain prejudices 
announced an eclipse or foretold a conflagra- 
tion ! The alarm was raised and the national 
taste was more than endangered, forsootlj, by 
the barbarous corruption of the Irish style. 
That this style is peculiar there is no doubt, 
and so is every style in the fine arts which 
has distinguished any individual nation — 
thus we speak of the German drama — the 
Italian music — the Flemish painting — and, 
in short, of each combination of national 
characteristics, which, in their respective 
branches, forms what we technically called 
a school. But is this individuality a reason 
for condemning the pretensions of geniui^? 
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Certainly not, with any candid mind. Those 
pretensions should only be judged by their 
practical effect, and to this standard I submit 
without reservation the claims of Ireland to 
the meed of eloquence. 

In the series of great masters, some of 
whose fragments I have hei;e collected, there 
will be found evident traces of a common 
origin. The same lofty sentiment — the same 
wildness of imagery — the same impassioned 
declamation — the same power either of the 
pathetic or the humourous — the same abso- 
lute mastery over the human heart, to which, 
indeed, rather than to the judgment, they 
frequently apply themselves. This is one 
of their undeniable peculiarities — persuasion 
rather than conviction is their usual object, 
but both are the legitimate means of oratory, 
and perhaps if one was compelled to decide 
between them, the first would be considered 
both as the more effective and the more na- 
tural — much of courfe depends on the occa- 
sion, but on every human topic, man will be 
found most defenceless on the side of his 
passions. Such is the too true and pitiable 
condition of humanity. v 

Another peculiarity, and one indeed which 
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has been most condemned is, the continual 
recurrence of imagery. No doubt the abuse 
of this, hke all other abuses, is censurable, 
but still its exercise, even in the extreme, is 
very fascinating, and few who have been in 
the habit of attending public meetings can 
deny its eflfect. The untutored heart speaks 
in imagery — it is the first language of a na- 
tion's infancy, and like every thing attached 
to infancy, it retains a charm — it is the vo^ 
cabulary of nature, and until man be so 
hardened and polished that nature's weapons 
must rebound from him, it will not plead in 
vain. Indeed the very face of nature itself 
must be changed ere the genius of Ireland 
ceases to express itself in imagery — it opens 
its infant eye upon the wildness of Creation, 
the romantic and the magnificent identifjr 
thefmselves with its imagination, the mind 
never can reject their association, and resorts 
for the illustration of its more matured ideas 
to the rock, and the torrent, and the mountain 
with which its childhood had been familiar. 

The grand mistake into which pur modern 
critics have fallen, upon the subject of elo-^ 
quence, has been in subjecting to the saitt^ 
f Ules the essay composed to be read and the 
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speech arranged to be delivered. No two 
things in the. world can be more opposite. 
What might appear extravagant in the one is 
chaste in the other, and the allusion studiously 
suited to inflame the delirium of a crowd must 
appear wild and rhapsodical in the seclusion 
of the closet. The scene— the surrounding 
objects — the materials to be worked — the end 
to be obtained and the means to be used are 
ail different. The reader, in the silence of 
retirement, sees nothing but his book and 
may pause for observation at the close of 
every period — the hearer, on the contrary, all 
eye and ear, hurried away by the rapidity of 
his feelings, and heated by the sympathy of 
his associates^ has no time to criticise the 
evanescent image, which, delighting him at 
the moment, may owe its whole success to 
the tone in which it is uttered, or the gesture 
that accompanies it. The critic, therefore, 
who analyzes a speech ought not, in my 
mind, to require so much a permanent effect 
as a momentary attainment. If the object of 
the orator be answered, his task is ended, 
and it can detract nothing from his merit to 
say he has triumphed by means which the 
cooler judgment cannot sanction. Hisinstru- 
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ment may be the most fantastic or extrava- 
gant — he may terrify by a phantom — delude 
by a sophism, or mislead by an airy and 
unsubstantial meteor : the question is not, 
were they intimidating, visionary and delu- 
sive, but were they such as might achieve his 
victory. This may not square with the rules 
and ordinances by which, according to closet 
criticism, perfection is to be adjusted ; but 
true genius rejects their application, and the 
literary Procrustes, who would torture it to 
any prescribed dimensions, will rarely find it 
survive the operation. The efforts of the 
orator, like the efforts of the dramatist, tend 
to the production of a publi? effect rather 
than to the satisfaction of a syllable-weighing 
pedantry. — With such a censor Curban is 
too wild, and Demosthenes too studied, and 
Shakespeare, speaking with the tongue of 
nature, a victim to the Unities. 
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* 

Edmund Burke* was born in Dublin on 
the first day of January 1730; commenced 
his education at Bally tore, in the county of 
Carlo w, and completed it in the University 
of Dublin. Having finished his academical 
studies, he applied for the then vacant logic 
chair of Glasgow, but being disappointed he 
repaired to London and entered himself as a 
law student on the books of the Middle 
Temple. While there, his principal support 
wa^ derived from his contributions to the 
periodical publications of the day ; however, 



^ A friend has suggested the possibility of Ireland's being 
denied the credit of Burke, because he did not reside in the 
•ountry. Burke was twenty-three years old before he left his 
native land and regularly yisitefl it once a year for forty years 
after. However, the idea is rWiculous. We may as well be 
denied the honour of Barry, because his paintings are conBned 
to the Adelphi, or of Lord Wellington, because his glory was 
Required in |he Peninsula. Will England resign her claims to 
Howard and the Duke of Marlborough, or will our Edinborough 
friends contend that emigration is a bar against nativity P Alas ! 
if so, upon how few wimc tnen can Scotland calculate. Perhaps, 
however, there is not^ ip every point of view, a more unadul-; 
tarated specimen of the Irish school than Mr. Burke. He was 
j}0culiarh/ an Irishman. 
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on the appointment of the celebrated Single 
Speech Hamilton to the secretaryship of Ire- 
land, he accompanied him with a pension of 
thrcQ hundred pounds a-year. On his return to 
London, his writings introduced him to the 
Marquis of Rockingham, through whoge in- 
terest he was first returned to parliament for 
the borough of Wendover, inBucki nghamshire* 
The events of his long political life are re- 
corded in the history of the country to which 
be devoted his time and talents. Public men 
have, of course, viewed his conduct through 
the medium of their principles, but whatever 
may have been the diversities of opinion as to 
his consistency, there have been none as to 
the amazing strength of his mind and splen- 
dour of his eloquence. The Speech which I 
have selected as the most characteristic spe- 
cimen of his genius is that which he pro- 
nounced on the necessity of conciliating 
America. Fatally for England, but fortu- 
nately for the world, his advice was rejected^ 
and the persecuted colony has sprung into a 
noble republic, in w:hose example the crimes 
of Europe find a CQrrectiVe and its afflicted 
virtue an asylum. Mr. Burke died in July 
1797, and was, by his own desire, privately 
interred in the church of Beaconsfield. 
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IRISH ELOQUENCE. 



Mr. Burke's Resolutions for Conoi^-iation 

WITH THE Colonies. 



ON the order of the diiy being read^ 

Mr. Burke rose and addressed the House as follows : 

I hope, Sir, that notwithstanding the austerity of the 
chair, your good nature will incline you to some degree of 
indulgence towards human frailty. You will not think it 
unnatural, that, those who have an object depending, which 
strongly engages their hopes and fears, should be somewhat 
inclined to superstition, ^s I came- into the House full of 
anxiety about the event of my motion, I found, to my in- 
finite surprise, that the grand penal bill by which we had 
passed sentence on the trade and sustenance of America, is 
to be returned to us from the other House'^. I do confess, 
I could not help looking on this event as a fortunate omen. 
I look upon it as a sort of providential favour ; by which 
we are put once more in possession of our deliberative 
capacity, upon a business so very questionable in its nature, 

so very uncertain in its issue. By the return of this bill, 

> ■ ■ — ■ ■ — i ■ I — -- '■■ — — — — — ' ' 

. * The act to restrain the trade and commerce of the provinoes qf 



Massachusetts Bay and New Hampshire, and colonies of Connecticut 
and Rhode Island, and Providence Plantation, in North America, to 
Great Britain, Ireland, and the British islands in the West Indies ; and 
io prohibit such provinces and colonies from carrying on any fishery on 
the banys of Ntewfoundland, and other places therein mentioned, nnde^ 
certain conditipn^and limitations. 
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4 IRISH ELOQUENCE. 

which seemed to have taken its flight for everi we are at this 
very instant nearly as free to choosy a plan for oi\r American 
governments as we were on the first day of the session. If, 
Siry we incline to the side of conciliation, we are not at all 
embarrassed (unless we please to make ourselves so) by any 
incongruous mixture of coercion and restraint. We are 
therefore called upon, as it were^, by a superior warning 
voice, again to attend to America; to attend to the whole 
of it together ; and to review the subject with an unusual 
degree of care and calmness. 

Surely it is an awful subject ; or there is none so on this 
side of the grave. When I first hud the honour of a seat in 
this House, the affairs of that continent pressed themselves 
upon us, as the must important and most delicate object of 
parliamentary attention. My little share in this great deli- 
beration oppressed me. I found myself a partaker in a 
very high trust ; and having no sort of reason to rely on the 
strength of my natural abiliti<^s for the proper execution of 
that trust, I wasobliged to take more than common pains^ 
to instruct myself in every thing which relates to our 
colouies. I was not less under the necessity of forming 
some fixed ideas, concerning the general policy of the British 
empire. Something of this sort seemed to be indispensable ; 
in order, amidst so vast a fluctuation of passions and opi- 
nions, to concenter my thoughts; to ballast my conduct; 
to preserve me from being blown about by every wind of 
fashionable doctrine. 1 really did not think it safe, or manly, 
to have fresh principles to seek upon every fresh mail which 
fihould arrive from America. 

At that period, I had the fortune to find myself in per- 
fect concqrrence with a large majority in this House. — 
Rowing nnder that high authority, and penetrated with the 
ftharpnese and strength of that early impression, I have 
continued ever since^ witbont the least d^viatipp in fnjf 



bVigibal sentinrents. Whether this be owing to an obstinate 
perseverance in error, or to a religious adherence to what ap^^ 
pears to me truth and reason, it is in your equity to judge. . 

Sir, parliameht hisiving an enlarged vieW of objectd, 
niade, during this interval, more frequent chiaiiges in their 
isentiments and their Conduct than could be justified in a 
particular person upon the contracted scale of private in- 
formation. But though I do not hazard any thing ap->- 
proaching to a censure on the motives of former parliaments 
to all those alterations, one fact is undoubted ; that under 
them the Estate of America has been kept in continual agita- 
tion. Every thing administered as a reihedy to the public 
complaint, if it did kiot produce, was at least followed by, 
an heightening of the distemjper, until, by a variety of ex- 
periments, that important country has been brought into hei" 
firesent situation ; — a situation which I will not miscall, 
which I dare not name-; which I .scarcely know how to 
comprehend in thie tetms of any descriptioi^. 

In this posture, Sir, things stood at the beginning of th^ 
sressioYi. About that time, a worthy member (Mr. Rose 
Fuller) of great parliamentary experience, who, in the 
year 1766, filled the chair of the American comrhittee with 
much ability, took me aside ; and, lamenting the present 
aspect of our politics, lold me, things were come to such a 
pass, that our former methods of proceeding in the House 
would be MO lotiger tol-erated. That the public tribunal 
Xncver too indulg'ent to a long and unsuccessful opposition) 
ivould now sci'utinize our conduct with unusual severity.^ 
That the very vicissitudes and shiftings of ministerial mea- 
sures, instead of convicting their authors of inconstancy and 
^ant of system, would be taken as an occasion of charging 
as with a predetermined disconteht> \\'hich nothing could 
>9atisfy ; whilst we accused every ttieasbre of vigour as cruel^ 
«tfid every proposal of lenity ^s weak and irresolute. Ttiii 
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public, he said, would not have patiepce to see us play the 
game out with our adversaries : we must produce pur hand. 
It would be expected, that those who for many ycsars had 
been active in such affairs should shew that they b^fl formed 
some clear and decided idea of the principles of cplony go* 
vernment ; and were capable of drawing out som^thipg like 
a platform of the ground, which might be laid for future ^»d 
permanent tranquillity. 

I felt the truth of what my honourable frie^i^ represented; 
but I felt my situation too. His applicatiQp might have 
been made with far greater propriety to mwy other gentle- 
men. No man was indeed ever better disposed, or wor^ 
qualified, for such 9in undertaking than myself. Thoujgh I 
gave so far into his opinion, that I immediately threw my 
thoughts into a sort of parliamentary fprm, I w^^ by no 
means equally ready to produce, them. It generally argues 
some degree of natural impotence of mind^ or some want of 
knowledge of the world, to hazard plans of government, 
except from a seat of authority. Propositions are made, 
not only ineffectually^ but somewhat disreputably, when the 
minds of men are not properly disposed for their reception ; 
and for my part, I am not ambitlQus of ridicule ; no( abso- 
lutely a candidate for disgrace. 

Besides, Sir, to speak the plain truth, I have in general 
no very exalted opinion of the virtue of paper government ; 
nor of any politics in which the plan is to be wholly 3epa- 
rated from the execution. Jint when 1 saw that anger and' 
violence prevailed every day more and mo^e ; and that 
things were hastening , towards an incurable ^ieni^tion of 
Qur colonies ; I confess my caution gave vvay. I felt this, 
as one of those few moments in \\'hich decorum yields to 
an higher duty. Public calamity is a mighty leveller ; and 
there are occasions when any, even the slightest chance of 
doing good| must be laicl hold on> ?ven by the most incoii- 
siderable person. 
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To restote order and repos^ to an empire so great and 
so distracted as ours, is, merely in the attempt, an mider« 
taking that would ennoble tlie flights of the highest genius, 
and obtain pardon for the efforts of the meanest under- 
standing. Struggling a good while with these thoughts, 
bj degrees I felt mjs#lf more firm. I derived, at length, 
some confidence from what, in other circumstances, usually 
produces timidity. I grew less anxious, even from the 
idea of my own insignificance. For, judging of what you 
are, by what you ought to be, I persuaded myself that yoa 
would, not reject a reasonable proposition, because it had 
nothing but its reason to recommend it. On the other 
hand, being totally destitute of all shadow of influence, 
natural or adventitious, I was very sure, that, if my proposi- 
tion were futile or dangerous ; if it were weakly conceived, 
or improperly timed, there was nothing exterior to it, of 
power to awe, dazzle, or delude you. You will see it just 
as it is ; and you will treat it just as it deserves. 

The proposition is peace. Not peace through the me- 
dium of war ; not peace to be hunted through the labyrinth 
of intricate and endless negociations ; not peace to arise out 
of universal discord, fomented from principle, in all parts 
of the empire ; not peace to depend on the juridical deter- 
mination of perplexing questions, or the precise marking 
the shadowy boundaries of a complex government. It is 
simple peace, sought in its natural course, and in its ordi- 
nary haunts — it is peace sought in the spirit of peace, -and 
laid in principles purely pacific. I propose, by removing 
the ground of the difierence, and by restoring the former 
unsuspecting confidence of the colonies in the mother country^ 
to give permanent satisfaction to your people; and (far 
from a scheme of ruling by discord) to reconcile them to 
each other in the saniie act, and by the bond of the very 
same interest, which reconciles them to British govern- 
ment. . B 4 
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My id«a is DOthing more. Refined policy ever has beeri 
the parent of confu^on, and ever will be sb, as long as 
the world endures. Plain good intention, which is as easily 
discovered at the first view, as fraud is surely detected at 
last, is, let mie say, of no mean force in the government of 
ihankind. Genuine simplicity of heart i^ an healing and 
cementmg principle. My plati, therefore, being fohned 
upon the roost simple grounds imaginable, may disappoint 
some people when they hear it. It has nothing to recom- 
mend it to the pruriency of curious ears. There is nothing 
at all new and captivating in it. It has nothing of the 
splendour of the project, which has been lately laid upon 
your table by the noble lord in the blue ribbon*. It 
does not propose to fill your lobby with squabbling colony 
agents, who will require the interposition of your mafce, at 
every instant, to keep the peace amongst them. It does not 
institute a magnificent auction of finances where captivated 
provinces come to general ransom by biddihg against each 
other, uutil ydii knock down the hammer, and determines a 
proportion of paytnents^ beyond all the powers of algebra to 
equalize arid Settle. 

The plan, which I shall presume to suggest, derived, 
however, one great advantage from the proposition, and 
registry of that noble lord's project. The idea of concili- 
ation is {Admissible. First, the House in accepting the 
resolution moved by the noble lord, has admitted, notwith- 
standing the menacing frorijt df bUr address, not^vithstanding 
our heavy bill of pains and penalties — that we do not 
think ourselves precluded from all ideas of free grace and 
bounty. 

The House has gone faHhei"; it has declared concili- 
ation admissible, pitvious to any submission on the part of 



* Resolution moved for by Lord North in the committee ; and 
Agreed to by the Housej Feb. £7. 
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nmerica. It bas even shot a good deal beyond that markj 
and bas admitted, tbat (he complaints of our former mode 
of exerting the right of taxation were Hot wholly un- 
founded. That right thus exerted is allowed to have had 
sometbiug reprehensible iu it ; something unwise, or some^ 
thing grievous ; since, in the midst of our heat and resent- 
ment, we, of ourselves, have proposed a capital alteration ; 
and, in order to get rid of what seemed so very exception- 
able, have instituted a mode that is altogether new ; one 
that is, indeed, wholly alien from all the ancient methods 
and forms of parliament. 

The principle of this proceeding is large enough for my 
purpose. The means proposed by the noble lord for carry*- 
rag his ideas into execution, I think, indeed, are very in- 
differently suited to the end ; and this I shall endeavour to 
shew you before I sit down; But, for the present, T tak^ 
my ground on the admitted principle. I mean to give peace; 
Peace implies rex:onciliation ; and where there has been a 
material dispute, reconciliation does in a manner always 
imply concession on the one part or on the other. In this 
state of things I make no difficulty in affirming, that the 
proposal ought to originate from us. Great and acknow- 
ledged force is not impaired, either in effect or in opinion, 
by an unwillingness to exert itself. The superioi^ poWef 
may offer peace with honour and with safety. Such aii 
offer, from such a power, will be attributed to magnanimity. 
But the concessions of the weak are the concessions of fear. 
When such a one is disarmed^ he is wholly at the mercy of 
his sup'erior ,- and he loses for ever that tioie and those 
chances, which> as they happen to ail men, are the strengfk 
and resources of all inferior power; 

The capital leading questions on which you must this day 
decide, are these two. First, whether you ought to colli 
tede; and, .secondly, what your concession ought to bt% 
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erudition, which even then marked him as one of tb^ firdi 
literary characters of his age, he has added a consum* 
mate knowledge in the commercial interest of his country; 
formed by a long course of enlightened and discriminating 
experience. 

Sir, I should be inexcusable in coming after such a per- 
son with any detail, if a great part of the members who now 
fill the House had not the misfortune to be absent when he 
appeared at your bar. Besides, Sir, I propose to take the 
matter at periods of time somewhat different from hi?. 
There is, if 1 mistake not^ a point of view, from whence 
if you will look at this subject it is impossible that it should 
not make an impression upon you. 

I have in my hand two accounts ; one a comparative stat^ 
of the ekport trade of England to its colonies, as it stood in 
the year 1704, and as it stood in the year 1772. The 
other a state of the export trade of this country to its co^ 
lonies alone, as it stood in 177^, compared with the whole 
trade of England to all parts of the world (the colonies 
included) in the year 1704. They are from good vouchers; 
the latter period from the accounts on your table, the 
earlier from an original manuscript of Davenant, who iirst 
established the inspector general's office, which has been 
ever since his time so abundant a source of parliamentary 
information. 

The export trade to the colonies consists of three great 
branches. The African, which, terminating almost wholly 
in the colonies, must be put to the account of their com^ 
merce ; the West Indian ; and the North American. All 
these are so interwoven, that the attempt to separate them 
would tear to pieces the contexture of the whole ; and if not 
^entirely destroy, would very much depreciate the value of 
isll the parts. I therefore consider these three denomination^ 
h> be, what in effect they are, one trader 
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The trade to the colonies^ taken on the export side^ at 
the beginning of this century, that is^ in the year 1704, 
stood thus : 

Exports to North America, and the West Indies £4BSfi65^ 
To Africa . , ^ . . ^ ^ - ^ . - . 86,665 



569,930 



In the year 177^^ which I take as a middle year between 
the highest and lowest of those lately laid on your table, the 
account was as follows ; 

To North America, and the West Indies - ^4,7^1,734 
To Africa .--.--^-r--- 866,398 
To which if you add the export trade from Scot- 
land, which bad in 1704 no existence ... 364,000 



6,022,132 



From five hundred and odd thousand, it has grown to six 
nriiUions. It has increased no less than twelve-fold. This is 
the state of the colony trade as compared with itself at these ^ 
two periods, within this c^sntjiiiy 'y — and this is matter for 
meditation. Bat this is not all. Examine my second 
^ixount. See how the export trade to the colonies alon^ 
in 1772 stood in the other poiiit of view, that is, as cono- 
pared to the whole trade of England in 1704r 
The whole export trade of England, including 

that to the colonies in 1704 - - - ^ «£6,509,000 
lg)xpprt to the colonies alone in 177? - - r 6,024,000 



Pifference - 485,000 



The trade with America alone is now within less thaq 
StOOfiOOl, of being equal to what ihis great commercial 
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UBtion^ England^ carried on at the begimiiDg of this ceo- 
tuvj . with the whole world ! If I had taken the largest 
year of those oo your table, it would rather have exceeded'. 
But k wiU be said, is not this American trade an unnalttrai 
piotud^raace^ that has drawn the juices from the rest of the 
body I The reverse. It is the very food that has nourished 
every other part into its present magnitude. Our general 
trade has been greatly augmented ; and augmented more or 
less id: almost eveiy piirl to which it e^r extumdeil; but 
with this material difference^ diat of the six miUiotiB wkieii 
in the beginning of the century constituted the wtfofe' m^s 
of' our export commerce, the colony trade was but one-* 
twelfth part; it is now (as a part-of sixteen milliona) con- 
siderably more than a third of the whotei Thifc is the 
relative proportion of th«^ importance of the colonies at these 
two periods : and all reasoning concerning our mode of 
treating them must have this proportion as its basis ; or it is 
a reasoning weak, rotten, and sophistical. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot prevail on myself to hurry over 
this great consideration. It is good for us to be here. We 
stand where we have an immense view of what is, and what 
is past. Clouds indeed, and darkness^ rest upon the fttture. 
Let us> however, before we descend fromp this noble emi- 
nence, reflect that this growth of our national prosperity^ 
has happened within the short period of the life of man. 
It has happened within OB years; l%ere are those alive 
whose memory might touch the two extremities. For in* 
stance, my Lord Bathurst might remember all the stages 
of the progress. He was in 1704 of an age at least to be 
made to comprehend such things. He was then old enough 
acta parentum jam legere, et qua sit poterit cognoscere 
virttis. — Suppose, Sir, that the angel of this auspicious 
youth, foreseeing the many virtues, which' made him one 
of the most s^niable, as he is one of ths most fortunsUe 
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a^en of his age, bad opened to him in vision, diat, wfaei^ 
ra the fourth gen^atioo, the third prince of the house of 
BruiiBwick had. sat twelve years on the throne of that 
nation, which (by the happy issue of moderate and heaKbg 
councils) was to be made Great Britain, he $I|0uld see hia 
son, lord chancellor of England, turn back the current of 
hereditary dignity to its fountain, and raise him. to an 
higher rank of peerage, whilst he enriched the famUy with 
a new one;^f amidst these bright and happy sceaes* of 
domestic honour and prosperity, that angel shooid hwe 
drawn up the curtain, and unfolded the risii^ glories of bis 
country, and Whilst he was gazbg with admiration on the 
t^en commercial grandeur of England, the > gemis shooid 
pc^nt out to him a little speck^ scarce i^^leintlhe mass of 
the naticMial interest, a small seminali principle, raidier than 
9 formed body> and should tell him^ — *^ Young man, there is 
America — which at this day sei:ves for liltle more than to 
amuse you with atories of savage men, and uncouth manners ; 
yet shall, before; you taste of death, shew itself equal to the 
whole of that commerce which now attracts the envy of the 
world. Whatever England- has been growing to by a pro- 
gressive increase of iniproYcmcnt, brought in by varieties of 
people, by succession of civilising conquests and civilising 
settlements in a series of 1,700 years, you shall see as muck 
added to her by America in the course of a single life !" If 
this state of his country had been foretold to him, would it 
not require all the sanguine credulity of youth, and all the 
fervid glow of enthusiasm, to make him believe it ! For- 
tunate man, he has lived to see it! Fortunate indeed, if be 
lives to see nothing that shall vary the prospect, and cloud 
the setting, of his day ! 

Excuse me. Sir, if turning from such thoughts, I resume 
this coiiq>arative view once more. You have seen it o» a 
large scale ; look at it on a small one. I will point out. to 
your attention a particular instance of it in the single pro- 
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yince of Pennsyhrauia. In the year 1704, ^at province 
called for 1 1,459/. in value of your commodities^ native and 
foreign. This was the whole. What did it demand in 
1772 ? Why nearly fifty times as much ; for in that 
year the export to Pennsylvania was 507,9O9l» nearly 
equal to the export of all the colonies together in the 
iirst period. 

X choose. Sir, to enter into these minute and partipular 
details ; because generalities, which in all other cases are 
apt to heighten and raise the subject, have here a tendency 
to sink it. When we speak of the coiiimerce with our 
colonies, fiction lags after truth ; invention is unfruitful, and 
imagination cold and barren. 

So far, Sir, as to the importance of the object in the view 
of its commerce, as concerned in the exports from England. 
If I were to detail the imports, I could shew how many 
enjoyments they procure, which deceive the burthen of life ; 
how many materials which invigorate the springs of national 
industry, and extend and animate every part of our foreign 
and domestic commerce. This would be a curious subject 
indeed — but J. must prescribe bounds to myself in a matter 
so vast and various.- 

I pass therefore to the colonies in another point of view, 
their agriculture. This they have prosecuted with such a 
spirit, that, besides feeding plentifully iheir own growing 
multitude, their annual export of grain, compr^ending 
irice, has some years ago exceeded a million in value. Of 
their last harvest, I am persuaded, they will export much 
more. At the beginning of the century, some of these 
jcolonies imported porn from the mother country. For 
^ome time past, the old world has been fed from the new\ 
The scarcity which you have felt would have been a 
desolating famine, if this child of your old age, with a true 
^lial piety, .with a .Roman charity, had not put the fiil| 
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Wast of its youthful exuberance to the mouth of its 
exhausted parent. 

As to the wealth which the colonies have drawn from 
the sea by their fisheries, you had all that matter fully 
opened at your bar. You surely thought those acqui- 
sitions of value, for they seemed even to excite yx>ur 
envy ; and yet the spirit, by which that enterprising em- 
ployment has been exercised, ought rather, in my opinion, 
to have raised your esteem and admiration. And pray, 
Sir, what in the world is equal to it ? Pass by the other 
parts, and look at the manner in which the people of 
New England have of late carried on the whale fishery. 
Whilst we follow them among the tumbling mountains of 
ice, and bdiold them penetrating into the deepest frozen 
recesses of Hudson's Bay, and Davis's Streights, whilst 
we are looking for them beneath the arctic circle, we hear 
that they have pierced into the opposite region of polar 
cold^ that they are at the antipodes, and engaged under the 
frozen serpent of the south. Falkland Island, which seemed 
too remote and romantic an object for the grasp of national 
ambitipn, is but a stage and resting-place in the progress 
of their victorious industry. Nor is the equinoctial heat 
more discouraging to them than the accumulated winter of 
both the poles. We know that whilst some of them draw 
the line, and strike the harpoon on the coast of Africa, 
others run the longitude, and pursue their gigantic gam^ 
along the coast of Brazil. No sea but what is vexed by 
their fisheries. No climate that is not witness to their 
toils. Neither the perseverance of Holland, nor the acti- 
vity of France, nor the dexterous and firm sagacity of 
English enterprise^ ever carried this most perilous mode of 
hard industry to the extent to which it has been pushed by 
this recent people ; a people who are still, as it were, but 
in the gristle, and not yet hardened into the bone of 
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manhood* When I contemplate these things ; when I knoir 
that the colonies in general owe little or nothing to any care 
of ours^ and that they are not squeezed into this happy 
form by the constraints of watchful and suspicious govern- 
ment^ but that through a wise and salutary neglect^ a ge- 
nerous ' nature has been suffered to take her own way to 
perfection ; when I reflect upon these effects^ when I see 
how profitable they have been to us^ I feel all the pride of 
power sink^ and all presumption in the wisdom of human 
contrivances melt, and die away within me. My rigour 
relebt8« I pardon soinetliing to the spirit of liberty.^ 

I am sensible, Sir, that all which I have asserted, in my 
detail, is admitted in the gross ; but that quite a different 
conclusion is drawn from it. America, gentlemen say, is a 
noble object. It is an object well worth fighting for. Cer- 
tainly it is, if fighting a people be the best way of gaining 
fhiem. Gentlemen in this respect will be led to their choice 
of means by their complexions and their habits* Those 
who understand the military art will of course have some 
predilection for it. Those who wield the thunder of the 
state, may have more confidence in the efficacy of arms. 
But I confess, possibly for want of this knowledge, my 
opinion is much more in favour of prudent management, 
than of force ; considering force not as an odious but a 
feeble instrument, for preserving a people so numerous, so 
active, so growing, so spirited as this, in a profitable and 
subordinate connection with us. 

First, Sir, permit me to observe, that the use of force 
alone is but temporary. It may subdue for a moment ; but it 
does not remov6 the necessity of subduing again : and a nation 
is not governed, which is perpetually to be conquered. 

My next objection is uncertainty. Terror is not always 
the effect of force ; and an armament is not a victory. If 
you do not succeed, you are without resource ; for, concili- 
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ation failings force remains ; but, force fiiSittg, no fiiOrtlier 
hope of reconciliation is left. Power and authority are 
sometimes bought by kindness ; but they can never be begged 
as alms^ by an impoverished and defeated vielenoe. 

A further objection to force is^ that you impair ike object 
by your very endeavours to preserve it. The thing you 
fought for is not the thing which you recover ; butdepre* 
ciated^ sunk, wasted, and consumed in the contest. Nothing 
less will content me, than whole America. I did not choose 
to consume its strength along with our own ; because in 
all parts it is the British strength that I consume. I do 
not choose to be caught by a foreign enemy at the end of 
this exhausting conflict, and still less in the midst of it. 1 
may escape ; but I can make no insurance against such an 
event. Let me add, that I do not choose wholly to break 
the American spirit, because it is the spirit that has made 
the country. 

Lastly, we have no sort of experience in favour of force 
as an instrument in the rule of our colonies. Their growth 
and their utility has been owing to methods altogether dif- 
ferent. Our ancient indulgence has been said to be pun- 
sued to a fault. It may be so. But we know, if feeling 
is evidence, that our fault was more tolerable than our 
attempt to mend it; and our sin far more salutary than our 
penitence. These, Sir, are my reasons for not entertaining 
that high opinion of untried force, by which many gentle- 
men, for whose sentiments in other particulars I have great 
respect, seem to be so ^greatly captivated. But there is 
stilji behind a third consideration concerning thii^ object> 
which serves to determine my opinion on the sort oi policy 
which ought to be pursued in the management of Ameriea, 
even more than its population ' and . its commerce,*^^! mean 
its temper and character. 

In tliis character of the Americans, a love of freedom is 
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die fpredomkuiting feature nvbich marks and distinguisfaes 
the whole ; and as an ardent is always a jealous affectiooi 
your colonies become suspicious, restive, and untractable, 
whenever they see the least attempt to wrest from them by 
force, ^or shuffle from them by chicane, what they think the 
only advantage worth living for. This fierce spirit of liberty 
is stronger in the English colonies probably than in any 
other people of the earth ; and this from a great variety of 
powerful causes ; which, to understand the true temper of 
their minds, and the direction which this spirit takes, it will 
not be amiss to lay open somewhat more largely. 

First, the people of the colonies are descendants of Eng- 
lishmen» Ei^land, Sir, is a nation, which still I hope 
respects, and formerly adored, her freedom. The colonists 
emigrated from you, when this part of your character was 
most predominant ; and they took this bias and direction 
the moment they parted from your hands. They are there- 
fore not only devoted to liberty, but to liberty according to 
English ideas, and on English principles. Abstract liberty, 
like other mere abstractions, is not to be found. Liberty 
inheres in some sensible object ; and every nation has 
formed to itself some favourite point, which by way of 
eminence becomes the criterion of their happiness* It 
happened, you know. Sir, that the great contests for 
freedom in this country were from the earliest times chiefly 
jupon the question of taxing. Most of the contests in the 
ancient commonwealtlis turned primarily on the right of 
election of magistrates ; or on the balance among the 
several orders of the state. The question of money was 
not widi them so immediate* But in England it was other- 
wise. On this point of taxes the ablest pens, and most 
eloquent tongues, have been exercised ; the greatest spirita 
have acted and suffered. In order to give the fullest satis- 
faction concerning the importance of this pointy it was not 
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jonly necessary for those who in argument defended the ex* 
cellence of the English constitution^ to insist on this privilege 
of granting money as a dry point of fact^ and to'prove, thmt 
the right had been acknowledged in ancient parchments, 
and blind usages, to reside in^a certain body called a Hottse 
of Commons. They went much further; they attempted 
to prove, and they succeeded, that an theory it ought to be 
so, from the particular nature of a House of Commons, as 
an imn^diate representative of the people ^ whether the old 
records had delivered this oracle or not. They took infitnta 
pains to inculcate, as a fundamental principle, that, in all 
monardiies, the people must in effect themselves, mediately 
or immediately possess the power of granting their own 
money, or no shadow of liberty could subsist. The co* 
lonies draw from you, as with their life-blood, these 
ideas and principles. HTheir love of liberty, as with you, 
iixed and attached on this specific point of taxing. Li- 
iberty might be safe, or might be endangered in twenty 
other particulars without their being much pleased or 
alarmed* Here they felt its pulse; and as they found 
that beat, they thought themselves sick or sound. I do 
«ot say whether they were right or wrong in applying your 
general arguments to their own case. It is not easy indeed 
to make a monopoly of theorems and corollaries. The fact 
is, that they did thus apply those general arguments ; and 
your mode of governing them, whether through lenity or 
indolence, trough wisdom or mistake, confirmed them in 
the imagination, that they, as well as you, had an interest 
in these common principles. 

They were further confirmed in this pleasing error, by 
the form of their provincial legislative assemblies. Their 
governments are popular in a high degree; some are merely 
popular; in all, the popular representative is the most 
weighty; and this share of the people in their ordinary 
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government never faib to inspire them with lofty sentimenUi 
and with a strong aversion from whatever tends to deprive 
them of their chief importance. 

If any thing were wanting to this necessary operation of 
the form of govemment, religion would have given it a 
complete effect. Religion, always a principle of energy, ia 
this new people, is no way worn out or impaired ,- and 
their mode of professing it is also one main cause of this 
free spirit. The people are Protestants ; and of that kind 
which is the most adverse to all implicit submission of 
tnind and opinion. This is a persuasion not only favour- 
able to liberty, but built upon it. I do not think. Sir, that 
the reason of this averseness in the dissenting churches from 
all that looks like absolute government is so much to be 
sought in their religious tenets, as in th^ history. Every 
one knows that the Roman Catholic religion is at least 
coeval with most of the governments where it prevails ; 
that it has generally gone band in hand with them; and 
teceived great favour and every kind of. support from autho- 
rity. The church of England too was formed from her cradle 
under the nursing care of regular government. But the 
dissenting interests have sprung up in direct opposition 
to all the ordinary powers of the world; and could jus- 
tify that opposition ouly on a strong claim to natural liberty. 
Their very existence depended on the powerful and unre- 
mitted assertion of that claim. 'All Protestantism, even the 
most cold and passive, is a sort of dissent. But the religion 
most prevalent in our northern colonies is a refinement on 
the principle of resistance ; it is the diffidence of dissent ; 
and the Protestantism of the Protestant religion. This 
religion, under a variety of deuomiDations, agreeing in 
nothing but in the communion of the spirit of liberty, is 
predominant in most of the northern provinces ; where the 
church of England, notwithstanding its legal rights, is in 
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iieajitj^ no more thun a sort of privat0 sect^ ootioomposiii^ 
modt; probably the tenth of the people. The colonists left 
£ngland when this spirit was high; and in theemagcuati 
was the highest of all ; and even that stceam Of foreigners^ 
which has been cdnstantly flowing into these colonies, %as, 
for the greatest part, been composed of dissenters from 
the establishments of their several comilviesy and bave 
krongbt with thena a temper and character far from alien to 
^hat of the peopk with whom they mixed. ! 
. SixyX can perceive by their manner^ that son^e gentlemen 
object to the l^hude of this description ; because in the 
southern colonies the ichurch of England forms a large 
body, and has a regular establishment. It is certainly 
true. There is, how&^er, a circumstance attending these 
colonies, which, in my opinion, fully counterbalances thi$ 
difference, and makes the spirit of liberty still more high 
and haughty than in those to the northward. It. is that ip 
Virginia and the Carolinas, they fai^ve a vast multitude of 
daves. Where this is. the case in any part of die world, 
^ose who are free, are by far the most proii^d and jealous 
^f their freedom. Freedom is to them not only an enjoy- 
ment, but a kiod of rank and privilege. Not seeing there,- 
diat freedom, as in countries where it is a common blessing, 
and as broad and general as the air,' may be united with 
much abject toil, with great misery, with all the exterior of 
servitude, liberty looks, amongst them, like something that 
is more noble and liberal. I do not mean. Sir, to commend 
the superior morality of this sentiment, which has at least 
as much pride as virtue in it ; but I cannot alter the nature 
of man. The fact is so ; and these people of the southern 
colonies are much more strongly, and with a higher and 
more stubborn spirit, attached to liberty, than those to the 
northward. Such were all the ancient commonwealths ; 
such were our Gothic ancestors ; such in our days were the 
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Polei ; and tach will be all masters of slaves, who are 0OC 
slaves themselves. In such a people the haughtiness of do- 
mination combines with the spirit of freedom, fortifies it, 
and renders it invincible. 

Permit me. Sir, to add another circumstance in our co- 
lonies, which contributes no mean part towards the growth 
and e£Fect of this untrac table spirit. I mean their education. 
In no countrjr perhaps in the world is the law so general a 
study. The profession itself is numerous and powerful } 
and in most provinces it takes the lead. The greater number 
ot the deputies sent to the congress were lawyers. But all 
who read, and most do read, endeavour to obtain some 
smattering in that science. I have been told by an eminent 
bookseller, that in no branch of his business, after tracts of 
popular devotion, were so many books as those on the law 
exported to the plantations. The colonists have now fallen 
into the way of printing them for their own use. I hear that 
they have sold nearly as many of Blackstone's Commentaries 
in America as in England. General Gage marks out this 
disposition very particularly in a letter on your table, tie 
states, that all the people in his government are lawyers, or 
•matterers in law; and that in Boston |hey have been 
enabled, by successful chicane, wholly to evade many parts 
of one of your capital penal constitutions. The smartness 
of debate will say, that this knowledge ought to teach them 
more clearly the rights of legislature, their obligations to 
obedience, and the penalties of rebellion. All this is mighty 
well. But my honourable and learned friend on the floor 
(the Attorney General) who condescends to mark what I 
say for animadversion, will disdain that ground. He has 
heard, as well as I, that when great honours and great 
"* emoluments do not win over this knowledge to the service of 
the state, it is a formidable adversary to government. If the 
spirit be not tamed and brpken by these happy methods, it 
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IS stubborn and litigious. Aheunt studia in mores. This 
study renders men acute, inquisitive, dexterous, prompt in 
attack, ready in defence, full of resources. In other coun- 
tries, the people, more simple, and of a less mercurial 
cast, judge of an ill principle in government only by an 
actual grievance ; here they anticipate the evil, and judge of 
the pressure of the grievance by the badness of the principle. 
They augur mis-government at a distance; and snufF the 
approach of tyranny in every tainted breeze. 

The last cause of this disobedient spirit in the colonies is 
hardly less powerful than the rest, as it is not merely moral, 
but laid deep in the natural constitution of things. Three 
thousand miles of ocean lie between you and them. No 
contrivance can prevent the effect of this distance, in weak- 
ening government. Seas roll, and months pass, between the 
order and the execution : and the want of a speedy explana- 
tion of a single point, is enough to defeat a whole system. 
You have, indeed, winged ministers of vengeance, ^ho 
carry your bolts in their pounces to the remotest verge of 
the sea. 'But there a power steps in, that limits the arro- 
gance of raging passions and furious elements, and says, 
" So far fihalt thou go, and no farther." Who are you, that 
should fret and rage, and bite the chains of nature ? Nothing 
worse happens to you, than does to all nations, who have 
extensive empire ; and it happens in all the forms into 
which- empire can be thrown. In large bodies, the circula- 
tion of power must be less vigorous at the extremities. 
Nature has said it. The Turk cannot govern Egypt, and 
A rabia, and Curdistan, as he governs Thrace ; nor has he 
the same dominion in Crimea and Algiers, which he has at 
Brusa and Smyrna. Despotism itself is obliged to truck 
and huckster. "^Fhe sultan gets such obedience as he can. He 
governs with a loose rein, that he may govern at all ; and 
the whole of the force and vigour of his authority in. his 
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centre, is derived from a prudent relaxaliou in all hit 
Irorders. Spain, in her provinces, is, perhaps, not so well 
obeyed, as you are in yours. She complies too; she 
submits ; she watches times. This is the immutable 
condition, the eternal law, of extensive and detached 
empire. 

Then, Sir, from these six capital sources; of descent; 
>of form of government; of religion in the northern pro- 
vinces ; of manners in the southern ; of education ; of the 
remoteness of situation from the first mover of government; 
from all these causes a fierce spirit of liberty has grown up. 
It has grown with the growth of the people in your colonies, 
and increased with the increase of their wealth ; a spirit 
that unhappily meeting with an exercise of power in England, 
which, however lawful, is not reconcileable to any ideas of 
liberty, much less with theirs, has kindled this flame, that 
is ready to consume us. 

I do not mean to commend either the spirit in this excess^ 
or the moral causes which produce it. Perhaps a more 
smooth and accommodating spirit of freedom in them 
would be more acceptable to us. Perhaps ideas of liberty 
might be desired more reconcileable with an arbitrary and 
boundless authority. Perhaps we might wish the colonists 
to be persuaded, that their liberty is more secure when held 
in trust for them by us (as their guardians during a perpetual 
minority) than with any part of it in their own hands. 
But the question is, not whether their spirit deserves praise 
or blame ; — what, in the name of God, shall we do with it i 
You have before you the object : such as it is, with all its 
glories, with all its imperfections on its head. You see the 
magnitude ; the importance ; the temper ; the habits ; the 
disorders. By all these considerations we are strongly urged 
to determine something concerning it. We are called upon 
to fix some rule and line for our future conduct, which may 
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give a little stability to our politics, and prevent the return 
of such unhappy deliberations as the present. Every such 
retum will bring the matter before us in a still more untract- 
able form. For, what astonishing and incredible things 
have we not seen already i What monsters have not been 
generated from this unnatural contention? Whilst every 
principle of authority and resistance has been pushed, upon 
both sides, as far as it would go, there is nothing so solid 
and certain, either in reasoning or in practice, that has not' 
been shaken. Until very lately, all authority in America 
seemed to be nothing but an* emanation from yours. Even 
tbe popular part of the colony constitution derived all its 
activity, and its first vital movement from the pleasure of 
the crown. We thought, Sir, that the utmost which the dis* 
contented colonists could do, was to disturb authority ; we 
never dreamt they could of themselves supply it ; knowing 
in general what an operose business it is, to establish a go- 
vernment absolutely new. But having, for our purposes in 
this contention, resolved, that none but an obedient assembly 
should sit, the humours of the people there, finding all 
passage through the legal channel stopped, with great 
violence broke out another way. Some provinces have 
tried their experiment, as we have tried ours ; and their» 
has succeeded. They have formed a government sufficient 
for its purposes, without the bustle of a revolution, or the 
troublesome formality of an election. Evident necessity, 
and tacit consent, have done the business in an instant. So 
M'ell they have done it, that Lord Dunmore (the account is 
among the fragments on your table) tells you, that the new^ 
institution is infinitely better obeyed than the ancient govern- 
ment ever was in. its most fortunate periods. Obedience is 
what makes government, and not the names by which it is 
called; not the name of governor, as formerly, or com. 
mittee, as at present. This new government has originated 
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directly from the people; and was not transmitted throagii 
any of the oniinary artificial media of a positive constitution. 
It was not a manufacture ready formed, and transmitted to 
them in that condition from England. The evil arising from 
hence is this ; that the colonists having once found the possi- 
bility of enjoying the advantages of order, in the midst of a 
struggle for liberty, such struggles will not henceforward 
seem so terrible to the settled and sober part of mankind, as 
they had appeared before the trial. 

Pursuing the same plan of punishing by the denial of the 
exercise of government to still greater lengths, we wholly 
abrogated the ancient government of Massachuset. We 
were confident that the first feeling, if not the very prospect 
of anarchy, would instantly enforce a complete submission. 
The experiment M'as tried. A new, strange, unexpected 
face of things appeared. Anarchy is found tolerable. A 
vast province has now subsisted, and subsisted in a consider* 
able degree of health and vigour, for near a twelvemonth, 
without governor, without public council, without judges, 
without executive magistrates. How long it will continue 
in this state, or what may arise out of this unheard-of situ- 
ation, how can the wisest of us conjecture ? Our late ex- 
perience has taught us, that many of those fundamental 
principles, formerly believed infallible, are either not of the 
importance they were imagined to be; or that we have not 
at all adverted to some other far ,more important and far 
more powerful principles, which entirely over-rule those we 
had considered as omnipotent. I am much against further 
experiments, which tend to put to the proof any more of 
these allowed opinions, which contribute^ so much to the 
public tranquillity* In effect, we suffer as much at home, 
by this loosening of all times, and this concussion of all 
established opinions, as we do abroad. For, in order to 
prove, that the Americans have no right to their liberties^ 
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we are eyery day endeavouring to subvert the maxims 
which preserve the whole spirit of our own. To prove 
that the Americans ought not to be free, we are obliged to 
depreciate the value of freedom itself ; and we never seen» 
to gain a paltry advantage over them in debate, without 
attacking some of those principles, or deriding some of those 
feelingsy for which our ancestors have shed their blood. 

But; Sir, in wishing to put an end to pernicious experi- 
ments, I do not mean to preclude the fullest enquiry. Far 
f/om it. Far from deciding on a sudden or partial view, I 
would patiently go round and round the subject, and survey 
it minutely in every possible aspect. Sir, if I were capable 
of engaging you to an equal attention, I would state, diat, 
as far as I am capable of discerning, tliere are bat thi'e« 
ways of proceeding relative to this stubborn spirit which 
prevails in your colonies and disturbs your government. 
These are — to change that spirit, as inconvenient, by re- 
moving the causes; to prosecute it as criminal; or, to 
comply with it as necessary. I would not be guilty of an 
iinperfect enumeration ; I can think of but these three. — 
Au^tber has indeed been started, that of giving up the 
colonies ; but it met so slight a reception, that I do not 
think myself obliged to dweli a great while upon it. It is 
nothing but a little sally of anger, like the frowardness of 
peevish children, who, when they cannot get all they would 
have, are resolved to take nothings 

The first of these plans, to change the spirit as incon- 
venient, by removing the causes, I think is the most like a 
systematic proceeding. It is radical in its principle ; but it 
is attended with great difficulties, some of them, iittle short, 
as I conceive, of impossibilities. Tliis will appear, bv ex- 
amining into the plans which have been proposed. 

As the growing population of the colonies is evidently 
one cause of their resistance, it was last session mentioned in 
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both Houses, by men of weight, and received not wiAont 
applause, that^ in order to check this evil, it would be proper 
for the crown to make no further grants of land. But to 
this scheme there are two objections. The firsts that there 
is already so much unsettled land in private hands^ as to 
afford room for an immense future population, although 
the crown not only withheld its grants, but annihilated its 
soil. If this be the case, then the only effect of this avarice 
of desolation, this hoarding of a royal wilderness, would be 
to raise the value of the possessions in the hands of the 
great private monopolists, without any adequate check to the 
growing and alarming mischief of population. 

But if you stopped your grants, what would be the conse- 
quence ? The people would occupy without grants. They 
have already so occupied in many places. You cannot 
station garrisons in every part of these deserts. If you drive 
the people from one place, they will carry on their annual 
tillage, and remove with their flocks and herds to another. 
Many of the people in the back settlements are already little 
attached to particular situations. Already they have topped 
the Apalachian mountains. From thence they behold before 
them an immense plain, one vast, rich, level meadow ; a 
square of five hundred miles. Over this they would wander, 
without a possibility of restraint ; they would change their 
manners with the habits of their life ; would soon forget a 
government, by which they were disowned ; would become 
hordes of English Tartars ; and, pouring down upon your 
unfortified frontiers a fierce and irresistible cavalry, become 
masters of your governors and your counsellors, your col- 
lectors and comptrollers, and of all the slaves that adhered 
to them. Such would, and, in no long time, must be, the 
effect of attempting to forbid as a crime, and to suppress as 
an evil, the command and blessing of Providence, ** Increase 
and multiply." Such would be the happy result of an 



-I 



% 



MK. BVllKE. 51 

endeavour to keep as a lair of wild beasts, that earth, which 
God, by an express charter, has given to the children of 
men. Far different, and sorely much wiser, has been our 
policy hitherto. Hitherto we have invited our people, by 
every kind of bounty, to fixed establishments* We have 
invited the husbandman to look to authority for his title. 
We taught him piously to believe in the mysterious virtue of 
wax and parchment. We have thrown each tract of land, 
as it was peopled, into districts ; that the ruling power 
should never be wholly out of sight. We have settled all 
we could ; and we have carefully attended every settlement 
with government. 

Adhering, Sir, as I do, to this policy, as well as for the 
reasons I have just given, I think this new project of hedging 
in population to be neither prudent nor practicable. 

To impoverish the colonies in general, and in particular 
to arrest the noble course of their marine enterprises, would 
be a more easy task. I freely confess it. We have shewn 
a disposition to a system of this kind ; a disposition even to 
continue the restraint after the offence ; looking on ourselves 
as rivals to our colonies, and persuaded that of course we 
must gain all that they shall lose. Much mischief we may 
certainly do. The power inadequate to all other things is 
often more than sufficient for this. I do not look on the 
direct and immediate power of the colonies to resist our 
violence, as very formidable. In this, however, I may be 
mistaken. But wh^n I consider, that we have colonies for 
no purpose but to be serviceable to us, it seems to my poor 
understanding a little preposterous, to make them unser- 
viceable, in order to keep them obedient. It is, in truth, 
nothing more than the old, and, as I thought, exploded 
problem of tyranny, which proposes to beggar its subjects 
into submission. But remember, when you have completed 
your system of impoverishment, that nature still proceedsja 
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her ordinary course; that discontent will increase Witk 
misery ; and that there are critical moments in the fortune 
of all states, when they who are too >Yeak to contribute to 
your prosperity may be strong enough to complete your ruin. 
Spoliatis arma supersunt. 

The temper and character, which prevail in our colonies, 
are, I am afraid, unalterable by any human_art. We cannot, 
I fear, falsify the pedigree of this fierce people, and persuade 
them that they are not sprung from a nation, in whose veins 
the blood of freedom circulates. The language in which 
they would hear you tell them this tale, would detect the 
imposition; your speech would betray you. An English- 
man is the unfittest person on earth to argue another 
Englishman into slavery. 

I think it is nearly as little in our power to change their 
republican religion, as their free descent ; or to substitute 
the Roman Catholic, as a penalty ; or the church of Eng- 
land, as an improvement. The mode of inquisition and 
dragooning is going out of fashion in the old world ; and I 
should not confide much to their efficacy in the new. The 
education of the Americans is also on the same unalterable 
bottom with their religion. You cannot persuade them to 
burn their books of curious science ; to banish their lawyers 
from the courts of law ; or to quench the lights of their 
assemblies, by refusing to choose those persons who are 
best read in their privileges. It would be no less impracti- 
cable to think of wholly annihilating the popular assemblies, 
in which these lawyers sit. The army, by which we must 
govern in their place, would be far more chargeable to us ; 
not quite so effectual ; and perhaps, in the end, full as dif-* 
ficult to.be kept in obedience. 

With regard to the high aristocratic spirit of Virginia 
and the southern colonies, it has been proposed, I know, to 
reduce it, by declaring a general enfranchisement of their 
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slaves. This project has had its advocates and panegyrists ; 
yet I never could argue myself into any opinion of it. Slaves 
are often much attached to their masters. A general wild 
offer of liberty would not always be accepted. History 
furnishes few instances of it. It is sometimes as hard to 
persuade slaves to be free, as it is to compel freemen to be 
slaves ; and in this auspicious scheme, we should have both 
these pleasing tasks on our hands at once. But when we 
talk of enfranchisement, do we not perceive that the Ame- 
rican master may enfranchise too ; and arm servile hands in 
defence of freedom f A measure to which other people iiave 
had recourse more than once, and not without success, in a 
desperate situation of their affairs. 

Slaves as these unfortunate black people are, and dull as 
all men are from slavery, must they not a little suspect the 
offer of freedom from that very nation which has sold them 
to their present masters ? From that nation, one of whose 
causes of quarrel with iho^e masters, is their refusal to deal 
any more in that inhuman traffic ? An offer of freedom from 
England, would come rather oddly, shipped to them in an 
African vessel, which i3 refused an entry into the ports of 
Virginia or Carolina, with a cargo of three hundred Angola 
negroes. It would be curious to see the Guinea captain 
attempting at the same instant to publish his proclamation of 
liberty, and to advertise his sale of slaves. 

But let us suppose all these moral difficulties got over. 
The ocean remains. You cannot pump this dry ; and as long 
as it continues in its present bed, so long all the causes which 
weaken authority by distance will continue. " Ye gods, 
annihilate but space and time, and make two lovers happy !*' — 
was a pious and passionate prayer ; — but just as reasonable 
^s many of the serious wishes of very grave and solemn poli. 
ticians. 

Xf then, Sir, it seems almost desperate to think of any 
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alteratiye course^ for changing the moral causes (and not 
quite easy to remove the natural) which produce prejudices 
irreconcileable to the late exercise of our authority ; but that 
the spirit infallibly will continue ; and, continuing, will pro- 
duce such effects, as now embarrass us -y the second mode 
under consideration is, to prosecute that spirit in its overt 
acts as criminal. 

At this proposition, I miist pause a moment. The thing 
seems a great deal too big for my ideas of jurisprudence. It 
should seem, to my way of conceiving such matters, that 
there is a very wide difference in reason and policy, between 
the mode of proceeding on the irregular conduct of scattered 
individuals, or even of bands of men, who disturb order 
within the state, and the civil dissentions which may, from 
time to time, on great questions, agitate the several com- 
munities which compose a great empire. It looks to me to 
be narrow and pedantic^ to apply the ordinary ideas of 
criminal justice to this great public contest. I do not know 
the method of drawing up an indictment against a whole 
people. I cannot insult and ridicule the feelings of millions 
of my fellow creatures, as Sir Edward Coke iusulted one 
excellent individual (Sir Walter Raleigh) at the bar'*^. I am 
not ripe to pass sentence on the gravest public bodies, en- 
trusted with magistracies of great authority and dignity, and 
charged with the safety of their fellow-citizens, upon the very 
same title that I am. I really think, that for wise men this 
is not judicious ; for sober men, not decent ; for minds 
tinctured with humanity, not mild and merciful. 

Perhaps, Sir, I am mistaken in ray idea of an empire, as 
distinguished from a single state or kingdom. But my idea 
of it is this ; that an empire is the aggregate of many states 
under one common head : whether this head be a monarch. 

* See Howeirs State Trials, vol. ii. p. 7, et teq. 
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or a presiding republic. It does, in such constitutions, fre- 
quently happen (and nothing but the dismal, cold, dead 
uniformity of servitude can prevent its happening) that the 
subordinate parts have many local privileges and immunities. 
Betwjsen these privileges, and the supreme common authority, 
the line may be extremely nice. Of course disputes, often 
too very bitter disputes, and much ill blood, will arise. But 
though every privilege is an exemption (in the case) from the 
ordinary elcercise of the supreme authority, it is no denial of 
it. The claim of a privilege seems rather ex vi termini, to 
imply a superior power. For to talk of the privileges of a 
state or of a person, who has no superior, is hardly any 
better than speaking nonsense. Now, in such unfortunate 
quarrels, among the component parts of a great political 
union of communities, I can scarcely conceive any thing 
more completely imprudent, than for the head of the empire 
to insist, that, if any privilege is pleaded against his will, or 
his acts, tliat his whole authority is denied ; instantly to pro- 
claim rebellion, to beat to arms, and to put the offending 
provinces under the ban. Will not this. Sir, very soon teach 
the provinces to make no distinction on their part ? Will it 
not teach them that the government, against which a claim 
of liberty is tantamount to high treason, is a government to 
i/vhich submission is equivalent to slavery ? It may not always 
be quite convenient to impress dependent communities with 
such an idea. 

We are, indeed, in all disputes with the colonies, by thie 
necessity of things, the judge. It is true. Sir, But I con- 
fess, that the character of judge in my own cause, is a thing 
that frightens me. Instead of filling me with pride, I am 
exceedingly humbled by it. I cannot proceed with a stern^ 
assured, judicial confidence, until I find myself in some- 
thing more like a judicial character. I must have these 
hesitations as long as I am compelled to recollect, that, in 
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my little reading upon such contests as these, the sense of 
mankind has, at least, as often decided against the superior 
as the subordinate power. Sir, let me add too, that the 
opinion of mj having some abstract right in my favour 
would not put me much at my ease in passing sentence; 
unless I could be sure that there were no rights which, in 
their exercises under certain circumstances, were not the 
most odious of all wrongs ; and the most vexatious of all 
injustice. Sir, these considerations have great w eight with 
me, when 1 find things so circumstanced, that 1 see the same 
party, at once a civil litigant against me in point of right, 
and a culprit before me ; while 1 sit as criminal judge, on 
acts of his, whose moral quality is to be decided upon the 
merits of that very litigation. Men are every now and then 
put, by the complexity of human affairs, into strange situa- 
tions ; but justice is the same, let the judge be in what situ- 
ation he will. 

There is. Sir, also a circumstance wliich convinces me, 
that this mode of criminal proceeding is not (at least in the 
present stage of our contest^ altogether expedient ; which is 
nothing less than the conduct of those very persons who 
have seemed to adopt that mode, by lately declaring a re- 
bellion hi Massachuset's Bay, as they had formerly addressed 
to have traitors brought hither under an act of Henry VIII. 
for trial. For though rebellion is declared, it is not pro- 
ceeded against as such ; nor have any steps been taken 
towards the apprehension or conviction of any individual 
offender, either on our late or our former address ; but 
modes of public coercion have been adopted, and such as 
have much more resemblance to a sort of qualified hostility 
towards an independent power than the punishment of re- 
bellious subjects. ^11 this seems rather inconsistent ; but 
it shews how difiicult it is to apply these juridical ' ideas to 
our present case. 
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In this situation, let us seriously and coolly ppnder.-^— 
What is it we have got by all our menaces, which have been 
many and ferocious ? What advantage have we derived 
from the penal laws we have passed, and which, for the 
time, have been severe and numerous? What advances 
have we made towards our object, by the sending of a force, 
which by land and sea is no contemptible strength ? Has 
the disorder abated ? Nothing less. — When I see things in 
this situation, after such confident hopes, bold promises, 
and active exertions, I cannot, for ray life, avoid a suapicion, 
that the plan itself is not correctly right. 

If then the removal of the causes of this spirit of American 
liberty be, for the greater part, or rather entirely, imprac- 
ticable ; if the ideas of criminal process be inapplicable, or, 
•if applicable, are in the highest degree inexpedient, what 
way yet remains ? No way is open, but the third and last — ; 
to comply with the American spirit as necessary ; or if yoii 
please to submit to it, as a necessary evil. 

Jf we adopt this mode ; if we mean to conciliate and 
concede ; let us see of what nature the concession ought to 
be : to ascertain the nature of our concession, we must look 
at their complafnt. The colonies complain, that they have 
not the characteristic mark and seal of British freedom. 
They complain, that they are taxed in a parliament, in which 
they are not represented. If you mean to satisfy them at 
all, you must satisfy them with regard to this complaint. If 
you mean to please any people, you must give them the 
boon which they ask ; not what you may think better for 
them, but of a kind totally different. Such an act may be a 
wise regulation, but it is no concession ,* whereas our pre- 
sent theme is the mode of giving satisfaction^ 

Sir, I think you must perceive, that I am resolved this 
;<lay to have nothing at all to do with the question of the 
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right of taxation. Some gentlemen startle — but it is true ; 
I put it totally out of the question. It is less than nothing 
in my consideration. I do not indeed wonder^ nor will you. 
Sir, that gentlemen of profound learning are fond of dis- 
playing it on this profound subject. But my consideration 
is narrow, confined, and wholly limited to the policy of the 
question. I do not examine, whether the giving away a 
man's money be a power excepted and reserved out of the 
general trust of government ; and how far all mankind, in 
all forms of polity, are entitled to an exercise of that right 
by the charter of nature. Or whether, on the contrary, a 
right of taxation is necessarily- involved in the general prin- 
ciple of legislation, and inseparable from the ordinary 
supreme power. Thftse are deep questions, where great 
names militate against each other ; where reason is per- 
plexed; and an appeal to authorities only thickens the 
confusion. For high and reverend authorities lift up their, 
heads on both sides ; and there is no sure footing in the 
middle. This point is the ^^ great Serboniaix bog, betwixt 
Damiata and Mount Casius old, where armies whole have 
sunk.'' I do not intend to be overwhelmed in that bog, 
though in such respectable company. The question with me 
is, not whether you have a right to render your people 
miserable ; but whether it is not your interest to make them 
happy. It is not, what a lawyer tells me, I may do ; but 
what humanity, reason, and justice tell me, I ought to do. 
Is a politic act the worse for being a generous one ? Is no 
concession proper, but that which is made from your want 
of right to keep what you grant ? Or does it lessen the grace 
or dignity of relaxing in the exercise of an odious claim, 
because you have your evidence-room full of titles, and your 
magazines stuffed with arms to enforce them ? What signify 
all those titles, and all those arms ? Of what avail are they. 



MR. BURKE. '39 

nvhen the reason of the thing tells me, that the assertion of 
my title is the loss of my suit ; and that 1 could do nothing 
but wound myself by the use of my own weapons? 

Such is stedfastly my opinion of the absolute necessity of 
keeping up the concord of this empire by a unity of spirit, 
though in a diversity of operations, that, if I were sure the 
colonists hady at their leaving this country, sealed a regular 
compact of servitude ; that they had solemnly alijured all the 
rights of citizens ; that they had made a vow to renounce all 
ideas of liberty for them and their posterity^ to all genera- 
tions, yet I should hold myself obliged to conform to the 
temper I found universally prevalent in my own day, and to 
govern two millions of men, impatient of servitude, on the 
principles of freedom. 1 am not determining a point of law ; 
I am restoring tranquillity ; and the general character and 
situation of a people must determine what sort of govern* 
ment is fitted for them. That point notbing else can or 
ought to determine. 

My idea, therefore, without considering whether we yield 
as a matter of right, or grant as a matter of favour, is to 
admit the people of our colonies into an interest in the con^ 
stitution ; and, by recording that admission in the journals 
of parliament, to give them as strong an assurance as the 
nature of the thing will admit, that we mean for ever to 
adhere to that solemn declaration of systematic indulgence. 

Some years ago, the repeal of a revenue act, upon its un- 
derstood principle, might have served to shew, that we 
intended an unconditional abatement of the exercise of a 
taxing power. Siich a measure was then sufficient to remove 
all suspicion, and to give perfect content. But unfortunate 
events, since that time, may make something further neces- 
sary; and not more necessary for the satisfaction of the 
colonies, than for the dignity and consistency of our future 
proceedings. 

D 4 



40 IRISH BLOQU£NC£. 

I have taken a very incorrect measure of the dispositicm of 
the House^ if this proposal in itself would be received with 
dislike. I think, Sir, we have few American financiers. But 
our misfortune is, we are too acute ; we are too exquisite in 
our conjectures of the future, for men oppressed with such 
great and present evils. The more moderate among the 
opposers of parliamentary concession freely confess, that 
they hope no good from taxation ; but they apprehend the 
colonists have further views ; and if this point were con- 
ceded, they would instantly attack the trade laws. These 
gentlemen are convinced, that this was the intention from 
the beginning ; and the quarrel of the Americans with 
taxation was no more than a cloak and cover to this design. 
Such has been the language even of a gentleman (Mr Rice) 
of real moderation, and of a natural temper so well adjusted 
to fair and equal government. I am, however. Sir, not a 
little surprised at this kind of discourse, whenever I hear it : 
and I am the more surprised, on account of the arguments 
which I constantly find in company with it, and which are 
often urged from the same mouths, and on the same day. 

for instance, when we allege, that it is against reason to 
tax a people under so many restraints in trade as the Ame- 
ricans, the noble lord (North) in the blue ribband shall tell 
you, that the restraints on trade are futile and useless ; of no 
advantage to us, and of no burthen to those on whom they 
are imposed ; that the trade to America is not secured by 
the acts of navigation, but by the natural and irresistible ad- 
vantage of a commercial preference. 

Such is the m^rit of the trade laws in this posture of the 
debate. But when strong internal circumstances are urged 
against the taxes ; when the scheme is dissected ; when ex- 
perience and the nature of things are brought to prove, and 
do prove, the utter impossibility of obtaining an effective 
revenue from the colonies ; when these things are pressed. 
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or rather priess themselves, so as to drive the advocates of 
colony taxes to a clear admission of the futility of the scheme ; 
then, Sir, the sleeping trade laws revive from their trance ; 
and this useless taxation is to be kept sacred, not for its own 
sake, but as a counter-guard and security of the laws of 
trade. 

llien, Sir, you keep up revenue laws which are mis- 
chievous, in order to preserve trade laws that are useless. 
Such is the wisdom of our plan in both its members; They 
are separately given up as' of no value, and yet one is always 
to be defended for the sake of the other. But I cannot agree 
with the noble lord, nor with the pamphlet from whence he 
seems to have borrowed these ideas, concerning the inutility 
of the trade laws. For without idolizing them, I am sure 
they are still, in many ways, of great use to us ; and in 
former times, they have been of the greatest. They do con- 
line, and they do greatly narrow, the market for the Ame- 
ricans. But my perfect conviction of this does not help me 
in the least to discern how the revenue laws form any secu- 
rity whatsoever to the commercial regulations ; or that these 
commercial regulations are the true ground of the quarrel; 
or, that the giving way in any one instance of authority, is 
to lose all that may remain unconceded. 

One fact is clear and indisputable. The public and avow ed 
origin of this quarrel was on taxation. This jquarrel has 
indeed brought on new disputes on new questions ; but cer- 
tainly the least bitter and the fewest of all ou trade laws. To 
judge which of the two be the real radical cause of quarrel, 
we have to see whether the commercial dispute did, in order 
of time, precede the dispute on taxation. There is not a 
shadow of evidence for it. Next, to enable us to judge 
wiiether at this moment a dislike to the trade laws be the 
real cause of quarrel, it is absolutely necessary to put the 
taxes out of the question by a repeal. See how the Ame-; 
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ricans act in thU position; and then you will be able to dk* 
cern correctly what is the true object of the controversy, or 
whether any controversy at all will retnain. Unless yon 
consent to remove this cause of difference, it is impossible, 
with decency, to assert that the dispute is not upon what it is 
avowed to be. And I wQuld, Sir, recommend to your serious 
consideration, whether it be prudent to form a rule for pu- 
nishing people, not on their own acts, but on your con- 
jectures. Surely it is preposterous at the very best. It is 
not justifying your anger, by their misconduct ; but it is 
converting your ill-will into their delinquency. 

But the colonies will go further. Alas ! alas ! when will this 
speculating against fact and reason end ? What will quiet these 
panic fears which we entertain of the hostile effect of the 
conciliatory conduct ? Is it true, that no case can exist, in 
which it is proper for the sovereign to accede to the desires 
of bi& discontented subjects ? Is there any thing peculiar in 
this case, to make a rule for itself? Is all authority of 
course lost, when it is not plished to the extreme t Is it a 
certain maxim, that, the fewer causes of dissatisfaction are 
kft by government, the more the subject will be inclined to 
resist and rebel i 

All these objections being in fact no more than suspi- 
cions, conjectures, divinations, formed in defiance of fact 
and experience; they did not. Sir, discourage me from en- 
tertaining the idea of a conciliatory concession^ founded ou 
the principles which I have just stated. 

In forming a plan for diis purpose, I endeavoured to put 
myself in that frame of mind, which was the most natur^^ 
and the most reasonable ; and which was certainly the most 
probable means of securing me. from all error. I set out 
with a perfect distrust of my owu abilities ;. a total renuncia^ 
lion of every speculation of my own ; and with a profound 
reverence for the wisdom of our ancestors, who have left its 
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die inheritance of so happy a constitution, and so flourishing 
an empire, and what is a thousand times more valuable, the 
treasury of' the maxims and principles which formed the one, 
and obtained the other. 

During the reigns of the kings of Spain of the Austrian 
family, w henever they were at a loss in the Spanish councils, 
it was common for their statesmen to say, that they ought to 
consult the genius of Philip the Second. The genius of 
Philip the Second might mislead them ; and the issue of 
their affairs shewed, that they had not chosen the most per- 
fect standard. But, Sir, I am sure that I shall not be misled, 
when, in a case of constitutional difficulty, I consult the 
genius of the English constitution. Consulting at that 
oracle (it was with all due humility and piety) I found four 
capital examples in a similar case before me : those of Ire- 
land, Wales, Chester, and Durham. 

Ireland, before the English conquest, though never go- 
verned by a despotic power, had ho parliatuent. How far 
the English parliament itself was at that time modelled 
according to the present form, is disputed among antiquaries. 
But we have all the reason in the world to be assured, that 
a form of parliament, such as England then enjoyed, she 
instantly communicated to Ireland ; and we are equally sure, 
that almost every successive improvement in constitutional 
liberty, as fast as it was made here, was transmitted thither. 
The feudal baronage, and4he feudal knighthood. The roots 
of our primitive constitution, were early transplanted into 
that soil ; and grew and flourished there. Magna Charta, 
if it did not give us originally the House of Commons, gave 
us at least a House of Commons of weight and consequence. 
But your ancestors did not churlishly sit down alone to the 
feast of Magna Charta. Ireland was made immediately a 
partaker. This benefit of English laws and liberties, i con- 
fess, was not at first extended to all Ireland. Mark the 
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consequence. English authority and English liberty had 
exactly the same boundaries. Your standard could never 
be advaticed an inch before your privileges. Sir John Davis 
shews beyond a doubt^ that the refusal of a general commu- 
nication of these rights, was the true cause why Ireland was 
500 years in subduing ; and after the vain projects of a mi- 
litary government, attempted in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
it was soon discovered, that nothing could make that country 
English, in civility and allcgiamce, but your laws and your 
forms of legislature. It was not English arms, but the 
English constitution, that conquered Ireland. From that 
.time, Ireland has ever had a general parliament, as she had 
before a partial parliament. You changed the people; you 
altered the religion ; but you never touched the form or the 
vital substance of free government in that kingdom. You 
deposed kings ; you restored them ; you altered the suc- 
cession to theirs, as well as to your own crown ; but you 
never altered their constitution ; the principle of which was 
respected by usurpation ; restored with the Tcstoration of 
monarchy, and established, I trust, for ever, by the glorious 
Revolution. This has made Ireland the great and flourishing 
kingdom that it is ; and from a disgrace and a burthen in- 
tolerable to this nation, has rendered her a principal part of 
our strength and ornament. This country cannot be said to 
have ever formally taxed lier. The irregular things done in 
the confusion of mighty troubles, and on the hinge^ of great 
revolutions, ' even if all were done that is said to have been 
done, form no example. If they have any effect in argument, 
they make an exception to prove the rule. None of your 
own liberties could stand a moment if the casual deviations 
from them, at such times, were suffered to be used as proofs 
of their nullity. By the lucrative amount of such casual 
breaches in the coostitution, judge what the stated and fixed 
rule of supply has been in tliat kingdom. Your Irish pen- 
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sidn^rs wouM starve, if they had no other fund to live on tlian 
taxes granted by English authority. Turn your eyes to those 
popular grants from whence all your great supplies are come ; 
and learn to respect that only source of public wealth in the 
British empire. 

My next example is Wales. This country wa» said lo be 
reduced by Henry the Third. It was said more truly to be 
so by Edward the First. But though then conquered, it 
was not looked upon as any part of the realm of England. 
Its old constitution, whatever that might have been, was 
destroyed ; and no good one was substituted in its place. 
The care of that tract was put into the hands of lords 
marchers — a form of government of a very singular kind ; a 
strange heterogeneous monster, something between hostility 
and government ; perhaps it has a sort of. resemblance, ac- 
cording to the modes of those times, to that of cpmmander 
in chief at present, to whom all civil power is granted, sta 
secondary. The manners of the Welsh nation followed the 
genius of the government ; the people were ferocious, restive, 
savage, and uncultivated; sometimes composed,. never paci- 
fied. Wales, within itself, was in perpetual disorder ; and 
it kept the frontier of England in perpetual alarm. Benefits 
from it to the state there were none. Wales was only known 
to England by incursion and invasion. 

Sir, during that state of things, parliament was not idle. 
They attempted to subdue the tierce spirit of the Welsh by 
all sorts of rigorous laws. They prohibited by statute the 
sending all sorts of arms into Wales, as you prohibit by 
proclamation (with something more of doubt on the lega- 
lity) the sending arms to America. They disarmed the 
Welsh by statute, as you attempted (but with still more 
question on the legality) to .disarm New England by an in- 
struction. They made, an act to drag offenders from Wales 
into England for trial, as you have done (but with more 
hardship) with regard to America. By another actj where 
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one of the parties was an Englishman^ they ordained that 
his trial should be always by English. They made acts to 
restrain trade^ as you do ; and they prevented the Welsh from 
the use of fairs and markets^ as jou do the Americans from 
fisheries and foreign ports. In short, when the statute-book 
was not quite so much swelled as it is now, you find no lesi 
than fifteen acts of penal regulation on the subject of 
Wales. 

Here we rub our hands — ^a fine body of precedents for 
the authority of parliament and the use of it ! — I admit it 
fully ; and pray add likewise to those precedents, that all the 
while, Wales rid this kingdom like an incubus ; that it was 
an unprofitable and oppressive burthen ; and that an English- 
man travelling in that country could not go six yards from 
the high road without being murdered. 

The march of the human mind is slow. Sir, it was not 
until after 200 years, discovered, that by an eternal law, 
Providence had decreed vexation to violence ; and povertj 
to rapine. Your ancestors did however at length open 
their eyes to the ill husbandry of injustice: They found that 
the tyranny of a free people could of all tyrannies the least 
be endured : and that laws made against a whole nation were 
not the most effectual methods for securing its obedience. 
Accordingly, in the 27th year of Henry the Eighth, the 
course was entirely altered. With a preamble stating the 
entire and perfect rights of the crown of England, it gave to 
the Welsh all the rights and privileges of English subjects. 
A political order was established ; the military power gave 
way to the civil ; the marches were turned into counties. 
But that a nation should have a right to English liberties, 
and yet no share at all in the fundamental security of these 
liberties, the grant of their own property, seemed a thing so 
incongruous; that eight years after, that is, in the 35th year of 
|hat reign, a complete and not ill-proportioned representation 
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by eotinties and boroughs was bestowed upon Wales by act 
of parliament. From that moment; as by a charm, the 
tumult subsided ; obedience was restored ; peace, order, and 
civilization followed in the train of liberty. — When tlie day- 
star of the English constitution had arisen in their hearts, 
all was harmony within and without — 

*' Simul alba nautis 

" Stella refulsit, 
" Defluit saxis agitatus humor : 
'* Concidunt venti, fagiuntque nubes : 
^' Et minax (quod sic voluere) ponto 

'' Unda recumbit/* 

The very same year the county palatine of Chester re- 
ceived the satne relief from its oppressions, and the same 
remedy to its disorders. Before this time Chester was little 
less distempered than Wales. The inhabitants, widiout 
rights themselves, were the fittest to destroy the rights of 
others, and from thence Richard the Second drew the 
standing army of archers, with which for a time he oppressed 
England. The people of Chester applied to parliament iit 
a petition penned as I shall read to you. 

*^ To die king our sovereign lord, kk most humble wise 
shewn unto your excellent majesty, the inhabitants of your 
grace's county palatine of Chester; that where the said 
county palatine of Chester is and hath been always hitherto 
exempt, excluded and separated out and from your high 
court of parliament, to have any knights and burgesses withio 
the said court ; by reason whereof the said inbsibitants have 
hithef to sustained manifold disherisons, losses, and damages,, 
as well in their lands, goods, and bodies, as in the good, civil, 
and poFitie governance and maintenance of the common- 
wealth of their slaid country : (@.) And for as much as the 
said inhabitants have always hitherto been bound by the acts^ 
and statutes made and ordained by your said highness, and 
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your most noble progeoitors^ by authority of the said court, 
as far forth as other countieS| cities^ and boroughs have been, 
that have had their knights and burgesses within your said 
court of parliament, and yet have had neither knight nor 
burgess there for the said county palatine; the said inba- 
bitantSy for lack thereof^ have been oftentimes touched and 
grieved with acts and statutes made within the said court, as 
well derogatory unto the most ancient jurisdictions, liberties, 
and privileges of your said county palatine, as prejudicial 
unto the commonwealth, quietness, rest, and peace of your 
grace's most bounden subjects inhabiting within the same." 

What did parliament with this audacious address?— 
Reject it as a libel f Treat it as an affront to government ? 
Spurn it as a derogation from the rights of legislature? 
Did they toss it over the table ? Did they burn it by the 
hands of the common hangman ? — ^They took the petition of 
grievance, all rugged as it was, without softening or tempera- 
ment, unpurged of the original bitterness and indignation of 
complaint; they made it the very preamble to their act of 
redress ; and consecrated its principles to all ages in the 
sanctuary of legislation. , 

Here is my third example. It was attended with the 
success of the two former. Chester, civilized as well as 
Wales, has demonstrated, that freedom and not servitude is 
the cure of anarchy : as religion, and not atheism, is the 
true remedy for superstition. Sir, this pattern of Chester, 
was followed in the reign of Charles the Second, with regard 
to the county palatine, of Durham, which is my fourth ex- 
ample. This county had long lain out of the pale of free 
legislation. So scrupulously was the example of Chester 
followed, that the style of the preamble is nearly the same 
with that of the Chester act ; and without affecting the 
abstract extent of the audiority of parliament, it recognizes 
the equity of not suffering any considerable district, in which 
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die Britbh subjects may act as a body, to be taxed without 
their own voice in the grant. 

" NoW; if the doctrimes of policy contained in these pre- 
ambles, and the force of these examples ip the acts of par- 
liaments, avail any diing, what can be said against applyii^ 
them with regard to America ? Are not the people of Ame- 
rica as much Englishmen as the Welsh ? The preamble of 
the act of Henry VIII. says, the Welsh speak a language no 
way resembling that of his majesty's English subjects. Are 
the Americans not as numerous ? If we may trust the 
learned and accurate Judge Barrington's account of North 
Wales, and take that as a standard to measure the' rest, there 
is no comparison. The people cannot amount to above 
400,000 : not a tenth part of the number in the colonies. Is 
America in rebellion? Wales was hardly ever free from it* 
Have you attempted to govern America by penal statutes ? 
You made fifteen for Wales. But your legislative authority 
is perfect with regard to America ; was it less perfect in 
Wales, Chester, and Durham? But America is virtually 
represented. What ! does the electric force of virtual repre- 
sentation more easily pass over the Atlantic, than pervade 
Wales, which lies in your neighbourhood : or than Chester 
and Durham, surrounded by abundance of representation 
that is actual . and palpable ? But, Sir, your ancestors 
thought this sort of virtual representation, however ample, 
to be totally insufiicient for the freedom of the inhabitants of 
territories that are so near, and comparatively so inconsi- 
derable. How then can I think it sufficient for those which 
are infinitely greater, and infinitely more remote ? 

You M^ill now. Sir, perhaps ims^ine, that I am on the 
point of proposing to you a scheme for a representation of 
the colonies in parliament. Perhaps I might be incliiied to 
entertain some such thought ; but a great flood stops me in 
my course. Opposuit natura — I cannot remove the eternal 
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barriers of the creation. The thiBg in that mode, I do not 
know to be possible. As I meddle with no theory, I do 
not absolutely assert the impraeticability of such a represen- 
tation. But I d% not see my way to it ; and those who have 
been more confident, have not been more successful. How- 
ever, the arm of public benevolence is not shortened ; and 
there are often several means to the same end. What nature 
has disjoined in one way, wisdom may unite in another. When 
we cannot give the benefit as we would wish, let us not 
reiiise it altogether. If we cannot give the priacipal, let as 
find a substitute. But how ? Where ? What substitute ? 

Fortunately I am not obliged for the ways and means of 
this substitute to tax my own unproductive invention. lam 
not even obliged to go to the rich treasury of the fertile 
framers of imaginary commonwealths : not to the Republic 
Of Plato ; not to the Utopia of More ; not to the Oceana 
of Harrington. It is before me — it is at my feet, '' and tlu 
rude swain treads daily on it with his clouted shoonJ' I 
only wish you to recogni2e, for the theory, the .ancient con- 
stitutional policy of this kingdom with regard to represent- 
ation, as that policy has been declared in acts of pariiament ; 
and, as to the practice, to return to that mode which an 
uniform experience has marked out to you as best ; and in 
which you walked with security, advantage, and honour> 
until the year 1^63. 

My resolutions, therefore, mean to establish the equity 
and justice of a taxation of America, by grant and not by 
imposition* To mark the legal competency of the colony 
assemblies for the support of their government in peace, and 
for public aids in time of war. To acknowledge that this 
legal competency has had a dutiful and beneficial exercise ; 
and that experience has shewn the benefit of their grants^ 
and the futility of parliamentary taxation as a method of 
supply. 




These solid truths compose ^six fundamental propositions. 
There are three more resolutions corollary to these. If you 
admit the first set, you can hardly reject the others. But if 
you admit the first, I AbM be far from ^solicitous whether 
you accept or refuse the las^. I think these six massive 
pillars will be of strength sufficient to support the temple of 
British concoid. I hav^ no more doubt than I entertain of 
my existence, that, if you admitted these, you would com- 
mand an immediate peace ; and with but tolerable Aiture 
management, a lasting obedience in America. I am not 
arrogant in this confident assurance. The propositions arc 
all mere matters of fact ; and if they are such facts as draw 
irresistible conclusions even in the stating, diis is the power 
of truth, and not any management of mine. 

Sir, I shall open the whole plan to you together, Mitk 
such observations on the motions as may tend to illustrate 
them where they may want explanation. The first is a reso^ 
lution — ^^ That the colonies and plantations of Great Britain 
in Nordi America, consisting of fourteen separate govern- 
ments, and containing two millions and upwards of free 
inhabitants, have not had the liberty and privilege of electing 
and sending any knights and burgesses, or others to repre- 
sent them in the high court of parliament."-^This is a plain 
matter of fact, necessary to be laid down, and (excepting 
the description) it is laid down in the language of the consti- 
tution ; it is taken nearly verbatim from acts of parliament. 

Hie second is like unto the first — '^ Tbat the said colonies 
and plantations have been liable to, and bounden by, several 
subsidies, payments, rates, and taxes, given and granted by 
parliament, though the said colonies and plantations have 
not their knights and burgesses, in the said high court of 
parliament, of their owti election, to represent the condition 
of their country ; by lack whereof they have been oftentimes 
touched and grieved by subsidies, given, granted, and 
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aaiented to, in the laid court, in a mamier prejudicial to the 
eommoawealthy quietness, rest, and peace of the subjects 
inhabiting within the same.'' 

Is this description too hot, or too cold^ too strong, or too 
weak ? Does it arrogate too mudi to the supreme legisla- 
ture ? Does it lean too much to the claims of the people i 
If it runs into any of these errors, the fault is not mine. It 
is the language of your own ancient acts of parUameat.^ — 
'' Non mens hie sermo^ sed quae praecepit Ofellus, rusticus, 
abnormis sapiens." It is the genuine produce of the atxcieut, 
rustic, manly, home-bred sense of this country. — I did not 
dare to rub off a particle of the venerable rust that rather 
adorns and preserves, than destroys the metal« It would be 
a profanation to touch with a tool the stones which coctstnict 
the sacred altar of peace. I would not violate with modem 
polish the ingenuous and noble roughness of these truly con- 
stitutional materials. Above all things, I was resolved not 
to be guil^ of tampering,^ the odious vice of restless and 
unstable minds.. I put my foot in the tracks of our fore- 
fathers ; where I can neither wapder nor stumble.. Ds- 
termining to 6x articles of peace, I was resolved not to be 
wise beyond what was written ; I was resolved to use no- 
thing else than the form of sound words ; to let others abound 
in their own sense ; and carefully to abstain from all ex- 
pressions of my own. What the law has said,. I say. lu 
all things else I am silent. I have no organ but for hor 
words. This, if it be not ingenious, I am sure is safe. 

There are indeed words expressive of grievance in this 
second resolution, which those who are resolved always to 
be in the right,^ will deny to contain matter of fact, as/ap-^ 
plied to the present case ; although parliament thought them 
true, with regard to the eounties of Chester and Durban, 
lliey will deny that the Aosericaas were ever ^touched and 
grieved" with the taxes. If they consider nothing in taxes. 
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ll>ut their weight ns pecuniary impositions, there might be 
some pretence for this denial. But men may be sorely 
touched and deeply grieved in their privileges, as well as in 
their purses. Men may lose little in property by the act 
which takes away all their freedom. When a man is robbed 
of a trifle on the high-way, it is not the two-pence lost that 
constitutes the capital outrage. This is not confined to 
privileges. Even ancient indulgences withdrawn, without 
offence on the part of those who enjoyed such favours, 
operate as grievances. But were the Americans then not 
touched and grieved by the taxes, in some measure, merely 
as taxes ? If so, why were they almost all, either wholly 
repealed or exceedingly reduced ? Were they not touched 
and grieved, even by the regulating duties of the Sixth of 
George the Second f Else why were the duties first reduced 
to one-third in 1764, and afterwards to a third of that third 
in the year 1 766 i Were they not touched and grieved by 
the stamp-act? I shall say they were, until that tax is 
revived. Were they not touched and grieved by the duties 
of 1767, which were likewise repealed,- and which. Lord 
Hillsborough tells you (for the ministry) were laid contrary 
to the true principle of commerce i Is not the assurance 
given by that noble person to the colonies of a resolution to 
lay no more taxes on them, an admission that taxes would 
touch and grieve them i Is not the resolution of the noble 
lord in the blue ribband, now standing on your Journals, the 
strongest of all proofs that parliamentary subsidies really 
touched and grieved them ? Else why all these changes, 
modifications, repeals, assurances, and resolutions f 

The next proposition is — " That, from the distance of the 
said colonies, and from other circumstances, no method hath 
hitherto been devised for procuring a representation in par- 
liament for the said colonies." This is an assertion of a fact. 
I go no further on the paper ; though in my private Judg;- 
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ment an useful representation is impossible ; I am sure it u 
not desired by them; nor ought it perhaps by us; but I 
abstain from opinions. 

The fourth resolution is — ^^'That each of the said colonies 
hath within itself a body, chosen in part> or in the whole^ 
by the freemen^ freeholders, or other free inhabitants thereof, 
commonly called the General Assembly^ or general court, 
with powers legally to raise, levy, and assess, according to 
the several usage of such colonies, duties and taxes towards 
defraying all sorts of public services*'' 

This competence in the colony assemblies is cert^. It 
is proved by the whole tenor of their acts of supply in all 
the assemblies, in which the constant style of granting is, 
'^ an aid to his majesty ;" and acts granting to the crown ha?e 
regularly for near a century passed the public offices without 
dispute. Those who have been pleased paradoxically to 
deny this right, holding that none but the British parliament 
can grant to the crown, are wished to look to what is done, 
not only in the colonies, but in Ireland^ in oi^e unifarm 
unbroken tenor every session. Sir, I am surprised, that this 
doctrine should come from some of the law servants of the 
crown. I say, that if the crown could be responsible, hb 
majesty — but certainly the ministers, and even these law 
officers themselves, through whose hands the acts pass 
biennially in Ireland, or annually in the colonies, are in 
habitual course of committing impeachable offences. What 
habitual offenders have been all presidents of the council, all 
secretaries of state, all first lords of trade, all attomies, and 
all solicitors general ! However, they are safe ; as no one 
impeaches them ; and there is no ground of charge against 
them, except in their own unfounded theories. 

The fifth resolution is also a resolution of faqt-r-" That 
the said general assemblies, general courts, or other bodies 
legally quali$ed as aforesaid, have at sundry times freely 
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g. granted several large subsidies and public aids for his ma- 
h jcsty's service, according to their abilities^ when required 
thereto by letter from one of his majesty's principal secre* 
|j taries of state ; and that their right to grant the same, and 
^ their cheerfulness and sufficiency iq the said grants, have 
» been at sundry times acknowledged by parliament/' To say 
^ nothing of their great expences in the Indian wars ; and not 
g to take their exertion in foreign ones, so high as the supplier 
^ in the year 1695 ; not to go back to. their public contribur 
tions in the year 1710; I shall begin to travel only wher^ 
the Journals give me light ; resolving to deal in nothing but 
fact, authenticated by parliamentary record; and to hvild 
myself wholjy on that solid basis. 

On the 4th of April, 1748, la committee of this House 
came to the following resolution : 

'^ Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee^ 
that it is just and reasonable that the several provinces and 
colonies of Massachuset's Bay,; New Hampshire, Connec-; 
ticut, and Rhode Island, be reimbursed the expences they 
have been at in taking and secui:ing to the crown of Qreat 
Britain the Island of Cape Breton and its dependencies." 

These expences were immense for such colonies. They 
were above 200,000/. sterling; money £rst rai^e^d and ad^^ 
vanced on their public credit. 

On the £Bth of January, 1756, a message from the king 
came to us, to this effect — " His majesty, being sensible of 
the zeal and vigour with which his faithful subjects of certain 
colonies in North America have exerted themselves in 
defence of his majesty's just rights and possessions, recom- 
mends it to this House to take the same into their considera- 
tion, and to enable bis majesty to give them such assistance 
as may be a proper reward and encouragement.^^ 

On the 3d of February, 1 756, the House came to a suit- 
able resolution, expressed in words nearly the same as those 

S4 
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of the message : but with die further addidoo, duit the moae; 
then voted was as an encouragement to the colonies to exert 
themselves widi vigour. It >vill not be necessary to go 
through all the testimonies which your own records have 
given to die truth of my resolutions. I will only refer you 
to the places in the Journals : Vol* xxvii. — l6th and 19di 
May, 1757. Vol. xxviii.— June 1st. 1758 ; April 26di and 
SOdi, 1759; March 26di and 3l8t, and April 28th, 1760; 
Jan. 9di and 20, 1761. Vol. xxix.—- Jan. £2nd and 26tb, 
1762; March Udi and 17di, 1763. 

Sir, here is the repeated acknowledgment of parliament, 
that the colonies not only gave, but gave to satiety. This 
nation has formerly acknowledged two things ; first, that the 
colonies had gone beyond their abilities, parliament having 
thought it necessary to reimburse them ; secondly, that th^ 
had acted legally and laudably in their grants of money, and 
their maintenance of troops, since the compensation is 
expressly given as reward and encouragement. Reward is 
not bestowed for acts that are unlawful; and encourage- 
ment is not held out to things that deserve reprehensioa. 
My resolution therefore does nothing more than collect into 
one proposition what is scattered through your Journals. 
I give you nothing but your own ; and you cannot refuse in 
the gross what you have so often acknowledged in detail* 
The admission of this, which will be so honourable to them 
and to you, will, indeed, be mortal to all the miserable stories 
by which the passions of the misguided people have been 
engaged in an unhappy system. The people heard, indeed, 
from the beginning of these disputes, one thing continually 
dinned in their ears, that reason and justice demanded, that 
the Americans, who paid no taxes should be compelled to 
contribute. How did that fact of their paying nothing stand, 
when the taxing system began ? When Mr. Grenville began 
to form his system of American revenue, he stated in tfiis 
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House^ that the colonies were then in debt 2,600/XX>/» 
sterling money; and was of opinion ^^ey would discharge 
that debt in four years. On this state, those untaxed people 
were actually subject to the payment of taxes to the^mount 
of 650,000/. a year. In fact, however, Mr, Grenville was 
mistaken. The funds given for sinking the debt did not 
prove quite so ample as both the colonies and he expected. 
Ilie calculation was too sanguine : the reduction was not 
completed till some years after, and at different times in 
different colonies. However, the taxes after the war con- 
tinued too great to bear any addition, with prudence or 
propriety ; and when the burthens imposed in consequence 
of former requisitions were discharged, our tone became too 
high to resort again to requisition. No colony, since that 
time, ever has had any requisition whatsoever made to it* 

We see the sense of the crown> and the sense of parlia- 
ment, on the productive nature of a revenue by grant. Now 
search the same Journals for the produce of the revenue by 
imposition — Where is it ? — Let us know the volume and the 
page-^ what is the gross, what is the net produce ? — ^To what 
service is it applied ?-^How have you appropriated its 3ur- 
plus? — What, can none of the many skilful index-makers, 
that we are now employing, find any trace of it ?— Well, let 
them, and that, rest tbgether.-^But are the Journals, which 
say nothing of the revenue, as silent on the discontent ? Oh 
no \ a child may find it. It is the melancholy burthen and 
blot orever> page. 

I think then I am, from those Journals, justified in th^ 
sixth and last resolution^ which is — *^ That it hath been found 
by experience, that the manner of granting the said supplies 
aind aids, by the said general assemblies, hath been more 
agreeable to the said colonies, and more beneficial and cbn* 
ducive to the public service, than the mode of giving and 
granting aids in parliament, to be raised and paid in the said 
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colouies." This makes the whole of the fundamental part 
of the plan. The cpuclusion is irresistible. Yon canaot 
say, that ybu were driven by any necessity to an exercise of 
the utmost rights of legislature. You cannot assert, that 
you took on yourselves the task of imposing colony taxes, 
from the want of another legal body, that is competent to 
the purpose of supplying the exigencies of the state without 
wounding the prejudices of the people. Neither is it true 
that the body so qualified, and having that competence, had 
neglected the duty. 

The question now, on all this accumulated matter, is ;— r 
whether you will choose to abide by a profitable experience, 
or a mischievous theory ; whether you choose to build oq 
imagination or fact ; whether you prefer enjoyment or hope ; 
satisfaction in your subjects, or discontent i 

If these propositions are accepted, every thing which has 
been made to enforce a contrary system, must, I take it for 
granted, fall along with it. On that ground, I have drawn 
the following resolution, which, when it comes to be moved, 
will naturally be divided in a proper manner: ^' That it 
may be proper to repeal an act, made in the seventh year of 
the reign of his present majesty, intituled. An act for grant- 
ing certain duties in the British colonies and plantations 
in America ; for allowing a drawback of the duties of 
customs upon the exportation from this kingdom of 'cofiee 
and cocoa-nuts of the produce of the said colonies or plan- 
tations ; for discontinuing the drawbacks payable on China 
earthenware exported to America; and for more effectually 
preventing the clandestine running of goods in the said co- 
lonies and plantations. And that it may be proper to repeal 
an act, made in the fourteenth year of the reign of his pre^ 
sent majesty, intituled, An act to discontinue in such man- 
ner, and for such time, as are therein mentioned,; the laotjing 
and discharging, lading or shipping, of goods, wares, and 
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merchandize^ at the town and within the harbour of Boston, 
in the province of Massachusetts Bay, in North America. 
And thajt it may be proper to repeal an act, made in the 
fourteenth year of the reign of his present majesty, intituled. 
An act for the impartial administration of justice, in the 
cases of persons questioned for any acts done by them, in 
the execution of the law, or for the suppression of riots and 
tumults, in the province of Massachuset's Bay, in New 
£ngland. And that it may be proper to repeal an act, 
made in the fourteenth year of the reign of his present ma- 
jety, intituled. An act for the better regulating the govern- 
ment of the province of Massachuset's Bay in New Eng- 
land. And also, that it may be proper to explain and 
amend an act made in the thirty-fifth year of the reign of 
King Henry VIII., intituled. An act for the trial of treasons 
committed out of the king's dominions." 

I wish, Sir, to repeal the Boston port bill, because (inde- 
pendently of the dangerous precedent of suspending the 
rights of the suli^ect during the king's pleasure) it was passed, 
as I apprehend, with less regularity, and on more partial 
principles, than it ought. The corporation of Boston was 
not heard before it was condemned. Other towns,. full as 
guilty as she was, have not had their ports blocked up. — 
Even the restraining bill of the present session does not go 
to the length of the Boston port act. The same ideas of 
prudence, which induced yoii not to extend equal punish- 
ment to equal guilt, even when you were punishing, induce 
me, who mean not to chastise, but to reconcile, to be satis- 
^ed with the punishment already partially inflicted. 

Ideas of prudence, and accommodation to circumstances, 
prevent you from taking away the charters of Connecticut 
and Rhode Island, as you have taken away that of Massa- 
chuset's colony, though the crown has far less power in the two 
former provinces than it enjoyed in the latter ; and though 
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the abuses have been full as great, and as flagrant, in the 
exempted as in the punished. The same reasons of pradence 
and accommodation have weight with me in restoring the 
charter of Massachuset's Bay. Besides, Sir, the act wliicfa 
changes the charter of Massachuset's is in many particttliii 
so exceptionable, that if I did not wish absolutely to repeal^ 
1 would by all means desire to alter it ; as several of its pro- 
visions tend to the subversion of all public and private jus- 
tice. Such, among others, is the power in the governor to 
changci the sheriff at his pleasure ; and to make a new re- 
turning officer for every special cause. It is sliameful to 
behold such a regulation standing among English laws. 

The act for bringing persons accused of committing 
murder under the orders of government to England for 
trial, is but temporary. That act has calculated the probable 
duration of our quanel with the colonies ; and is accom- 
modated to that supposed duration. I would hasten the 
happy moment of reconciliation; and therefore must, on 
my [^nciple, get rid of that most justly obnoxious act. 

Ilie act of Henry VIII. for the trial of treasons, I do 
not mean to take away, but to confine it to its proper 
bounds and original intention ; to make it expressly for 
trial of treasons (and the greatest treasons may be com^ 
mitted) in places where the jurisdiction of the crown does 
not extend. 

Having guarded the privileges of local legislature, I would 
next secure to the colonies a fair and unbiassed judicature : 
for which purpose, Sir, I propose the following resolution : 
** That, from the time when the general assembly or general 
court of any colony or plantation in North America shall 
bave appointed by act of assembly, duly confirmed, a settled 
salary to the offices of the chief justice and odier judges of 
the superior court, it may be proper that the said chief 
justice and other judges of the superior courts of such 
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colony, shall bold his and their office and offices daring theif 
good behaviour; and shall not be removed therefrom, bqt 
when the said removal shall be adjudged by his majesty in 
council, upon a hearing on complaint from the general 
assembly, or on a complaint from the governor, or council, 
or the house of representatives severally, of the colony in 
which the said chief justice and other judges have exercised 
the said offices.'^ 

The next resolution relates to the courts of admiralty. It 
is dus : — ** That it may be proper to regulate the courts of 
admiralty or vice-admirally, authorized by the 15th ch§p. 
of the 4th of George III. in such a manner as to make the 
same nK>re commodious to those who sue or are sued, in 
the said courts, and to provide for the more decent maior 
tenance of the judgea in the same/' 

These courts I do not wish to take away r they are ia 
themselves proper establishments. This court is one of the 
capital securities of the Act of Navigation. The extent of 
its jurisdiction, indeed, has been increased ; but this is alto- 
gether as proper, and is, indeed, on many accounts, more 
el^ible, where new powers^ were wanted, than a court 
absolutely new. But courts incommodiously situated, in 
effect, deny justice ; and a court, partaking in the fruits of 
its own condemnation, is a robber. The congress com. 
)>lain, and complain justly of this grievance.^ 

These are the three conseqmential propositions. I have 
thought of two or three more ;, but they came rather too 
near detail, and to the pnoyince of executive government, 
which I wish parliament always^ to superintend, never to 
assume. If the first six are gsanted,. congruity will eariy 



* The Solicitor-General informed Mr. Bnrke when the resolntiona 
were separately moiredj that the grievance of the judges partaking of 
the profits of the seisurc had been redressed by office ^ accordhigly^ft: 
aesolation wis amended^ 
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di«1att«r three. If not, the things that remain unrepeskd 
triB be, I hope, rather unseemly incumbrances on the hoild- 
ing, than very materially detrimental to its strength and 
stability. 

Here, Sir, I should close; hut that I plainly perceive 
some objections remain which I ought, if possible, to re- 
move. The first will be, that, in resorting to the doctrine 
of our ancestors, as contained in the preamble to the 
Chester Act, I prove too much ; that the grievance from a 
want of representation stated in that preamble, goes to the 
whole of legislation as well as to taxation. And that die 
colonies grounding themselves upon that doctrine, will apply 
it to all parts of legislative authority. 

To this objection, with all possible deference and humi- 
lity,, and wishing as little as any man living to impair the 
smallest particle of our supreme authority, X answer, that 
the tvords are the words of parliament, and not mine ; andy 
that all false and inconclusive inferences, drawn from them, 
are not mine ; for I heartily disclaim any such inference. I 
have chosen the words of an act of parliament, which Mr. 
Grenville, surely a tolerably zealous and very judicious ad- 
vocate for the sovereignty of parliament, formerly moved to 
have read at your table, in confirmation of its tenets. It is 
true, that Lord Chatham considered these preambles as 
declaring strongly in favour of his opinions. He was a no 
less powerful advocate for the privileges of the Americans. 
Ought I not from hence to presume, that these preambles 
are as favourable as possible to both, whdn properly under- 
stood ; favourable both to the rights of parliament, and to 
the privilege of the dependencies of this crown ? But, Sir, 
the object of grievance in my resoIuUon, I have not taken 
from the Chester, but from the Durham Act, which confines 
the hardship of want of representation to the case of sub- 
ndies; and which therefore falls in exactly with the case of the 
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colonies. But whelher the unrepresented counties were rfe 
jtire, or de /flc^a, bound, the preambles do not accurately 
distinguish; nor indeed was it necessary; for whether de 
jure, or de facto, the legislature thought the exercise 0( 
the power of taxing, as of right, or as of fact without right, 
equally a grievance, and equally oppressive. 

I do not know that ihe colonies have, in any general way,^ 
or in any cool hour, gone much beyond the demand of 
immunity in relation to taxes. It is not fair to judge of the 
iemper or dispositions of any man, or any set of men, when 
they are composed and at rest, from their conduct, or their 
expressions, in a state of disturbance and irritation. ^ It is 
besides a very great mistake to imagine, that mankind follow 
up practically any speculative principle, either of govern- 
ment or of freedom, as far as it will go in argument and 
logical illation. We -Englishmen stop very short of. the 
principles upon which «we support any given part of our con- 
stitution ; or even the whole of it together. I could easily, 
if I had not already tired you, give yon very striking and 
convincing instances of it. This is nothing but what is 
natural and proper. All government, indeed every human 
benefit and enjoyment, every virtue, and every prudent act, 
is founded on compromise and barter. We balance incon- 
veniences ; we give and take ; we remit some rights, that 
we may enjoy others; aqd, we chuse rather to be happy 
citizens, than subtle disputants. As we must give away 
some natural liberty, to enjoy civil advantages ; so we must 
sacrifice some civil liberties, for the advantages to be derived 
■from the communion and fellowship of a great empire. 
But in all fair dealings the thing bought must bear some 
proportion to the purchase paid* None will barter away 
(the immediate jewel of his soul. Though a great house is 
-apt to make slaves haughty, yet it is purchasing a part of the 
artificial importance of a great empire too dear, to pay for 
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it all the essential rights, and all the intrinsic dignity of huinn 
nature. None of us who would not risk his life, rather than 
fall under a government purely arbitrary. But, although 
there are some amongst us who think our constitution wants 
many improvements, to make it a complete system of liberty, 
perhaps none who are of that opinion would think it right 
to aim at such improvement, by disturbing his country, and 
risking every thing diat is dear to him. In every arduous 
enterprbe, we consider what we are to lose, as well as what 
we are to gain ; and the more and better stake of liberty 
every people possess, the less they will hazard in a vain 
attempt to make it more. These are the cords o/* man, 
Man acts from adequate motives relative to his interest ; and 
not on metaphysical speculations* Aristotle, the great 
master of reasoning, cautions us, and with great weight and 
propriety, against this species of delusive geometrical accu- 
racy in moral arguments, as the most fallacious of alt 
sophistry. 

The Americans will have no interest contrary to the 
grandeur and glory of England, when they are not oppressed 
by the weight of it ; and they will rather be inclined to 
respect the acts of a superintending legislature ; when they 
see them the acts of that power, which is itself the security, 
not the rival, of their secondary importance. In tbirassu- 
ranee, my mind most perfectly acquiesces ; and I confess, 
I feel not the least alarm, from the discontents which are to 
arise, from putting people at their ease ; nor do 1 apprehend 
the destrucUon of this empire, from giving, by an act of free 
grace and indulgence, to two millions of my fellow citizens, 
some share of those rights, upon which I have always been 
taught to value myself. 

It is said, indeed, that this power of granting, vested in 
American assemblies, would dissolve the unity of the em|> 
pire^ which was preserved entirci, although Wales, an4 
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Chester^ and Durham, were added to it. Truly, Mr. 
Speaker, I do not know what this unity means; nor has it 
ever been heard of, that I know, in the constitutional policy 
of this country. The very idea of subordination of parts^ 
excludes this notion of single and undivided unity. England is 
the head ; but she is not the head arid the members to6. 
Ireland has ever had from the beginning a separate, but not 
an independent, legislature; which, far from distracting, 
promoted the union of the whole. Every thing was sweetly 
and harmoniously disposed through both islands for the 
conservation of English dominion, and the communication of 
English liberties. I do not see that the same principles 
might not be carried into twenty islands, and with the same 
good effect. This is my model with regard to America, as 
far as the internal circumstances of the two countries are the 
same. I know no othei unity of this empire, than I can 
draw from its example during these periods, when it seemed 
to my poor understanding more united than it is now, or 
than it is likely to be by the present methods. 

But since I speak of these methods, I recollect, Mr. 
Speaker, almost too late, that I promised, before I finished^ 
to say something of the proposition of the noble lord 
(North) on the floor, which has been so lately received 
and stands on your Journals. I must be deeply concerned, 
whenever it is my misfortune to continue a difference with 
^he majority of this House. But as the reasons for that dif- 
ference are my apology for thus troubling you, strffer me to 
state them in a very few words. I shall compress tbem into 
as small a body as I possibly can, having already debated 
that matter at large, when the question was before the 
committee. 

First, then, I canndt admit that proposition of a ransom 
by auction; — because it is a mere project. It is a thing 
new ; unheard of; supported by no experience ; justified by 



no analogy ; wii^oitf exiupjpje qi oiir vncestors, or root i& 
the ^coR^jtiuition, 

j[t ^s neitl^j^r I'egMlar parli^ng^Qtfiry taxatioi^j nor coloi^ 
g;*^,Qf . Experimentum in corpore vili, is a gooi4 1*0)6, wh^di 
^^U leye.r ipa|ce me ad.ve^'Ae to any atrial of exp/erioieDt^ .00 
iii'jb.at i^ certainly the most valuable of ajl subjejcts ; the pe^^ 
pf this epipire. 

SecQpdly, it is an experiment which mu^t be f^tal 10 tbf 
end to our coiistitutioQ. For what is it buit 91 scheme for 
la^Liqg the polonies in the 9Dti-cbamber of (be noble |prd and 
bis s;^pce$sor(i ? Tp settle the qMPta? and proportions io 
ibU lioifse, is clearly impossible. Ypu, Sir, may flatter 
yourself, you shall sit a state aMjctiop.eei*, with yoi^r hammef 
in your b^nd, and kiiock down to /each colony as it bids* 
But tp settlje (on the plap laid dpwu by thje noble Iprd) ^P 
triia propprtipnal payment for fpur or five ^nd jtwenty go- 
vernments, according to the ^bspl^te 9Pd the relative wealth 
of /each, and acpording to the British proportion of wealth 
and burthen, is 9 wild and chimjerical iiotion. Tbi$ pevr 
laxatipn must therefore come }\\ by the bapk-door of the 
constitution. Eaph quota t|tust be brought to thi^ HoMse 
ready formed; you can neither add nor altpr. Y044 rnqst 
register it. You can do nothing further. Fpr on what 
grounds can you deliberate either before pr after the propo- 
sition i You cannot hear the counsel for ajl these provinces 
quarrelling each op its own quantity of paytiient, and its 
proportion to others. If you should attempt it, the copii- 
mittee of provincial ways and means, or by whatever other 
name it will delight to be called, nui^t swallow up all tb« 
lime of parliament. 

Thirdly, it does not give satisfaction to the complaint of 
die colonies. They complain, that they are ta^ed withoBt 
^eir consent ; you answer, that ypu will fix the sum at 
isrhich they shall be taxed. That is, you give them the very 



grievance for ifcfe tefnedy. You teW thfem indeed, ih^t yoa 
wSl leave the mode to themselves. I reafly beg pardon : it 
gives me paiu to mention it ; but yoa must be sensible that 
you will not perform this part of the compact. For, sup- 
pose the colonies were to lay the duties which furnished 
tbeir contingent, upon the importation of your manufac- 
tures ; you know you would never suffer such a tax to be 
laid. You know too, that you would not suffer many other 
modes of taxation. So that, when you come to explain 
yourself, it will be found, that you will neither leave to 
themselves the quantum nor the mode ; nor indeed any 
thing. Tlie whole is delusion from one end to the other. 

Fourthly, this method of ransom by auction, unless it be 
universaily accepted, will plunge you into great and inex- 
tricable difficulties. In what year of our Lord ar€ the pro- 
. portions of payments to be settled ? To say nothing of the 
impossibility that colony agents should have general powers 
of taxing the colonies at their discretion ; consider, 1 implore 
you, that the communication by special messages, and orders 
between these agents and their constituents, on each varia- 
tion of the case, \Vhen the parties come to contend together, 
and to dispute on their relative proportions, will be a matter 
of delay, perplexity, and confusion, that never can have an end. 

If all the colonies do not appear at the outcry, what is the 
condition of those assemblies, who offer, by themselves 
or their agents, to tax themselves up to your ideas of their 
proportion ? The refractory colonies, who refuse all com- 
position, will remain taxed only to your old impositions, 
which, however grievous in principle, are trifling as to pro- 
duction. The obedient colonies in this scheme are heavily 
taxed; the refractory remain unburthened. What will you 
Will you lay new and heavier taxes by parliament on 
he disobedient ? Pray consider in what way you can do it. 
You are perfectly convinced that in the way of taxing, you 
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can do nothing but at the ports. Now suppose it is Vir- 
ginia that refuses to appear at your auction, while Maryland 
and North Carolina bid handsomely for their ransom, and 
are taxed to your quota : how will you put these colonies 
on a par ? Will you tax the tobacco of Virginia ? If you 
do, you give its death wound to your English revenue at 
home, and to one of the very greatest articles of your own 
foreign trade. If you tax the import of that rebellious co- 
lony, what do you tax but your own manufactures, or the 
goods of some other obedient, and already well taxed co- 
lony ? Who has said one word on this labyrinth of detail, 
which bewilders you more and more as you enter into it ? 
Who has presented, who can present you, with a clue, to 
lead you out of it ? I think. Sir, it is impossible, that you 
should not recollect that the colony bounds are so implicated 
in one another (you know it by your other experiments ia 
the bill for prohibiting the New England fishery) that you 
can lay no possible restraints on almost any of them which 
may not be presently eluded, if you do not confound the 
innocent with the guilty, and burthen those whom upon 
every principle you ought to exonerate. He must be grossly 
Ignorant of America, who thinks, that, without falling into 
this confusion of all rules of equity and policy, you can re- 
strain any single colony, especially Virginia and Maryland, 
the central, and most important of them all. 

Let it also be considered, that, either in the present con- 
fusion' you settle a permanent contingent, which will and 
must be trifling ; and then you have no effectual revenue ; or 
you change the quota at every exigency ; and then on every 
new repartition you will have a new quarrel. 

Reflect, besides, that when you have fixed a quota for 
every colony, you have not provided for prompt and punctual 
payment. Suppose one, two, five, ten years arrears. You 
cannot issue a treasury extent against the failing colony. 
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You must make new Boston port bills, new restraining laws, 
new acts for dragging men to England for trial. You must 
send out new fleets, new armies. AM is to begin again. 
From this day forward the empire is never to know an hour's 
tranquillity. An intestine fire will be kept alive in the bowels 
of the colonies, which one time or other must consume this 
whoie empire. I allow indeed that the empire of Germany 
raises her revenue and her troops by quotas and contingents ; 
but the revenue of the empire, and the army of the empire, 
is the worst revenue, and the worst army, in the world. 

Instead of a standing revenue, you will therefore have a 
perpetual quarrel. Indeed, the n«ble lord, who proposed 
this project of a ransom by auction, seemed himself to be of 
that opinion. His project was rather designed for breaking 
the union of the colonies, than for establishing a revenue* 
He confessed, he apprehended that his proposal would not 
be to their taste, 1 say, this scheme of disunion seems to be 
at the bottom of the project ; for I will not suspect that the 
noble lord meant nothing but merely to delude the nation 
by an airy phantom which he never intended to realize. But 
whatever his views may be, as I propose the peace and 
union of the colonies as the very foundation of my plan, it 
cannot accord with one whose foundation is perpetual 
iliscord. 

Compare the two. This I offer to give you is plain and 
simple. The other full of perplexed and obvious mazes; 
This is mild; that harsh. This is found by experience ef- 
fectual for its purposes ; the other is a new project. This 
is universal ; the other calculated for certain colonies only. 
This is immediate in its conciliatory operation ; the other 
remote, contingent, full of hazard. Mine is what becomes 
the dignity of a ruling people ; gratuitous, unconditional, and 
not held out as matter of bargain and sale. I have ^one 
jny duty in proposing it to you. I have indeed tired you by 
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a long discourse ; but this is the misfortune of those to uhose 
influence nothing will be conceded, and who must win every 
inch of their ground by argument. You have heard me with 
goodness. May you decide with wisdom ! For my part, I 
feel my mind greatly disburthened by what 1 have done 
to-day. I have been the less fearful of trying your patience^ 
because on this subject I mean to spare it altogether in 
future. I have this comfort, that in ev^ery stage of the Ame- 
rican affairs, I have steadily opposed the measures that have 
produced the confusion, and may bring on the destruction of 
this empire. I now go so far as to risk a proposal of my 
own. If I cannot give peace to my country, I give it to my 
conscience. 

But what (says ^he financier) is peace to us without 
money ? Your plan gives us no revenue. No ! But it 
does — For it secures to the subject the power of refusal ; 
the first of all revenues. Experience is a cheat, and fact a 
liar, if this power in the subject of proportioning his grant, 
ojr of not granting at all, has not been found the richest mine 
of revenue ever discovered by the skill or by the fortune of 
man. It does not indeed vote you \52,752l, 1 Is. 2|d., nor 
any other paltry limited sum. But it gives the strong box 
itself, the fund, the bank, from whence only revenues can 
arise amongst a people sensible of freedom : Posita luditur 
area. Cannot you in England ; cannot you at this time of 
day; cannot you, a House of Commons, trust to the prin- 
ciple which has raised so mighty a revenue, aiid accumulated 
a.debt of near 140 millions in this country ? Is this principle 
to be true in England, and false every where else ? Jsitnot 
true in Ireland ? Has it not hitherto been true in the co- 
lonies ? Why should you presume, that, in any country, a 
body duly constituted for any function, will neglect to per- 
form its duty, and abdicate its trust ? Such a presumption 
would go against all governments in all modes. But, in 
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truth, this dread of penury of sup |>ly, froni a free assen^bly, 
lias no foundation in nature. Foi' first, obisei^ye^ that besides 
die desire \%hich all men hav6 naturally of sU)ipbrting th^ 
honour of their om'iI government : that sense 6i di^nity^ and 
that fiecurity to property, which ev^r attendb frfeddotii^ has a 
tendency to indreasie the stock of the free cbn^murtity. Most 
may be taken wher^e most is accumulated. A'nd what is tlie 
«6il; or climate wher^ exp(E*ri^nce has not uniformly proVed, 
that the vdlutltary flow 6f hea|>ed^up pleilty, bursting frbitl th<^ 
W€ight of its own rich luxiiriauce, has dver riin' with a' more 
<;opiou8 stream of rtve^nliei, than could be squeezed- from the 
dry hu^ks df oppressed' indigence, by the stitiiiiing 6f all the 
politic machinery in the wOrld. 

Next we know*,- that parties must ever exist in' a free 
^Jountry. We knbw too, that the emulations of such parties,' 
their coUtradictions, their re(iiprocal necessities, their hopes, 
and their fears, imist send them all in their turns to himthat 
hblds the balance of the state. The parties are the gamesters; 
but government keeps the table, and is sure to be the winner 
in the end. When this game is played, I really think it is^ 
more to be feared, that the people will be exhausted, thani* 
that government will not be supplied. Whereas, whatever 
is got by acts of absolute power ill obeyed, because odious, 
^r by contracts ill kept, because constrained ; will be nar- 
row, feeble, uncertain, and ptecarious. " Ease would retracit' 
vows made in pain, as violent and void." 

I, for one, protest against compiounding our demands : I 
declare against compounding, for a poor limited sum, the 
immense, overgrowing, eternal debt, w hicli is due to generous 
government from protected freedom. And so may I speed- 
in the great object I propose to you, as I think it would not 
only be an act of injustice, but would be the worst economy 
in the world, to compel the colonies to a sum certain, either 
in the way of ransom, or in the way of compulsory compact. 

r 4 
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But to clear up my ideas on ibis subject — a revenue from 
America transmitted bither-— do not delude yourselves — you 
never qan receive it — No, not a shilling. We have ex- 
perience tbat from remote countries it is not to be expected. 
If, wben you attempted to extract revenue from Bengal^ 
you were obliged to return in loan what you had taken iu 
imposition ; what can you expect from North America? 
for certainly, if ever there was a country qualified to produce 
wealth, it is India ; or an institution fit for the trausmissioD, 
it is the East'India Company. America has none of these 
aptitudes. If America gives you taxable objects, on which 
you lay your duties here, and gives you, at the same time, a 
surplus by a foreign sale of her commodities to pay the 
duties on these objects which you tax at home, she has per- 
formed her part to the British revenue. But with regard to her 
own internal establishments, she may, I doubt not she will, 
contribute in moderation. I say in moderation ; for she 
ought not to be permitted to exhaust herself. She ought to 
be reserved to a war ; the weight of which, with the enemies 
that we are most likely to have, must be considerable iu her 
quarter of the globe. There she may serve you, and serve 
you essentially. 

For that se;;*vice, for all service, whether of revenue, trade, 
or empire, my trust is in her interest in the British constitu- 
tion. My hold of the colonies is in the close affection which 
grows from common names, from kindred blood, from sinniar 
privileges, and equal protection. These are ties, which, 
though light as air, are as strong as links of iron. Let the 
colonies alwa)s keep the idea of their civil rights associated 
with your government ; — ihey will cluig and grapple to you; 
and no force under heaven will be of power to tear them 
from their allegiance. But let it be once understood, that 
your government may be one thing, and their privileges 
another ; that these two things may exist without any mutual 
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I'elation ; the cement is gone ; the cohesion is loosened ; and 
every thing hastens to decay and dissolution. As long as 
you have the wisdom to keep the sovereign authority of this 
country as the sanctuary of liberty^ the sacred tempk con- 
secrated to our common faith, wherever the chosen race aiid 
SOLS of England worship freedom, they will turn their faces 
towards you. l^he more they multiply, the more friends 
you will have ; the more ardently they love liberty, the more 
perfect \^ill be their obedience. Slavery they can have any 
where. It is a weed that grows in every soil. They may 
have it from Spain, they may have it from Prussia. But 
until you become lost to all feeling of your true interest and 
your natural dignity, freedom they can have from none but 
you. I'his is the commodity of price, of which you have 
the monopoly. This is the true act of navigation, which 
bmds to you the commerce of the colonies, and through them 
secures to you the wealth of the world. Deny them this 
participation of freedom,, and you break that sole bond, 
\ihich originally made, and must still preserve, the unity of 
the empire. Do not entertain so weak an imagination, as 
that your registers and your bonds, your affidavits and your 
sufferances, your cockets and your clearances, are what 
form the great securities of your commerce. -Do not dream 
that your letters of office, and your instructions, and your 
suspending clauses, are the things that hold together the 
great contexture of this mysterious whole. These things do 
not make your government. Dead instruments, passive 
tools as they are, it is the spirit of the English communion, 
that gives all their life and efficacy to them. It is the spirit 
of the English constitution, which, infused through the 
mighty mass, pervades, feeds, unites, invigorates, vivifies, 
every part of the empire, even down to the minutest member. 
' Is it not the same virtue which does every thing for us 
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here in England ? Do you imagine then, that it is the Land 
Tax Aot which raises your revenue ; that it is -the annuri 
vote in the committee of supply, which gives you your army ? 
or that it is the Mutiny Bill which inspires it with bravery 
and discipline i No ! surely no ! It is the love of the people; 
it is their attachment to their government from the sense of 
the deep stake they have in such a glorious institution^ which 
gives you your army and your navy, and infuses into both 
that liberal obedience, without which your army would be a 
base rabble, and your navy nothing but rotten timber. 

All this, I know well enough, will sound wild and chim- 
erical to the profane herd of those vulgar and mechanical' 
politicians, who have no place among us ;: a sort ef people 
who think that nothing exists but v^hat is gross* and material; 
and who therefore, far from beting qualified to be directors 
of the great movement of empire, are not fit to turn a wheel 
in the machine. But to men truly initiated and rightly 
taught, these ruling and master principles,: which in the 
opinion of such men as I have mentioned, have no substantial 
exbtence, are in truth every thing, and all in all. Magna^ 
Aimity in politics is not seldom the truest wisdom; and a 
great empire and little minds go ill together. Jf we are 
conscious of oiir situation, and glow with zeal to fill our 
places as becomes our station and ourselves, we ought* to 
auspicate all our public proceedings on America with the 
old warning of the church, Sursum corda! We ought to 
elevate our minds to the greatness of that trust to which the 
order of Providence has called us. By adverting to the 
dignity of this high calling, our ancestors have turned a savage 
wilderness into a glorious empire ; and have made the most 
extensive, and the only honourable conquests ; not by des- 
troying, but by promoting, the wealth, the number, the 
happiness of the human race. Let us get an American 
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revenue as we have got an American empire. English 
privileges have made it all that it is ; EngliA privileges alone 
vi'ill make it all it can be. 

In full confidence of this unalterable truib, I now (quod 
felix faustumque sit) — lay the first stone of die temple of 
peace ; and I move you, &c. 

Mr. B^rke concluded with moving correspondent Reso-* 
lutions. 



Character of Mr. Fox, 
fin Support of his India Bill. J 

AND now, having done my duty to the bill, let me say 
a word to the author. I should leave him to his own noble 
sentiments, if the unworthy and illiberal language with 
which he has been treated, beyond all example of parlia- 
mentary liberty, did not make a few words necessary ; not 
so much injustice to him, as to my own feelings. I must 
say 'then, that it will be a distinction honourable to the age, 
that the rescue of the greatest number of the human race 
that ever were so grievously oppressed, from the greatest 
tyranny that vi'as ever exercised, has fallen to the lot of 
abilities and dispositions equal to the task ; that it has fallen 
to one who has the enlargement to comprehend, the spirit 
to undertake, and the eloquence to support, so great a 
measure of hazardous benevolence. His spirit is not owing 
to his ignorance o/the state of men and things. He well 
knows what snares are spread about his path, from personal 
animosity, from court intrigues, and possibly from popular 
delusion. But he has put to hazard his ease, his security, 
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his interest, his power, even his darling popularity, for thf 
benefit of a people whom he has never seen. This is the 
road that all heroes have trod before him. tie is traduced 
And abused for his supposed motives. He will remember, 
that obloquy is a necessary ingredient in the composition of all 
true glory : he will remember, that it was not only in the Roman 
customs, but it is in the nature and constitution of things, 
that calumny and abuse are essential parts of triumph. These 
thoughts will support a mind, which only exists for honour, 
under the burthen of temporary reproach. He is doing in- 
deed a great good ; such as rarely falls to the lot, and almost 
as rarely coincides with the desires, of any man. Let him 
use his time. Let him give the whole length of the reins to 
his benevolence. He is now on a great eminence, where the 
eyes of mankind are turned to him. He may live long, he 
may do much. But here is the summit. He never can ex- 
ceed what he does this day. 

He has faults ; but they are faults that though they may 
in a small degree tarnish the lustre, and sometimes impede 
the march of his abilities, have nothing in them to extinguish 
the fire of great virtues. In those faults, there is no mixture 
of deceit, of hypocrisy, of pride, of ferocity, of com- 
plexioiKil despotism, or want of feeling fur the distresses of 
mankind. His are faults which might exist in a descendant 
of Henry the Fourth of France, as they did exist in that 
father of his country. Henry the Fourth wished that he 
might live to see a fowl in the pot of every peasant in his 
kingdom : that sentiment of homely benevolence was worth 
all the splendid sayings that are recorded of kings. But he 
wished perhaps for mdre than could be obtained, and the 
goodness of the man exceeded the power of the king. But 
this gentleman, a subject, may this day say this at least, 
with truth, that he secures the rice in his pot to every man 
in India. A poet of antiquity thought it one of the first 
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distinctions to a prince whom he meant to celebrate, that 
through a long succession of generations, he had been the 
progenitor of an able and virtuous citizen, who by force of 
the arts of peace, had corrected governments of oppression, 
and suppressed wars of rapine : 

Indole proh quanta juvenis, quantumquc daturus 
Ausonise populis, ventura in saecula civem. 
Hie super Gangem, super exauditus et Indos, 
Implebit terras voce ; et furialia bella 
Fulmine compescet lingua. ■ ■ 

This was what was sud of the predecessor of the only person 
to whose eloquence it does not wrong that of the mover of 
this bill to be compared. But the Ganges and the Indus 
are the patrimony of the fame of my honourable friend, and 
not of Cicero. I confessp I anticipate with joy the reward 
of those, whose whole consequence, power, and authority, 
exist only for the benefit of mankind ; and I carry my mind 
to all the people, and all the names and descriptions, that, 
relieved by this bill, will bless the labours of this parliament, 
and the confidence which the best House of Commons has 
given to him who the best deserves it. The little cavils of 
party will not be heard, where freedom and happiness will 
be felt. There is not a tongue, a nation, or religion in India, 
which will not bless the presiding care and manly benefi* 
cence of this House, and of him who proposes to you this 
great work. Your names will never be separted before the 
throne of the Divine Goodness, *in whatever language, or 
with whatever Yites, pardon is asked for sin, and reward for^ 
those who imitate the Godhead in his universal bounty Jo 
his creatures. These honours you deserve, and they will 
surely be paid, when all the jargon of influence, and party, 
^d patronage, are swept into oblivion. 
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Ds8CRirn097 &w the CiiufixTiEs <HF D&Bi Sing. 
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MY lords, I am here obliged to offer some apology for 

the horrid scenes I am about to ofjen. Permit «ie to make 

the same apology to your lordships, that was made by Mr. 

Patterson^-a man with whose name I u-ish mine to be handed 

down^ to posterity. His apology is this — and it is mine — 

that the pnnibhrnents inflicted upon the ryots of Rumpore 

and of Dinagepore, were, in many ttistanceis, of such a 

nature, that I would rather wish to draw a veil over them, 

than shock your feelings by a detail. But it is necessary for 

the substantial ends of justice and humanity, and for the 

honour of government, that they should be exposed, that 

they should be recorded, and handed down to after ages : let 

this be my apology. My lords, when the people had been 

stript of every thing,, it was, in some cases, suspected, and 

^stly, that ^they had hid some share of the grain. Their 

bodies were then applied to the fiercest mode of torture, 

which was this : they began with winding cords about their 

fingers, till the flesh on each hand cluiig and was^ actualljf 

incorporated. Then they hammered wedges of wood and 

iron between those fingers, until they crushed and maimed 

those poor, honest, and laborious hands, vi'hich were never 

never lifted up to their mouths but with a scanty supply of 

provision. My lords, these acts of unparalleled cruelty, began 

with the poor ryots; but if they began there, there they did 

not stop. The heads of the villages, the leading yeomen of 

the country, respectable for their virtues, respectable for 

their age, were tied together, two and two, the unoffending 

and helpless, thrown across a bar, upon which they were 




hung with their feet uppermost, and there beat with bambino 
Cranes on the soles of those feet, until the nails started from 
dieir toes, and then wkh the cudgels of their blind fury these 
poor wretches were afterwards beat about the head, until the 
blood gushed out at their mouth, nose, and ears. My lords, 
they did not stop here. Bamboos, wangees, rattans, canes, 
common whips, and scourges were not sufficient. They 
found a tree in the country which bears strong and sharp 
thorns — ^not satis<fied widi those other cruelties, they scourged 
them with these. Not satisfied with this, but searching every 
thing through the deepest parts of nature, where she seetns 
to have forgot her usual benevolence, they found a poisonous 
plant, a deadly caustic, that inflames the part that is bruised, 
and often occasions death. This they applied to those 
wounds. My lords, we know that there are men (for so we 
are made) whom bodily pains cannot subdue. The mind of 
some men strengthens in proportion as the body suffers. But 
people who can bear up against their own tortures, cannot 
bear up against those of their children and their friends. To 
add, therefore, to their sufferings, the innocent children were 
brought forth, and cruelly scourged before the faces of their 
parents. They frequently bound the father and the son, 
face to face, arm to arm, body to body, and then flogged till 
the skin was torn from the flesh : and thus they had the 
devilish satisfaction of knowing, that every blow must wound 
the body or the mind ; for if one escaped the son, his sen- 
mbility was wounded by the knowledge he had that the blow 
had fallen upon his father ; the same torture was felt by the 
father, whei^ be knew that every blow that missed him hud 
fs^llen upon bis uqfortuqate son* 

My lords, this w^s not, this was not all ! Tlie treatment 
of the females cannot be described. Virgins that were kept 
fxom the, sight of the sun, were dragged into the public 
court-^tb^t court which was intended to be a refine against 
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all oppressioo-^and there, in the pretence of day, their dell* 
cacies were offended, and their persons cruelly violated, by 
the basest of mankind. It did not end there : the wives of 
the men of the country only suffered less by this : they lost 
their honour in the bottom of the most cruel dungeons, io 
which they were confined, l^hey were then dragged out 
naked, and in that situation exposed to public view, and 
scourged before all the people. My lords, here is my 
authority — for otherwise you will not believe it possible. 
My lords, what will you feel when I tellyou, that they put 
the nipples of the women into the cleft notches of sharp 
bamboos, and tore them from their bodies. What modesty 
in all nations mpst carefully conceals, these monsters revealed 
to view, and consumed by burning tortutes, and cruel slow 
fires ! My lords, I am ashamed to open it-- hbrrid to tell ! 
these infernal fiends, these monstrous tools of this monster 
Debi Sing, in defiance of every thing divine or human, 
planted death in the source of life ! 



Peroration to Mr. Burke's Speech on the Impeach- 
ment of Warren Hastings. 

MY lords, none but wicked, bloody, and rapacious per- 
sons can be employed to execute such a task. Therefore, I 
charge Mr. Hastings — and we shall charge him when we 
come to bring it more home to him — I charge him with 
having destroyed the whole system of government, which he 
had no right to destroy, in the six provincial councils — I 
charge him with having delegated away that power, which' 
the act of parliament had directed him to preserve unalien^ 
ably in himself — I charge him with having formed an osten-' 
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sible committee to be instruments and tools at the enormous 
expence of 62,000/. a-year — I charge him with having ap- 
pointed a person dewan to whom those tools were to be 
subservient, a man, whose name, to his own knowledge, by 
his own general recorded official transactions, by every thing 
that pan make a man known, abhorred, and detested, was 
stamped with infamy ; with giving him this whole power, 
which be had thus separated from the council general, and 
from the provincial councils — I charge him with taking 
bribes of Gunga Govind Sing — I charge him that he has. 
not done that bribe-duty with fidelity ; for there is something 
like a fidelity in the transactions of the very worst of men — I 
charge him with having robbed those people of whom he took 
the bribes — I charge him with having alienated the fortunes 
of widows — i charge hin^ with having, withQut right, title> 
or purchase, taken away the lauds of orphans, and given 
theni^ to the very person under whose protection .those 
orphans were — I charge him with giving those very zemin- 
daries to the most wicked of persons, knowing his wicked- 
ness ; with having committed to him that great country, and 
with having wasted the country, destroyed the landed intjerest, 
cruelly harassed the peasants, burnt their houses, and de- 
stroyed their crops — I charge him with having tortured and 
dishonoured their persons, and destroyed the honour of the 
whole female race of that country. This I charge upon him 
in the name of the Commons of England. 

Now, my lords, what is it in this last moment that we 
want besides the cause of justice — the cause of oppressed 
princes, of undone #vomen of the first rank, of desolated 
provinces, and of wasted kingdoms i Do you want a criminal, 
sily lords ? When was there so much iniquity applied to any 
one ? No, my lords, with respect to India, you must not 
look to puni^ in India more ; for Mr. Hasting has net left 
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substance enough in Asm to punish such another delinquent 
My lords, if a prosecutor you want, the Comnoions of Great 
Britain appear to prosecut*. You have before you the 
Commons of Great Britain as prosecutors ; and I believe, 
my lords, I may venture to say, that the sun in his beneficent 
progress does not behold a more glorious sight, than to see 
those that are separated by th^ material bounds and barriers 
of nature, united by the bond of social and natural huma- 
nity ; and all the Commons of England resenting as their 
own, the indignities and cruelties that have been offered to 
the people of India. My lords, permit me to add, neither 
do we want a tribunal ; for a greater tribunal than the pre- 
sent, no example of antiquity, nor any thing in the world, 
can supply. My lords, here we see, virtually in the mind's 
eye, the sacred minister of the crown, under Vhose autho- 
rity you sit, and whose power you exercise. In that invisible 
authority, which we all feel 'the energy and life of, we see 
the protecting power of his majesty. We have also, my 
lords, sitting in judgment, in this great and august assembly, 
the Heir Apparent to the crown, such as the fond wishes of 
the people of England desire an heir apparent to be. We 
have here all the nobles of England, offering themselves as 
a pledge for the support of the rights of th^ crown, and the 
liberties of the people. We have here, my lords, a great 
hereditary peerage ; w^e have those who4iave their own ho* 
nour, the honour of their ancestors, and the honour of their 
posterity to guard ; and who, while they inherit the virtues 
of those ancestors, will be anxious to transmit them to that 
posterity. 'My lords, we have also here a new nobility, who 
have raised themselves by their int^rity, their virtue, and 
their magnanimity, and those who, by their various talen«is 
and abilities have been exalted to a situation, by the wisdooii^^ 
and boanty of their sovereign, which they well deserve, and 
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tvbtcb may justify that favour^ and secure to them the good 
opinion of their fellow subjects. These will be equally 
<^areful not to sully those hoil^urs. My lords, we have here 
persons highly exalted in the practice of the law, who come 
to sit in this tribunal, to enlighten it, and to strengthen and 
promote those principles which they have maintained in their 
respective courts below. These being ennobled for their 
superior knowledge, will, no doubt, see that the faw is justly 
:ind impartially administered. My lords, you have here also 
the lights of our holy religion, the bishops of our church. 
Here we behold the true image of the most incorrupted 
religion, in its primitive and ancient forms ; here you behold 
it in its primitive ordinances, purified from the superstitions 
that ^r-e but too apt to disgrace the best institutions in the^ 
world. You have here the representatives of that religion, 
whicji says, that God is a God of love, that of their institu- 
tions the very vital spirit is charity, and that it so much 
hates oppression, that when the God whom we adore ap- 
peared in human form, he did not appear in greartness of 
majesty, but in sympathy to the lower people, and made it 
a firm principle, that in that government which he who is 
Master of nature and who appeared in our humble form has 
established, of the flock that feed and those that feed them, 
he who is called first among them is and ought to be the 
servant of the rest. 

My lords, these are our securities ; we rest upon them ; 
M'e reckon upon them ; and we commit, with confidence, 
the interests of India and of humanity to your hands. Therer 
fore it is, that, ordered by the House of Commons of Great 
Britain, I impeach Warren Hastings of high crimes and 
misdemeanors. 

I impeach him in the name of the Commons of Great 

g2 
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BritaiD in parliament assembled, whose parliamentary trust 
he has abused. 

I impeach him iu the name of the Commons of Great 
Britain, whose national character he has dishonoured. 

I impeach him in the name of the people of India, whose 
laws, rights, and liberties, he has subverted. 

I impeach him in the name of the people of India, whose 
properties he has destroyed, whose country he has laid waste 
and desolate. 

I impeach him in the name of human nature itself, which 
he has cruelly outraged, injured, and oppressed, in both sexes. 
And I impeach him in the name and by the virtue of those 
eternal laws of justice, which ought equally to pervade every 
age, condition, rank, and situation in the world. 



Description of General Conv^tay's Situation ok 
THE Repeal of the American Stamp Act. 

I WILL likewise do justice, I ought to do it, to the 
honourable gentleman who led us in this house.** Far from 
the duplicity wickedly charged on him, he acted his part 
with alacrity and resolution. We all felt inspired by the 
example he gave us, down even to myself, the weakest in 
that phalanx. I declare for one, I knew well enough (it 
could not be concealed from any body) the true state of 
things ; but, in my life, I never came with so much spirits 
into this house. It was a time for a man to act in. We 
had powerful enemies ; but we had faithful and determined 
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friends^ and a glorious cause. We bad a great battle to 
figbt ; but we bad the means of fighting ; not as now^ when 
our arms are tied behind us. We did fight that day and 
conquer. 

I remember^ Sir^ with a melancholy pleasure, the situation 
of the honourable gentleman ''^ who made the motion for the 
repeal ; in that crisis, when the whole trading interest of this 
empire, crammed into your lobbies, with a trembling and 
anxious expectation, waited, almost to a winter's return of 
light, their fate from your resolutions. When, at length you 
had determined in their favour, and your doors, thrown open, 
shewed them the figure of their deliverer in the well-earned 
triumph of his important victory, from the whole of that 
grave multitude there arose an involuntary burst of gratitude 
and transport. They jumped upon him like children on a 
long absent father. They clung about him as captives about 
their redeemer. All England, all America, joined to his 
applause. Nor did he seem insensible to the best of all 
earthly rewards, the love and admiration of his fellow citizens. 
Hope elevated and joy brightened his crest • I stood near 
him; and his face, to use the expression of the scriptnre of 
the first martyr, '' his face was as if it had been the face of 
an angel." I do not know how others feel; but if I had 
stood in that situation, I never would have exchanged it for 
all that kings in their profusion could bestow. I did hope, 
that that day's danger and honour would have been a bond 
to hold us all together for ever. Bu^ alas ! that, with other 
pleasing visions, is long^since vanished. 
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Devastation of the Carnatic. 



WHEN at length Hyder AH found that he had to do with 
men who either would sign no convention, or whom no treaty 
and no signature could bind, and who were the determined 
enemies of human intercourse itself, he decreed to liiake the 
country possessed by these incorrigible and predestinated 
criminals a memorable example to mankind. He resolved, 
in the gloomy recesses of a mind capacious of such things, 
to leave the whole Carnatic an everlasting monument of 
vengeance, *^nd to put perpetual desolation as a barrier be- 
tween him and those, against whom the faith which holds 
the moral elements of the world together, was no protection. 
He became at length so confident of his force, so collected 
in his might, that he made no secret whatsoever of his dread- 
ful resolution. Having terminated his disputes with every 
enemy, and every rival, who buried their mutual animosities 
in their common detestation against the creditors of the 
nabob of Arcot, he drew from every quarter whatever a 
savage ferocity could add to his new rudiments in the arts of 
destruction ; and compounding all the materials of fury, 
havocj, and desolation, into one black cloud, he hung for a 
while on the declivities of the mountains. Whilst the autbors 
of all these evils were idly and stupidly gazing on this 
menacing meteor, which blackiened all their horizon, it sud- 
denly burst, and poured down the wh&te of its contents upon 
the plains of the Carnatic. Then ensued a scene of woe, 
the like of which no eye had seen, no heart conceived, and 
which no tongue can adequately tell. AH the horrors of 
war before known or heard of, were mercy to that new 
havoc. -A storm of universal fire blasted every field, con- 
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sumed every faouse^ destroyed every teiBpIe. The miserable 
inhabitants flying from their flaming villages^ in part were 
slaughtered ; othet-s/ wUhou't Regard to sei, to age, to the 
respect of rank, or sacredness of function, fathers torn from 
children, husbands from wives, enveloped in a whirlwind of 
cavalry, and amidst the goading spears of drivers, and the 
trampling of pursuing horses, were swept into captivity in an 
uaknown and hostile land. Those who were able to evade 
tfafs tempest, fled to the walled cities. But es^ping from 
iire, sword, and exile, diey fell into the jaws bf famine. 

T^e alms of the settlement, in tliis dreadful exigency^ were 
certainly liberal; and all was done by charity that private 
charity could do ; but it was a people in beggary ; it wa's a 
nation which stretched out its hands for food. For moruhs 
together these creatures of sufferance^ whose: very excess 
and lu;^ury, in their mobt plefiteous days, had fallen' short of 
the allowance of our austerest fasts> silent,* partte^t, resigned, 
without sedition or disturbance, . almost without compiaint, 
perished by an hundred a day in the streets of Mgadras ; every 
iay seventy at least laid their bodies io the sti^t^) or on the 
glacis of Tanjore, and expired of fa»)in^ in the granary of 
Indian I was going to awake your jusliioe towards this un- 
happy j)art of our feUow*citizens, by bringing before you 
apme of the circdmstaittces. of ibis plague of bnfiigei^. Of alt 
ti^ calamities which beset and waylay the: life of man> this 
comes the nearest to our heart, and is that wherein the 
froudest of us all feels himself to be nothing* ikiore than he 
i: but I find myself unabte to ibanage it with diecb rum ; 
bese details are of a species of horror so nauseous and dis- 
gusting; they are ^o: degrading to the sufferers and to the 
leairers ; th^ are so humiliating to human nature itself, that, 
«n better thoughts, I find it more advisable' to throw a pall 
|V«r this hideous object, and to. leave it to your general c6n- 
eptions. 

G 4 
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Description of Junius. 



WHERE, then, Sir, shall we look for the origin of thii 
relaxation of the laws and of all govemnent i Kow cmaes 
this Junius to have broken through the cobwebs of the law, 
and to range uncontrouled, unpunidied, through the land ^Tbe 
myrmidons of the court have been long, and are still, puraning 
him in vain. They will not spend their time upon me, or you, 
or. you : no ; they disdain such vermin, when the mighty 
boar of the forest, that has broken through all their toils, is 
before them. But, wUrt will all their efforts avail ? No 
sooner has he wounded one, than he lays down another dead 
at his feci;. For my part, when I saw his attack upon th 
King, I. own my blood ran cold.' I thought he had ventured 
too far, and^jjbf&t there was an ^nd of J^ triumphs ; not that 
he had not asserted many truths. Yes, Sir, there are in ^f | 
composition many bold truths by which a wise prince migh. 
profit. It was the rancour and venom with which I waa 
struck. In these respects the North Briton is as mucl 
inferior to him, as in strength, wit, and judgment. Bu 
while I expected from this daring flight his final ruin ant 
fall, behold him rising still higher, and comii^ down souse' 
upon both houses of parliament. Yes, he did make yotf 
his quarry, and you still bleed from the wounds of his talons 
You crouched, and still crouch beneath his rage. Nor hat 
he dreaded the terror of your brow. Sir ; he has attacked 
even you— he has — and I believe you have no reason tc 
triumph in the encounter. In short, after carrying away eui 
royal eagle in his pounces, and dashing him against a rock 
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he has laid you prostrate. King, Lords, and Commons, are 
but the sport of his fury. Were he a member of this house, 
what might not be expected from his knowledge, his firm- 
ness, and integrity ! He would be easily known by his 
contempt of all danger, by his penetration, by his vigour. 
Nothing would escape his vigilance and activity. Rad 
ministers could conceal nothing from his sagacity ; nor 
could promises nor threats induce him to conceal any thing 
from the public. 



Lamentation for the Loss of his Son. 



HAD it pleased God to continue to me the hopes of suc- 
cession, I should have been according to my mediocrity, and 
r the mediocrity of the age I live in, a sort of founder of a 
I family ; I should have left a son, who, in all the points iu 
1 which personal merit can be viewed, in science, in erudition, 
^ in genius, in taste, in honour, iu generosity, iu humanity, in 
^ eveiy liberal sentiment, and every liberal accomplishment, 
^ would not have shewn himself inferior to the Duke of 
^ Bedford, or to any of those whom he traces in his line. His 
f grace very soon would have wanted all plausibility in his 
^^ attack upon that provision which belonged more to mine 
^ than to me. HE would soon have supplied every deficiency, 
9 and symmetrized eve]^ disproportion. It would not have 
i: been for that successor to resort to any stagnant wasting 
c reservoir of merit in me, or in any ancestry. He had in 
c liimself a salient, living spring, of generous and manly action. 
I £very day he lived he would have re-purchased the bounty 
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of the crowtii and ten times more, if ten times more he had 
received. He was made a public creature ; and had no en' 
joyment whatever, but in the performance of some duty. At 
this exigent moment, the loss of a finished man is tiot eadj 
supplied* 

But a disposer whose power we are little able to resist, 
and whose wisdom it behoves us not at aU to dispute ; has 
ordained it in another manner, and (whatever my querulous 
weakness might suggest) a far better. The storm has gone 
over me ; and I lie like one of those old oaks which the late 
hurricane has scattered about me. I am stripped of all my 
honours ; I am torn up by the roots, and lie prostrate on the 
earth ! There, and prostrate there, I most unfeignedly re- 
cognise the divine justice, and in some . degree submit to it. 
But whilst I humble myself before God, I do not know that 
it is forbidden to repel the attacks of unjust and inconsiderate 
men. The patience of Job is proverbial. After some of 
the convulsive struggles of our irritable nature, he submitted 
^himself, and repented, in dust and ashes. But even so, I do 
not find him blamed fot reprcAietiding, and with a consider- 
able degree of verbal asperity, those ill-natured neighbours of 
his, who visited his dun^iU, to read moral, political, and 
ceconomica) lectures on his' misery. I am alone. I have 
none to meet my enemies in the gate. Indeed, my lord, I 
greatly deceive myself, if in this harB season I. would give a 
l^ck of refuse wheat for all that is called fdme and honour 
in the world. This is the appetite but of a few. Jt is a 
Insnry; it is a privili^ge : it is aii indulgence for those who 
are at their ease. But we are all of us made to shun disgrace, 
as we are made to shrink 'from pain, and poverty, and disease. 
It is an instinct : and under the direction of reason, instinct 
i» aiways in the right. I live in an inverted ordei". They 
who' ought to have saicceeded me have gone before me. They 
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who should bare been to me as posterity are in the place of 
ancestors. I owe to the dearest relation (which ever must 
subsist iri memory) that act of piefty, which he would have 
performed to me ; I owe it to him to shew that he was not 
descended^ as the Duke of Bedford would have it^ from an 
unworthy parent. 



• 4toW'»:'*« 



Description^ of the Queen of France. 

IT is now sixteen or seventeea yeak-s since I saw the Queen 
of France, then the dauphiness^ at Versailles; and surely 
never lighted on this ovb, which she hardly seemed to touch, 
a more delightful vision. I saw her just arbove the horizon, 
decorating and cheering tRe elevated sphere she just began to 
move in, — glittering like the morning-star, full of life, and 
splendor, and joy. Oh ! .what a revolution ! and what an 
heart must I have, to contemplate without emotion that 
elevation and that fall ! Little did I dream that, when she 
added titles of veneration to diose of enthusiastic, distant, 
respectful love, that she should ever be obliged to carry the 
sharp antidote against disgrace concealed in that bosom ; 
little did I dream that I should have lived to see such dis- 
asters fallen upon her in a nation of gallant men, in a nation 
of men of honour and of cavaliers. I thought ten thousand 
swords must have leaped from their scabbards to avenge even 
a look that threatened her with insult. — But the ase of 
chivalry is gone. — ^That of sophisters, ceconomists, and cal- 
culators, has succeeded ; and the glory of Europe is extin- 
guished for ever. Never, never more, shall we behold that 
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generous loyalty to rank and sex, diat proud nibmiauoit, that 
dignified obedience, that mibordinatioD of the heart, which 
kept stive, even in servitude itaelf, the spirit of an exaltei) 
freedom. The unbought grace of life, the cheap defence 
of nations, the nuise of mnnly sentiment and heroic enterprize 
is gone ! It is gone, that sensibility of principle, that chastity 
of hojiour, which felt a stain like a wound, which inspired 
courage, whilst it mitigated ferocity, which ennobled what- 
ever it touched, and under which vice itself lost half its evil, 
by losing all its grossness. 
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John Philpot Curran was born at New- 
market, a little village in the south of Ireland. 
His father and mother were of humble origin 
and humble means ; and it was partly by toil, 
partly by talent, and partly by accident, that 
he was enabled to achieve an education in the 
University of Dublin, which he entered as a 
sizar and left without distinction. By self 
exertion^ he contrived to complete his terms 
at the Middle Temple, and in the year 1775, 
was called to the Irish Bar, of which, for 
thirty years, he was the brightest ornament. 
His uncommon eloquence procured for him 
a seat in the parliament of his country, and 
there, to his injmortal fame be it recorded, he 
never raised his voice or gave his vote against 
the cause of civil and religious liberty. The 
oppressed found in him an intrepid advocate — 
the bar a brilliant orator — the senate an in- 
corruptible patriot, and the Bench, to which. 
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as Master of the Rolls, he was ultimately 
elevated, an upright judge. To this eulogium 
may be fairly added, the character of an in- 
comparable companion — his board was ever 
open to the friends he prized, and never was 
hospitality more enlivening or more en- 
lightened. The plan of this Volume will not 
allow me to recapitulate the events of a life 
which I have already detailed elsewhere. It 
was my happiness to haye known him well— 
my highest honour to have been received into 
his friendship, and my mournful consolation 
to have smoothed his death-bed. He died at 
Brompton on the 13th of October, 1817, and 
was buried in the vaults of Paddington 
church. 

Requiescat in pace. 
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Mr. Curran s Charactbr of Lord Clare under 
the pretence of describing sir constantinb 
Phipps. 



IN this very chamber did the chancellor and judges sit, 
with all the gravity and affected attention to arguments in 
favour of that liberty and those rights which they had con- 
spired to destroy. But to what end, my lords, offer argu- 
ment to such men ? A little and a peevish mind may be 
exasperated, but how shall it be corrected by refutation? 
How fruitless would it have been to represent to that 
wretched chancellor, that he y^as betraying those rights 
which he was sworn to maintain, that he was involving a 
government in disgrace ; and a kingdom in panic and con- 
sternation ; that .he was violating every sacred duty, and 
every solemn engagement that bound him to himself, his 
country, his sovereign, and his God ! — Alas, my lords, by 
what argument could any man hope to recfaiim or dissuade a 
mean, illiberal, and unprincipled minion of authority, in- 
duced by his profligacy to undettake,^and bound by his avarice 
aud vanity to persevere ? H^ would probably have replied 
to the most unanswerable arguments, by some curt, con- 
tumelious and unmeaning apophthegm, delivered with the 
fretful smile of imtated self-sufficiency aud disconcerted 
arrogance ; oj^^j^eu. if he coiild be dragged by his fears to a 
consideration W the questiot>, by what miracle could tb^ 
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pigmy capacity of a stunted pedant be enlarged to a ^recep- 
tion of the subject P The endeavour to approach it would 
have only removed hitn to a greater distance than he was 
before : as a little hand that strives to grasp a mighty globe 
is thrown back by the re-action of its own effort to compre- 
hend. — It may be given to a Hale, or a Hardwicke, to 
discover and retiact a mistake ; the errors of such men are 
only specks that arise for a moment upon the surface of a 
splendid luminary ; coiisumed by its heat, or irradiated by its 
light, they soon purge and disappear; but the perversenest 
of a mean and narrow intellect, are like the excrescences 
that grow upon a body naturally cold and dark : no fire to 
waste them, and no ray to enlighten, they assimilate and 
coalesce with those qualities so congenial to their nature, 
and acquire an incorrigible permanency in die union with 
kindred frost and kindred opacity. Nor indeed, my lords, 
except where the interest of millions can be affected by the 
' felly or the vice of an individual, need it be much regretted, 
that, to things not worthy of being made better, it hath not 
pleased Providence to afford the privilege of improvement. 



DSSCRIPTIOM OF THE BaLLOT BY BeANS. 

I 

BUT, my lords, it seems' all these defects in point of 
accusation, of defence, of trii^ and of judgment, as the in- 
genious gentlemen have argued, are' cured by the magical 
virtue of those beans^ by w^ose agency the whole buuness 
must be conducted* 

If die law had permitted a single word^^be exchanged 
between the parties, the learned counsel coJffess that much 
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Mr. Curran's Speech in Defence of the Rev. 
^Charles Massy, against the Margiuis of 
Headfort, for Criminal Conversation with 
Plaintiff's Wife. 



NEVER so clearly as in the present instance have I ob- 
served that safeguard of justice, which Providence hath 
placed in the nature of man. Such is the imperious domi- 
nion with which truth and reason wave their sceptre over 
the human intellect, that no solicitations, however artful, 
no talent, however commanding, can reduce it from its 
allegiance. In proportion to the humility of our submission 
to its rule do we rise into some faint emulation of that in- 
effiible and presiding divinity, whose characteristic attribute 
it is — to be coerced and bound by the inexorable laws of its 
own nature, so as to be cdl-wise and alUjust from necessity, 
rather than election. Yon have seen it in the learned advo- 
cate who has preceded me most peculiarly and strikingly 
illustrated — ^you have seen even his great talents, perhaps 
the first in any country, languishing under a cause too weak 
to carty him, and too heavy to be carried by him. He was 
forced to dismiss his natural candour and sincerity, and, hav- 
ing no merits in his case, to substitute the dignity of his own 
onamier, the resources of his own ingenuity, over the over- 
whehning dilBSculties with which he was surrounded. — 
Wretched client I unhappy advocate*! what a combination 

H 
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do you form ! But such is the condition of guilt — its com- 
mission mean and tremulous — its defence artificial and 
insincere — its prosecution candid and simple — its condemna- 
tion dignified and austere. Such has been the defendant's 
guilt — such his defence — such shall be my address, — ^and 
such^ I trust, your verdict. The learned counsel has told 
you, that this unfortunate woman is not to be estimated at 
forty thousand pounds — fatal and unquestionable is the truth 
of this assertion. Alas ! gentlemen, she is no longer worth 
any thing — faded, fallen, degraded, and disgraced, she is 
worth less than nothing ! But it is for the honour, the hope, 
the expectation, the tenderness, and the comforts that have 
been blasted by the defendant, and have fled for ever, that 
you are to remunerate the plaintiflF, by the punishment of 
tb& defendant. It is not her present value which you are to 
weigh — but it is her value at that time, when she sat basking 
in a husband's love, with the blessing of heaven on her'bead, 
and its purity in her heart ; when she sat amongst her family, 
and administered the morality of the parental board:— 
estimate that j)ast value — compare it with its present de 
plorable diminution — and it may lead you to form some 
judgment of the severity of the injury, and the requisite 
extent of the compensation. 

The learned counsel has told you, you ought to be cao* 
tious, l)ecause your verdict cannot be set aside for excess. 
The assertion is just, but has he treated you fairly by its 
application ? His cause vypuld not allow him to be fair— 
for, why is the rule adopted in this single action ? Because, 
this being peculiarly aii injury to the most susceptible of all 
human feelings— it leaves the injury of the husband to be 
ascertained by the sensibility of the jury, and does not 
presume to measure the justice of their determination by the 
cold and chilly exercise of his own discretion. In any other 
action it is easy to calculate. If a tradesman'^ arm is cot 
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off, you can measure the loss which he has sustained — but 
the wound of feeling, and the agony of the heart, cannot be 
judged by any standard with whiclj I am acquainted. And 
you are unfairly dealt with, when you are called on to ap- 
preciate the present suffering of the husband by the present 
guilt, delinquency, and degradation of his wife. As well 
might you, if called on to give compensation to a man for 
the murder of his dearest friend — find the measure of his 
ifljuiy, by weighing the ashes of the dead. But it is not, 
gentlemen of the jury, by weighing the ashes of the dead, 
that you would estimate the loss of the survivor. 

The learned counsel has referred you to other cases, and 
other countries, for instance of moderate verdicts. I can 
refer you to some authentic instances of just ones. In the 
next country, 15,000/. against a subaltern officer. In 
Travers and McCarthy, 5000/. against a servant. In Tighe 
against Jones, 10,000/. against a man not worth a shilling. 
What then ought to be the rule, where rank, and power, and 
wealth, and station, have combined to render the example of 
his crime more dangerous — to make his guilt more odious — 
to make the injury to the plaintiff more grievous, because 
more conspicuous ? I affect no levelling familiarity, when 
I speak of persons in the higher ranks of society— distinctions 
of orders are necessary, and I always feel disposed to treat 
them with respect — but when it is my duty to speak of the 
crimes by which they are degraded, I am not so fastidious 
as to shrink from their contact, when to touch them is 
essential to their dissection. In this action, the condition, 
the conduct, and circumstances of the party, are justly and 
peculiarly the objects of your consideration. Who are the 
parties ? The plaintiff, young, amiable, of family and edu- 
cation. Of the generous disinterestedness of his heart you 
can form an opinion even from the evidence of the defendant, 
that he declined an alliance, which would have added to his 
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fortune and consideration^ and which he rejected for an 
unportioned union with his present wife. She too, at 
that time youngs beautiful and accomplished; and feeliif 
her affection fot* her husband increase^ in proportion as she 
remembered the ardour of his love, and the sincerity of his 
sacrifice. Look now to the defendant !— I blush to name 
him ! — I blush to name a rank which he lias tarnished — and 
a patent that he has worse than cancelled. High in the 
army — ^high in the state — the hereditary counsellor of the 
king — of wealth incalculable — and to this last I advert with 
an indignant and contemptuous satisfaction, because, as the 
only instrument of his guilt and shame, it will be the means 
of his punishment, and the source of compensation for his 

But let me call your attention distinctly to the questioas 
you have to consider. The first is the fact of guilt. Is this 
noble lord guilty ? His counsel knew too well how they 
would have mortified his vanity, had they given the smallest 
reason to doubt the splendor of his atchievement. Agaipst 
any such humiliating suspicipn he had taken the most studious 
precaution by the publicity of the exploit. And here, in 
this court, and before you, and in d»e face of the country, has 
he the unparalleled effrontery of disdaining to resort even to a 
confession of innocence — His guilt established, yoiu- next 
question is, the damages you should give. You have been 
told, that the amount of the damages should depend on cir- 
cumstances. You will consider these circumstances, whether 
of aggravation or mitigation. His learned counsel contend, 
that the plaintiff has been the author of his own suffering, 
and ought to receive no compensation for the ill conse- 
quences of his own conduct. In what part of the evidence 
do you find any foundation for that assertion f He indulged 
her, it seems, in dress — generous and attached, he probably 
indulged her in that point beyond his means ; aad the 4b- 
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fendant now impudeDtly calls on you to find an excuse for 
the adulterer in the fondness and liberality of the husband. 
But you have been told^ that the husband connived. Odious 
and impudent aggravation of injury — to add calumny to 
insult^ and outrage to dishonour* From whoni^ but a man 
hackneyed in the paths of shame and vice^ — from whom, but 
from a man having no compunctions in his own breast to 
restrain him, could you expect such brutal disregard for the 
feelings of others — from whom, but the cold-blooded 
veteran seducer — from what, but from the exhausted mind — 
the habitual community with shame — from what, but the 
habitual contempt of virtue and of man, could you have 
expected the arrogance, the barbarity, and folly of so foul — 
because so false an imputation ? He should have reflected — 
and have blushed, before he suffered so vile a topic of de- 
fence to have passed his lips. But, ere you condemn, let 
him have the benefit of the excuse, if the excuse be true. 
You must have observed how his counsel fluttered and 
vibrated — between what they called connivance and inju- 
dicious confidence ; and how, in affecting to distinguish 
they have confounded them both together. — If the plaintiff 
has connived, I freely say to you, do not reward the wretch 
Avho has prostituted his wife, and surrendered his own 
honour — do not compensate the pander of his own shame, 
and the willing instrument of his own infamy. But as there 
is no sum so low to which such a defence, if true, ought not 
to reduce your verdict, so neither is any so high to which 
such a charge o^ght not to inflame it, if such a charge be 
fake. Where is the single fact in this case on which the 
remotest suspicion of connivance can be hung ? — Odiously 
iias the defendant endeavoured to make the softest and most 
amiable feelings of the heart the pretext of his slanderous 
imputations. An ancient and respectable prelate, the bus- 
hand of his wife's sister, chained down to the bed of sick- 
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ness, perhaps to the bed of death* In that distresnng 
situation, my client suffered that wife to be the bearer of 
consolation to the bosom of her sister — he had not the heart 
to refuse her — and the softness of his nature is now charged 
on him as a crime. He is now insolently told^ that he con- 
nived at his dishonour, and that he ought to have foreseen, 
that the mansion of sickness and of sorrow would have been 
made the scene of assignation and of guilt. On this charge 
of connivance I will not farther weary -you or e!(haost 
myself — I will add nothing more, than that it is as false as 
it is impudent — that in the evidence it has not a colour of 
support ; and that by your verdict you should mark it with 
reprobation. The other subject, namely, that he was indis- 
creet in his confidence, does, I think, call for some discussion 
— for I trust you see that I affect not any address to your 
passions, by which you may be led away from the subject— 
I presume merely to separate the parts of this affecting case, 
and to lay them item by item before you, with the coldness 
of detail, and not with any colouring or display of fiction or 
of fancy. Honourable to himself was his unsuspecting 
confidence, but fatal jnust we admit it to have been, when 
we look to the abuse committed upon it ; but where was the 
guilt of this indiscretion ? He did admit this noble lord to 
pass his threshold as his guest. N ow the charge which this 
noble lord builds on this indiscretion is — 'Sthou fool — thou 
hadst confidence in my honour — and that was a guilty indis- 
cretion — thou simpleton, thou thoughtest that an admitted 
and cherished guest, would have respected the laws of ho- 
nour and hospitality, and thy indiscretion was guilt — thou 
thoughtest that he would have shrunk from the meanness 
and barbarity of requiting kindness with treachery — and thy 
indiscretion was guilt.'' 

Gentlemen, what horrid alternative in the treatment of 
wives would such reasoning recommend ? Are they to be 
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immured by worse than eastern burbarity ? Are their prin- 
ciples to be depraved; their passions sublimated, every finer 
motive of action extinguished by the inevitable consequences 
of thus treating them like slaves ? Or is a liberal aud ge- 
nerous confidence in them to be the passport of the adulterer, 
and the justification of his crimes ? 

Honourably, but fatally for his own repose, he was neither 
jealous, suspicious, nor cruel. — He treated the defendant 
with the confidence of a friend — and his wife with the ten- 
derness of a husband. — He did leave^ to the noble marquis 
the physical possibility of committing against him the 
greatest crime which can be perpetrated against a being of 
an amiable heart and refined education. — In the middle of 
the day, at the moment of divine worship, when the miser- 
able husband was on his knees, directing the prayers and 
thanksgiving of his congregation to their God — that moment 
did the remorseless adulterer choose to carry off the deluded 
victim from her husband — from her child — from her cha- 
racter — from her happiness, — as if not content to leave his 
crime Confined to its miserable aggravations, unless he gave 
it a cast and colour of factitious sacrilege and impiety. Oh ! 
how happy had it been when he arrived at the bank of the 
river with the ill-fated fugitive, ere yet he had committed 
her to that boat, of which, like the fabled bark of Styx, the 
exile was eternal, how happy at that moment, so teeming 
with misery and with shame, if you, my lord, had met him, 
and could have accosted him in the character of that good 
genius which had abandoned him. How impressively might 
you have pleaded the cause of the father, of the child, of 
the mother, and even of the worthless defendant himself.— 

* 

You would have said, '* is this the requital that you are 
about to make for respect and kindness, and confidence in 
ypur honour P Can you deliberately expose this young man 
\a the bloom of life, with all his hopefi before him ? — Can 
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you expose him, a wretched outcast from societj to the 
scorn of a merciless world f Can you set him adrift updo 
the tempestuous ocean of his own passions, at this early 
season when they are most headstrong ; and can you cut Um 
out from the moorings of diose domestic oUigations bj 
whose cable he might ride at safety from their turbulence ? 
Think of, if you can conceive it, what a powerful influence 
arises from the sense of home, from the sacred religion of 
the hearth in quelling the passions, in reclaiming the wander- 
ings, in correcting the discords of the human heart ; do not 
cruelly take from him the protection of these attachmenti* 
But if you have no pity for the father, have mercy at least 
upon his innocent and helpless child ; do not condemn hiia 
to an education scandalous or neglected, — do not strike him 
into that most dreadful of all human conditions, the orphao- 
age that springs not from the grave, that falls not froln the 
hand of Providence, or the stroke of death; but comes 
before its time, anticipated and inflicted by the remorseless 
cruelty of parental guilt For the poor victim herself — not 
yet immolated — while yet balancing upon the pivot of her 
destiny, your heart could not be cold, nor your tongue be 
wordless. You would have said to him, pause,« — my lord^ 
while there is yet a moment for reflection. What are your 
motives, what your views, what your prospects from what 
you are about to do ? You are a married man, the husband 
of the nM>st amiable and respectable of women, yoa cannot 
look to the chance^ of marrying this wretched fugitive ; be- 
tween you and such an event there ure two sepulchres to 
pass. What are your inducements ? Is it love, think ^ou ? 
No,-hJo not give that name to any attraction you can find 
in the faded refuse of a violated bed. Love is a noble and 
generous passion ; it can be founded only on a pure and 
ardent friendship, on an exalted respect, on an implicit 
confidence in its object. Search your heart, examine your 
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jttdgtneiit^ dd you fiiKt the semblance of any one of these 
sentimetits to bind you to her ? Mrhsit could degrade a mind 
to which nature of education had given port or stature or 
character, into a friendship for her ? Could you repose upon 
her faith i Look in her face, my lord, she is at this moment 
giving you the violation of the most sacred of human obliga^ 
tions as the pledge of her fidelity. — She is giving you the 
most irrefragable proof that, as she is deserting her husband 
for yoti, so she would, without a scruple, abandon you for 
another. Do you anticipate any pleasure you might feel in 
the possible event of jrour becoming the parents of a com- 
mon child ? She is at this moment proving to you that she 
is a» dead to the sense of parental as of conjugal obligation ; 
and that she would abandon your offspring to-^morrow, with 
the same facility with which she now deserts her own. Look 
then at her conduct, as it is, as the world must behold it^ 
blackened by every aggravation that can make it either 
odious or eontemptible, and unrelieved by a single circum- 
stance of mitkation, that could palliate its guih, or retrieve 
it from abhorrence. 

^ Mean, however, and degraded as this woman must foe, she 
will stiB (if you take her with yon) have strong and heavy 
claims upon you. — ^The force of such claims does certainly 
depend upon circumstances ; before, therefore, you expose 
her fate to the dreadful risk of your caprice or ingratitude, in 
mercy to her weigh well the confidence she can place in your 
future justice and honour : at that future time, much nearer 
than you think, by . what topics can her cause be pleaded to 
a sated appetite, to a heart that repels her, to a just judgment 
in which she never could have been valued or respected ? — 
Here is not the case of an unmarried woman, with whom 
a pure and generous friendship may insensibly have ripened 
into a tliore serious attachment, until at last her heart became 
toe deeply pledged to be re-assumed : if so circumstanced, 
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without any husband to betray^ or child to desert, or motive 
to restrain, except what related solely to herself, her aoxietj 
for your happiness made her overlook every other considera- 
tion, and commit her history to your honour ; in such a case, 
(the strongest and the highest that imagination can suppose) ; 
in which you at least could see nothing but the most noble 
and disinterested sacrifice ; in which you could find nothing 
but what claimed from you the most kind and exalted sen- 
timent of tenderness, and devotion, and respect ; and in 
which the most fastidious rigour would find so much more 
subject for sympathy than blame : — Let me ask you, could 
you even in that case, answer for your own justice and 
gratitude ? I do not allude to the long and pitiful catalogue 
of paltry adventures, in which it seems your time has been 
employed — The coarse and vulgar succession of casual 
connexions, joyless, loveless and unendeared : but do you not 
find upon your memory some trace of an engagement of the 
character I have sketched ? — Has not your sense of what 
you would owe in such a case, and to such a woman, been 
at least once put to the test of experiment ? Has it not 
once at least happened that such a woman, with all the re- 
solution of strong faith, flung her youth, her hope, her 
beauty, her talent, upon your bosom, weighed you against 
the world, which she found but a feather in the scale, and 
took you as an equivalent f How did you then acquit 
yourself? Did you prove yourself worthy of the sacred 
trust reposed in you ? Did your spirit so associate widi 
hers, as to leave her no room to regret the splendid and dis- 
interested sacrifice she had made ? Did her soul find a 
pillow in the tenderness of yours, and support in its firm- 
ness ? Did you preserve her high in your dwn consciousness, 
proud in your admiration and friendship, and happy in your 
affection f You might have so acted, and the man that was 
worthy of her would have perished rather than not so act, 
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as to make ber delighted ^ith having confided so sacred a 
trust to his honour — Did you so act ? Did she feel that, 
however precious to your heart, she was still more exalted 
and honoured in your reverence and respect f Or did she 
find you coarse and paltry, fluttering and unpurposed, un- 
feeling, and ungrateful ? You found her a fair and blushing 
flower, its beauty and its fragrance bathed in the dews of 
heaven. Did you so tenderly transplant it, as to preserve 
that beauty and fragrance unimpaired ? Or did you so rudely 
cut it, as to interrupt its nutriment, to waste its sweetness, 
to blast its beauty, to bow down its faded and sickly head ? 
And did you at last fling it like ^^ a loathsome weed away ?'' 
If then to such ^ woman, so clothed with every title that 
could ennoble, and exalt, and endear her to the heart of 
man, you would be cruelly and capriciously deficient, how 
can a wretched fugitive like this, in every point her contrast, 
hope to find you just f Send her then away. Send her back 
to her home, to her child, to her husband, to herself." Alas, 
there was no one to hold such language to this noble de- 
fendant ; he did not hold it to himself. But he paraded his 
despicable prize in his own carriage, with his own retinue, 
his own servants — this veteran Paris hawked his enamoured 
Helen from this western quarter of the island to a sea-port 
in the eastern, crowned with the acclamations of a senseless 
and grinning rabble, glorying and delighted, no doubt, in the 
leering and scoffing admiration of grooms and ostlers, and 
waiters, as he passed. 

In this odious contempt of every personal feeling, of 
public opinion, of common humanity, did he parade this 
woman to the sea-port, whence he transported his precious 
cargo to a country, where her example may be less mis- 
chievous than in her own ; where I agree with my learned 
colleague in heartily wishing he may remain with her for 
ever. We are too poor, too simple, too unadvanced a coun- 
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try, for the adTaticement of such atchieveraents. Wb«D the 
relaxation of morals is the natural growth and consequence 
of the great progress of arts and wealth, it is accompanied 
by a refinement, that make$ it less gross and shocking : but 
for such palliations we are at leabt a century too young. I 
advise you, therefore, most earnestly to rebuke this budding 
mischief, by letting the wholesome vigour and chastisement 
of a liberal verdict speak what you think of its enormity. 
In every point of view in which I can look at the subject, I 
see you are called upon to give a verdict of bold, and just, 
and indignant, and exemplary compensation. The injury 
of the plaintiff demands it from your justice ; the delin- 
quency of the defendant provokes it by its enormxl^. The 
rank on which he has relied for impunity calls upon ymi to 
tell him, that crime does not ascend to the rank of the per- 
petrator, but the perpetrator sinks from his rank, and 
descends to the level of his delinquency. The style and 
mode of his defence is a gross aggravation of his conduct, 
and a gross insult upon you. Look upon the different sub- 
jects of his defence as you ought, and let him profit by them 
as he deserves; vainly presumptuous upon his rank he 
wishes to overawe you by the despicable consideration. He 
next resorts to a cruel aspersion upon the character of the 
unhappy plaintiff, whom he had already wounded beyond 
the possibility of reparation ; he has ventured to charge him 
with connivance : as to that, I will only say, gentlemen of 
the jury, do not give this vain boaster a pretext for saying, 
that if her husband connived in the offence, the jury also 
connived in the reparation. But he has pressed another 
curious topic upon you. After the plaintiff had cause to 
suspect his designs, and the likelihood of their being fatally 
successful, he did not then act precisely as he ought. Gra- 
cious God, what an argument for him to dare to advance! 
It is saying this to him : ^^ I abused your confidence, your 
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hospitality; I laid a base plan for the s^oduction of the wif^ 
of your bosom ; I succeeded at l^st^ so as tP throw io upQa 
you that most dreadful of all suspicions to a man fondly 
attached^ proud of his wife's honour, and trembliugly ^live 
to his own ; that you were possibly a dupe to the confidence 
in the wife, s^s much as in the guest : in this so pitiable dis- 
tress, which I myself had studiously and deliberately con^ 
trived for you, between hope and fear, and doubt and love, 
and jealousy and shame ; one monient shrmking from the 
cruelty of your suspicion ; the next, fired with indignation 
at the facility and credulity of your acquittal; in this labyrinth 
of doubt, in tbis phrensy of suffering, you were not collected 
and composed ; you did not act as you might have done, if 
I had not worked you to madness ; and upon that very 
madness which I have inflicted upon you, upon the very 
completion of my guilt, and of your misery, I wiU build my 
defence. You will not act critically rights and therefore are 
unworthy of compensation." Gentlemen, can you be dead 
to the remorseless atrocity of such a defence ! And shall not 
your honest verdict mark it as it deserves i But let me go a 
little further ; let me ask you, for I confess I have no dis- 
tinct idea, what should be the conduct of an husband so 
placed, and who is to act critically right i Shall he lock her 
up, or turn her out, or enlarge or abridge her liberty of 
acting as she pleases i Oh, dreadful Areopagus of the 
tea-lable ! how formidable thy inquests, how tremendous 
thy condemnations ! In the first case he is brutal and bar- 
barous, an odious eastern despot. In the next ; what ! turn 
an innocent woman out of his house, without evidence or 
proof. But merely because he is vile and mean enough to 
suspect the wife of his bosom, and the mother of his child ! 
Between these extremes, what intermediate degree is he to 
adopt i I put this question to you at this moiment,*^unia- 
fluenced by any passion as you now are, hut cool wd 
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collected^ and uninterested as you must be, do you see 
clearly this proper and exact line, which the plaintiff should 
have pursued f I must question if you do. But if you did 
or could, must you not say, that he was the last man from 
whom you should expect the coolness to discover^ or the 
steadiness to pursue it ? And yet this is th^ outrageous and 
insolent defence that is put forward to you. My miserable 
client, when his brain was on fire, and every fiend of hell 
was let loose upon his heart, he should then, it seems, have 
placed himself before his mirror, he should have taught the 
stream of agony to flow decorously down his forehead ; be 
should have composed his features to harmony ; he should 
have writhed with grace, and groaned in melody. But look 
farther to this noble defendant, and his honourable defence ; 
the wretched woman is to be successively the victim of seduc- 
tion, and of slander. She, it seems, received marked attentions 
— here, I confess, I felt myself not a little at a k)ss. The 
witnesses co^ld not describe what these marked atten^oos 
were, or are. They consisted, not, if you believe the wit- 
ness who swore to them, in any personal approach, or 
contact whatsoever — nor in any unwarrantable topics of dis- 
course. Of what materials then were they composed ? Why, 
it seems, a gentleman had the insolence at table to propose 
to her a glass of wine, and she, oh most abandoned lady ! 
instead of flying like an angry parrot at his head, and 
besmirching and bescratching him for his insolence, tamely 
and basely replies, ^ port, sir, if you please.' But, gentle- 
men, why do I advert to this folly, this nonsense i Not 
surely to vindicate from censure the most innocent, and the 
most delightful intercourse of social kindness, or harmless 
and cheerful courtesy — '^ where virtue is, these are most 
virtuous.'' But I am soliciting your attention, and your 
feeling, to the mean and odious aggravation— -to the' un- 
blushing and remorseless, barbarity, of falsely aspersing the 
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wretched woman he had undone. One good he has done, 
he has disclosed to you the point in which he can feel ; for 
how imperious must that avarice be, which could resort to 
so vile an expedient of frugality ? Yes, I will say, that with 
the common feelings of a man, he would, have rather suf- 
fered his thirty thosand a year to go as compensation to the 
phiiutiff, than have saved a shilling of it by so vile an expe- 
dient of economy. He would rather have starved with her 
in a gaol, he would rather have sunk with her into) the ocean, 
than have so vilified her, — than have so degraded himself. 
But it seems, gentlemen, and indeed you have been told, 
that long as the course of his gallantries has been, and he 
has grown grey in the service, it is the first time he has been 
called upon for damages — ^To how many might it have been 
fortunate, if he had not that impunity to boast. Your 
verdict will, I trust, put an end to that encour^gettient to 
guilt, that is built upon impunity — the devil it seems has 
saved the noble marquis harmless in the past ; but your 
verdict will tell him the term of that indemnity is expired, 
that his old friend and banker has no more effects in his 
hands, and that if he draws any more Upon him, he must 
pay his own bills himself. You will do much gpod by doing 
so ; you may not enlighten his conscience, nor touch his 
heart, but his frugality will understand the hint. It will 
adopt the prudence of age, and deter him from pursuits, in 
which, though he maybe insensible of shame, he will not 
be regardless of expense. You will do more,— ryou will not 
only punish him in his tender point, but you will weaken 
him in his strong one, his money. We have heard much of 
this noble lord's wealth, and much of his exploits, but not 
much of his accomplishments or his wit; I know not that 
his versed have soared even to the poet's corner. I have 
heard it s^id, that an ass laden with gold could find his way 
through the gate of the strongest city, ^ut, gentlemen, 
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lighten the load upon his back, and you will completely 
curtail the mischievous faculty of a grave animal whose 
momentum lies, not in his agility, but his weighty not in the 
quantity of motion, but the quantity of his matter. Hiere 
is another ground, on which you are called upon to give 
most liberal damages, iind that has been laid by the unfeel- 
ing vanity of thexlefendant. This business has been marked 
by the most elaborate publicity. It is very clear that he has 
been allured by the glory of the chace, and not the value of 
the game. The poor object of his pursuit could be of do 
value to him, or he could not have so wantonly, and cruelly, 
and unnecessarily abused her. He might easily have kept 
this unhappy intercourse an unsuspected secret. £v«n if he 
wished for elopement, lie might easily have so contrived it, 
that the place of her retreat would be profoundly undisco* 
verable ; yet, though even the expense, a point so tender to his 
delicate sensibility, of concealing, could not be one^ortieth 
of the cost of puhlii^ing her, his vamty decided him io 
favour of glory and publicity. By that election he has in 
fact put forward the Irish naticm, and its character, so ofteQ 
and so variously calumniated, upon its trial before the 
tribunal of the empire ; and your verdict will this day 
decide, whether an Irish jury can feel with justice, and 
spirit, upon a subject that involves conjugal affection and 
comfort, domestic honour and repose-^the certainty of 
issue^-^he weight of public opinion-*— the gilded and pre^ 
sumptuous criminality of overweening rank and station. I 
doubt not, but he is at this moment reclined on a silken 
sofa, anticq>ating that submissive and modest verdict, by 
which you will lean g^sntly on his errors ; and expecting 
from your patriotism, no doubly that you will think again, 
and again, before you condemn any ^eat portion of the 
immense revenue of a great absentee, to be detained in the 
nation that produced it, instead of being tcwnsmitted, aa it 
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ought^ to be expended in the splendour of another country. 
He is now probably waiting for the arrival of the report of 
this day^ which I understand^ a famous note-t^ker has been 
sent hither to collect. (Let not the gentleman be disturbed.) 
Gentlemen, let me assure you, it is more, much more the 
trial of you, than of the noble marquis, of which this im- 
ported recorder is at this moment collecting the materials. 
His noble employer is now expecting a report to the follow- 
ing effect : " Such a day came on to be tried at Ennis, by a 
special jury, the cause of Charles Massy against the most 
noble the marquis of Headfort. It appeared, that the 
plaintiff's wife was young, beautiful, and captivating. The 
plaintiff himself, a person, fond of this beautiful creature 
to distraction, and both doating on their child : but the 
noble marquis approached her, the plume of glory nodded 
on his head. Not the goddess Minerva, but the goddess 
Venus had lighted up his casque, " the fire that never tires — 
such as many a lady gay had been dazzled with before.'^ At 
the first advance she trembled, at the second she struck to 
the redoubted son of Mars, and pupil of Venus. The jury 
saw it was not his fault ; (it wias an Irish jury) they felt com- 
passion for the tenderness of the mother's heart, and for the 
warmth of the lover's passion. The jury saw on the one 
side, a young, entertaining gallant, on the other, a beau- 
teous creature, of charms irresistible. They recollected, that 
Jupiter had been always successful in his amours, although- 
Vulcan had not always escaped some awkward accidents. 
The jury was composed of fathers, brothers, husbands — but 
they had not the vulgar jealousy, that views little things of 
that sort with rigour, and wishing to assimilate their country 
in every respect to England, now that they are united to it, 
they, like English gentlemen, returned to their box with a 
verdict of sixpence damages and sixpence costs." Let this 
be sent to England. I promise you, your odious secret will 
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not be kept better than that of the wretched Mrs. Massy.— 
There is not a bawdy chronicle in London^ in which the 
epitaph which you would have written on yourselves will oot 
be published, and our enemies will delight in the spectacle 
of our precocious depravity, in seeing that we can be rotten 
before we are ripe. I do not suppose it, I do not, cannot, 
will not believe it ; I will not harrow up myself with the 
anticipated apprehension. 

There is another consideration, gentlemen, which I ifaink 
most imperiously demands even a vindictive award of ex- 
emplary damages — and that is the breach of hospitality. To 
us peculiarly does it belong to avenge the violation of its 
altar. The hospitality of other countries is a matter ef 
necessity or convention, in savage nations of the first, io 
polished, of the latter ; but the hospitality of an Irishman 
is not the running account of posted and ledgered courtesies, 
as in other countries ; — it springs like all his qualities, his 
faults, his virtues — directly from his heart. The heart of 
an Irishman is by nature bold, and he confides ; it is tender, 
and he loves ^ it is generous, and he gives ; it is social, and 
he is hospitable. This sacrilegious intruder has profaned the 
religion of that sacred altar so elevated in our worship, so 
precious to our devotion ; and it is our privilege to avenge 
the crime. Ydu must either pull down the altar, and abolish 
the worship, or you must preserve its sanctity undebased. 
There is no alternative between the universal exclusion of 
all mankind from your threshold, and the most rigorous pu- 
nishment of hira who is admitted and betrays. This de- 
fendant has been so trusted, has so betrayed, and you ought 
to make him a most signal example.' 

Gentlemen, I am the more disposed to feel the strongest 
indignation and abhorrence at this odious conduct of the 
defendant, when I consider the deplorable condition to 
which he has reduced the plaintiff, and perhaps the still 
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more deplorable one that the plaintiff has in prospect before 
faim. What a progress has he to travel through^ before he 
can attain the peace and tranquillity which he has lost f — 
How like the wounds of the body are those of the mind ! 
how burning the fever ! how painful the suppuration ! how 
slew^ how hesitating, how relapsing the process to con- 
valescence ? Through what a variety of sufferings what 
Dew scenes and changes^ must my unhappy client pass^ ere 
he can re-attain, should he ever re-attain, that health of 
soul of which he has been despoiled by the cold and deli- 
berate machinations of this practised and gilded seducer ? 
If, instead of drawing upon his incalculable wealth for a 
scanty retribution, you were to stop the progress of his 
despicable atchievements by reducing him to actual poverty, 
you could not even so punish him beyond the scope of his 
offence, nor reprise the plaintiff beyond the measure of his 
suffieriilg. Let me remind you, that in this action, the law 
not only empowers you, but that its policy commands you, 
to consider the public example as well as the individuul 
injury, wfaen you adjust the amount of your verdict. I con- 
fess I am most anxious that you should acquit yourselves 
worthily upon this important occasion. I am addressing 
you as fathers, husbands, brothers. I am anxious that a 
feeling of those high relations should enter into, and give 
dignity to your verdict. But I confess, I feel a ten-fold 
solicitude when I remember that I am addressing you as my 
countrymen, as Irishmen, whose characters as jurors, as 
gentlemen, must find either honour or degradation in the 
result of your decision. Small as must be the distributive 
share of that national estimation^ that can belong to so un- 
important an individual as myself, yet I do own I am tremb- 
lingly solicitous for his fate. Perhaps it appears of more 
value to me, because it is embarked on the same bottom 
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with yours ; perhaps the conunuuity of peril , of common 
safety^ or common wrecks gives a consequence to my share 
of the risk^ which I could not be vain enough to give it^ if 
if it were not raised to it by that mutuality. But why stoop 
to think at all of myself^ when I know that you^ gentlemen 
of the jury, when I know that our country itself are mj 
clients on this day, and must abide the alternative of honour, 
or of infamy, as you shall decide. But I will not despond, 
I will not dare to despond. I have every trusty and hope, 
and confidence in you. And to that hope I will add mj 
most fervent prayer to the God of all truth and justice, that 
you may so decide, as to preserve to yourselves, while you 
live, the most delightful of all recollections, that of acting 
justly, and to transmit to your children the most precious of 
all inheritances, the memory of your virtue. 



Mr. Gurran's Character of Lord Glare under 
the pretence of describing sir constantint 
Phipps. 

IN this very chamber did the chancellor and judges sit, 
with all the gravity and affected attention to arguments, in 
favour of that liberty and those rights which they had con- 
spired to destroy. But to what end, my lords, offer argu- 
ment to such men ? A little and a peevish mind may be 
exasperated, but how shall it be corrected by refutation r 
How fruitless would it have been to represent to that 
wretched, chancellor, that he was betraying those righti? 
which he was sworn to maintain ; that he was involving a 
government in disgrace, and a kingdom in panic and^ cm- 
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sternadon; that he was violating every sacred duty, and 
every solemn engagement that bound him to himself, his 
country, his sovereign, and his God ! — Alas, my lords, by 
what argument could any man hope to reclaim or dissuade a 
mean, illiberal, and unprincipled minion of authority, in- 
duced by his profligacy to undertake, and bound by his avarice 
and vanity to persevere I He would probably have replied 
to the most unanswerable arguments, by some curt, con- 
tumelious and unmeaning apophthegpi, delivered with the 
fretful ' smile of irritated self-siifliciency and disconcerted 
arrogance ; or, even if he could be dragged by his fears to a 
consideration of the question, by what miracle could the 
pigmy capacity of a stunted pedant be enlarged to a recep- 
tion of the subject ? The endeavour to approach it would 
have only removed him to a greater distance than he was 
before ! as a little hand that strives to grasp a mighty globe 
is thrown back by the re-action of its own effort to com- 
prehends — It may be given to a Hale, or a Hardwicke, to 
discover and retract a mistake ; the errors of such men are 
only specks that arise for a moment upon the surface of a 
splendid luminary ; consumed by its heat, or irradiated by 
its light, they soon purge and disappear ; but the per- 
verseness of a mean and narrow intellect, are like the ex- 
crescences that grow upon a body naturally cold and dark : 
no fire to waste them, ^and no ray to enlighjben, they as- 
similate and coalesce with those qualities so congenial to 
their nature, and acquire an incorrigible permanency in the 
union with kindred frost and kindred opacity. Nor indeed, 
my lords, except where the interest of millions can be 
affected by the folly or the vice of an individual, need it be 
much regretted, that, to things not worthy of being made 
better, it hath not pleased Providence to afford the privilege 
of improvement. 
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Description of the Ballot^ by Beans. 



BUT^ mj lords^ it seems all these defects in point of 
accusation^ of defence^ of trial and of judgment^ as the in- 
genious gentlemen have argued^ are cured by the magical 
virtue of those beans^ by whose agency the whole business 
must be conducted. 

If the law had permitted a single word to be exchanged 
between the parties^ the learned counsel confess that much 
difficulty might arise in the events which I have stated ; but 
they have found out that all these difficulties are prevented 
or removed by the beans and the ballot. According to these 
gentlemen^ we are to suppose one of those unshaven dema- 
gogues^ whom the learned counsel have so humourously 
described^ rising in the commons when the name of alderman 
James is sent down ; he begins by throwing out a torrent of 
seditious invective against the servile profligacy and liquorish 
venality of the board of aldermen-^-this he does by beans :— 
having thus previously inflamed the passions of his fellows, 
and somewhat exhausted his own, his judgment collects the 
reins that floated on the neck of his imagination, and he 
becomes grave, compressed, sententious, and didactic; he 
lays down the law of personal disability, and corporate cri- 
minality, and corporate forfeiture, with great precision, with 
sound emphasis and good discretion, to the great delight and 
edification of the assembly — and this he does by beans.— 
He then proceeds, my lords, to state the specific charge 
against the unfortunate candidate for approbation, with all 
the artifice of malignity iind accusation ; scalding the culprit 
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in tears of affected pity^ bringing forward the blackness of 
imputed guilt through the varnish of simulated commisera- 
tion; bewailing the horror of his crime^ that he may leave it 
without excuse; and invoking the sympathy of his judges^ 
that he may steel them against compassion — and this, my 
lords, the unshaved demagogue doth by beans. The accused 
doth not appear in person, for he cannot leave his compa- 
nions, nor by attorney, for his attorney could not be ad- 
mitted — but he appears and defends by beans. At first,, 
humble and deprecatory, he conciliates the attention of his 
judges to his defence, by giving them to hope that it may be 
without effect ; he does not alarm them by any indiscreet 
assertion that the charge is false, but he slides upon them 
arguments to shew it improbable ; by degrees, however, he 
gains upon the assembly, and denies and refutes, and re- 
criminates and retorts — all by beans, — until at last he chal- 
lenges his accuser to a trial, which is accordingly had, m 
the course of which the depositions are taken, the facts tried, 
the legal doubts exposed and explained — by beans ; — and 
in the same manner the law is settled with an exactness and 
authority that remains a record of jurisprudence, for the in- 
formation of future ages ; while at the same time the 
*' harmony" of the metropolis is attuned by the marvellous 
- temperament of jarring discord ; and the " good wilP of 
the citizens is secured by the indissoluble bond of mutual 
crimination, and reciprocal abhorrence. 

By this happy mode of decision, one hundred and forty- 
six causes of rejection (for of so many do the commons 
consist, each of whom must be entitled to allege a distinct 
cai^se) are tried in the course of a single day with satis- 
faction to all parties. 

With what surprise and delight must the heart of the 
fortunate inventor have glowed^ when he discovered those 
wonderful instruments of wisdom and of eloquence, which, 

i4 
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without being obliged to commit the precious extracts of 
science^ or persuasion^ to the faithless and fragile vehicles 
of words or phrases^ can serve every process of composition 
or abstraction of ideas, and every exigency of discourse or 
argumentation, by the resistless strength and infinite variety 
of beans, white, or black, or boiled, or raw ; displaying all 
the magic of their powers in the mysterious exertion ; of 
dumb investigation, and mute discussion ; . of speechless 
objection, and tongue-tied refutation ! 

Nor should it be forgotten, my lords, that this noble dis- 
covery does no little honour to the sagacity of the present 
^g^> hy explaining a doubt that has for so many centuries 
perplexed the labour of philosophic enquiry ; and furnishing 
the true reason why the pupils of Pythagoras were prohibited 
the^use of beans : it cannot, I think, my lords, be doubted, 
that the great author of the 'metempsychosis found out that 
those mystic powers of persuasion, which vulgar naturalists 
supposed to remain lodged in minerals, or fossils, had really 
transmigrated into beans ; and he could not, therefore, but 
see that it would have been fruitless to preclude his disciples 
from mere oral babbling, unless he had also debarred them 
from the indulgence of vegetable loquacity. 



Description of the Pension List. 

THIS polyglot of wealth, this museum of curiosities, the 
pension list, embraces every link in the human chain, every 
description of men, women, and children, from the exalted 
excellence of a Hawke or a Rodney, to the debased situation 
of the lady who humbleth herself that she may be exalted. 
But the lessons it inculcates form its greatest perfection : — 
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it teacheth,. that sloth and vicfe may eat that bread which 
virtue and honesty may starve for after they had earned it. 
It teaches the idle and dissolute to look up for that support 
which they are too proud to stoop and earn. It directs jhe 
minds of men to an entire reliance on the ruling power of 
the state^ \vho feed the ravens of the royal aviary, that cry 
continually for food. It teaches them to imitate those saints 
on the pension list that are like the lilies of the field — they 
toil not, neither do they spin, and yet are arrayed like Solo» 
mon in his glory. In fine, it teaches a lesson which indeed 
they might have learned from Epictetus — that it is sometimes 
good not to be over virtuous : it shews, that in proportion 
as our distresses increase, the munificence of the crown 
increases also— in proportion as our clothes are rent, the 
royal mantle is extended over us. 

But notwithstanding that the pension list, like charity, 
covers a multitude of sins, give me leave to consider it as 
coming home to the members of this house- — give me leave 
to say, that the crown, in extending its charity, its liberality, 
its profusion, is laying a foundation for the independence of 
parliament ; for hereafter, instead of orators or patriots ac- 
counting for their conduct to such mean and unworthy 
persons as freeholders, they will learn to despise them, and 
look to the first man in the state, and they will by so doing 
have this security for their independence, that while any man 
in the kingdom has a shilling they will not want one. 



Anticipation of the Consegiuences to Ireland 
OF AN Union with Great Britain. 

I AM sorry to think it is so very easy to conceive, that in 
case of such an event the inevitable consequence would be, 
AN UNION with GREAT Britain. And if any one desires 
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to know what that would be, I will tell him : It would be 

THE EMIGRATION OF eVeRY MAN OF CONSEQUENCE 

FROM Ireland ; it would be the participation of 
British taxes without British trade ; it would 
be the extinction of the Irish name as a people. 
We should BECOME a wretched colony, perhaps 
leased out to a company of Jews, as was for- 
merly in contemplation, and governed by a few 
tax-gatherers and excisemen, unless possibly 
you may add fifteen or twenty couple of Irish 
members, who might be found every session 
sleeping in their collars under the manger of 
the British minister. 



Panegyric on the Constitution of England. 

I PUT it to your oaths ; do you think, that a blessing of 
that kind, that a victory obtained by justice over bigotry aod 
oppression^ should have a stigma cast upon it by an igno- 
minious sentence upon men bold and honest enough to 
propose that measure ? to propose the redeeming of religion 
from the abuses of the church, the reclaiming of three mil- 
lions of men from bondage, and giving liberty to all who had 
a right to demand it ; giving, I say, in the so much censured 
words of this paper, giving "UNIVERSAL EMANCI- 
PATION !" I speak in the spirit of the British law, which 
makes liberty commensurate with and inseparable from 
British soil; which proclaims even to the stranger and 
sojourner, the moment he sets his foot upon British earth, 
that the ground on which be treads is holy, and consecrated 
by the Genius of UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION. 
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No matter in what language his doom may have been pro- 
nounced ; — ^no matter what complexion incompatible with 
freedom^ an Indian or an African sun may have burnt upon 
him ; — no matter in what disastrous battle his liberty may 
have been cloven down ; — no matter with what solemnities 
he may have been devoted upon the altar of slavery ; the 
first moment he touches the sacred soil of Britain^ the altar 
and the god sink together in the dust ; his soul walks abroad 
in her own majesty ; his body swells beyond the measure of 
his chains, that burst from around him, and he stands rcy 
deemed, regenerated, and disenthralled, by the irresistible 
Genius of UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION. 



The Liberty of the Press. 

I DO not complain of this act as any infraction of popular 
liberty ; I should not think it becoming in me to express 
any complaint against a law, when once become such. I 
observe only, that one mode of popular deliberation is 
thereby taken utterly away, and you are reduced to a situa- 
tion in which you never stood before. You are living in a 
country, where the constitution is rightly stated to be only 
ten years old ; where the people have not the ordinary rudi- 
ments of education. It is a melancholy story, that the 
lower orders of the people here have less means of being 
enlightened than the same class of people in any other coun- 
try. If there be no means left by which public measures 
cao be canvassed, what will be the consequence ? Where 
the press is free and discussion unrestrained, the mind, by 
the collision of intercourse, gets rid of its, own asperities, a 
sort of insensible perspiration takes place in the body politic^ 
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by which those acrimonies^ which would otherwise fester 
and inflame, are quietly dissolved and dissipated. But now, 
if any aggregate assembly shall meet, they are censured ; if 
a printer publishes their resolutions, he is punished. Rightly 
to be sure in both cases, for it has been lately done. If the 
people say, let us not create tumult, but meet in delegation, 
they cannot do it ; if they are anxious to promote parlia- 
mentary reform in that way, they cannot do it ; the law of 
the last session has for the first time declared such meetings 
to be a crime. What then remains ? The liberty of the 
press ONLY ; that sacred palladimn, which no influence, no 
power, no minister, no government, which nothing but the 
depravity, or folly, or corruption of a jury, can ever destroy^ 
And what calamities are the people saved from by having 
public communication left open to them ? I will tell you, 
gentlemen, what they are saved from, and what the govern- 
ment is saved from ; I will tell you also to what both are 
exposed by shutting up that communication. In one case 
sedition speaks aloud, and walks abroad ; the demagogue 
goes forth ; the public eye is upon him ; he frets his busy 
hour upon the stage ; but soon either weariness, or bribe or 
punishment, or disappointment, bears him down, or drives 
him off, and he appears no more. In the other case, how 
does the work of seditiop go forward ? Night after night 
the mufHed rebel steals forth in the dark, and casts another 
and another brand upon the pile, to which, when the hour 
of fatal maturity shall arrive, he will apply the flame. If 
you doubt of the horrid consequences of suppressing the 
effusion even of individual discontent, look to those enslaved 
countries where the protection of despotism is supposed to 
be secured by such restraints. Even the person of the despot 
there is never in safety. Neither the fears of the despot, 
nor the machinations of the slave have any slumber, the one 
anticipating the moment of peril, the other watching the 
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Opportunity of aggression. The fatal crisis is equally a 
surprise upon both ; the decisive instant is precipitated 
\i'ithout warning, by folly on the one side, or by phrensy on 
the other, and there is no notice of the treason till the traitor 
acts. In those unfortunate countries (one cannot r^d it 
without horror) there are officers, whose province it is, to 
have the water, which is to be drunk by their rulers, sealed 
up in bottles, lest some wretched miscreant should tlirow 
poison into the draught. 

But, gentlemen, if you wish for a nearer and more in- 
teresting example, you have it in the history of your own 
revolution ; you have it at that memorable period, when the 
monarch found a servile acquiescence in the ministers of his 
folly ; when the liberty of the press was trodden under foot ; 
when venal sheriffs returned packed juries to carry into 
effect those fatal conspiracies of the few against the many ; 
when the devoted bepches of public justice were filled by 
some of those foundlings of fortune, who, overwhelmed in 
the torrent of corruption at an early period, lay at the 
bottom like drowned bodies, while soundness or sanity 
remained in them ; but at length becoming buoyant by putre- 
faction, they rose as they rotted, and floated to the surface 
of the polluted stream, where they were drifted along, the 
objects of terror, and contagion^ and abomination. 

In that awful moment of a nation's travail ; of the last 
gasp of tyranny, and the first breath of freedom, how preg- 
nant is the example ? The press extinguished, the people 
enslaved, and the prince undone. As the advocate of society, 
therefore of peace, of domestic liberty, and the lasting union 
of the two countries, I conjure you to guard the liberty of 
the press, that great centinel of the state, that grand detector 
of public imposture : guard it, because, when it sinks, there 
sinks with it, in one common grave, the liberty of the subject, 
and the security of the crown. 
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Peroration to his Speech in Defence of 

Mr. Rowan. 



I CANNOT, however, avoid averting to a circumstance 
that distinguishes the case of Mr. Rowan from that of the 
fate sacrifice in a neighbouring kingdom.'* 

The severer law of that country, it seems, and happy for 
them that it should, enables them to remove from their sight 
the victim of their infatuation. The more merciful spirit of 
our law deprives you of that consolation ; his suiFerings must 
remain for ever before our eyes, a continual call upon your 
shame and your remorse. But 'those sufferings will do 
more ; they will not rest satisfied with your unavailing con- 
trition, they will challenge the great and paramount inquest 
of society : the man will be weighed against the charge, 
the witness, and the sentence ; and impartial justice will 
demand, why has an Irish jury done this deed ? The momeot 
he ceases to be regarded as a ciiminal, he becomes of ne* 
cessity an accuser : and let me ask you, what can your most 
zealous defenders be prepared to answer to such a charge i* 
When your sentence shall have seat him forth to that stage, 
which guilt alone can render infamous, let me tell you, he 
will not be like a little statue upon a mighty pedestal, dimi- 
nishing by elevation, but he will stand a striking and im- 
posing object upon a monument, which, if it. does not (and 
it cannot) record the atrocity of his crime, must record the 
atrocity of his conviction. Upon this subject, therefore, 
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* Scotland, from whence Messrs. Mnir, Palmer, and others, were 
transported for sedition. 
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credit me when I say^ that I am still more anxious for you^ 
than I can possibly be fdr him. I cannot but feel the pecu- 
liarity of your situation. Not the jury of his own choice^ 
which the law of England allows^ but which ours refuses j 
collected in that box by a person^ certainly no friend to Mr. 
Rowan, certainly not very deeply interested in giving him a 
very impartial jury. Feeling this, as I am persuaded you 
do^ you cannot be surprized, however you may be distressed^ 
at the mournful presage, with which an anxious public is 
led to fear the worst from your possible determination. But 
I will not for the justice and honour of our common country, 
suffer my mind to be borne away by such melancholy anti- 
cipation. I will not relinquish the confidence that this day 
will be the period of his sufferings ; and, however merqil^ssly 
he has been hitherto pursued, that your verdict will send him 
home to the arms of his family, and the wishes of his coun- 
try. But if, which heaven forbid, it hath still been unfor- 
tunately determined, that because he has not bent to power 
and authority, because he would not bow down before the 
golden calf and worship it, he is to be bound and cast into 
the furnace ; I do trust in God, that there is a redeeming 
spirit in the constitution, which will be seen to walk with 
the sufferer through the flames^ and to preserve him unhurt 
by the conflagration. 



fi 



Denunciation of O^Brien, an Informer. 

HAVE you any doubt that it is the object of O'Brien to 
take down the prisoner for the reward that follows ? Have 
you not seen with what more than instinctive keenness this 
blood-hound has pursued his victim i how he has kept him 
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ID view from place to place until he hunts him through the 
avenues of the court to where the unhappy man stands now, 
hopeless of ail succour but that which your verdict shall 
afford ? I have heard of assassination by sword^ by pistol, 
and by dagger, but here is a wretch who yvould dip the 
evangelists in blood — if he thinks he has not sworn his 
victim to death, he is ready to swear^ without mercy and 
without end ; but oh ! do not, I conjure you, suffer him (o 
take an oath ; the arm of the murderer should not pollute 
the purity of the gospel ; if he will swear, let it be on the 
knife, the proper symbol of his profession ! 



Appeal to the Jury in Defence of Mr. Fin- 
nerty for publishing observations on the 
Trial.of William Orr. 

BUT, gentlemen, in order to bring this charge of in- 
solence and vulgarity to the test, let me ask you, whether 
you know of any language which could have adequatelv 
described the idea of mercy denied, where it ought to have 
been granted, or of any phrase vigorous enough to convey 
the indignation which an honest man would have felt upon 
such a subject ? Let me beg of you for a moment to sup- 
pose that any one of you had been the writer of this very 
severe expostulation with the viceroy, and that you had 
been the witness of the whole progress of this never-to-be- 
forgotten catastrophe. Let me suppose that you had known 
the charge upon which Mr. Orr was apprehended, the 
charge of abjuring that bigotry which had torn and disgraced 
his country, of pledging himself to restore the people of his 
country to their place in the constitution, and of binding 
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himself never to be the betrayer of his feilow-labourers in 
that enterprise ; that you had seen him upon that charge 
removed from his industry^ and confined in a gaol ; that 
through the slow and hngering progress of twelve tedious 
months you had seen him confined in a dungeon^ shut out 
from the common use of air and of his own limbs ; that day 
after day you had marked the unhappy captive cheered by 
no sound but the cries of his family, or the clinking of 
chains ; that you had seen him at last brought to his trial ; 
that you had seen the vile and perjured informer deposing 
against his life ; that you had seen the drunken^ and worn out 
and terrified jury give in a verdict of death; that you had 
seen the same jury, when their returning sobriety had brought 
back their conscience, prostrate themselves before the hu« 
manity of the bench, and pray that the mercy of the crown 
might save their characters from the reproach of an involun- 
tary crime, their consciences from the torture of eternal self- 
condemnation, and their souls from the indelible stain of 
innocent blood. Let me suppose that you had seen the 
respite given, and that contrite and honest recommendation 
transmitted to that seat where mercy wa9 presumed to dwell ; 
that new and before unheard of crimes are discovered against 
the informer ; that the royal mercy seems to relent, and that 
a new respite is sent to the prisoner ; that time is taken, as 
the learned counsel for the crown has expressed it, to see 
whether mercy could be extended br not ! that, after that 
period of lingering deliberation passed, a third respite is' 
transmitted; that the unhappy captive himself feels the 
cheering hope of being restored to a family that he had 
adored, to a character that he had never stained, and to a 
country that he had ever loved ; that you had seen his wife 
and children upon their knees, giving those tears to gratitude^ 
which their locked and frozen hearts could not give to 
anguish and despair, and imploring the blessings of eternal 
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providence upon his kead, who had gracioudy spaFed the 
CatheFy and restored him to his children ; that you had seen 
the olive branch sent into his little ark, but no sign that the 
waters had subsided. *' Alas ! nor wife, nor children more 
shall he behold, nor friends, nor sacred home !" No seraph 
mercy unbars his dungeon, and leads him forth to light asd 
life ; but the minister of death hurries him to the scene of 
suffering and of shame ; where, unmoved by the hostile array 
of artillery and armed men collected together, to secure, or 
to insult, or to disturb him, he dies with a solemn declara- 
tion of his innocence, and utters his last breath in a prayer 
for the liberty of his country. Let me now ask you, if any 
of you had addressed the public ear upon so foul aad 
monstrous a subject, in what language would you have con- 
veyed the feelings of horror and indignation P — -would you 
have stooped to the meanness of qualified complaint ?— 
would you have been mean enough ? — but I entreat your 
forgiveness — I do not think meanly of you ; had I thought so 
meanly of you, I could not suffer my mind to commune with 
you as it has done; had I thought you that base and vile m- 
strument, attuned by hope and by fear into discord and 
falsehood, from whose vulgar string no groaii of suffenog 
could vibrate, no voice of integrity or honour could speak, 
let me honestly tell you, I should have scorned to fling my 
hand across it ; I should have left it to a fitter minstrel : if 
I do not therefore grossly err in my opinion of you, I could 
use no language upon such a subject as this, that must not 
lag behind the rapidity of your feelings, and that would not 
disgrace those feelings, if it attempted to describe them. 

Gentlemen, I am not unconscious that the learned counsel 
for the crown seemed to address you with a confidence of a 
very different kind ; he seemed to expect from you a kind 
and respectful sympathy with the feehngs of the castle, and 
with the griefs of chided authority. Perhaps, gentlemen, he 
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may know you better than I do ; if he does, he has spoken 
to you as he ought ; he has been right in telling you that if 
the reprobation of this writer is weak^ it is because his genius 
could not make it stronger ; he has been right in telling you 
that his language has not been braided and festooned a^ 
elegantly as it might, that he has not pinched the miserable 
plaits af his phraseology, nor pb^ed his patches and feathers 
with that correctness of millinery which became so exalted 
a person. If you agree with him, gentlemen of the jury, if 
you think that the man, who ventures at the hazard of his 
own life to rescne from the deep the drowned honour of his 
country, must not presume upon the guilty famiKartty of 
plucking it up by the locks, I have no more to say ; do a 
courteovs thing. Upright and honest jurors, find a civil and 
obligmg ver(bct against the printer ! And when you have 
done so n^rch through the ranks of your fellow citizens to 
your own homes, and bear their looks as they pass along ; 
retive to the bosom of your families and your children, and 
when yott are presictii^ over the morality of the parental 
board, teti those iofai»l!s who are to be the futnre men of Ire- 
land, tbe kistory of this dayr Form their young minds by 
your precepts and confirm those precepts by your own 
example; teach them how discreetly allegiance may be per- 
jured on iiie tabfe, or loyalty be foresworn in the jury-box ; and 
when you have done so, tell them the story of Orr ; tell them 
of his captivity, of hia children, of his erkne, of his hopes, of 
his disappointments, of his courage and of his deaeth ; and 
when you find your little hearers hamging from your lips^ 
when you see their eyes overflow with sympathy and sorrow, 
and their young hearts bursting with the pang^ of anticipated 
orphanage, tell them that you bad the boldness and the jus- 
tice to stigmatize the monster— who had dared to publish 
the transaction ! 
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Picture of an Informer. 



BUT the learned gentleman is further pleased to say, that 
the traverser has charged the government with the encou- 
ragement of informers. This, gentlemen, ia another small 
fact that you are to deny at the hazard of your souls, and 
upon the solemnity of your oaths. You are upon your oaths 
to say to the sister country, that the government of Ireland 
uses no such abominable instruments of destruction as in- 
formers. Let me ask you honestly, what do you feel, when 
in my hearing, when in the face of ihis audience, you are 
called upon to ]give a verdict that every man of us, and every 
man of you know by the testimony of your own eyes to be 
utterly and absolutely false ? I speak not now of the public 
proclamation of informers with a promise of secrecy and of 
extravagant reward ; I speak not of the fate of those horrid 
wretches who have^ been so often transferred from the table 
to the dock, and from the dock to the pillory ; I speak of 
what your own eyes have seen day after day during the 
course of this commission from the box where you are now 
sitting ; the number of horrid miscreants who avowed upon 
their oaths that they had come from the very seat of govern- 
ment — from the castle, where they had been worked upon 
by the fear of death and the hopes of compensation, to give 
evidence against their fellows, that the mild and wholesome 
councils of this government, are holden over these catacombs 
of living death, where the wretch that is buried a man, lies 
till his heart has time to fester and dissolve, and is then dug 
up a witness. 
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Is this fancy^ or is it fact ? Have you not seen him^ after 
his resurrection from that tomb, after having been dug out 
of the region of death and corruption, make his appearance 
upon the table, the living image of life and of death, and the) 
supreme arbiter of both ? Have you not marked when he 
entered, how the stormy wave of the multitude retired at his 
approach ? Have }0U not marked how the human heart 
bowed to the supremacy of his power, in the undissembled 
homage of deferential horror f How his glance, like the 
lightning of heaven, seemed to rive the body of the accused, 
and mark it for the grave, while his voice warned the devoted 
wretch of woe and death ; a death which no innocence can 
escape, no art elude, no force resist, no antidote prevent : — 
there was an antidote — a juror's oath — but even that adaman- 
tine chain, that bound the integrity of man to the throne of 
eternal justice, is solved and melted in the breath that issues 
from the informer's mouth ; conscience swings from her moor- 
ings, and the appalled and affrighted juror consults his own 
safety in the surrender of the victim : — 



Et quae sibi quisque timebat,— — 
Unius in miser i exilium conversa tulere. 



Appeal on the Gonseouences of a. Bill of - 

Attainder. 

ONE topic more, you will permit me to add. — Every act 
of the sort ought to have a practical morality flowing from 
its principle : if loyalty and justice require that these infants 
should be deprived of bread ! must it not be a violation of 
that principle to give them food or shelter i must not every 
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« 

loyal and just man wish to see diem, in die words of the 
famous Golden Bull, *' always poor and necessitous, and 
for ever accompanied by the infamy of their father^ languislh' 
tng in continued indigence, and finding their pttoishment in 
living and their relief in dying." 

If the widowed mother should carry the orphan heir of 
her unfortunate husband to the gate of any man, who migkt 
feel himself touched with the sad vicissitudes of hufsan 
affairs ; who might feel a compassionate reverence for the 
noble blood that flowed in his veins ; nobler than the royalty 
thatjirst ennobled it: that like a rich stream rose till it rao 
and hid its fountain: — If, remembering the many noble 
qualities of his unfortunate father, his heart melted^iir the 
calamities of the child, if his heart swelled, if his eyes over- 
flowed, if his too precipitated hand was stretched out by his 
pity, or his gratitude, to the poor excommunicated sufferers, 
how could he justify the rebel tear, or the traiterous hwrnar 
nity ? 



Description of Bigotry. • 

I NO longer behold the ravages of that odious bigotry 
by which we were deformed, and degraded, and disgraced — 
a b^otry against which no honest man should ever mss an 
opportunity of putting his countrymen, of all sects, and of 
all descriptions, upon their guard — it is the accursed and 
promiscuous prc^eny of servile hypocrisy, of remorseless 
lust of power — of insatiate thirst of gain — ^labouring for the 
destruction of man, under the specious pretences of i-eli* 
gion-^er banner stolen from the altar of God, and her 
allies oongr^ated from the abysses of bell, she acts by 
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votaries to be restrained by no cpmpunctions of humanity — 
for they are dead to mercy ; to be reclaimed by no voice of 
reason-^for refutation is the bread on which their folly 
feeds — they are outlawed alike from their species and their 
Creator; the object of their crime is social life — and the 
vages of their sin is social death — for though it may happen 
that a guilty individual should escape from the law that he 
has broken, it cannot be so with nations — their guilt is too 
unwieldy for such escape — they may rest assured that Pro- 
vidence has, in the natural connexion between causes and 
tfieir effects, established a system of retributive justice, by 
which the crimes of nations are sooner or later avenged by 
Ibeir own inevitable consequences. But that hateful bigotry 
— that baneful discord, which fired the heart of man, and 
steeled it against his brother, has fled at last, and I trust for 
ever. 



Character of Lord Avonmore. 

I AM not ignorant, my lords, that this extraordinary con- 
struction has received the sanction of another court, nor of 
the surprise and dismay with which it smote upon the general 
heart of the bar. ^ am aware that I may have the mortifica- 
tion of being told in another country of that unhappy deci- 
sion, and I foresee in what confusion I shall hang down my 
head when I am told it. But I cherish too the consolatory 
hope, that I shall be able to tell them that I had an old and 
learned friend, whom I would put above all the sweepings 
of their hall, who was of a different opinion ; who had 
derived his ideas c^ civil liberty from the purest fountains of 
Athens and of Rome ; who had fed the youthful vigour of 
his studious mind, with the theoretic knowledge of their 

wisest philosophers and statesmen ; and who had refined the 
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theory into the quick and exquisite sensibility of moral in* 
stincty by contemplating the practice of their most illustrious 
examples ; by dwelling on the sweet soul'd piety of Cimoo ; 
on the anticipated Christianity of Socrates ; on the gallant 
and pathetic patriotism of Epaminondas; on that pure 
austerity of Fabricius, whom to move from his integrity 
would have been more di£Bcult than to have pushed the sun 
from his course. I would add^ that if he had seemed to 
hesitate, it was but for a moment : that his hesitation was 
like the passing cloud that floats across the morning sun, 
and hides it from the view, and does so for a moment hide it 
by involving the spectator without even approaching the 
face of the luminary : And this soothing hope 1 draw from 
the dearest and tenderest recollections of my life^ from the 
remembrance of those attic nights and those refections of the 
gods which we have spent with those admired and respected 
and beloved companions who have gone before us ; — over 
whose ashes the most precious tears of Ireland have been 
shed : yes, my good lord, I see you do not forget them ; I 
see their sacred forms passing in sad review^ before your 
memory ; I see your pained and softened fancy recalling 
those Jiappy meetings, when the innocent enjoyment of social 
mirth expanded into the nobler warmth of social virtue ; and 
the horizon of the board became enlarged into the horizon 
of man ; — when the swelling heart conceived and communi- 
cated the pure and generous purpose, — when my slenderer 
and younger taper imbibed its borrowed light from the more 
matured and redundant fountain of yours. Yes, my lord, 
we can remember those nights without any other regret than 
that they can never more return, for 



We spent them not in toys, or lust, or wine : 
But search of deep philosophy. 
Wit, eloquence and poesy, 
" Arts, which I lov'd, for they, my friend, were thine. 
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Character of Reynolds the Informer. 



ARE you prepared in a case of life and deaths of honour 
and of infamy, to credit a vile informer ? The perjurer of 
one hundred oaths — whom prid§^ honour^ or religion could 
not bind! the forsaken prostitute of every vice calls on you 
with one breath to blast the memory of the dead, and blight 
the character of the living ! Do you. think Reynolds to be a 
villain ? It is true he dresses like a gentleman, and the con- 
fident expression of his countenance, and the tones of his 
voice, savour strong of growing authority — ^he measures his 
value by the coffins of his victims, and in the field of evi- 
dence appreciates his fame, as the Indian warrior does in 
fight, by the number of the scalps with which he can swell 
his victory ! tHe calls on you by the solemn league of moral 
justice, to fnlcredit the purity of a conscience washed in its 
own atrocities ! He has promised and betrayed — he has 
sworn and forsworn — and whether his soul shall go to heaven 
or to hell, he seems perfectly indifferent, for he tells you he 
has established an interest in both places ! He has told you 
that he has pledged himself to treason and allegiance, and 
both oaths has he contemned and broken. At this time, 
when reason is affrighted from her seat, and giddy prejudice 
takes the reins — when the wheels of society are set in con- 
flagration by the rapidity of their own motion — at such a 
time does he call upon a jury in Heaven's name, to accredit 
a testimony blasted by his own accusation ! Vile, however, 
as this execrable informer must feel himself, history, alas ! 
holds out but too much encouragement to his hopes — for 
however base and however perjured, I recollect few in- 
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stances between the subject and the crown, where informen 
have not cut keen and rode awhile triumphant upon public 
prejudice. I know of no instance where the edge of the 
informer's testimony has not been fatal, or only blunted by 
the extent of its execution, after he has retired from public 
view, hid beneath the heap of his own carnage. I feel, 
gentlemen, I ought to apologize to Mr. Reyaolds for placing 
him in this point of view, for I frankly own 1 have no autho- 
rity save his own accusation. 




MR. GRATTAN. 



Henry Grattan was born in Dublin in 
the year 1751. — His family though not opu- 
lent were respectable, and he was fated not 
only to give them wealth but immortality. 
After receiving the most liberal education 
which his country could afford, he was called 
to the Irish bar; to the routine of which, 
however, his talents or his inclination were 
little suited. Through the influence of the 
late Earl of Charlemont, he was soon elevated 
to an higher station and gained a voice in the 
councUs of his country. Here it was that his 
abilities were first developed — at once dis- 
tinguishing himself, dignifying his patron, 
and adding to his own fame the full eman- 
cipation of his native land. It is impossible 
to conceive a state more abject than that of 
Ireland when Mr. Grattan first entered par- 
liament. Night and day he toiled for her 
deliverance ; nor did his efforts cease or relax 
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till he raised her to a complete participation 
in all the benefits of the British constitu- 
tion. A vote of that house*, which he at 
once liberated and delighted, by putting 
him in possession of an ample independence, 
discharged some small portion of the debt 
which Ireland owed a man who had, for her 
sake, uniformly disregarded every personal 
consideration. Never was there a patriot 
more splendid and persevering — never was 
there success more perfect — and never, while 
Ireland has an head to think, or an heart to 
feel, can his constellated life be held but in ve- 
neration. To say thus much of Mr. G rattan 
is only justice — to say much more of him will 
be the bounden duty of those who may sur- 
vive him ; and his future historian will have 
the delightful dut}^ of intertwining the virtues 
of a private life with the unfading honours of 
his public character. 



* The Irish House of Commons voted Mr. Grattan a 
grant of fifty thousand pounds. 
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Mr. Grattan's Speech on the Commercial 

Propositions. 



SIR^ I can excuse the right honourable member who 
moves you for leave to bring in the bill. He is an English- 
man^ and contends for the power of his own country, while 
I am contending for the liberty of mine : he might have 
spared himself the trouble of stating his own bill. I read it 
befoie^ I. read it in the twenty resolutions^ I read it in the 
[English bill; which is to all intents and purposes the same ; 
and which he might read without the trouble of resorting to 
his own. His comment is of little n^pment; a lord lieute- 
nant's secretary i£i.afi;^unsafe commentator on an Irish consti- 
tution ; the former merit of the right honourable gentleman, 
in pressing for the original Propositions and contending 
against the present, which he now supports, may have been 
very great, and I am willing to thank him for his past ser- 
vices ; they may be a private consolation to himself. No 
more. — I differ from him in his account of this transaction. 
He was pledged to his eleven propositions ; his offer was .the 
propositions ; our's the taxes ; he took the latter, but forgets 
the former. I leave both, and come to his system. Here 
it becomes necessary to go back a little. — I begin with your 
free trade obtained in 1779: By that you recovered your 
right to trade with every part of the world^ whose ports were 
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open to you^ subject to your own unstipulated duties^ the 
British plantations only excepted ; by that you obtained the 
benefit of your insular sitaation, the benefit of ^our western 
situation, and the benefit of your exemption from intolerable 
taxes. What these advantages might be, no man could say ; 
but any man who had seen the struggle you had made during 
a century of depression, could foresee, that a spirit of in- 
dustry, operating upon a state of liberty in a young nation, 
must, in the course of time, prodnce signal advantages ; the 
sea is like the earth, to non-exertion a waste, to industry a 
mine ; this trade was accompanied with another, a planta- 
tion trade : in this, you retained your right to trade directly 
with the British plantations directly in each and ev^ry o&er 
article, subject to the rate of British duty ; by thia, you ob- 
tained a right to select the article, so that the general trade 
should not hang on the special conformity ; and by this, you 
did not covenant to affect, exclude, or postpone the produce 
of foreign plantations. The reason was obvious ; you die- 
manded two things, a free ivade and a plantation trade ; bad 
the then raimster insisted on a covenant to exclude die pro- 
duce of foreign plantations, he had given you a pl^mtatioa 
trade instead of a free trade, (whereas your demand was 
both) and his grant had been inadequate, unsatisfactory, and 
inadmissible. — ^Tkese points of trade being settled, a third, 
V in the opinion of some, remained ; namely, the intereoorse 

with England or Ae ehannel trade. — A successful political 
eampaign, an imsuecessfnl harvest, the poverty of n^t a few, 
together with the example of England, brought forward, in 
the year 17B3, a number of famishing nianufactHrers with a 
demand of protecting duties ; the extent of their demand wai 
idle, the manner of conveyhig that demand tumultuary ; but 
not being wholly resisted, nor yet adequately assisted, they 
laid the foundation of another plan, which made its appear^ 
ance in 1785, opposite, indeed, to their wishes, and fatd to 
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their expectation : this was the system of reciprocity ; a 
system fair in its principle, and in process of time likely to 
be beneficial, but not likely to be of any great present ad« 
vantage, other than by stopping the growth of demand 
allaying a commercial fever, and producing settlement and 
incorporation with the people of England ; this system was 
founded on the only principle which could obtain between 
two independent nations, equality ; and the equality consisted 
in similarity of duty ; now, as the total abatement of duties 
on both sides had driven the Irishman out of his own market, 
as the raising our duties to the British standard had driven 
the Englishmao out of the Irish market, a third method was 
resorted to, the abatement of British duty to the Irish stan- 
dard : but then this equality of duty was inequality of trade ; 
for as Ae Englisboian, with that duty against him, had 
beaten you in the Irish market, with that duty in his favour 
he must keep you out of the English ; so that under this ar- 
rangement the English manufacturer continued protected, 
and the Irish manufacturer continued exposed ; and the 
abatement of duty was no more than disarmii^ the argument, 
of retaliation. Had the arrangement stopped here, it had 
been unjust indeed, btit as Ireland was to covenant that she 
would not raise her duties on British manufactures, England 
on her part was to covenant, that she would not diminish her 
preference in favour of Irish linen ; and the adjustment 
amounted to a covenant, that neither country in their re* 
spective markets would affect the manufacture of the other 
by any operative alteration of duty ; however, the adjustment 
did not stop at the home manufacture, it went to plantation 
produce ; and here you stood on two -grounds, law and 
justice ; law, because you only desired that the same words 
of the same act of navigation should have the same construc- 
tion on one side the channel as they have on the other ; how 
they have ever borna a different one, I cannot conceive, 
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Otherwise than by supposing that in your ancient state of de- 
pendency you were not in titled to the common benefit of 
the mother tongue ; the answer to this argument was unsa- 
tisfactory^ that England had altered the law ; but if England 
had so altered the law, it ceased to impose the same restric- 
tions and confer the same advantages, and then a doubt 
might arise whether the act of navigation was the law of 
Ireland^ so that you seemed entitled to the construction or 
free from the act ; now it is of more consequence to England 
that you should be bound by the act of navigation , than to 
Ireland to have the benefit of the fair construction of it. — 
But you stood on still better ground^ justice ; was it just 
that you should receive plantation goods from England, and 
tliat England should not receive them from you ? here if you 
do not find the law equal, you may make it so ; for as yet 
you are a free parliament. 

I leave this part of the subject, equality of duty but no 
present equality of trade. I come to that part of the adjust- 
ment which is inequality of both ; and first, that part which 
relates to the primum of your manufactures. When the 
original propositions were argued, gentlemen exclaimed, 
'' England reserves her wool, and Ireland does not reserve 
her woollen yarn ; it was answered, '^ Ireland may if she 
pleases." What will those gentlemen now say, when Eng- 
land reserves both ; — the primum of her manufactures, and 
of yours ; and not only woollen yarn but linen yarn, hides, 
8cc. ? To tell me that this exportation is beneficial to Ire- 
land is to tell me nothing ; the question is not about stopping 
the export, but giving up the regulation, in instances where 
England retains the power of regulation, and the act of pro- 
hibition. To tell me that this exportation is necessary for 
England, is to tell me nothing, but that you are material to 
England, and, therefore, should have obtained at least equal 
terms. I own, to assist the manufactures of Great Britain 
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as far as is not absolutely inconsistent with those of Ireland 
is to me an object ; but still the difference recurs ; she is not 
content with voluntary accommodation on your part, but 
exacts perpetual export from you in the very article in which 
she retains absolute prohibition — no new prohibition — every 
prohibition beneficial to England was laid before — none in 
favour of Ireland. Ireland till 1779 was a province, and 
every province is a victim ; your provincial state ceased ; but 
before the provincial regulations are done away, this ar- 
rangement establishes a principle of uti possidetis, that is^ 
Great Britain shall retain all her advantages, and Ireland 
shall retain all her disadvantages.. But I leave this part of 
the adjustment where reciprocity is disclaimed in the outset 
of treaty and the rudiment of manufacture ; I come to in- 
stances of more striking inequality, and firsts your situation 
in the East. You are to give a monopoly to the present or 
any future East-India Company during its existence, and to 
the British nation for ever after. It has been said that the 
Irishman in this is in the same situation as the Englishman, 
but there is this difference, the difference between having 
and not having the trade ; the British parliament has judged 
it most expedient for Great Britain to carry on her trade to 
the East, by an exclusive company ; the Irish parliament is 
now to determine it most expedient for Ireland to have no 
trade at all in these parts. This is not a surrender of the 
political rights of the constitution, but of the natural rights 
of man ; not of the privileges of parliament, but of the rights 
iof nations, — not to sail beyond the Cape of Good Hope and 
the Straights of Magellan, an awful interdict ! Not only 
European settlements, but neutral countries excluded, and. 
God's Providence shut out in the most opulent boundaries 
of creation ; other interdicts go to particular places for local 
reasons, because they belong to certain European states ; 
but here are neutral regions forbidden, and a path prescribed 



-!> 



\44 IRISH BLOQUENCB. 

to the Irishmad on open sea. Other interdicts go to a de- 
terminate period of time, but here is an eternity of restraint; 
you are to' have no trade at all during the existence of any 
company^ and no free trade to those countries after its ex- 
piration ; this resembles rather a judgment of God than an 
act of the legislature, whether you measure it by immensity 
of space or miinity of duration, and has nothing human about 
it except its presumption. 

What you lose by this surrender, what you forfeit by giv- 
ing up the possibility of intercourse with so great a propor- 
tion of the* inhabited globe, I cannot presume to say ; but 
this I can say, that gentlemen have no right to argue frois 
present want of capital against future trade^ nor to give up 
their capacity to trade, because they have not yet brought 
that capacity into action, still less they have a right to do 90 
without the shadow of compensation, and least of all on the 
affected compensation which, trifling with your understand- 
ing as well as interest, suffers a vessel to go to the West, in 
its way to the East. I leave this uncompensated surrender-^ 
I leave your situation in the East, which is blank — I leave 
• your situation in the East, which is the surrender of trade 
itself; and I come to your situation in the-West, which is a 
surrender of its freedom. You are to give a monopoly to 
the British plantations at their own taxes; befor^ you did 
so only in certain articles, with a power of selection, and 
then only as long as yon pleased to conform to the condi- 
tion, and without any .stipulation to exclude foreign produce. 
It may be very proper to exclude foreign produce by your 
own temporary laws, and at your own free wiJl and optioo, 
but now you are to covenant to do so for ever, and you give 
to the English, West as well as East, an eternal nnonopoly 
for their plantation produce, in the taxing and regulating of 
which you have no sort of deliberation or interference, and 
over which Great Britain has a complete supremacy. Here 
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you will consider the advantage you receive from that mono- 
poly^ and judge how far it may be expedient to set up against 
yourselves that monopoly for ever; there is scarcely an 
article of the British plantation that is not out of all propor- 
tion dearer than the same article is in any other part of the 
' globe^ nor any other article that is not produced elsewhere^ 
for some of which articles you uiigiit establish a mart for 
your manufactures. Portugal^ for instance^ capable of being 
a better market for our drapery than Great Britain; this 
enormity of price is aggravated by an enormity of tax ; what 
then is this covenant i to take these articles from the British 
plantations^ and from none other, at the present high rates 
and taxes, and to take theni at all times to come, subject to 
whatever further rates and taxes the parliament of Great 
Britain shall enact. Let me ask you, why did you refuse 
Protectiiig Duties to your own people ? because they looked 
like a monopoly ; and will you give to the East-India mer- 
chant, and the West-India planter, something more ? — a 
monopoly where the monopolist is in some degree the law- 
giver. — The principle of equal duty or the same restriction 
is not the shadow of security ; to make such a principle ap- 
plicable to the objects must be equal, but here the objects 
are not only dissimilar but opposite ; the condition of Eng- 
land is great debt and greater capital, great incumbrance, 
but still greater abilities ; the condition of Ireland, little 
capital but a small debt, poverty but exemption from in- 
tolerable taxes. Equal burdens will have opposite effects, 
t?hey will fund the debt of one country and destroy the trade 
of the other ; high duties will take away your resource, 
which is exemption from them ; but will be a fund for 
Great Britain : thus the colony principle in its extent is dan- 
gerous to a very great degree. Suppose Great Britain 
should raise her colony duties to a still greater degree, to 
answer the exigency of some future war, or to fund her pre- 
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sent debt^ you must follow ; for by this bill you would havt 
no option in foreign trade ; you must follow, not because 
you wanted the tax, but lest your exemption from taxes 
should give your manufactures any comparative advantage. 
Irish taxes are to be precautions against the prosperity of 
Irish manufactures ! You must follow, because your taxes 
here would be no longer measured by the wants of the coun- 
try or the interest of her commerce, because we should ha?e 
instituted a false measure of taxation ; the wants and the 
riches of another country, which exceeds you much in wants, 
but infinitely more in riches. I fear we should have done 
more ; we should have made English jealousy the barometer 
of Irish taxes. — Suppose this country should in any degree 
establish a direct trade with the British plantations ; suppose 
the apprehensions of the British manufacturers in any degree 
realized, they may dictate your duties, they may petition the 
British parliament to ruisp certain duties, which shall not 
affect the articles of their intercourse, but may stop yours ; 
or, which shall affect the articles of their intercourse a litde 
and annihilate yours ; thus they may, by one and the same 
duty, raise a revenue in England, and destroy a rival in Ire- 
land. Carablets are an instance of the former, and every 
valuable plantation import an instance of the latter ; your 
option in foreign trade had been a restraint on England, or 
a resource to Ireland; but under this adjustment you^giveup 
your foreign trade, and confine yourself to that which you 
must not presume to regulate. The exclusion of foreign 
plantation produce would seem sufiScient, for every purpose 
of power and domination, but to aggravate, and it would 
seem, to insult, the independent States of North America 
are most ungraciously brought into this arrangement, as if 
Ireland was a British colony, or North America continued a 
part of the British dominion ; by the resolutions almost all 
Jthe produce of North America was to be imported to Ire- 
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land, subject to British duties ; the bill is more moderate, 
*nd only enumerates certain . articles ; but what right has 
Great Britain to interfere in our foreign trade ; what right 
has she to dictate to us on the subject of North American 
trade ? How far this country may be further affected by 
clogging her plantation trade and surrendering her free trade, 
I shall not for the present stop more minutely to inquire ; 
but I must stop to protest against one circumstance in this 
arrangement, which should not accompany any arrangement, 
which would be fatal to settlement itself, and tear asunder 
the bands of faith and affection ; the circumstance I mean, 
is the opening of the settlements of the colony trade, and free 
trade of 1 779 ' this adjustment takes from you the power of 
choosing the article, so that the whole covenant hangs on the 
special circumstance, and takes from you your option in the 
produce of foreign plantations, and even of America. It is a 
revision in peace of the settlements of war, it is a revocation 
in peace of the acquisition of war. I here ask by what au- 
thority ? By what authority is Ireland obliged now to enter 
into a general account for past acquisitions ? Did the peti- 
tion of the manufacturers desire it f Did the addresses of 
the last session desire it f Did the minister in this session 
suggest it ? No ; I call for authority, whereby we can be 
justified in waving the benefit of past treaties, and bringing 
the whole relative situation of this country into question in 
an arrangement, which only professes to settle her channel 
trade ? I conceive the settlements of the last war are sacred ; 
you may make other settlements with the British nation, but 
you will never make any so beneficial as these are ; they 
were the result of a conjuncture miraculously formed, and 
fortunately seized. The American war was the Irish harvest. 
From that period, as from the lucky moment of your fate, 
your commerce, constitution, and mind, took form and 
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vigour ; and to that period, and to a first and salient prmctpie 

must they recur for Ufe and renovation. — It is therefore I 

consider those settlements as sacred, and from them I am 

naturally led to that part of the subject which relates to 

compensation, the payment which M^e are to make for the 

losses which we are to sustain ; certainly compensatioD 

cannot apply to the free trade supposing it uninvaded; firtt^ 

because that trade was your right ; to pay for the recoveiy 

of what you should never have lost, had been to a great 

degree unjust and derogatory ; secondly, because that free 

trade was established in 1779y and the settlemeDt then closed 

and cannot be opened now ; to do so were to destroy the 

faith of treaties, to make it idle to enter into the present 

settlement, and to render it vain to enter into any settlement 

with the British minister. The same may be said of the 

colony trade; that too was settled in 1779> on terms then 

specified not now to be opened, clogged, conditioned or 

circumscribed ; still less does compensation apply to the 

free constitution of 1782. His majesty then informed yoa 

from the throne, '' these things come unaccompanied with 

any stipulation ;" — besides, the free constitution^ like the free 

trade, was your right. Freemen won't pay for the recovery 

of right; payment had derogated from the claim of right; 

so we then stated to ministry. It was thien thought that to 

have annexed subsidy to constitution had been a barren ex* 

periment on public poverty, and had married an illustrious 

experiment on the feelings of the nation, and had been 

neither satisfaction to Ireland, nor revenue to Great Britain. 

This bolder policy, this happy art, which saw how much 

may be got by tax, and how much must be left to honour, 

which made a bold push for the heart of the nation, and 

leaving her free to acquire, took a chance for her disposition 

to give, had its effect ; for since that time until the present 
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most unfortunate attempt, a great bulk of the community 
were on the side of government, and the parliamentary con- 
stitution was a guarantee for public peace. 

See theii what you obtained without compensation, a 
colony trade, a free trade^ the independency of yaur judges, 
the government of your army, the extension of the unconsti- 
tutional powers of your council, the re^storation of the 
judicature of your lords, and the independency of your 
legislature ! 

See now what you obtain by compensation — a covenant 
not to trade beyond the Cape of Good Hope and the 
Straits of Magellan ; a covenant not to take foreign planta- 
tion produce, but as the parliament >of Great Britain shall 
permit; a covenant not to take plantation produce, but as 
Great Britain shall prescribe ; a covenant to make such acts 
of navigation as Great Britain shall prescribe ; a covenant 
never to protect your own manufactures, never to guard the 
primum of those manufactures ! These things are accom- 
panied, I do acknowledge, with a covenant, on the part of 
England, to disarm your argument for protecting duties, to 
give the English language in the act of navigation the same 
construction in Ireland, and to leave our linen markets 
without molestation or diminution. One should think some 
God presided over the liberties of this country, who made it 
frugality in the Irish nation to continue free, but has amiexed 
the penalties of tine as infamy to the surrender of the consti- 
tution ! From this consideration of commerce, a question 
much more high, much more deep, the invaluable question 
of constitution, arises, in which the idea of protecting duties, 
the idea of reciprocal duties, of countervailing duties, and 
all that detail vanish, and the energies of every heart, and the 
prudence of every head, are called upon to shield this nation, 
that, long depressed, and at length -by domestic virtue and 
foreign misfortune emancipated, has now to defend her 
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newly acquired rights and her justly acquired reputation^ 
the question is no less than that^ which three years ago agi- 
tated, fired and exalted the Irish nation, the independency of 
the Irish parliament ! By this bill we are to covenant that 
the parliament of Ireland shall subscribe whatever laws the par- 
liament of England shall prescribe, respecting your trade with 
the British plantations^ your trade in the produce of foreign 
plantations, and part of your trade from the United States 
of North America. There is also a sweeping covenant or 
condition, whereby we are to agree to subscribe whatever 
laws the parliament of England shall prescribe respectii^ 
navigation; the adjustment subjects also your reversionary 
trade to the East to the same terms ; over all these objects 
you are to have no propounding, no deliberative, no negative, 
no legislative power whatsoever. Here then is an end of 
your free trade and your free constitution; I acquit the 
people of England ; an ill-grounded jealousy for their trade 
seems aggravated by a well-founded alarm for your liberty; 
unwilling to relinquish, but when relinquished, too magnani- 
mous and too wise to resume abdicated tyranny ; they feel 
in these propositions an honourable solicitude for the free- 
dom of Iceland, and the good faith of Great Britain, and see 
the darling principles and p^sions of both countries wounded 
in an arrangement which was to compose them for ever : to 
a proposal therefore so little warranted by the great body of 
the people of England, so little expected by the people of 
Ireland, so little suggested by the minister, and so involving 
to whatever is dear to your interest, honour and freedom, I 
answer. No. I plead past settlements, I insist on the faith 
of nations ; the objection should have been made when these 
settlements were making ; but now the logic of empire 
comes too late ; no accommodation, no deprecation on this 
subject : assertion, national assertion, national re-assertionl 
If, three years after the recovery of your freedom, you bend, 
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your children^ corrupted by your example^ will surrender ; 
but if you stand firm and inexorable, you make a reasonable 
impression on the people of England, you give a wholesome 
example to your children, you afford an awful instruction to 
his majesty's ministers, and make (as the Old English did in 
the case of their charter) the attempt on Irish liberty, its 
confirmation and establishment ! 

However, lest certain glosses should seem to go unan- 
swered, I shall, for the sake of argument, wave past settle- 
ments, and combat the reasoning of the English resolutions^ 
the address, his majesty's answer, and the reasoning of this 
day. It is here said, that the laws respecting commerce and 
navigation should be similar, and inferred, that Ireland 
should subscribe the laws of England on those subjects ; that 
is, the same law, the same legislature ; but this argument 
goes a great deal too far ; it goes to the army, for the mu- 
tiny bill should be the same; it was endeavoured to be 
extended to the collection of your revenue, and is in train to 
be extended to your taxes ; it goes to the extinction of the 
most invaluable part of your parliamentary capacity ; it is 
an union^ an incipient and a creeping union ; a virtual unioHi 
establishing one will in the general concerns of commerce 
and navigation, and reposing that will in the parliament of 
Great Britain ; an union where our parliament preserves its 
existence after it has lost its authority, and our people are 
to pay for a parliamentary establishment, without any pro- 
portion of parliamentary representation. In opposing the 
right honourable gentleman's bill, I consider myself as op- 
posing an union in limine, and that argument for union 
which makes similarity of law and community of interest 
(reason strong for the freedom of Ireland !) a pretence for a 
condition which would be dissimilarity of law, because ex- 
tinction of constitution; and therefore hostility^ not commu- 
nity of interest ; I ask on what experience is this argument 
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foimdad ? Have you, ever since j€Mir redemption, refused 
to preserve a similarity of law in trade and navigation ?— 
Have you not followed Great Britain in all her cfaanges of 
the act of navigation, during the whole of that unpalatable 
business, the American war ? Have you not excluded the 
oheap produce of other plantations, in curder that Irish po- 
verty might give a monopoly to the dear produce of British 
colonies i Have you not made a better use of yoar liberty 
than Great Britain did of her power ^ But I have an ob- 
jection to this argument, stronger even than its want of 
foundation, in reason and experiment ; I hold it to be nothing 
less ftan an intolerance of the parliamentary constiiution of 
Ireland, a declaration that the full and free external legisla- 
tion of the Irish parliament is incompatible with the British 
empire. I do acknowledge, that by your external power^ 
you might discompose the harmony of empire, and I add, that 
by your power over the purse you might dissolve the State; 
but to the latter you owe your existence in the constitution, 
and to the former your authority and station in the empire; 
this argument, therefore, rests the connection upon a new 
and a false principle, goes directly against the root of par- 
liament, and is not a difficulty to be accommodated, but an 
error to be eradicated ; and if any body of men can still 
tbiiik that the Irish constitution is incompatible with the 
British empire, doctrine which I abjure as sedition against 
the connection; but if any body of men are justified in 
thinking tl at the Irish constitution is incompatible with the 
British empire, perish the empire ! live the constitution !~ 
Reduced by this false dilemma to take a part, my second 
wish is the British empire, my tirst wish and bouuden duty 
is the liberty of Ireland ; but we are told this imperial power 
is not only necessary for England, but safe for Ireland. 

What is the present question ? — what but the abuse of 
this very power of regulating the trade of Ireland, by the 
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British parliament exduding y<>u> and iDcluding herself bj 
virtue of the same words of the same act of navigation ? — 
And what was the provomeut cause of this arrangement ? — 
what but the power you are going to surrender, the distinct 
and independent external authority of the Irish parliament, 
competent to question that misconstruction ? What is the 
remedy now proposed i — the evil. Go back to the parlia- 
ment of £ngland ; I ask again, what were the difiicuhies in 
the way of your eleven propositions ? — what but the jea- 
lousy of the British manufacturers on the subject of trade ? 
And will you make them your parliament, and that too for 
ever, and that too on the subject of their jealousy, and in 
the moment they displayed it — safe ? I will suppose that 
jealousy realized, that you rival them in some market abroad, 
and that they petition their parliament to impose a regula- 
tion which shall affect a tonnage which you have, and Great 
Britain has not ; how would you then feel your situatiop, 
when you should be obliged to register all this i And how 
would you feel your degradation, when you should see your 
own manufacturers pass you by as a cypher in the consti- 
tution, and deprecate their ruin at the bar of a foreign par- 
liament — safe ? Whence the American war ? Whence the 
Irish restrictions f Whence the» misconstruction of the act 
of navigation i Whence but from the evil of suffering ode 
country to regulate the trade and navigation of another, and 
of instituting, under the idea of general procectoress, a proud 
domination, which sacrifices the interest of the whole to the 
ambition of a part, and arms the little passions of ihe mo- 
nopolist with the sovereign potency of tin inipenai parlia- 
ment ; for great nations, when cursed with unnatural sway, 
follow but their nature when they invade ; and human wis- 
dom has not better provided for human safety, than by limit- 
log the principles of human power. The surrender of 
legislature has been linked to cases that not uufrequently 
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take place between two equal nations, covenanting to sus- 
pend, in particular cases, their respective. legislative powers 
for mutual benefit ; thus, Great Britarn and Portugal agree 
to suspen^l their legislative power in favour of the wioe of 
the one, and the woollen of the other ; but if Portugal bad 
gone farther, and agreed to snbscribe the laws of England, 
and this covenant had not been a treaty, but conquest; so 
Great Britain and Ireland may covenant not to raise high 
duties on each other's manufactures; but if Ireland goes 
farther, and covenants to subscribe British law, this is not a 
mutual suspension of the exercise of legislative power, but 
a transfer of the power itself from one country to another, 
to be exercised by another hand ; such covenant is not reci- 
procity of trade ; it is a surrender of the government of your 
trade, inequality of trade, and inequality of constitution. I 
speak, however, as if such transfer could take place, but in 
fact it could not ; any arrangement so covenanting is a mere 
nullity ; it could not bind you, still less could it bind your 
successors ; for a man is not omnipotent over himself, nei- 
ther are your parliaments omnipotent over themselves, to 
accomplish their own destruction, and propagate death to 
their successors ; there is in these cases a superior relation- 
ship to our respective creators — God — the community, which 
in the instance of the individual, arrests the hand of suicide, 
and in that of the political body, stops the act of surrender, 
and makes man the means of propagation, and parliament 
the organ to continue liberty, not the engine to destroy it. 
However, though the surrender is void, there are two ways 
of attempting it ; one by a surrender in form, the other by a 
surrender in substance; appointing another parliament your 
substitute, and consenting to be its register or stamp, by vir- 
tue of which to introduce the law and edict of another land; 
to cloath with the forms of your law, foreign deliberations, 
and to preside over the disgraceful ceremony of your own 
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abdicated authority ; both methods are equally surrenders, 
and both are wholly void. I speak on principle, the prin* 
ciple on which you stand — your creation. We, ihe limited 
trustees of the delegated power, born for a particular pur- 
pose, limited to a particular time, and bearing an inviolable 
relationship to the people who sent us to parliament, cannot 
break that relationship, counteract that purpose, surrender, 
diminish, or derogate from those privileges we breathe but 
to preserve. Could the parliament of England covenant to 
subscribe your laws ? Could she covenant that Young Ire- 
land should command, and Old England should obey ? If 
such a proposal to England were mockery, to Ireland it can- 
not be constitution. I rest on authority as well as principle, 
the authority on which the revolution rests. — Mr. Locke, 
who, in his chapter on the abolition of government, says, 
that the transfer of legislative power is the abolition of the 
state, not a transfer. Thus I may congratulate this House 
and myself, that it is one of the blessings of the British con- 
stitution, that it cannot perish of rapid mortality, nor die in 
a day, like the men who should protect her ; any act that 
would destroy the liberty of the people, is dead born from 
the womb ; men may put down the public cause for a season, 
but another year would see Old Constitution advance the 
lionours of his head, and the good institution of parliament 
shaking off the tomb to re-ascend, in all its pomp and pride, 
. and plenitude and privilege ! 

Sir, I have stated these propositions and the bill as a mere 
transfer of external legislative authority to the parliament of 
Great Britain, but I have understated their mischief; they go 
to taxation, taxes on the trade with the British plantations, 
taxes on the produce of foreign plantations, and taxes on 
some of the produce of the United States of North Ame- 
rica ; they go to port duties, such as Great Britain laid on 
America! The mode is varied, but the principle is the 
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same. Here Great Britain takes the stamp of the Iruli 
parliament ; Great Britain is to prescribe, and Ireland is to 
obey ! We anticipate die rape by previous surrender^ and 
throw into the scale oar honour, as well as our liberty. Do 
not imagine that all these resolutions are mere acts of regu- 
lation ; they are solid substantial revenue^ great part of your 
additional duty. 1 allow the bill excepts rum and tobacco; but 
the principle is retained, and the operation of it only kept back. 
I have stated that Great Britain may by these propositioin 
crush your commerce, but shall be told that tlie commerdal 
jealousy of Great Britain is at an end. — But are ber ^vauts 
at an end? are her wishes for Irish subsidy at an end ? No; 
and may be gratified by laying colony duties on herself, and 
so raising on Ireland an imperial revenue to be subscribed 
by our parliament^ without the consent of our parliameat, 
and in despite of our people. Or if a minister should please 
to turn himself to a general exeretse, if wishing to reliefe 
from the weight of further additional duties the hereditary r^ 
venue now alienated, if wishing to relieve the alarms of tfae 
EagliA manufacturers, who complain of our exemption 
from excises, particularly on soap, candles, and leather, he 
should proceed on those already registered artifcles of taxa- 
tion ; he might tax you by threats, suggesting dtat if you 
M&ise to raise an excise on yourself, England will ruse 
colony duties on both. See what a mighty histrumeot 
of coercion this bill and these resolutions ! Stir, and Ae 
minister can crush you, in the name of Great Britain ; he 
can crush your imports ; he can crasih your exports ; he cao 
do this in a manner peculiarly mortifying, by virtue of a 
clause in a British act of pai£anent, that wouM seem to 
impose the same restrictions on Great Britain ; he can do 
this ill a manner still more offen^ve, by the innitediafte meam 
of your own parliament, yfho would be then <an actiie 
cypher, and notorious stamp, in the hands of Great &ttaia, 
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to forge and falsify the name and autborily of the people of 
Ireland. 1 have considered your situation under these, pro^ 
positions with respect to Great Britain ; see what would be 
yout situation with respect to the crowni : You would have 
granted to the king a perpetual money bill, or a money bill, 
lo continue as long as the parliament of Gieat Britain shall 
please, with a covenant to increase it as often as the British 
parliament shall please. By the resolutions, a great part of 
the additional duty would have been so granted ; the trade 
of the country is made dependant on the parliament of 
Great Britain, and the crown is made less dependant of the 
parliament of Ireland, and a code of prerogative added to a 
code of empire. If the merchant, after this, should petition 
you to lower your duties on the articles of trade, your an- 
swer, *^ trade is in covenant." If your constituents should 
instruct you to limit the bill of supply, or pass a siiort money 
bill, your answer, '^ die purse of the nation, like her trade, 
is in covenant." No more of six months money bills ; no 
more of instructions from constituents ; tbat connection is 
broken by this bill ; pass this, you have do constituent— you 
are not the representative of die people of Ireland^ but the 
register of the British parliament, and the equalizer of British 
duties ! 

In order to complete this chain of power, one link (I do 
acknowledge) was wanting, a perpetual revenue bill, or a 
covenant from time to time to renew the bill for the cof 
lection ther.eof. The twentieth resolution, and this bill 
founded upon it, attain that object. Sir, this House rests 
on three pillars — your power over the aninial mutiny bill ; 
your power over the annual additional duties ; your power 
over the collection of the revenue. The latter power is of 
great consequence, because a great part of our revenues are 
granted for ever. Your ancestors were slaves: and for thew 
estates, diat is, for the act of settlement granted ibe Itere* 
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ditary revenue, and from that moment ceased to be a parlia- 
ment ; nor was it till many years after that parliament re- 
vived ; but it revived as you under this bill would continue; 
without parliamentary power; every evil measure derived 
argument, energy and essence from this unconstitutional fund. 
If a country gentleman complained of the expenses of the 
crown, he was told a frugal government could go on without 
a parliament, and that we held our existence by withholding 
the discharge of our duty. However, though the funds 
were granted for ever, the provision for the collection was 
inadequate ; the smuggler learned to evade the penalties, 
and parliament, though not necessary for granting the here- 
ditary revenue, became necessary for its collection. Here 
then we rest on three pillars : the annual mutiny bill, the 
annual additional supply, and the annual collection of the 
revenue. If you remove all these, this fabric falls ; remove 
any one of them, and it totters ; for it is not the mace, nor 
the chair, nor this dome, but the deliberate voice resident 
herein, that constitutes the essence of parliament. Clog 
your deliberations, and you are no longer a parliament, with 
a thousand gaudy surviving circumstances of shew and au- 
thority. 

Contemplate for a moment the powers this bill presumes 
to perpetuate ; a perpetual repeal of trial by jury ; a per- 
petual repeal of the great charter ; a perpetual writ of 
assistance; a perpetual felony to strike an exciseman ! 

The late chief Baron Burgh, speaking on the revenue 
bill, exclaimed, " You give to the dipping rule^ what you 
should deny to the sceptre/' 

Alt the unconstitutional powers of the excise we are to 
perpetuate, the constitutional powers of parliament we are 
to abdicate. Can we do all this f Can we make these 
bulky surrenders, in diminution of the power, in derogation 
•f the pride of parliament, and in violation of those eternal 




MR. GRATTAN. 159 

* 

relationships, which the body that represents should bear to 
the community which constitutes ? 

The pretence given for this unconstitutional idea is weak 
indeed ; that as the benefits are permanent, so should be the 
compensation. But trade laws are to follow their nature, 
revenue laws to follow their's. On the permanent nature 
of commercial advantages depends the faith of trade, on the 
limited nature of revenue laws depends the existence of par- 
liament ; but the error of the argument arises from the vice 
of dealing. It is a market for a constitution, and a logic, 
applicable to barter only, is applied to freedom. To qualify 
this dereliction of every principle and power, the surrender 
is made constitutional ; that is, the British market for the 
Irish constitution, the shadow of a market for the substance 
of a constitution ! You are to reserve an option, trade or 
liberty ; if you mean to come to the British market, you 
must pass under the British yoke. I object to this principle 
in every shape, whether you are, as the resolution was first 
worded, directly to transfer legislative power to the British 
parliament ; whether, as it was afterwards altered, you are 
to covenant to subscribe her acts ; or whether, as it is now 
softened, you are to take the chance of the British market, 
so long as you wave the blessings of the British constitution 
— rterms dishonourable, derogatory, incapable of forming 
the foundation of any fair and friendly settlement, injurious 
to the political morality of the nation. I would not harbour 
a slavish principle, nor give it the hospitality of a night's 
lodging in a land of liberty ! Slavery is like any other vice, 
tolerate and you embrace :-you should guard your constitu- 
tion by settled maxims of honour, as well as wholesome rules 
of law^ and one maxim should be, never to tolerate a con- 
dition which trenches on the privilege of parliament, or 
derogates from the pride of the island. Liberal in matters 
of revenue, practicable in matters of commerce ; on these 
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subjects I would be inexorable ; if the geoiua of Old Eng* 
land came to that bar, with the British constitution in one 
hand^ and in the other an offer of all that England retains, 
or all that she has lost of commerce, I should turn my hzak 
on the latter^ ainl pay n?y obeisance to the blessings of her 
constitution ; for that constitution will give you comoierce, 
and it was the loss of that constitution thnt deprived you of 
commerce. Why are you not now a woollen country ? be- 
cause another country regulated your trade. Why are you 
not now a country of re-export ? because another country 
regulated your navigation. I oppose the original terms as 
slavish, and I oppose the conditional clause as an artful waj 
of introducing slavery , of soothing an high-spirited natioa 
into submission by the ignominious delusion that she maj 
shake off the yoke when she pleases, and once more beconie 
a free people. The direct unconstitutional proposition 
could not have been listened to, and therefore resort is lad 
to the only possible chance of destroying the liberty of the 
people, by holding up the bright reversion of the British 
constitution, and the speculation of future liberty, as a con- 
solation for the present submission. But would any gentle- 
man here wear a livery to-night, because he might lay it aside 
in the morning ? or would this House suhstitirte another; 
because next year it might resume its authority, and once 
more become the parliament of Ireland ? I do not believe 
we shall get the British, but I do nol want to make an expe- 
riment on the British market, by making an experiment 
likewise on the constitution and spirit of the people of Ire- 
land. But do not imagine, if you shall yield for a year, yon 
will get so easily clear of this ingloriotia experiment ; if this 
is not the British market, why accept the adjustment ? and 
if it is, the benefit thereof may take away your delibera^ve 
voice. You will be bribed out of your constitution by yotir 
commerce : there ^re two ways of ^king away free-will, 
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die one by direct compulsion; the other by establishing a 
prsepollent motive. Thus a servant of the crown may lose 
his free will^ when he is to give his vote at the hazard of his 
office, and thus a parliament would lose its free will^ if it 
acted under a conviction that it exercised its deliberative 
function at the risk of its commerce. No one question 
would stand upon its own legs, but each question would 
invol^ every consideration of trade^ and indeed the whole 
relative situation of the two countries. — And I beseech you 
to consider that situation^ and contemplate the powers of 
your own country, before you agree to surrender them. — 
Recollect that you have now a right to trade with the British 
plantations, in certain articles, without reference to British 
duties ; that you have a right to trade with the British plan- 
tations in every other article, subject to the British duties ; 
that you have a right to get clear of each and of every part 
of that bargain ; that you have a right to take the produce of 
foreign plantations, subject to your own unstipulated duties ; 
that you have a right to carry on a free and unqualified trade 
with the United States of North America ; that you have a 
right to carry on an experimental trade in countries con- 
tiguous to which Great Britain has established her mo- 
nopolies ; the power of trade this, and an instrument of 
power, and station and authority in the British empire! Con- 
sider that you have likewise a right to the exclusive supply 
of your own market, and to the exclusive reserve of the 
rudiment of your manufactures. That you have an absolute 
dominion over the public purse and over the collection of 
the revenue. If you ask me how you shall use these powers, 
I say for Ireland, with due regard to the British nation, let 
them be governed by the spirit of concord, and with fidelity 
to the connection ; but when the mover of the bill asks me 
to surrender these powers, I am astonished at him. I have 
Aeidier ears, nor eyes, nor functions to make such a sacrifice. 
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What ! that free trade^ for which we exerted every nerve in 
1779; that free constitution for which we pledged life and 
fortune in 1782 ! Our lives are at the service of the empire; 
but — our liberties ! No — we received them from our 
« Father, which is in Heaven, and we will hand them down 
to our children. But if gentlemen can entertain a doubt of 
the mischief of these propositions, are they convinced of their 
safety ? the safety of giving up the goveriiment of your 
trade ? No ! the mischief is prominent, but the advantage 
is of a most enigmatical nature. Have gentlemen considered 
the subject, have they traced even the map of the countries, 
the power or freedom of trading with whom they are to 
surrender for ever ? Have they traced the map of Asia, 
Africa, and America ? Do they know the French, Dutch, 
Portuguese, and Spanish settlements ? Do they know the 
neutral powers of those countries, their produce, aptitudes 
and dispositions ? Have they considered the state of North 
America ? its present state, future growth, and every oppor- 
tunity in the endless succession of time attending that nurse 
of commerce and asylum of mankind ? Are they now com- 
petent to declare, on the part of themselves and all their 
posterity, that a free trade to those regions will never, in the 
efflux of time, be of any service to the kingdom of Ireland' 
If they have information on this subject, it must be bj a 
communication with God, for they have none with man : it 
must be inspiration, for it cannot be knowledge. In sucb 
circumstances, to subscribe this agreement, without know-' 
ledge, without even the affectation of knowledge, when 
Great Britain, with all her experience and every means of 
information from East Indies, West Indies, America, and 
with the official knowledge of Ireland at her feet, has taken 
six months to deliberate, and has now produced twenty reso- 
lutions, with an history to each, amounting to a code of 
^mpire^ not a system of commerce : I say, in such circuB- 
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stances, for Ireland to subscribe this agreement, would be 
infatuation ; an infatuation to which the nation could not be 
a party, but would appear to be concluded, or indeed hud<- 
died, with all her posterity into a faMacious arrangement, by 
the influence of the crown, without the deliberation of par- 
liament, or the consent of the people ! This would appear 
the more inexcusable, because we are not driven to it ; ad- 
justment is not indispensable ; the great points have been 
carried ! An inferior question about the home market has 
been started, and a commercial fever artificially raised ;- but 
while the great points remain undisturbed, the nations cannot 
be committed ; the manufacturers applied for protecting 
duties, and have failed ; the minister offered a system of re* 
ciprocity, and succeeded in Ireland, but has failed in Eng- 
land; he makes you another offer, inconsistent with the 
former, which offer the English do not support and the 
Irish deprecate. 

We can go on ; we have a growing prosperity, and as yet 
an exemption from intolerable taxes; we can from time to 
time regulate our own commerce, cherish our manufactures, 
keep down our taxes, and bring on our people, and brood 
over the growing prosperity of Young Ireland. In the mean 
time we will guard our free trade and free constitution, as 
our only real resources ; they were the struggles of great 
virtue, the result of much perseverance, and our broad base 
of public action ! We should recollect that this House may 
now, with peculiar propriety, interpose, because you did, 
u'ith great zeal and success, on . this very subject of trade, 
bring on the people, and you did, with great prudence and 
moderation, on another occasion, check a certain description 
of the people, and you are now called upon by consistency 
to defend the people. Thus mediating between extremes, 
you will preserve this island long, and preserve her with a 
certain degree of renown. Thus faithful to the constitution 
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of the CQUDtryi you will commftBd and insure her tranqwl- 
lity ; for our best authority with the people is, protection 
afforded against the ministers of the crowD. It is not public 
clamour but public injury that should alarm you ; your M^ 
ground of expostulation with your fellow subjects has been 
your services ; the free trade you have given the merchsat, 
and the free constitution you have given the island ! Make 
your third great effort ; preserve them, and with them pre- 
serve unaltered your own calm sense of public right, the dig- 
nity of the parliament, the majesty of the people, and the 
powers of the island ! Keep them unsullied, uncovenanted, 
uncircumscribed, and unstipendiary ! These paths are the 
paths to glory ; and let me add, these ways are the ways of 
peace : so shall the prosperity of your country, though witin 
out a tongue to thaj»k yon, yet laden with the blessings of 
constitution and of commerce, bear attestation to your se^ 
vices, and wait on your progress with involuntary praise i 



On Redressing Ireland. 

I HAVE thrown the declaration of rights into the form 
of an humble address to the throne, and have added other 
matter that calls for redress. I have done this in a manner 
which I conceive respectful to the king, reconcilii^ to the 
pride of England, and with all due tenacity of the rights and 
majesty of the Irish nation ; and if I sink under this great 
argument, let my infirmity be attributed to any cause, rather 
than a want of zeal in your service. — I have troubled you so 
often on the subject of your rights, that 1 have nothing to 
add; but am rather to admire by what miraculous means 
and steady virtue the people of Ireland have proceeded 
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uotii the feculty of the nation is now bound up to the great 
act of her own redemption. I an not very old^ and yet I 
remember Ireland a child ; I have followed hei growth with 
anxious wishes, and beheld with astonishment the rapidity of 
her progress, from injuries to arms — from arms to liberty. I 
have seen her mind enlarge, her maxims open, and a new 
order of days burst in upon her.— You are not now afraid of 
the French, nor afraid of the English, nor afraid of one 
another. -r- You are no longer an insolvent gentry, without 
privilege, except to tread upon a crest-fallen constituencyi 
nor a constituency without privilege, except to tread upon 
the Catholic budy ; you are now a united people, a nation 
manifesting itself to Europe in signal instances of glory.^-- 
Turn to the rest of Europe, and you will find the ancient 
spirit has every where expired ; Sweden has lost her liberty ; 
^England is declining ; the other nations support their conse* 
quence by mercenary armies, or on the remembrance of a 
mighty name ; but you are the only people tliat have reco* 
vered your constitution, — ^^recovered it by steady virtue.— 
You have departed from the example of other nations, and 
have become an example to thetn. You not only excel 
modern Europe, but yoii excel what she can boast of old* 
Liberty, in former times, was recovered by the quick feelings 
and rapid impulse of the populace, excited by some strong 
object presented to the senses. Such an object was the 
daughter of Virginius, sacritied to virtue; such the seven 
bishops, whose meagre and haggard looks expressed the 
rigour of their sufferings ; but no history can produce an 
iuBtance of men like you, musing for years upon oppression, 
and then, upon a determination of right, rescuing the 

The supporters of liberty, in the reign of Charles I. miiced 
dMir sentiments of constitution with principles vf gloomy 
bigotry ; but you havte sought liberty on her <own principles; 
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you see the delegates of the North advocates for the Catho^ 
lies of the South ; the Presbytery of Bangor laixing the 
milk of humanity with the benignity of the gospel — as 
Christians, tolerant — as Irishmen, united. 

This House, agreeing with the desires of the nation, re- 
laxed the penal code, and by so doing, got more than it 
gave ; you found advantages from generosity, and grew ricb 
in the very act of your bounty — it was not merely an act of 
bounty to the Catholics, it was an act of bounty to your- 
selves ; you hardly had given them privileges, when you felt 
your own, and magnified your liberty by enlarging the sphere 
of its action. You did not give away your own power:— 
No— -you formed an alliance with Catholic power, and found 
in that alliance a new strength and a new freedom. Fortu- 
nately for us England did not take the lead ; her minister did 
not take the lead in the restoration of our rights ; had Eng- 
land in the first instance ceded, you would have sunk under 
the weight of the obligation, and given back the acquisition 
with a sheepish gratitude ; but the virtue, the pride of the 
people was our resource, and it is right that people should 
have a lofty conception of themselves. It was necessary 
that Ireland should be her own redeemer, to form her mind 
as well as her constitution, and erect in her soul a vast image 
of herself, and a lofty sense of her own exaltation ; other 
nations have trophies and records to elevate the human 
mind ; those outward and visible signs of glory, those monu- 
ments of their heroic ancestors, such as were wont to animate 
the ancient Greek and Romans, and rouse them in their 
country's cause ; but you had nothing to call fortli the 
greatness of the land, except injuries, and therefore it is 
astonishing that you should have preserved your pride ; but 
more astonishing that you should proceed with a temper 
seldom found amongst the injured, and a success never but 
with the virtuous ; which not only elevates you above our 
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own leve]^ but makes you equal to those nations, modern and 
ancient^ whose histories you are accustomed to admire, and 
among whom you are now to be recorded. You have no 
trophies ; but the liberty you transmit to your posterity is 
more than trophy. I dwell the more on this part of the 
subject, because I hold it necessary to pour into the public 
mind a considerable portion of pride, acting up to a good 
national character founded on a great transaction. What 
sets one nation above another, but the soul that dwells 
therein, that atherial jire ; for it is of no avail that the arm 
be strong if the soul be not great. The armies of England 
were most numerous under her late administration ; but the 
English soul which, should have inspired these armies, was 
gone. What signifies it, that three hundred men in die 
House of Commons — what signifies it, that one hundred 
men in the House of Peers, assert their country's cause, if 
unsupported by the people : nor was this act of your re- 
demption confined to any body of men ; all have had a share 
in it ; there is not a man that washes his firelock this night — 
there is not a grand jury — there is not an association — there 
is not a corps of volunteers — there is not a meeting of their 
delegates, that is not a party to this acquisition, and pledged 
to support it to the last drop of his blood. It seems as if 
the subjects of Ireland had met at the altar, and communi- 
cated a national sacrament. Juries, cities, counties, com- 
moners, nobles, volunteerS| gradations, religions, a solid 
league, a rapid fire. 

Gentlemen will perceive I allude to the transaction at 
Dungannon ; not long ago that meeting was considered as a 
very alarming measure : but I thought otherwise — I ap- 
proved of it, and considered it a great original transaction^ 
and like all originaPmeasures, it was a matter of surprise, 
until it became n)atter of admiration. What more surprising, 
or less within the ordinary course of things, than the con- 
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ventioa of parliament ;-^what more extraoixfinary transactioo 
than the attainment of Magna Charta It was not attained 
in parliament, but by the Barons in the field. Great mea- 
sures, such 88 the meeting of the English at Runnymead, 
the meettng of the Irish at Dungannon, are original transac- 
tions, not following from precedent, bot containing in them- 
selves both principle aiKl precedent. The revolution had 
no precedent — the Christian religion had no precedent — ^the 
Apostles had no precedent. 



On the Cx^im of the Clergy to Tithes. 

TITHES are made more respectable than, and superior to, 
any other kind of property. The High Priest will not take a 
parliamentary title ; that is, in other words, be thinks they 
have a diviner right to tide. 

Whence ? — None from the Jews ; — the priesthood of the 
Jews had not the tenth ; the Levites had the tenth, because 
they had no other inheritance ; but Aaron and his sons had 
but the tenth of that tenth ; that is, the priesthood of the 
Jews had but the hundredth part, the rest was for other 
uses ; for the rest of the Levites, and for the poor, the 
stranger, the widow, the orphan, and the temple. 

But supposing the Jewish priesthood had the tenth, which 
they certainly had not, the Christian priesthood does not 
claim under them. Christ was not a Levite, noi* of ttie tribe 
of Levi, nor of the Jewish priesthood, but came to protest 
s^ainst that priesthood, their worship, their ordinances^ their 
passov^, and their circumcision. 

Will a Christiim priesthood say it was meet to put down 




^ke J«wirii, but meel likewise to seize on the spoil; as^if 
their riches were of divine right, though dieir religion was 
not ; as if Christian disinterestedness might take the land, 
and the tithe given in lieu of land, and possessed of both, 
and divested of the charity, exclaim against the avarice of the 
Jews i 

The Apostles had no tithe, they did not demand it ; they, 
and He M/hoae mission they preached, protested against the 
principle on which tithe is founded. — ** Carry neither scrip, 
nor purse, nor shoes; into whatsoever house ye go, say. 
Peace." 

Here is concord, and contempt of riches, not tithe. — 
'^ Take no thought what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, 
nor for your bodies, what ye shall put on ;" so said Christ to 
his Apostles. Does this look like a right in his priesthood 
to a tenth of the goods of the community i 

*^ Beware of covetousness — seek not what ye shall eat, 
but seek the kingdom of God.'' 

" Give alms — provide yourselves with bags that wax not 
old, a treasure in Heaven which faileth not.^ This does not 
look like a right in the Christian priesthood to the tendi of 
the goods of the commumty, exempted ftom the poor's 
dividend. 

'^ Distribute unto the poor, and seek treasure in Heaven.'' 
^ Take care that your hearts be not charged with surfeit* 
ing and dniakenness, and the cares of this life." 

One should «ot thiak that our Saviour was laying the 
foundation of tithe, bat cutting up the roots of the claim, and 
prophetically admonishing some of the modern priesthood. If 
these precepts are of divine right, tithes cannot be so; the 
precept which orders a contempt of riches, the claim which 
demands a tenth of the iruits of* the earth for the ministers 
of die Gospel. 
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The peasantry, in Apostolic times, had b^en the object of 
charity, uot of exaction. Those to whose cabin the tithe- 
faroier has gone for tithe of turf, and to whose garden he 
has gone for the tithe potatoes, the Apostles would have 
visited likewise ; but they would have visited with contribu- 
tion, not for exaction : the poor had shared with the Apostles, 
though they contribute to the churchman. 

The Gospel is not an argument for, but against the right- 
divine of tithe ; so are the first fathers of the^Church. 

It is the boast of Tertullian, " Nemo compellitur sed 
sponte confert hac quasi deposita sunt pictatis.'^ 

''With us, men are not under the necessity of redeeming 
their religion ; what we have is not raised by compulsion ; 
each contributes what he pleases ; modicam unusquisque 
stipendium vel cum velit, ei si modo velit, et si modo posset ; 
what we receive, we bestow on the poor, the oid^ the orphan, 
and the infirm." 

Cypi ian, the bishop of Carthage, tells you, the expences 
of the Church are frugal and sparing, but her charity great; 
— he calls the clergy his fratres sportulantes — a fraternity 
living by contribution. 

" Forsake," says Origen, " the priests of Pharaoh, who 
have earthly possessions, and come to us who have none — 
we must not consume what belongs to the poor — we must 
be content with simple fare, and poor apparel." 

Chrysostome, in the close of the fourth century, declares, 
that there was no practice of tithes in the former ages — and 
Erasmus says, that the attempt to demand them was no 
better than tyranny. 

But there is an authority still higher than the opinions of 
the Fathers — there is an authority of a council — the council 
of Antioch, in the fourth century^ which declares, that 
bishops may distribute the goods of the Church, but must 
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lake no part to themselves, nor to the priests that lived with 
them, unless necessity required them justly — " Have food 
and raiment ; be therewith content." 

This was the state of the Church, in its purity; in the fifth 
century, decimation began, and Christianity declined ; — 
then, indeed, the right of tithe was advanced, and advanced 
into a stile that damned h. The preachers who advanced 
the doctrine, placed all Christian virtue in the payment of 
tithe. They said, that the Christian religion, as we say the 
Protestant religion, depended on it. , They said, that those 
who paid not their tithes, would be found guilty before God ; 
and if they did not give the tenth, that God would reduce 
the country to a tenth. — Blasphemous preachers! — ^gross 
ignorance of the nature of things — impudent familiarity with 
the ways of God — audacious, assumed knowledge of his 
judgments, and a false denunciation of his vengeance. And 
yet even these rapacious, blasphemous men, did not acknow- 
ledge to demand tithe for themselves, but for the poor — 
alms ! — the debt of charity — the poor's patrimony. " We 
do not limit you to a precise sum ; but you will not give 
less than the Jews" — decimasunttributa egentium animarum 
redde tributa pauperibus. Augustine goes on, and tells you, 
that as many poor as die in your neighbourhood for want; 
you not paying tithe, of so many murders will you be found 
guilty at the tribunal of God — tantorum homicidiorum reus 
ante tribunal eterni judicis apparebit* " Let us," says St. 
Jerome, " at least follow the example of the Jews^ and part 
of the whole give to the priest and the poor." To these au- 
tliorities we are to add the decree of two councils — the pro- 
vincial council of Mascon, in the close of the sixth century^ 
and the decree of the council of Nantz, in the close of the 
ninth. — ^The first orders, that tithes may be brought in by 
the people, that the priest may expend them for the use of 
the poor, and the redemption of captives. — The latter de- 
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•rees^ tbat the clergy art to use the tithes^ not as a propertji, 
but a trust — non qussi suis sed cammendatis^ 

■ It was not the table of the priest^ nor his domestics, oor 
bisapparely nor his influence, nor his ambition, but a Chris- 
tian equipage of tender virtues — the widow, the orphan, aad 
the poor ; they did not demand the tithe as a corporation of 
proprietors, like an £ast-India Company, or a South-Sea 
Company, with great rights ol property annexed, distinct 
from the community, and from religion; but as trustees, 
bumble trustees to Qod, and the poor, pointed out, tbey 
presumed, by excess of holiness and contempt of riches. — 
Nor did they resort to decimation, even under these plauttble 
pretensions, until forced by depredations committed by them- 
selves on one another. The goods of the church, of what- 
ever kind, were at first in common distribiited to tlie mippost 
of the church, and the provision of the poor — but at length, 
the more powerful part, those who attended the courts of 
princes — they who intermeddled in state affairs, the busy 
high priest, and the servile, seditious, clerical politiciaD; 
and particularly the abbots who had engaged in war, add 
had that pretence for extortion usurped the fund, left the 
business of prayer to the inferior clergy, and the inferior 
clergy to tithe and the people. 

Thus the name of tithe or^inated in real extortion^ and 
was propagated by aiSfected charity ; at first, for the poor 
and the churchy afterwards snbject to the fourfold divisioa, 
the bishop, ilie fabric, the miniver, and the poor ; this io 
Europe! 
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Gradual Corruption and Restoration of 

Christianity. 



SEE the curate — he rises al six to morning prayers ; he 
leaves company at six for evening prayer ; he baptizes, be 
marries, he churches, he buries, he follows with pious offices 
Us fellow creature from the cradle to the grave — for whait 
immense income !^>f*what riches to reward these inestimable 
services i Do not depend on the penury of the laity» Let 
his own order value his deserts ; 50/. a-year ; 50L for pray- 
ing, for christening, for marrying,, for churching, for burying, 
for following with Christian offices his fellow creature from 
cradle to grave — so frugal a thing is devotion, so cheap re- 
ligion, so easy the terms on which man may worship his 
Maker, and so small the income, in the opinion of eccle- 
siastics, sufficient for the duties of a clergyman,, as far as he 
is connected at all with the Christian religion. 

I think the curate has by far too little — bloated with the 
full tenth, I think &e church would have abundantly too 
much. 

The provision of the church is not absolute propertjr, like 
an estate, but payment for a duty : it is salary for pvayer, 
not the gift of God independent of the duty. He did a«t 
send his Son to suffef on earth> to establish a rich priesthood, 
but to save mankind— it is the donation of the laity, for the 
duty of prayer. The labourer deserves hire for doing his 
duty — he is paid not as a high priest, but a pAstor ka his 
eviu^elic, not his corporate capacity ^-«*when he desires lo 
live by his ministry, he demands his r%fat ; when be desires 
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the tenth of your weahh^ he demands your right ; and he 
presumes riches to be the right of the churchy instead of 
supposing^ what he ought, the Gospel to be the right of the 
people, and competency for preaching, the Gospel — not 
luxury, to be the right, as it is the profession, of the church. 
A provision for the minister of the Gospel on its own prin- 
ciples, keeping clear of the two extremes — poverty on one 
side, and riches on the other ; both are avocations from 
prayer; poverty, which is a struggle how to live, and riches, 
which are an occuoation how to spend. But of the two 
extremes, I should dread riches — and above all, such inde- 
finite riches as the tenth of the industry, capital, and land of 
3,000,000, would heap in the kitchens of QOO clergymen— 
an impossible proportion ; but if possible, an avocation of a 
very worldly kind, introducing gratifications of a very tem- 
poral nature — passions different froin the precepts of the 
Gospel. Ambition, pride, and vain glory add to this ac- 
quisition of the tenth — the litigation which must attend it, 
and the double avocation of luxury and law ; conceive a war 
of citations, contempts, summonses, civil bills, proctors, 
attornies, and all the voluminous train of discord, carried on 
at the suit of the man of peace — by the plaintiff in the pulpit, 
against the defendants, his congregation. It is a strong ar- 
gument against the tenth, that such claim is not only incon- 
sistent with the nature of things, but absolutely incompatible 
with the exercise of the Christian religion. Had the Apostles 
advanced, among the Jews, pretensions to the tenth of the 
produce of Judea, they would not have converted a less 
perverse generation ; but they were humble and inspired 
men — they went forth in humble guise, with naked foot, and 
brought to every man's door, in his own tongue, the true 
belief; their word prevailed against the potentates of the 
earth ; and on the ruin of the Barbaric pride, and Pontific 
luxury, they placed the naked majesty of the Christian 
religion. 
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Thitf light was soon put down by its own ministers, and^ 
on its extinction, a beastly and pompous priesthood ascended. 
Political potentates, not Christian pastors — full of false zeal, 
full of worldly pride, and full of gluttony — empty of the true 
religion. To their flock oppressive — to their inferior clergy 
brutal — to their king abject, and to their God impudent and 
familiar ; they stood on the altar, as a stepping-stool to the 
throne, glozing in the ear of princes, whom they poisoned 
with crooked principles and heated advice, and were a faction 
against their king, when they were not kis slaves ; ever the 
dirt unHer his feet, or a poniard in his heart. 

Their power went down, it burst of its own plethory, 
when a poor reformer, with the Gospel in his hand, and in 
the inspired spirit of poverty, restored the Christian religion. 



Appeal to the Hous£ for Redress of Tithe 

Grievances. 

LET bigotry and schism, the zealot's fire, the high priest's 
intolerance, through all their discordancy, tremble, while an 
enlightened parliament, with arms of general protection, 
overarches the whole community, and roots the Protestant 
ascendancy in the sovereign mercy of its nature. — Laws of 
coercion, perhaps necessary, certainly severe, you have put 
forth already, but your great engine of power you have 
hitherto kept back ; that engine, which the pride of tfie 
bigot, nor the spite of the zealot, nor the ambition of the 
high, nor the arsenal of the conqueror, nor the inquisition, 
with its jaded rack and pale criminal, never thought of: — 
the engine which, armed with physical and moral blessing, 
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comes foTthf aiid overlays mankind by services ; — the engine 
of redress — this is government ; and this the only description 
of government worth your ambition. Were I to raise you 
to a great act^ I should not recur to the history of other 
nations ; I would recite your own acts, and set you in emu- 
lation with yourselves. Do you remember that night, when 
you gave your country a free trade^ and with your hands 
opened all her harbours i — That night when you gave hers 
free constitution, and broke the chains of a century — while 
Enghmd, eclipsed at your glory and your island, rose as it 
were from its bed, and got nearer to the sun ? In the arts 
that polish life — the inventions that accommodate ; the ma- 
nufactures that adorn it — you will be for many years inferior 
to some other parts of Europe ; but, to tiurse a growkig 
people — to mature a struggling, though hardy community, 
to mould, to multiply, to consolidate, to inspire, and to 
exalt a young nation ; be these your barbarous accomplish- 
ments ! 

I spe^k this to you, from a long kiiowledge of your cha- 
racter, and the various resources of your soul ; and I confide 
my motion to those principles not only of justice, but of 
fire ; which I have observed to exist in your composition, 
and' occasionally to br«alr out in a flame of public zeal, 
leaving the ministers of the crown in eclipsed degradation. 
It is therefore I have not come to you ^rnished merely with 
a cold mechanical plaA :; but have submitted to your consi- 
der^on the lining grievances^^-coiiceiving that any thing 
in the shape of oppression made once apparent— oppression 
too of* a people you have* set free— the evil will catch thoee 
warm suscef^tiUe peoperties wiiich abound in your mind, 
and (lualtfy you for legislatioB. 
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Reproof of the Irish Protestant Bishops. 



HERE are the sovereign pontiff of tbe^ Catholic iaith, 
and the Catholic king of Spain, distributing one-third of a 
part pf the revenues of their church for the poor, and here 
are «Dme of the enlightened doctors of our church depre* 
catiog such a principle, and guarding their riches against the 
encroaching of Christian charity; I hope they will never 
again afford such an opportunity of comparing them with 
the Pope^ or contrasting them with the Apostles. I do 
not think their riches will be diminished ; b^t if they were 
to be so — ;is not the question directly put to themi which 
. will they prefer ? their flock or their riches f for which did 
Christ die^ or the Apostles suffer martyrdom, or Paul preachy 
or Luther protest i Was it for the tithe of flax, or the titl^e 
of barren land^ or the tithe of potatoes, or the tithe-proctor^ 
or the tithe-farmer, or the tithe- pig P Your riches are secure; 
but if they were impaired by your acts of benevolence^ doe9 
our religion depend on your riches ;? On such a principU 
your Saviour should have accepted of the kingdoms of the 
earthy and their glory, and have capitulated with the Devil 
for the propagation of the faith. Never was a great prin- 
ciple rendered prevalent by power or riches ; — low and arti- 
ficial means are resorted to for the fulfilling the little views 
of men, their love of power, their avarice, or ambition ; but 
to apply to the great design of God such wretched auxiliaries^ 
is to forget his divinity, and to deny his omnipotence. — 
What ! does the word come more powerfully from a digni- 
taty in purple and fine Unen than it came from the poor 
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apostle widi nothing but the spirit of the Lord on his lip^^ 
and the glory of God standing on his right hand i What ! 
my lords, not cultivate barren land ; not t^qcpurage the raaoift' 
factureh of your country ; not relieve the poor of your flock, 
if the church is to be at any expence thereby ! — Where shall 
we find this principle i not in the Bible. I have adverted to 
the sacred writings, without criticism ^ I allow, but not wttb- 
out devotion — there is not in any part of them such a senti- 
ment — not in the purity of Christ, nor the poverty of the 
apostles, nor the prophesy of Isaiah, nor the patience of 
Job, nor the harp of David, nor the wisdom of Solomon ! 
No, my lords ; on this subject your Bible is against you-— 
the precepts and practice of the primitive church agabst 
you — the great words increase and multiply — the axiom of 
philosophy, that nature does nothing in vain — the productive 
principle that formed the system, and defends it against the 
ambition and encroachments of its own elements ; the repro- 
ductive principle which continues^ the system, and which 
makes vegetation support life, and life administer back agadn 
to vegetation ; taking from the grave its sterile quality, and 
making death itself propagate to life and succession — the 
plenitude of things, and the majesty of natuie, through all 
her organs — manifest against such a sentiment ; this blind 
fatality of error, which, under pretence of defending the 
wealth of the priesthood, chetks the growth of mankind, 
arrests his industry, and makes the sterility of the planet a part 
of its religion. 
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Appeal to thb Irish Parliament to emancipate 
THE People from a Dependance on England. 



I HAVE iotreated an attendance of the House on this 
da;^ to protest agjsinst the usurpations of the parliament of 
Great Britain, and to join with me in hfting up their hanck 
and voices against such usurpations. Two millions of people 
out of doors were to be satisfied, and had I a' son, I would, 
like the father of Hannibal, bring hiid to the altar to swear 
tke sacred maintenance of the people's rights. I would 
move ibem to as full and ample a declaration as could be 
done without shaking the pillars of the state. It is im- 
possible to stop the voice of millions— the public mind was 
not at ease— enough was not done.— > You are the guardians 
of the public liberty, you owe your country that liberty, and 
she calls upon you to restore it -she calls upon you to 
make Great Britain revoke the injustice of her laws, and to 
restore your political as she has your commercial freedom. 
In passing the bills for liberating your trade, the British 
minister has made use of the words, that it was expedient to 
allow Ireland to export her own products. Expedient is a 
word of great reserve. Expedient is a word fatal to Great 
Britain,— by such a word she lost America, and plunged 
her country in scenes of blood. By this reservation your 
trade is in the power of England, whenever she may think 
proper to take it away. We were allowed a moment of 
satisfactibn, but not a relief from slavery. God has a£forded 
you an opportunity to emancipate yourselves and your pos- 
terity ; wait not the issue of a general peace, when the direc 

n3 



ISO 



IRISH BLOQUBNCE. 



tion of her power on this fated island may again lay you b 
bondage. For the honour of your country — for the hoooor 
of human nature — by the memury of your sufferings' — bjAe 
^ense you feel of your wrongs- — by the love you owe 3P0iir 
posterity — by the dignity and generous feelings of Irishmea 
— I beseech you to seize the auspicious occasiou, and letthk 
be the hour of your freedom ! The doctrine of parliamentaiy 
supremacy Great Britain now finds to be nonsense — parlia- 
mentary supremacy has been the bane ot Great Britain.— 
Her enemies are on all sides pouring in on her. The sea i> 
not her's; the honour of her councils fuid arms is tarmflked. 
She has no army — no fleet — no adnuEais-*— no generab— A 
supineness pervades^her measures^-and distractkHM sUeod 
her councils. Parliament is the only spring to convey tk 
native voice of the people; never this or any other counti; 
behold a senate possessed of so much public coofidence. 
There is an ardent combination among tbe puople^ a fire 
which animates the nation to its own redemption. — A sacred 
enthusiasm, unconveyed in the language of anti^|uity, sod 
which only belongs to the natural confidence of freedom.— 
Forty thousand men in arms look up to the result of this 
day's dehberation.— Let the lovers of freedom rejoice at tlut 
martial spirit, which has operated to national happiness. If 
you refuse to comply with the resolution of thia day, yoo 
belie the desire of your constituents. A providential con- 
junction and the hand of God seem to demand and direct 
it; grasp at a blessing, which promises independence and 
happiness. Yesterday tbe servants of the crow n were asked^ 
whether a standing army of fifteen thousand Irishmen were 
to be bound in this kingdom by English laws ; and the 
servants of the crown have asierted that they shall. The 
servants of the crown have dared to avow that they shall be 
bound by English laws. — ^This is the consequence of your 
rejoicii^ at a partial repeal of the ^ laws which opprused 
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yott— ^jOQf exultation betrayed your rights. The courtier 
may have his salary — the landed gentleman may have his 
rest — ^you may export the commodities of your country, and 
bring the returns of another — ^but liberty — liberty, the con- 
summation of all trade, is wanting. The superstructure is 
left withiHit a base — ^)ou have commence without a full 
trade, and a senate without a parliament. When I fiomid a 
prohibition upon glass, and other commodities, when I found 
an act of the 6th of George the 1 st, which expressly claimed 
a power of binding this kingdom, — the king, without its 
parliameut, enacted a law to bind the people of Ireland^ by 
making laws for them ; it was time to call the authority of 
England a rod of tyranny. I call upon the judges of the 
land, the justices of the peace, and officers of the army^ to 
aay whether they do not act under the direction of EngliA 
statutes ? A present and explicit declaration of rights must 
remove all this. Three luiliions of people must feel how 
necessary it is to be as free as the people of England. They 
must behold, with veneration, a parliament superior to every 
onker, and equal to that which passed the bill of rights. — A 
senate composed of men that would do honour to Rome, 
when Rome did honour to humaii nature. 

I1ie enemies of Ireland may call the efforts of the people 
the proceedings of a mob. A mob stopped your magistrates 
in their obedience to English laws, and vindicated your ab- 
dicated privilq^es. I shall be told this was the turbulence of 
the times ; and so may every effort for freedom in the history 
of mankind be called. Your fathers were slaves^ and lost 
their liberties to the l^islature of England ;^*^the kmgdom 
became a plantation — the spirit of independence was ba- 
nished. — The fears of parliament made it grant, in a^strainof 
trembling servility, whatever was demanded : Men of over- 
grown fortunes became the very jobbers of corruption; they 
voted an embargo, winch brought bankruptcy on the prince, 
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and misery on the people. The people saw notliing bat 
•tanriog roanufacturersy a corrupt senate, and a military 
combipation. The courtier was glad to petition for a free 
trade, and England to grant it; but the uncousiitutional 
power of an English attomey-generai, and an English par- 
liament, still remains. — Eighteen or nineteen counties de- 
serving to be free, and who are your legal constituents, have 
petitioned for this redemption. You may lull the public 
with addresses, but the public mind will never be well at ease 
until the shackles are removed. The maxims of one country 
go to take away the liberties of another. — Nature rebels at 
the idea, and the body becomes mutinous — there is no middle 
course left; win the heart of an Irishman, or else cut off his 
hand : a nation infringed on as Ireland, and amied as Ire- 
land, must have equal freedom ; any thing else is an insult 
Tiie opportunity prompts— the spirit of the people prompts 
— the opinion of the judges pompts. No arguments can 
be urged against it, but two ; one is, the real belief that tbe 
British nation is a generous one, witness the contributicm 
sent to Corsica, and the relief afforded Holland ; and the 
other, their uniform hatred of an administration that brought 
destruction on the British dominions. If Ei^land is a 
tyrant, it is Ireland made her so, by obeying. — ^The slave 
makes the tyrant.— -What can prevent the completion of oar 
demands i It is not in the power of England to resist. Can 
she war against ten millions of French, eight millions of 
Spaniards, three millions of Americans, three millions of 
Irish ? England cannot withstand accumulated millions, 
with her ten millions ; with a national debt of 200 millions^ 
a peace establishment of 21 millions/— H:an she pretend to 
dictate terms ? She offered America the entire cession of 
her parliamentary power, and can she refuse the liiak the 
freedom of fellow-subjects ? Every thing short of total in* 
dependence was offered to the Americans-^and will she 
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yield that to their armis, and refuse it to your loyalty i — 
Nothing but a subjugatiou of mind can make the great men 
of Ireland tremble at every combination for liberty. When 
you possess this liberty, you will be surprized at your situ- 
ation, and though jobbers may deem your ardour phrenzy, it 
will be a fortunate madness ; a declaration will be the result. 
Your constituents have instructed, and they will support you ; 
for public pride and public necessity will find resources. — 
What will your judges and your commissioners, who have 
refused to abide by English laws, say ? Will you abdicate, 
will you bring them into contempt ? Eighteen counties have 
declared agiiinst it, and no man in this House dare defend 
the claims of the English. It is the sense of this side of the 
House, not to give an assent to the money bills nntil we ob- 
tain this declaratory act. The mock moderators, who go 
about preaching peace, are the really factious, and the worst 

enemies of this country. Have you been for a century 

contending against the power of an English attorney-general, 
and dare not conquer, though lying at your mercy ? — ^The 
great charter has not been confirmed, as often as our rights 
have been violated. You may be told indeed you are un- 
grateful. 1 know of no gratitude which can make me 

wear the badge of slavery. Insatiable — we may be told we 
are, when Ireland desires nothing but what England has 
robbed her of. When you have emboldened the judges to 
declare your rights, they will not be afraid to maintain them. 
His majesty has no title to his crown but what you have to 
your liberty ; if your exertions in that cause are condemned, 
the revolution was an act of perjury, and the petition of right 
an att of rebellion. The oaths made to the House of Stuart, 
were broken for the sake of liberty, and we live too near the 
^British nation to be less than equal to it. Insulted by the 
British parliament, there is no policy left for the English, 
but to do justice to a people, who are otherwise determined 
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to dojuUice to themselves. Common trade and comnoD 
liberty will give strengtk to our constitution, and make both 
nations immortal ; the laws of God, the laws of nature, and 
the laws of nations, call loudly for it. Let not that supre- 
macy, which has withered the land, remain nncbntroverted. 
Do not^ by opposing the present opportunity^ give that de- 
structive blow to the balance of the constitution which shaD 
weigh it down beyond the power of recovery. Do not let 
the curses of >our children, and your reflections in old age, 
weigh you down to the grave with bitterness. Forgetful of 
past violation and present opportunity, let nobody say the 
parliament was bought by a broken ministry and an empty 
treasury. That having made a Qod of self-interest, yoa 
kneeled down to worship the idol of corruption. Your ex- 
ertions now will be the basis for erecting a temple to iibefty. 
By the inspiration of the present opportunity, — by the affec- 
tion you owe po8terit}-«^by all the ties which constitiite the 
well-being of a people, assert and maintain the liberties of 
your country. I have no design, I ask for no favour, bat 
to breathe in common in a nation of freedom ; but I never 
will be satisfied as long as a link of the British chain is 
clanking to the heels of the meanest peasant. 



CoNSEGtUENCES OF ASSERTING A RiGHT TO 

EXCLUSIVE Salvation. 

BUT here the objector interposes again, and tells us it is 
in vain to look for harmony with the Catholics, inasmuch as 
they deliver the Protestants to damnation. Gravely thiey say 
this*— -soberly they say this in a morning, and accordii^ to 
this you must not only repeal your law of toleration, but you 
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must disband part of your army and navy and disqualify your 
electors. The Catholic who hears ibis produces a Protestant 
creed iivfaidi doe^tbe same tbit]^ and damnsbis sect likewne. 
The infidel whv iislens agitfe^ wkh both aiid triumphs, and 
suggests that it were better not to cast off your people but 
to cast off your religion*. So ¥ohMy makes all sects contend 
and all conquer, and religion the common victim. The truth 
My eai^viive saltation was the commoo pbt^ensy of all sects 
and is the religion of iione> and is now not only rejected by 
fH bat laughed at ; so bitfnkig one another^ aa well as damning 
one anotheri You can produce Jnstayoes, they can produce 
kiMances : it was the* habit of the early Christians to anathcH 
matiflse all sects but iheir own. No religion can standi if 
men without regard to their God, and with regard only to 
controversy, shall rake out of the rubbish of antiquity the 
obsolete and qiiaint follies of the sectarians^ and affront the 
majesty of the Almighty with the impudent catalogue of their 
devices ; and it is a strong argument against the prescitptive 
tystem that it helps to continue this shocking contest-— 
theologian against theologian — polemic against polemic, 
ontil the two madmeii defame their common parent and ex- 
pose their common religion* 



The Boundaries to Gratitude. 

THERE are some things which cannot becoine matter of 
remuneration. For instance,^ — a gentleman cannot be grate- 
ful with his honour — a female cannot be grateful with her 
virtue — a nation cannot be grateful with its liberty. 
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JmTiFicriQK OF HIS Motion foe a PkKsioK to 

HUSSEY BUR0H*8 FaMILT. 



SIR, ill 80 very uumerous a list it is almost impossible 
that some meritorious persons should not have been obtruded^ 
and yet in so numerous a list it is astonishing there should be 
so few of that description. One pension indeed I well re- 
member — it suggests to me other considerations than such a 
list Mi'ould naturally inspire — I mean the pension to Ae 
family of the late chief Baron. 1 4noved for that pension ; 
I did it from a natural and instinctive feeling ; I came todiis 
house from his hearse— *what concern first suggested, reason 
afterwards contirmed. Do I lament that pension i Yes-— 
becaus»e in it I lament the mortality of noble emulation-— of 
delightful various endowments— and above all, because I feel 
the absence of him, who, if now here, would have insfured 
this debate, would have asserted your privileges, exposed the 
fieilse pretences of prerogative, and have lent an angers voice 
to the councils of the nation* 



Universal System acted on by England to 

Ireland. 

I AM for tranquillity — for honourable tranquillity; but 
when I see an administration unable to make a blow against 
an enemy tyrannize over Ireland, 1 am bound to exert every 
power to oppose it. Ireland is in strength — ^she has acquired 
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that Strength by the weakness of Britaid, for Ireland was 
saved when America was lost ; when England conquered, 
Ireland was coerced — when she was defeated — Ireland 
was relieved ; and when Charlestown was taken, the mutiny 
and sugar bills were altered! have you not, all of you, 
when you heard of a defeat, at the same instl^nt condoled 
with England and congratulated Ireland i 



The Penal Code. 

SO long as die penal code remains, we never can be a 
great nation. The penal code is the shell in which the 
protestant power has been hatdbed— >nOw that it is become a 
bird it must break the shell or perish. 



Character of Mr Rirwan the Irish Preacher. 

HE called forth the latent virtues of the human heart, 
and taught men to discover in themselves a mine, of charity 
of which the proprietors bad been unconscious — in feeding 
the lamp of chariQr, he exhausted the lamp of life. He 
cmnes to interrupt the repose of the pulpit, and shakes one 
^World with the thunders of another. The preacher's desk 
becomes a throne of light— -around him a train, not such as 
crouch and swagger at the levee of viceroys — horse, foot, 
and dragoons; but that wherewith a great genius peoples 
his own state-— charity in extacy, and vice in humiliation*— 
not as with you, in cabinet against the people, but in humi« 
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liatioK. VAnky, arrogance and saucy empty pride, appale^ 
by the rebiike of the preacher and cheated for a moinetii oP 
their native improbity and insolence. What reward? St* 
Nicholas, viitbout or St. Nicholas within? The curse of 
Swift is upon him^ to ha^e beea born an' Irishman — to have 
been a man •f genius — ^and io have used it for the good of 
his country. Had this maiy* instead of being: the brightest 
of preachers been the dullest of lawyers — had he added to 
dullness, venality — had he aggravated the crime of venality 
by senatorial turpitude, he had been a judge — or had he 
been bom a blockhead, bred a slave, trained up in a great 
English family and handed oyer as an household circum- 
stance to the Irish viceroy, he should have been an Irish 
bishop, ^nd im Irish peer with a great pfttiioiiage, perhaps a 
borough, and have returned iiiei»b#rs to void against; Irelnad; 
and the Irish parochial clergy mUsli have adored bisvenality 
and deified his dullness. But under the present system 
Ireland is not the element in which a native genius can rise, 
unless he sells that genius to the court, and atones by the 
apostacy of his conduct for the crime of his nativity. 
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CfffARACTBR OF PaTHSU O'LeJCKY.' 

■ > , , .... ^ ._ 

AT the time tbat.this very mai^ lary under tl^ ci^i^ure of 
the law, which in his o>yn country inade hini.^ubj^^t M^ 
transportation or death,. f|io]i^,xeligiou« di|»tinctiQf>s, and at 
the time that a prinqe of his own religjpn, {thr)Qajke|K^4 4^9 
cottutj-y with ap invasion, this respectable charac|f^ t9fak;,4iB 

* tkew were aM andHrstdod to baivebeen personal allunions to Hviii[i 
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^8 pen unsoKcited^ aod without a motive, but that of real 
^^triotism, to urge his own communion to a disposition of 
>^acey and to support the law which had sentenced him to 
i^nsportutiou. A man of learning, a philosopher, a Fran- 
ciscan, did the most eminent service to his country. He 
brought out a publication which would do honour to the 
tkiost celebrated oerae. llie whole kingdom must bear 
vvitaess of its effect by the reception which they gave it«-^ 
foor in every thing but genius and philosophy, he had no 
property at stake, uo family to fear for; but descending from 
the c;ontempJfttioii of wipdoin, and abandoning the ornaments 
of fiM^cy, be bumaiioly undertook the task of conveying duty 
and 'm$imc\M3^ tp the lowest, classes of the people. If I did 
not kaow bim^ to be a Chi»stifKi clergyman, 1 should suppo^ 
him by hie works to be a phiiosopber of the Augustan age 
of literature. 



Allusion to the Volunteers and the subse 
GtuENT Degeneracy of Ireland. 

' .1 ' • * 

THERE was a time when the vault of liberty could 
hardly contain the flight of your pinion—Some of you went 
fordi like a giant rejoicing in his strength^ but now yoli 
stand like elves at the door of your own Pandemoniinii. 
The armed youth of die country, like a thousand streams^ 
thundered froin a thousand hills and filled the plain with tht' 
congregated waters in whose mirror was seen for a moment' 
the watery image of the British constitution. Tho wateiS' 
8ub8ide«*«*tlie torrents cease-**4he rill rip^s within its own 
bed^ and the boys and children of tlie vttlage paddle in die 
bro(A. 
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Character of Mr. Burke. 



ON the French subject^ speaking of aulhoiitj^ we cannot 
forget Mr. Burke. — Mr. Burke, the prodigy of nature and 
acquisition — be read every thing — he saw •every thing-— he 
foresaw every thing — his knowledge of history amounted to a 
power of foretelling ; and ^hen he |>erceived the wild work 
that was doing in France, that great political jdiysician intel- 
ligent of synaptomsi distinguished between the access of 
fever and the force of health ; and what other men conceived 
to be the vigour of her constitution, he knew to be no more 
than the paroxysm of her madness, and then, prophet like, 
he pronounced the destinies of France, and in his prophetic 
fury admonished nations. 



On Religious Discord. 



DO we not all know that ruin must be the consequence 
of a ^vision either in politics or religion ? Often have I 
wished, when reflecting on the foolish contests of religionists^ 
tliat the guardian angel of Britain might take them up from 
die Babel of their own disputes, convey them to some aerial 
eminence, aud shew them the evils attendant upon iheir dis- 
uniou. In my mind I have pictured the horrors presented to 
tlieir view-^the horrors of rapine, viar, and conquest! I 
have seen their enemies, the French, that is, all Europe 
advancing to their overthrow. — ^I have seen them bathed '*" 
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their own blood and their country one wide scene of desola- 
tion ! Then could I fancy the angel to say^ '^, These are the 
dreadful consequences that await your controversies. You 
die and your country falls, if you do not unite together — if 
you unite in one common cause, great as the struggle is, you 
shall live. On the one side, there is a brave defence crowned 
with victory — on the other, conquest and confiscation." 



On the Natural Desire of Man for Liberty. 

I HAVE heard it said the Catholics are not anxious about 
what we are now doing, and this is meant as an argument 
against our legislating in their behalf. Even allowing the truth 
of the assertion which I by no means admits to what does it go ? 
It goes to this, that you have so broken their spirits — that you 
have so debased their mind — that you, by your government, 
have reduc:ed them to so low and abject a state that they d 
not care even for liberty ! For liberty, Sir — and is this a 
subject matter of indifference — Liberty, which, like the 
Deity, is an essential spirit best known by its consequences— - 
liberty, which now animates you in your battlesHby sea and 
land and lifts you up proudly superior to your enemies-— 
liberty, that glorious spark and emanation of the Diviuity, 
which fired your ancestors and taught them to feel like an 
Hampden that it was not life, but the condition of living ! — 
An Irishman sympathises in these noble sentiments — wher- 
ever he goes—to whatever quarter of the earth he journeys — 
whatever wind blows his poor garments, let him but have the 
pride, the glor^, th^ ostentation of liberty. 
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Allusion to Mr. Fox, 

IRELAND weeps over his grave — she laments that loss 
that is to her irreparable — his glow of heart — the sublime 
simplicity of his unaflFected eloquence — the negligent grandeur 
of his genius. 



Another allusion to Mr. Fox. 

TH£ authority of Mr. Fox has been alluded to — a great 
authority and a great man ; his name excites tenderness aod 
wonder; to do justice to that immortal persou^ you mustoot 
iipoiit your view to his country — ^his genius was not confined 
to Eng)and-T-it acted three hiutdred siiles off in breakkig tin 
cim»» pf Irelaiid-^it was &^e» three thouf atnd miles off ia 
communicating freedom to the Americans^*-^]t was visible, I 
know not how far off, in ameliorating the coiiditioD of the 
Indian — it was discernible on the coast ef Africa in accon- 
plisUug tlp^e aJboIition of the Slave Trade. You are to met' 
sure the magnitude of his mind l^ parallels of latitude^ His 
heart was as soft as that ef a woman-^liis intellect was 
adamant. 



On the Conduct qf Buonapart£. 

IF a prince takes Venice we. are ijadigDa^t; bq/t if b 
seizes on a great part of Europe, stands covered with the 
blood of millions and the spoils of half mankind, our indig- 
nation ceases ; vice becomes gigantic, conquers the under- 
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st«indiQg^ and mankind begin by wonder and conclude by 
worship. The character of Buonaparte is admirably calcu-^ 
lated^ for effect — he invests himself with much theatrical 
grandeur ; he is a great actor in the tragedy of his own '^ 
government ; the fire of his genius precipitates on universal 
empire, certain to destroy his neighbours or himself; better 
formed to acquire than to keep empire, he is an hero and a 
calamity formed to punish France and to perplex Europe. 
###*#* Buonaparte it seems is to reconcile 
every thing by the gift of a free constitution. He took pos*- 
session of Holland, he did not give her a free constitution- 
he took possession of Spain, he did not give her a free con^ 
stitution — be took possession of Switzerland whose inde*- 
pendence he guaranteed; he did not give her a free coiistitu^ 
tion — he took possession of Italy, he did not give her d free 
constitution — he took possession of France, he did not give 
her a free constitution ; on the contrary, he destroyed the 
directorial constitution, he destroyed the consular constitu- 
tion, and he destroyed the late constitution formed on the 
plan of Errglaiid. But ik>w, be is, with the assistance of the 
Jacobin, to give her liberty ! that is, the man who can bear 
BO freedom, unites to form at conytitution with a body who 
can bear no govenmient. 



Vindication of Lord Charlemont. 

IN the list qf injured characters I beg leave to say a few 
words for the good and gracious Earl of Charlemoni ^ afi 
atlack, not only on hi» measures but on his representativiQ, 
makes his vindication seasofiSible ; forlned to unite aristocraoy 
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and the people — with the manners of a court and the prin- 
ciples of a patriot — with the flame of liberty and the love of 
order unassailable to the approaches of power, of profit, or 
of titles, he annexed to the love of freedom a veneration for 
order, and cast on the crowd that followed him the gracious 
shade of his o\ui accomplishiuenis, so that the very rabble 
grew civilized as it approached his person ; for years did he 
preside over a great army without fee or reward, and he 
helped to accomplish a great revolution without a drop of 
blood. Let slaves utter their slander and bark at glory which 
is conferred by the people — his name will stand, and when 
their clay shall be gathere<l to the dirt to which they belong, 
his monument, whether in marble or in the hearts of his 
countrymen, shall be consulted as a subject of sorrow and a 
source of virtue. 



Characteristics of the Irish People. 

I STATE these things because these facts have been 
called clamour — i state these facts in opposition to slander as 
the defence of my country — to restore from calumny the 
character of her constitution, and to rescue from oblivion the 
decaying evidences of her glory. I think I know my country 
— I think I have a right to know her — she has her weak- 
nesses — were she perfect, one would admire her more but 
love her less. The gentlemen of Ireland act on sudden im- 
pulse, but that impulse is the result of a warm heart, a strong 
head, and great personal determination ; the errors incidental 
to such a principle of action, must be their errors ; but then 
the virtues belonging to that principle must be their virtues 
^o.— Such errors may give a pretence to their enemies, but 
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such virtaes afford salvation to their country. The minister 
should therefore say what I say to my country- — I who am 
DO better than one of yourselves but far superior to your 
tyrant — who probably partake of your defects, and shall be 
satisfied if I have any portion either of your spirit or of your 
fire — *^ Come^ come to this heart with all your infirmities 
and all your religion/' 



Description of the Means by which the Irish 

Union was carried. 

" YOU have set up a little king of your own," said a 
principal servant of the crown, speaking to the House of 
Commons and talking of his prince with the vulgar famili- 
arity with which one slave would salute his fellow — '* half a 
million or more< was expended some years ago to break an 
opposition, the same or a greater sum may be necessary 
now." — The House heard him — I heard him — he said it, 
standing on his legs, to an astonished House and an indig- 
nant nation, and he said so in the most extensive sense of 
bribery and corruption! The threat was proceeded on — the 
peerage was sold — the caitiffs of corruption were every 
where, in the lobby, in the street, on the steps, and at the 
door of every parliamentary leader whose thresholds were 
worn by the members of the then administration, offering 
titles to some^ amnesty to others, and corruption to all. 



Character of Mr. Majlone. 

Mr. ma lone, one of the characters of 53, was a man 
of the finest intellect that any country ever produced. '* The 
three ablest men I ever heard were Mr. Pitt (the father( 
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Mr. Murray and Mr. Malone. For a popular aiseiiiblj I 
would choose Mr. Pitt— -for a privy council, Murray-4oi 
twelve wise men, Malone." This was the opinion which 
Lord Sackville, the secretary of 5S, gave of Mr. Malone to 
a gentleman from whom I heard it. *' He is a great sea io 
a calm/' said Mr. Gerard Hamilton, another great judge of 
men and talents. — '' Aye," it was replied, *^ but had you 
seen him when he was young, you would have said he was a 
great sea in a storm," and like the sea, whether in calm or 
storm, he was a great production of nature. 

Sketch of Mr. Flood. 

MR. FLOOD, my rival, as the pamphlet calls him — and 
I should be unworthy the character of his rival, if even in bis 
grave I did not do him justice. He had hjs faults — but he 
had great powers — great public effect — he persuaded the 
old-^he inspired the young ; the Castle vanished before 
him — on a small subject he was miserable — put into his 
hand a distaff, and like Hercules, he made sad work of it; 
l)ut give him the thunderbolt and he had the arm of a Jupiter; 
be misjudged when he transferred himself to the .English 
parliament : he forgot that he was a tree of the forest too 
old and too great to be transplanted at fifty, and his seat ia 
the British parliament is a caution to the friends of union to 
stay at home and make the country of their birth the seat of 
their action. 



Panegyric ON the Irish Constitution of 1782. 

WELL, the minister has destroyed this constitution^— to 
destroy is easy ; the edifices of the mind, like the fabrics of 
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miirbk^ require an age to build^but ask onljf nitnutes topr^^ 
ci{)itcite, atict as the fall k of no time, so neither is it the eiiisct 
6f my strength-^a comtnon iaboarer and a pick-axe — a littk 
hmtrjer, a little pander, and a wicked minister. The constitu- 
tion, which, with more or less violence, has been the inherit 
lante of this eoimtrj for six hundred years — that modus 
fefiendi parliamentum whieh lasted and outlasted of Plantar 
genet the wars-^of Tudor the violencc-^-^Mid of Stuart the 
^^stematic fal^ood — the coqdition of oor connexion — 
yes, the constitution he destroys, is one oi the pillars of the 
British empire^^he may walk round it and round it, and the 
more he contemplates, the more he must admire it — such a 
oiie as had cost England of money a million, and of blood a 
deluge — <;heaply and nobly expended — deear in its violation 
— dear in its recovery — whose restoration had cost Ireland 
her noblest efforts and was the habitation of her loyalty — we 
are accustomed to see the kings of these countries in the 
keepmg o{ parliament — I say of her loyalty as well as of her 
liberty-'-^wherc she had hung up the sword of the volunteer — 
h^r temple of fame as well as of freedom, where she had 
seated herself) as she vainly thought, in modest security and 
a long repose. 
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Situation of Irish Representatives in an 
English Parliament. 

I WILLjiot say that one hundred Irish gentlemen will act 
ill where any man would act well ; but never was there a 
situation in which they had so much temptation to act ill and 
so iittle to act wdH-^^great expense and consequent distresses 

no i^heek^^tbey wiU be in situation a sort of genthmen of 
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the empire — that is to say, gentlemen at lai^ e, unowned by 
one country and unelected by the other — suspended betweea 
both — false to both and belonging to neither. The sagacioufl 
Enghsh secretary of state has foretold this. *^ What ad- 
vantage," says he, ** will it be to the talents of Ireland, this 
opportunity in the British empire thus opened ?" — ^lliat is 
what we dread — the market of St. Stephen's opened to the 
individual, and the talents of the country, like its property, 
dragged from the kingdom of Ireland to be sold in London; 
these men from their situation — man is the child of situation 
— their native honour may struggle — but from their situation 
they will be adventurers of the most expensive kind — adven- 
turers with pretensions — dressed and sold, as it were, in the 
shroud and grave clothes of the Irish parliament, and playing 
for hire their tricks lipon her tomb, the only repository the 
minister will allow to an Irish constitution — the images of 
degradation, the representatives of nothing. Come, he has 
done much — he has destroyed one constitution — he has cor- 
rupted another, and this corrupted constitution lie calls a 
parental parliament. I congratulate the country on the Dew 
baptism of what was once called the representative body of 
the nation — instead of the plain august language of the con- 
stitution, we are here saluted with the novel and barbaric 
phraseology of empire. With this change of name we per- 
ceive a transfer of obligation converting the duty of the dele- 
gate into the duty of the constituent, and the inheritance of 
the people into the inheritance of their trustees. 



Way in which the History of Irel/ind ought 

to be considered. 

THE history of Ireland a century ago has been appealed 
to as furnishing strong arguments in opposition to my 
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motion. What is that history ? Why, generally, it is the tale 
of an unhappy province, ill governed and cruelly mis- 
managed. The historian is in the case of Ireland, generally 
speaking, very bad authority. He wrote to gratify power. 
His own private advantage absorbed all his thoughts, and bis 
contemplation only dwelt On that which might be turned to 
his own account or that of his patrons. But if you wish to 
state the case of Ireland fairly, do not fly back to barbarous 
times and long exploded principles — state her conduct since 
she became a nation — take it for instance, during the last 
forty years ; do not go back to senseless acts when the op- 
pressions of England made Ireland retaliate — do not say, on 
this spot such a crime was committed, here such a town was 
burned, here so many Englishmen were murdered, here such, 
a chieftain raised his merciless and despotic sway — but come 
closer to our own times and say, here did Englishmen and 
Irishmen fight in one cause — here such a Catholic regiment 
maintained its ground and nobly fought in defence of that 
constitution from the benefits of which its brethren are 
excluded — ^bere it undauntedly braved the dangers of the 
battle in the laurels of which it was not allowed to par- 
ticipate. 



Character of Lord Chatham. 

THE secretary stood alone. Modem degeneracy had not 
reached him. Original and unaccommodating, the features 
of his character had the hardihood of antiquity: His august 
mind over-awed majesty, and one of his sovereigns thought- 
royalty so impaired in his presence, that he conspired to 
remove him, in order to be relieved from his superiority. No 
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State chicanery, no narrow system of vicious politics, no idle 
contest for ministerial victories, sunk him to the. vulgar level 
of the great : but overbearing^ persuasive, and impractica- 
ble, his object was England, his ambition was faitie. With* 
out dividing, he destroyed party; without corrupting, he 
made a venal age unanimous. France sunk beneath him. 
With one hand he smote the house of Bourbon, and wielded 
in thfe other the democracy of England. The sight of hi« 
mind was infinite ; and bis schemes were to affect, not Eog^ 
land, not the present age only, but Europe and posterity.— 
Wonderful were the means by which these schenaes were ac^ 
complished ; always seasonable, always adequate, the sug^ 
gestions of an understanding animated by ardour, smd 
enlightened by prophecy. 

The ordinary feelings which make life amiable and indo* 
lent were unknown to him. No domestic diflUculties, no 
domestic weakness reached him ; but aloof from the sordid 
occurrences of life, and unsullied by its intercourse, he came 
occasionally into our system, to counsel and to decide. 

A character so exalted, so strenuous, so various, so aatfao- 
ntative, astonished a corrupt age, and the treasury trembled 
at the name of Pitt through all her classes of venality. CoT' 
ruption imagined, indeed, that she had found defects in this 
statesman, and talked 'much of the,„inconsistency of his glory, 
and much of the ruin 6f his victories ; but the history of his 
country and the calamities of the enemy, answered and 
refuted her. 

Nor were his political abilities his only talents : his elo- 
quence was an sera in the senate, peculiar and spontaneous, 
familiariy expressing gigantic sentiments and instinctive Wi9^ 
dom ; not like the torrent of Demosthenes, or the splendid 
conflagration of TnIFy ; it resembled sometimes the thunder, 
and sometimes the mnsic of the spheres. Like Murray, be 
did not conduct the understanding through the paiufu) sul^ 
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tilty of argumentation ; nor was he likeTownsbend, for ever 
on the rack of exertion ; but rather lightened upon the sub- 
ject, and readied the point by the fla8hing9 of the miDd^ 
which, like those of his eye, werd felt, but could not be 
followed. 

Upon the whole, there was in this man something that 
could create, subvert, or reform ; an understanding, a spirit, 
and an eloquence, to summon mankind tct society, or to break 
the bonds of slavery asunder, and to rule the wilderness of 
free miuds with unbounded authority ; something that could 
establish or overwhelm empire, and strike a blow in the 
world that should resound through the universe. 



Peroration to his Speech on the Union. 

BUT if this n^onster of political innovation is to prore 
more than the chimera of a mad minister rioting in political 
iniquity — away, with the Castle at your head, to the grave of 
a Charlemont, the father of the Irish volunteers, and rioting 
over that sacred dust, exult in your completed task and enjoy 
all its consequent honours. Nor yet will the memory of 
those who opposed you wholly die away — tb& gratitude of 
the future men of Ireland will point to their tombs and say 
to their children,. " here lie the bones of those honest men,, 
who, when a venal and corrupt parliament attacked that 
constituticm which they fought for and acquired, exerted 
every nerve. to maintain, to defend, and to secure it.^'-^This^ 
is an honoar which the king caimot confer upon his shves-^ 
it ia aa honour which the crown never gave tke king.. 
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Invective against Mr. Corry, in Reply to bis 

Aspersions. 



MY guilt or innocence have little to do with the quesdon 
here. — I ro8€^ with the rising fortunes of m j country — I am 
willing to die with her expiring liberties. To the voice of 
the people I will bow, but never shall I submit to the 
calumnies of an individual hired to betray them and slander 
me. The indisposition of my body has left me perhaps do 
means but that of lying down with fallen Ireland and record- 
ing upon her tomb my dying testimony against the flagitious 
corruption that has murdered her independence. The right 
honourable gentleman has said that this was not my place- 
that instead of having a voice in the councils of my country, 
I should now stand a culprit at her bar — at the bar of a 
court of criminal judicature to answer for my treasons. The 
Irish people have not so read my history — but let that pass 
— fit I am what he has said I am, the people ace not therefore 
to forfeit their constitution. In point of argument^ therefore, 
the attack is bad — in point of taste or feeling, if he bad 
either^ it is worse — in point of fact it is false, utterly and ab- 
solutely false — as rancorous a falsehood as the most malig- 
nant motives could suggest to the prompt sympathy of 
a shameless and a venal defence. The right honourable 
gentleman has suggested examples which I should have 
shunned, and examples which I should have followed. I 
shall never follow his, and I have ever avoided it. I .shall 
never.be ambitious to purchase public sconi by private 
infamy — ^th^ lighter characters of the model have as little 
chance of weanmg me from the habits of a life spenl^ if not 
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exbausted, inthe cause of my native land, Am I to renounce 
those habits now for erer, and at the beck of whom } I 
should rather say ofwhat — half n minister — half a uionkey — 
a 'prealice poiiticiaa, and a master coxcomb. He has told 
you that what he said of me here, he would say any where. 
I believe he would say thus of me in any place where he 
thought himself safe in saying it. — Nothing can limit his 
calumnies but his fears — in parliament he has calumniated 
me to-night, in the king's courts he would calumniate me 
to-mormw, but had he said or dared to insinuate cuie half as 
much elsewhere, the indignant spirit of an honest man would 
have answered the vile and venal slanderer with — a blow. 



On the Necessity of Reform. 

AGAINST this inundation of evil we interposed reform 
— we were convinced of its necessity from the consideration 
of corruption at.bome ; we were confirmed in that conviction 
from the consideration of revolutions abroad-^we saw the 
regal power of France destroyed by debts, by expense, and 
by abuses — we saw the nobility interfere for these abuses, 
only to encumber the throne with their ruins and to add 
revolution of property to revolution of government — we saw 
in the American revolution that a people determined to be 
free cannot be enslaved ; that British government was not 
equal to the task even in the plenitude of empire, supported 
by the different governments of die provinces and by the sad 
apostacy of the hapless loyalist^ — that loyalist is a lesson to 
the rich uid great to stand by their country in all'sitoations } 
and that in a contest with a remote court, the first post of 
<>afety is to stand by the country, and the second post of 
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safety is to stand by the country, and the Aird post of safety 
is to stand by the country. In that American contest we 
saw that reform which had been born in England and 
bani^ed to America, advance like the shefrfierd lad in holy 
writ and overthrow Goliath. He returned riding on the 
wave of the Atlantic and his spirit moved on the waters of 
£«rope. The royal ship of France went down — the British 
tnan of war labours*— your vessel is affected — throw yoitr 
people over board, say your ministers and ballast with yoitr 
abttftes-r-throw your abuses over board, we said, and ballast 
with your people. 



On the same Subject. 

THE* minister's Devil went forth — he destroyed liberty 
iMnd property-— be consumed the press:^ — he burned honses 
and villages — be muirdered and he failed. 5^ Recall your 
murderer^ we said, and in bis place dispatch our messenger 
-— ^ry conciliation*-^you hate declared you wish the people 
to rebel, to wbidi we answer, God forbid !— Rather let theoi 
weary the royal ear with petitions, and let the Dove be again 
sent to the king— it aiay bring back the olive — And as to 
thee-^^tbon mad minisier! who pou« in regiment after regi- 
ment to dragoon the Irish because you have forfeited tiieir 
affections, we beseech, wesuppUcate, we admonish^ — recosh 
cile the people — combat revolution by reform^-^lel blood be 
your last experiowDt. Combat the spirit of democra^^y bj 
the s{»rit of liberty-— the wild spirit of democratic liberty bj 
thatqgiikated spirit of organized liberty such as may befouod 
in a limited monarchy with a free parliament. Bui how 
aecooaif lish that but by leformiiig the present parKameot, 



805 

' and contracted formation in both countries, 
excludes popular reprettentation, that is, excludes self- 
legislation, that is, excludes liberty, and whose fatal com- 
pliances the resnit of that defective representation have 
caused or countenanced, or sanctioned, or suffered for a 
course of years a succession of measures which have col- 
lected upon us US such an accumulation of calamity ; and 
which have finally, at an immense espence, and through a sea 
of blood, stranded these kingdoms on a solitary shore, naked 
of empire, naked of liberty, and naked of innocence, to 
ponder on an abyss which has swallowed up one part of their 
fortubes and yawns for the remainder. 

However it may please the Almighty to dispose of princes 
or of parliaments, may the liberties of the people be 
immortal. 
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Richard Brinsley Sheridan was the 
third son of Tfiomas Sheridan, an actor, 
and a teacher of elocution. Literature seems to 
have been a sort of heir-loon in his family — 
his grandfather was the celebrated friend of 
Swift, his mother was the author of several 
successful plays and amusing romances, and 
his sister evinced, by various publications, no 
inconsiderable degree of the hereditary talent. 
Mv^heridan was bom in Dorset-street, 
Dublin, in the month of October 1751, and 
in due time commenced his education (which 
was finally completed at Harrow) at the 
school of his father^s friend, Mr. Samuel 
White, of Dublin. He and his brother were 
the first scholars of a master who afterwards 
became very eminent. Sheridan evinced 
no symptoms of his great abilities, at school 
-—•on the contrary, he was rather remarkable 
for his deficiencies, and to Doctor Parr has 
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been attributed the merit of first discovering 
the lion under its disguise. After having 
enrolled himself in the books of the Middle 
Temple, he married at the age of twenty, and 
wis compelled, by his necessities, to relin- 
quish' the prospective advantages of the law 
for those pursuits which afforded a more im- 
mediate remuneration. To the dr^tma he 
turned his attention ; and, " The Rivak/' 
« The School for Scandal," " The Critic,'' 
and " The Duenna,'^ crowned him in the 
theatre with a wreath from the garland even 
of Congreve. This uncommon success na- 
turally introduced him to the great political 
characters of the day, and his election for the 
Borough of Stafford raised him to a partici* 
pation in the labours of their higher and Hbre 
extended theatre. Equally the master of 
the thunderbolt and lyre, the Opposition 
found in him an invaluable auxiUarj, and 
Mr. Fox, a friend whom no prosperity could 
tempt or no adversity terrify. Yet m his 
puWic life Mr. Sh^ripan could never be 
considered, in the servile sense of the wofd, 
a mere party noan— his co^nduct oel the mu- 
tiny at the Nore, and cm the Spanish in&w- 
rectioR, are incontravertifole proo£i of kis 
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independence. Though never for any length 
of time in power, yet at various periods he 
occupied an official station — in 1782, he was 
under Secretary to Mr. Fox — in 1783, he was 
Secretary to the Treasury, and in 1 807, Trea- 
surer to the Navy. In 1816, he left behind 
him in this world, the indisputable character 
of a wit, a poet, a patriot, and an orator. In 
the collection of the following specimens of 
his eloquence I have been as zealous as I 
could, but his characteristic carelessness has 
left less upon record than could have been 
expected, and I am afraid the reader must, 
with me^ be content to fancy the giant merely 
from his fragments. 
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Mr, Sheridan's Speech on declining to stand 
THE Poll for Westminster, on the Election 
immediately succeeding the Death of Mr. 
Fox. 



GENTLEMEN, Electors of Westminster — In addressing 
you upon this occasion, I am afraid that before I proceed ta 
the few observations which 1 feel it my duty to submit to 
you, I shall be obliged to commence with a request which I 
am almost ashamed to mak«— for your indulgence, if in con- 
sequence of a short but sharp indisposition, from which I 
am just recovering, my voice should not be strong enough to 
be clearly audible to the full extent of this large assembly. — 
Upon that subject which must fill all your minds — upoii the 
merits of that illustrious man, whose death has occasioned 
the present meeting, I shall, I can say but little. There 
must be some iuterval between the heavy blow that has been, 
struc^c, and the consideration of its effect, before any one (and 
how many are there of those) who have revered and loved 
Mr. Fox, as I have done, can speak of his death with the 
feeling but manly composure which becomes the dignified 
regret it ought to inspire. To you, howevi^r, gentlemen^ it 
cannot be necessary to describe hiip, for you must have 
known him well. To say any thing to you at this moment, 
in the first hours of your unburthened sorrows, must be un- 
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necessary and almost insulting. His image is still present 
before you — his virtue is in your hearts — his loss is yoor 
despair. 

I have seen in one of the morning paper»^ what are stated 
to have been the last words of this great man. — ^* I die 
happy." — Then, turning to the dearest objects of his affec- 
tion, " I pity you." But had another momeut been allowed 
him, and had the modesty of his great mind permitted it, 
well might he have expressed his compassion, not for his 
private friends only, but for the world — well might he have 
said, ** I pity you, I pity England, I pity Europe, I pity the 
human race." For to mankind at large, his death must bet 
source of regret, whose life was employed to promote their 
benefit. He died in the spirit of peace, struggling to extend 
it to the world. Tranquil in his own mind, he cherished to 
the last, with a parental solicitude, the condoling hope to 
give tranquillity to nations. Let us trust that that stroke of 
death which has borne him from us, may not have left peace, 
aud the dignified charities of human nature,- as it were, 
orphans upon the world. From this aflUcting consideratioB, 
I pass to one conoparativeiy insignificant, yet it is the ques- 
tion we are met this day to consider, namely, the preteusioBS 
of those who have the presumption to aspire to succeed 
him. An honourable friend has proposed me as a person 
worthy of that proud distinction. I cannot deny but that it 
is an object of ambition, unmixed, I think, with one mi- 
worthy motive, very near to my heart. I have received a 
friendly, though public, caution, that I may risk the confi- 
dence and attachment of my friends at Stafford by such a 
pursuit. I think my monitor, for his anxiety on that account, 
but he may rest assured that I know my constituents better. 
I have before declined an offer of support for this city, upon 
a general election. My gratitude and devotion to my Anencb 
at Stafford bind me to seek no other. I have been six times 
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chocen by thfap, which is a , propf, at least, that when once 
elected, I am not quarrelsome with my constituents. To 
attend to their wishes must of course be an object of my 
pecsuliar solicitude, and to continue to represent them, the 
fuToiirile pursuit of my ambition^ even more, perhaps, than 
that of the representation of Westminster. But it is not 
inconsistent with that sentiment, nor can it be offensive to the 
feelings of my constituents, that I should have offered myself 
to your notice upon this occasion. For my constituents 
inu8% feel, that it is one thing to be the representative of 
Westminster and another to be the successor of Mr. Fox. — 
That, I own, I cannot but consider as an object of the 
highest importance, of which, if I were not ambitious, I 
must be insensible. Upon the present awful occasion, with 
such feelings as I know are clinging to your minds, hoping 
at most to palliate a loss irreparable«*^yet searching with af- 
fectionate diligence how best to do so, to have been the 
object of your deliberate selection, would, I feel, have been 
to me an inspiring motive beyond all ordinary encourage- 
ment, lu have shewn myself not unworthy of the proud pre- 
ference you had bestowed upon «ie. I fear not but that my 
friends at Stafford would have fully entered into this feeling 
and not have considered my elevation by you as a desertion 
of tliem. 

Having thus avowed my ambition, or my presumption, as 
some have been heard to call^ it, I have now to speak of my 
pretences. Egotism is always offensive, and I am happy that 
my learned friend has left me little or nothing to say on this 
head. He has stated, and I avow and adopt his statement, 
that my claim to your favour rests on the fact, that I have, 
step by step, followed Mr. Fox through the whole course of 
bis political career, and to the best of my poor abilities, 
supported Inm in every one of those measures, and in die 
maintenance of every one of ^ose principles nvhich originally 
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recommended bim to, and so long continued him in you 
confidence and esteem. It is true, there have been occasions 
upon which I have differed with him, painful recollection of 
the most painful moments of my political life. Nor were 
there wanting those who endeavoured to represent those dif- 
ferences as a departure from the homage which his superior 
mind, though unclaimed by him, were entitled to, and the 
allegiance of friendship which our hearts all swore to him; 
but never was the genuine and confiding texture of his sool 
more manifest than on such occasions ; he knew that nothing 
on earth could separate or detach me from him ; and he 
resented insinuations against the sincerity and integrity of 8 
friend, which he would not have noticed had they been 
pointed against himself. With such a man to have battled 
in the cause of genuine liberty— ^with such a man to ha?e 
struggled against the inroads of oppression and corruptioo— 
with such an example before me to have to boast that Tnever 
in my life gave one vote in parliament, that was not on the 
side of freedom, is the congratulation that attends the 
retrospect of my pubUc life. His friendship was the pride 
and honour of my days. I never, for one moment, regretted 
to share with him the difficulties, the calumnies, and some^ 
times even the dangers that attended an honourable course. 
And now reviewing my past political life, were the option ' 
possible, I should retread the path. I solemnly and deli- 
berately declare that I would prefer to pursue the same 
course — to bear up under the same pressure — to abide by 
the same principles — and remain by his side, an exile from 
power, distinction, and emolument, rather than be, at this 
moment, a splendid example of successful servility, or pros- 
perous apostacy — though clothed with powers, honours, 
and titles, and gorged with sinecures and wealth obtained 
from the plunder of the people. — Grateful as I am for the 
manner in which you are pleased to receive my s^itknenta 
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and to espouse my cause, 1 think it must have been obvious 
that I have in my mind an eager desire that contest and dis- 
sension should be avoided on the occasion of the present 
vacancy. How is this to be effected but by one of the can- 
didates retiring ? A man's pride may be piqued without his 
mind being induced to swerve from the cause, in which he 
ought to persevere. — Illiberal warnings have been held out-^ 
most unauthoritatively I know — 'that by persevering in the 
present contest 1 may risk my official situation; and if I 
retire I am aware that minds as coarse and illiberal, may 
assign the dread of that as my mo^ve. To such insinuations 
I shall scorn to make any other reply than a reference to the 
whole of my past political life. I consider it as no boast to 
say, that any one who has struggled through such a portion 
of life as I have, without acquiring an office, is not likely to 
abandon his principles to retain one when acquired. To be 
at all capable of acting upon principle, it is necessary that a 
man shall be independent, and to independence, the next 
best thing to tl^at of being very rich, is to have been used to 
be very poor. — Independence, however, is not allied to 
wealthy to birth, to rank, to power, to titles or to honours. 
Independence is in the mind of a man, or it is no where. On 
this ground, were I to decline the contest, I should scorn 
the imputation that should bring the purity of my purpose 
into doubt. No minister can expect to find in me a servile 
vassal. No minister can expect from me an abandonment 
of any principle I have avowed, or any pledge I ha^e ^iven. 
I know not diat I have hitherto shrunk in place from opi- 
nions that I have maintained in opposition. Did there 
appear a minister of different cast from any I know existing, 
" — were he to attempt to exact from nie a different conduct/ 
my office should be at his service to-mofrow. — Such a mi- 
nister might strip ine of a situation, in some respect of con- 
siderable emoiunient — but he could not strip me of the proud 
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conviction that I was right— he could not strip me of my 
own 8e]f'>e8teeni-*-Jie could not strip me, I think, of some 
portion of the confidence and good opinion of the peofk* 
But I am noticing the calunmiouf threat 1 have alluded to 
more than it deserves* 

There can be no peril, I venture to assert^ under the pre- 
sent government, in the free exercise of a discretion, sucb as 
belongs to the present question ; I therefore dieclaim the 
merit of putting any thing to hazard. 

If I nave missed the opportunity of obtaining all the sup- 
port, I might, perhaps, have had on* the present occasioB, 
from a very scrupulous delicacy, which I think became asd 
was incumbent upon me, but whidi I by no uieans conceive 
to have been a fit rule for others, I cannot repent it. Wbik 
the slightest aspiration of breath remained on those lips, ss 
often the channel of eloquence and virtue — while one drop 
of life's blood beat in that noble heart, which is now ns 
more, I would not suffer any friend of mine, in anticipation 
of the melancholy event to institute a canvas. I could not^ 
I ought not to have acted otherwise than as I have done. 

Now, gentlemen, I come, with a very embarrassed feel- 
ing, to that declaration which I yet think yon must have ex* 
pected from me, but which I make with reluctance, because, 
from the marked approbation I have experienced from you, 
I fear with reluctance, you wiU receive it. I feel mysi^ 
under the necessity of retiring from this contest. — I beseech 
you, resumed the right honourable gentleman, to hear me 
with patience, and in that temper with which I address you. 
There is in true frienddiip this advantage. The inferior mind 
looks to the presiding intellect as its guide and landmark 
while living, and to the engraven memory of its principles, 
as a rule of conduct after his death. Yet further, still un- 
mized with icUe superstition, there may be gained a salutary 
lesson from contemplating vrfaat would be grateful to the 
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mind of ifae d^ptrfeed, were he consciBtts of what is passing 
here. I soiemnly believe, that could «ucfa a consideration 
have entered into Mr. Fox's last moments, there is nothing 
his wasted spirits would so have deprecated, as a contest of 
the nature which I now disclaim and relinquish. 

It was never ascertained to me, until Monday last, that 
Lord Percy would certainly, be a candidate. My friends 
hesitated in the hope that it might be left to arbitration 
which candidate should withdraw. That hope has failed. I 
claim die privilege of nearest and dearest friendship, to set 
llie example of a sacrifice— ^comparatively hp w small to what 
it demands — nothing could ever have induced me to proceed 
to a .disputed poll on this occasion. The hour is not far 
distant, when an awful knell shall tell you that the unburied 
remains of your revered patriot are passing through the 
streets to that sepulchral home, where your kings — ^your 
heroes — your sages— -and your poets lie, and where they are 
to be honoured by the association of his noble remains ; — 
that hour when, however, the splendid gaudiness of public 
pageantry may be avoided, you — ^you — all of you, will be self 
marshalled in reverential sorrow, mute and reflecting on your 
mighty loss. — At that moment shall the disgusting contest 
of an election wrangle In'eak the solemnity of the scene i — 
Is it fitting that any man should overlook the crisis, and risk, 
the rude and monstrous contest ? la it fitting that I should 
be diat man i Allow me to hope, from the manner in which 
you have received the little I have said on this subject, that I 
need add no more. Yet still would my purpose be incom- 
plete, and my remonstrance inconsistent, if I did not, at the 
same time that 1 withdraw myself, urge you to take the 
measures most propitious to prevent the tranquillity we pro* 
pose from being destroyed by others. To me there seems 
no mode so obvious and decbive as adding your suffrages to 
the countNiance given to the noble Earl who has the support 
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of those ministers with whom your late ifllustrious represen- 
tative lived and died in the most perfect confidence and 
amity. I turn to him, rejoicing that I shall not be his anta- 
gonist — I turn to him, with respect, due to an early cha- 
racter of the highest promise — with the strong assurance of 
those qualities which engage affection and command respect 
—on these grounds I, for one, shall give him my cordial 

support. 

Gentlemen, I have now executed a difficult and a painful 
task — yet one duty more remains — not a painful but a grate- 
ful one — yet on^ more difficult, perhaps, than that which I 
have left— it is to endeavour to express to you those senti- 
ments of sincere and eager gratitude which your voluntary 
proffered support and your indulgent acceptance of what I 
have this day submitted to you, and which is indelibly im- 
printed on a heart not formed to be unthankful. As a public 
man, I feel that your approbation rewards my past efforts, 
and it shall be the animation of my future endeavours. 



Enumeration of the Abuses of Government. 

AS to the generd challenge of proving the abuse which 
subsists in our government, Mr. Sheridan said, he had no 
delight in it ; biU as be must reply— some then of the abuses 
of which he complained, and of which a reform of parliament 
was the only remedy, were, that peers of the other house 
sent members to the House of Commons by nomination ; — 
that the crown sent members into that house by nomination 
too; — that some members of that house sent in members by 
their own nomination also — all these things made a farce of 
an election for the places for which these gentlemen were 
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returned ; — that men were created peers without having been 
of the least service to the public in any action of their lives> 
but merely on account of their parliamentary influence — the 
present minister had. been the means of creating a hundred 
of them. He did not blame him, — the fault was in the 
system of government; — that corruption was the pivot on 
which the whole of our public government affairs turned; — 
that the collection of taxes was under the management of 
wealthy men in parliamentary interest, the consequence of 
which was, that the collection of them was neglected ; — that^ 
to make up the deficiency, excisemen must be added to the 
excise — this soured the temper of the people ; that neither 
in the church, the army, the navy, or any public office, was 
any appointment given, but what resulted of parliamentary 
influence ; and, consequently, corrupt majorities were at 
the will of the minister. He did not like to tell secrets of 
the prison house of the treasury ; but in the present instance 
he was called upon. In short, whether the eye was directed 
to the church; the law^ the army, or to parliament, it could 
only observe the seeds of inevitable decay and ruin in the 
British constitution. 



r 
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On the Selfishness of public Men. 

GOOD God, Sir, that he should have thought it prudent 
to have forced this contrast upon our attention ; that he 
should triumphantly remind us of, every thing that shame 
should have withheld, and caution would have buried in 
oblivion! Will those who stood forth with a parade of dis* 
ioWested patriotism; and vaunted of the sacrifices they had 
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made^ and tbe Bxpoted skuatiop they bad chosen, in order 
the better to oppose the friends of Brissot io Eltigland^wiil 
they thank the noble lord for reasindiag us how soon tbeie 
lofty professions dwindled into little jobbing pursuits {or 
followers and dependants^ as unfit to fill tbe offices procured 
for them, as the offices them^eif es were unfit to be created f 
Will tbe train of newly titled alarmists, of aupenaumeniry 
negociatorSi of pensioned paymasters, ageats aad comniis' 
saries, thank him for remaiking to us how profitable their 
panic has been to themselves, and bow expensive to tbeir 
country i What a contrast, indeed, do we exhibit r What! 
in such an hour as this, at a moment pregnaot with tbe 
national fate, whe% pressing as the exigency may be, the 
hard task of squeexing the money from the pockets of as 
impoverished people^ from the t<^, tbe drudgery of tbe 
shivering poor, must make the most practised collector's 
heart ache while he tears it from them. Can it be, that 
people of high rank, and professing high principles, that 
thejf or their famUiei should seek to thrive on the spoils of 
misevy, and fatten on the Hieals wrested from iadustrious 
poverty ? Can it be, that this should be tbe ease with As 
very persons who state the unprecedented peril of the country 
as the sole cause of their being found in the ministerial ranks .^ 
The constitution is in danger, reHgion is in danger, the very 
existence of the nation itself is endangered ; all personal and 
party considerations ought to vanish ; the war mu&t be sup- 
ported by every possible exertion, and by every possible sa- 
crifice ; the people must not murmur at their burdens, it is 
for then- salvation, their all is at stake. The tine is coane, 
isfhen all honest and disinterested men should rally ro«ind the 
thjFone as round a standard ; — fof what ?* ye honest and di^ 
intisrested men, to receive for your ovfn private etn^lMMfl^ 
a portioto of thoae very ta^s whidi they tbeipnaelvee wring 
fsoia die podf^eii on tbe pieleace of sming tlKtnt fison ^m 
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poverty and distress which you say the enemy would infliet, 
but which you take care no enemy shidl be able to aggravate* 
Oh ! shame ! shame ! is this a time for ^elfi h intrigues^ aad 
the little dirty traffic for lucre and emolument ? Does it suit 
the honour of a gentleman to ask at such a moment ? Does 
it become the honesty of a minister to grant ? Is it intended 
to confirm the pernicious doctrine so industriously propa- 
gated by many^ that all public men are impostors^ and that 
every politician has his price i Or even where there i& no 
principle in the bosom, why does not prudence hint to die 
mercenary and the vain to abstain a while at least, and wait 
the fitting of the times ? Improvident impatience ! Nay, 
even from those who seem to have no direct object of office 
or profit, what is the language which their actions speak f— <- 
The throne is in danger ! we will support the throne ; but let 
ds share the smiles of royalty \ the order of nobility is in 
danger ! I will fight for nobility^ says ik% viscount, but my 
zeal would be much greater if 1 werct made an eacl. Rouse 
all the marquis within moj, exclaims the earl, aad the peerage 
never turned forth a more undaunted champion in its cause 
than I shall prove. Stain my green riband bluey cries out the 
illustrious knight, and the fountain of honour will have a fast 
and faithful servant. What are die people to think of our 
sincerity f— What credU are diey to give to our professions ^ 
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On the Impiety op proclaiming Wak on Moral 

Pretences. 

LAYING aside all question of aggres«oo on the pajrt eC 
France^ or of necessity on our party to enter intoi the war — 
all thia done, it seems, to shew the house, that the siyatesa 
aow adopted by the govemmenl of that country i^^so abhofi* 
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rent to the feelings of hufnan nature ; so contrary to the 
instinctive love of harmony and of social order implanted io 
the heart of man ; so ruinous to external force^ as well as to 
internal peace^ prosperity, and happiness, that it cannot 
stand. This is the conclusion which the noble lord wishes 
to draw from all the facts and opinions that he has 6t- 
tailed. I close with him. I will admit his facts. I mIII 
admit that the system now prevalent in France is all that he 
has called it : and what ought to be our conclusion with 
respect to such a government? What, but what we ought to 
leave to the natural workings of the discords which it is cal- 
culated to engender, the task of its overthrow : that if it will 
not stand of itself, it is not necessary for us to attack it.— 
Without disputing any of his premises, for the present, I will 
grant the noble lord, not only his principle, but the founda- 
tion upon which he builds it. I agree with him, that it is 
contrary to the eternal and unalterable laws of nature, and 
to the decrees of the maker of man and of nations, that a 
government founded on, and maintained by injustice, rapinCj 
murder, and atheism, can have a fixed endurance, or a per- 
manent success; that they are self-sown, in its Own bosom, 
the seeds of its own inevitable dissolution. But if so, whence 
is our mission to beco^ie the destroying angel to guide and 
hasten the anger ofthe Deitj? — Who calls on us to offer 
with more than mortal arrogance, the alliance of a mortal 
arm to the Omnipotent ? or to snatch the uplifted thunder 
fVom his hand, and point our erring aim at the devoted fabric 
which his original will has fated to fall and crumble in that 
ruin, which it is not in the means of man to accelerate or 
prevent? I accede to him the piety of his principle ; let him 
accede to me the justice of my conclusion ; or let him attend 
to experience, if not to reason, and must he not' admit, that 
hitherto all the attempts of his apparently powerful, but cer- 
tainly ^ presumptuous crusade of vengeance, have appeared 



MR. SHlBRIDAN. 9,%S 

unfavoured by fortune and by Providence ; that they have 
hitherto had no other effect than to strengthen the powers — 
to whet the rapacity — to harden the heart — to inflame the 
fury, and to augment the crimes of that government, and that 
people, whom we have rashly sworn to subdue, to chastise, 
^^nd to reform. 



Invective against Mr. Hastings. 

HIS course was an eternal deviation from rectitude. He 
^either tyrannised or deceived ; and was by turns a Dionysius 
and a Scapin. As well might the writhing obliquity of the 
serpent be compared to the swift directness of the arrow, as 
the duplicity of Mr. Hastings's ambition to the simple stea- 
diness of genuine magnanimity. In his mind all was shuffling, 
ambiguous, dark, insidious, and little : nothing simple, no- 
thing unmixed : all affected plainness, and actual dissimula- 
tion; — a heterogeneous mass of contradictory qualities ; with 
nothing great but his crimes ; and even those contrasted by 
the littleness of his motives, which at once denoted both his 
baseness and his meanness, and marked him for a traitor and 
a trickster. Nay, in his stile and writing, there was the same 
mixture of vicious contrarieties ; — the most groveling ideas 
were conveyed in the most inflated language ; giving mock 
consequence to low cavils, and uttering quibbles in heroics; 
so that his compositions disgusted the mind's taste, as much 
as his actions excited the soul's abhorrence. Indeed this 
mixture of character seemed by some unaccountable, but 
inherent quality, to be appropriated, though in inferior 
degrees, to every thing that concerned his employers. He 
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remembered to have heard an hoooumble and learned gen- 
tleman (Mr. Dundas) remark, that there was somethmgb 
the first frame and constitution of the company, which ex- 
tended the sordid principles of their origin over all their suc- 
cessive operations ; connecting with their civil policy^ and 
even with their boldest achievements, the meanness oft 
pedlar, and the profligacy of pirates. Alike in the political 
and the military line could be observed auctioneering am- 
bassadors and trading generals ; — and thus we saw a revolu- 
tion brought about by affidavits; an army employed io 
executing an arrest ; a town t>esieged on a note of hand; i 
prince dethroned for the balance of an account. Thus it was 
they exhibited a government, which united the mock majesty 
of a bloody sceptre, and the littlfe traffic of a merchavit 
counting-house, wielding a truncheon with one band, aud 
picking a pocket with the other. 
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Sufferings of the Begums. 



BUT, as to the immediate case, the documents on the 
table would bear incontrovertible testimony that insurrec- 
tions had constantly taken place in Oude« To ascribe it to 
the Begums was wandering even beyond the improbabilities 
of fiction. It were not less absurd to aii|rm, that famioe 
would not have pinched, nor thirst have parched^ nor exter- 
mination have depopulated — but for the interference of theie 
old women. To use a strokig expression of Mr. Hastii^i 
on another occasion, " The good which those women did 
was certain — the ill was precarious." But Mr. Hastings 
had found it more suitable to his purposes to reverse the 
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proposition ; yet wanting a motive for his rapacity, he could 
find it only in fiction. The simple fact was, their treasure 
was their treason. But ^' they complained of the injustice." 
God of Heaven, had they not a right to complain ! After a 
solemn treaty violated : — plundered of all their property, and 
on the eve of the last extremity of wretchedness were they 
to be deprived of the last resource of impotent wretched- 
ness — complaint and lamentation ! Was it a crime that they 
should croud together in fluttering trepidation like a flock of 
resistless birds on seeing the felon kite, who, having darted 
at one devoted bird, and missed his aim, singled out a new 
object, and was springing on his prey with redoubled vigour 
in his wing, and keener vengeance in his eye. The fact with 
Mr. Hastings was precisely this: — Having failed in the case 
of Cheit Sing, he saw his fate ; he felt the necessity of pro- 
curing a sum of money sotnewhere, for he knew that to be 
the never-failing receipt to make his peace wish the directors 
at home. Such, Mr. Sheridan added, were the true sub- 
stantial motives of the horrid excesses perpetrated against the 
Begums ! — excesses, in every part of the description of 
which, he felt himself accompanied by the vigorous support 
of the most unanswerable evidence ; and upon this test would 
he place his whole cause. Let gentlemen lay their hands 
upon their hearts, and with truth issuing in all its purity from 
their lips, solemnly declare whether they were or were not 
convinced that the rea/ spring of the conduct of Mr. Hastings 
far from being a desire to crush a rebellion (an ideal, fabu- 
lous rebellion !) was a malignantly rapacious determination 
to seize, with lawless hands, upon the treasures of devoted, 
miserable, yet unoffending victims. 
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Appeal to the House of Commons on the 

Begum Charge. 



HE heard of factious and parties in that house, and knew 
they existed. There was scarcely a subject upon which ihey 
were not broken and divided into sects. The prerogative of 
the crown found its advocates among the representatives of 
the people. The privileges of the people found opponents 
even in the House of Commons itself. Habits, connexions, 
parties, all led to diversity of opinion. But when inhumanity 
presented itself to their observations, it found no division 
among them : they attacked it as their common enemy ; and, 
as if the character of this land was involved in their zeal kt 
its ruin, they left it not till it was completely overthrown.— 
It was not given to that house, to behold the objects of their 
compassion and benevolence in the present extensive consi* 
deration, as it was to the officers who relieved, and who so 
feelingly described the extatic emotions of gratitude in the 
instant of deliverance. They could not behold the workings 
of the heart, the quivering lips, the trickling tears, the loud 
apd yet treniulous joys of the millions whom their vote of 
this night would for ever save from the cruelty of corrupted 
power. But though they could not directly see the effect, 
was not the trUe enjoyment of their benevolence increased by 
the blessing being conferred unseen ? Would not the omnipo- 
tence of Britain be demonstrated to the wonder of nationSy 
by stretching its mighty arm across the deep, and saving by 
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its^a^ distant miliions from destruction i And would the 
blessings of the people thus saved, dissipate in empty air i 
No! if I may dare to use the figure, — we shall constitute 
Heaven itself our proxy, to receive for us the blessings of 
their pious gratitude, and the prayers of their thanksgiving. 
It is with confidence, therefore. Sir, that I move you on this 
chaise, " that Warren Hastings be impeached." 



Corruption the leading Principle of Mr. 

Hastings's Government. 

BUT the more close and minute investigation which it 
iv»s his duty to apply to the facts contained in the charge, 
J^sid completely altered his opinion ; and he scarcely har- 
boured even the slightest doubt of being able to satisfy the 
<^«>inmittee, that Mr. Hastings had all along governed his 
conduct by corruption, as gross and determined, as his op- 
I^«'«s«ion and injustice had proved severe and galling. In 
''^ "viewing his conduct, he bad found it to spring from a wild, 
^^^ centric, and irregular mind. He had been every thing by 
" 'tis and starts. — Now proud and lofty ; now mean and insi- 
*^ CDus ; now generous ; now just ; now artful ; now open ; — 
ftdfc^v deceitful/i; now decided ; — in pride, in passion, in every 
^^ing changeable, except in corruption. In corruption he 
"^«l proved uniform, systematic, and methodical; — his re* 
^^vige a tempest, a tornado, blackening, in gusts of pride> 
^e horizon of his dominion ; and carrying all before it. 
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Peroration to his Speech on moving an Im- 
peachment OF Mr. Hastings on a Charge of 
Corruption. 



BUT this justice, he hoped and trusted, would not be re- 
fused in a British parliament ; — they owed it to their om 
dignity, to the support of the resolutions into which they had 
already entered, to the honour of the country, the prosperity 
of the government, and the rights of humanity ! The present 
charge (he should beg leave to repeat) was not, perhaps, of 
that nature which came home most effectually to the feeliogs 
of men ; it could not excite those sensations of conimisert- 
tion or abhorrence which a ruined prince, a royal family re- 
duced to want and wretchedness, the desolation of kingdoms, 
or the sacrilegious -invasion of palaces, would certainly 
inspire ! In conclusion, (Mr. Sheridan observed,) that, 
although within this rank, but infinitely too fruitful wilder- 
ness of iniquities'—within this dismal and unhallowed laby- 
rinth — it was most natural to cast an eye of indignation and 
concern over the wide and towering forests of enormities- 
all rising m the dusky magnificence of guilt ; and to fix the 
dreadfully-excited attention upon the huge trunks of revenge, 
rapine, tyranny, and oppression; — ^yet it became not less ne- 
cessary to trace out the poisonous weeds, the baleful brush- 
^ wood, and all the little, creeping, deadly plants, which were, 
in quantity and extent, if possible, more noxious. The 
whole range of this far-spreading c^amity was sown in i^ 
hot-bed of corruption ; and had risen, by rapid and mature 
growth; into every species of illegal and atrocious violence! 
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Upon this ground, most solemnly should he conjure the 
committee to look to the malignant source of every rooted 
evil ; and not to continue satisfied with reprobating effects^ 
whilst the great cause enjoyed the power of escaping from 
mierited crimination, and the infliction of a just punishment. 



Ridicule of the Dog Tax Bill. 

NOW in regard to the bill itself, he never met with one 
more extraordinarily worded ; and the folly of it extended 
even to the title : for, whereas the title should have been 
" A tax bill," it was entitled, " A bill for the better pro- 
tection of the persons and property of his Majesty's subjects 
against the evil arising from the increase of dogs, by subject- 
ing the keeping or having such dogs to a duty." Hence, 
instead of supposing, as it generally had been supposed, that 
dogs were better than watchmen for the protection of pro- 
perty, people might be led to imagine that dogs were guilty 
of all the burglaries usually committed. In the preamble, 
also, there was the same species of phra^seology : for it 
begins — '' Whereas many dangers, accidents, and incon- 
veniences," which, to be sure, was a beautiful climax! '* had 
happened to the cattle, and other property of his Majesty's 
subjects." Now he had never before heard of any particu- 
lar accidents happening to property from the hydrophobia, 
except in the case of cattle. In the Adventurer, a periodical 
paper, published by the ingenious Dr. Hawkesworth, lie 
remembered, indeed, a sort of humorous account of a dog 
that bit a hog in the streets ; the hog bit a farmer, and the 
farmer bit a cow ; and, what was very extraordinary, each 
conveyed bis peculiar quality to the other : for the hog 
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barked like a dog, the farmer grunted like a hog, and the 
cow did the best to talk like the farmer. Now, he thought, 
there must have been something like this disposition in inani- 
mate things also, by the conduct of the honourable gentleman 
looking so carefully after property ; for, unless an instance 
had occurred of furniture's behaving in a disorderly manner, 
or a dumb waiter's barking in consequence of the hydro- 
phobia, he conceived such a phrase could not have beeo 
introduced. 



Counterbalance to our Successes in the 

French War. 

CONSIDER the price which has been paid for these 
successes. For these boasted successes, I will say, give me 
back the blood of Englishmen which has been shed in this 
fatal contest — give me back the 250 millions of debt which 
it has occasioned — give me back the honour of the country, 
which has been tarnished — give me back the credit of the 
country, which has been destroyed — give me back the so- 
lidity of the Bank of England, which has been overthrowo; 
the attachment of the people to their ancient constitution, 
which has been shaken by acts of oppression and tyrannical 
laws — give me back the kingdom of Ireland^ the conneiioo 
of which is endangered by a cruel and outrageous system of 
military coercion — give me back that pledge of eternal war 
which must be attended with inevitable ruin ! Put wbative 
have lost into the scale against what we hare gained, and 
say if the price exceeds the value of the object. 
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Character of Mr. Pitt out of Place. 



THE niinister takes no strong ground of defence : I won't 
say he dare not take it. There he sits to receive the attack 
of the new confederacy, who are not great in numbers, but 
in talents. The ex-minister is mounted on a kind of hill 
fort to fire down on the assailants, hut the garrison is all 
manned with deserters from the principles of the war ! I 
should like to support the present minister on fair ground ; 
but what is he ? a sort of outside passenger — or rather a 
man leading the horses round the corner, while reins, whip,, 
and all, are in the hands of the coachman on the box ! (looks 
at Mr. Pittas elevated seat, three or four benches above that 
of the Treasure/.) Why not have an union of the two mi- 
nistcirs, or, at least, some intelligible connexion ? When 
the ex-minister, quitted office, almost ail the subordinate 
ministers kept their places ! How was it that the whole 
family did not move together? Had be only one coverec? 
waggon to ctLvry friends and goods ? Or has he left directions 
behind him that they may know where to call ? I remember 
a fable of Aristophanes: it is translated from Greek into 
decent English. I mention this for the country-gentlemen. 
It is of a man who sat so long on a seat (about as long, per- 
haps^ as th« ex-minister did on the treasury-bench) that he 
grew to it. When Hercules pulled him off he left all the 
sitting part of the man behind him! The house can make 
the allusion. This is not a voble, manly kind of coalition 
between these gentlemen. Of that ex-minister I would just 
say/that no man admires his splendid talents more than I do. 
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If ever there was a man formed and fitted by nature to 
benefit his country, and to give it lustre, he is such a min. 
He has no low, httle, mean, petty vices. He has too muck 
good sense, taste, and talent to set his mind upon nbandsi 
stars, titles, and other appendages and idols of rank. He is 
of a nature not at all suited to be the creature or tool of anj 
court. (Mr. Pitt bowed repeatedly.) But while I thus 
say of him no more than I thmk his character and great 
talents deserve, I must tell him how grossly he has misap- 
plied them in the politics of this country ; I must tell him 
again how he has augmented our national debt, and of the 
lives he lost in this war. I must tell him he has dotie more 
against the privileges of the people, mcreased more the 
power of the crown, and injured more the constitution of 
his country than any minister I can mention. 



Application of an Anecdote of Garrick. 



IT may be said, that as the noble lord was so unfit for the 
military department, the naval was the proper place for him. 
Perhaps there were people who would adopt this whimsical 
reasoning. I remember a story told respecting Mr. Garrick, 
who was once applied to by an eccentric Scotchman, to in- 
troduce a production of his on the stage. This Scotchman 
was such a good-humoured fellow, diat he was called 
** honest Johnny M'Cree." Johnny nvrote four acts of a 
tragedy, which he shewed to Mr. Garrick, who dissuaded 
him from finishing it, telling him that his talent did not lie 
that way ; so Johnny abandoned the tragedy, and set about 
writing a comedy. When this was finished, he shewed it to 
Mr. Garrick, who found it to be still more exceptionable 
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than the tragedy^ and of course could not be persuaded to 
bring it forward on the stage. This surprised poor Johnnyy 
and be remonstrated. /^ Nay, now^ David (said Johnny ), 
did you not tell me that my talents did not lie in tragedy i" — 
** Yes (leplied Garrick), but I did not tell you that they lay 
in comedy." — ^' Then^ (exclaimed Johnny), gin they dinna 
lie there, where the de'il dittha lie, mon ? Unless the 
noble lord at the head of the admiralty has the same 
reasoning in his mind as Johnpy M^Cree, he cannot pos- 
sibly suppose that his incapacity for the direction of the 
war department, necessarily qualifies him for the presidenqy 
of the natal. Perhaps, if the noble lord be told that he has 
no talents for the latter, his lordship may exclaim with honest 
Johnny M'Cree, ** Gin they dinna lie there, where the de'il 
dittha lie, mon ?'' 



Character of Mr. Pitt after his Death. 

AS for me (said Mr. Sheridan), there were many who 
flattered him more than 1, and some who feared him more ; 
but there was no man who had a higher respect for his tran- 
scendant talents, his matchless eloquence, and the greatness 
of his soul ; and yet it has been often my fate to have op- 
posed his measures. I may have considered that there was 
somewhat too much of loftiness in his mind which could not 
bend to adiriee, or scarcely bear co-^operation. I might have 
considered, that as a statesman his measures were not 
adequate to the situation of the country in the present times, 
but I always thought his purpose and his hope was for the 
greatness and security of the empire. Let not his friends 
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then suppose they are dealing fairly with the house, in repre- 
senting that we seek a triumph over the memory of that 
illustrious man, when we now move the repeal of a measure, 
which he would himself have repealed if he had lived. A 
right' honourable gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce), who had 
many opportunities of knowing his intentions, has told you 
that he intended to repeal it if it failed hi getting men. It 
has failed. Let the failure of the measure be buried in his 
grave, and never remembered in his epitaph. 



Opinion on the Misgovernment of Ireland. 



THE fact is, that the tyranny practised upon the Irish has 
been throughout unremitting. There has been no change 
but in the manner of inflicting it. They have had nothing 
but variety in oppression extending to all ranks and de- 
grees of a certain description of the people. If you would 
know what this varied oppression consisted in, I refer you to 
the penal statutes you have repealed, and to some of those 
which still exist. There you will see the high and the low 
equally subjected to the lash of persecution ; and still some 
affect to be asstonished at the discontents of the Irish. But 
with all my reluctance to introduce any thing ludicrous upon 
so serious an occasion^ I cannot help referring to a httle 
story which those very astonished persons call to my mind. 
It was with respect to an Irish drummer, who was employed 
to inflict punishment upon a soldier. When the boy struck 
high, the poor soldier exclaimed : ^^ Lower, bless you," with 
which the boy complied. But soon after the soldier ex- 
claimed : ^* Higher, if you please.'' Beit again he called our, 
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" A little lower/' upon which the accommodatiDg boy 
addressed him — '^ Now, upon my conscience, I see you are 
a discontented man ; for, strike where I may, there's no 
pleasing you." Now 3^our complaint of the discontents of 
the Irish appears to me quite as rational, while you continue 
lo strike, only altering the place of attack. 



BRITISH Protection to India. 

SHOULD a stranger survey the land formerly Sujah 
Dowlah's, and seek the cause of its calamity — should he ask^^ 
what monstrous madness had ravaged thus, with wide-spread 
war — what desolating foreign foe — what disputed succession 
— what religious zeal — what fabled monster has stalked 
abroad, and with malice and oiol'tal enmity to man, has 
withered with the gripe of death every growth of nature and 
humanity — all the means of delight, and each original, 
simple, principle of bare existence i The answer will be, 
if any answer dare be given. No, alas ! not one of these 
things! no desolating foreign foe! — no disputed succession ! 
— no religious super-serviceable zeal ! This damp of death 
is the mere effusion of British amity ; we sink under the 
pressure of their support — we writhe under the gripe of their 
pestiferous alliance. 

Thus they suffered; in barren anguish and ineffectual b«- 
wailings. And, O audacious fallacy! says the defence of 
Mr. Hastings, What cause was there for any incidental ills, 
but their own resistance P 

The cause wad nature in the first born principles of man. 
It grew with bis growth ! it strengthened with his strength ! 
It taught him .to understand'; it enabled him to feel : for 
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where there is human fate, can there be a penury of human 
feeling? Where there is injury, will there not be resentment? 
Is not despair to be followed by courage ? The God of 
battles pervades and penetrates the inmost spirit of man, and 
rousing him to shake off the burthen that is grievous, and the 
yoke that is galling ; will reveal the law written in his heart, 
and the duties and privileges of his nature — the grand, uni- 
versal compact of man with man ! That power is delegated 
in trusts for the good of all who obey it; — that the rights of 
men must arm against man's oppression, for that indif- 
ference were treason to human state ; and patience, nothii^ 
less than blasphemy against the laws which govern 
world. 



Sufferings of the Nabob of Oui>e. 

THE letters of Middleton, however, were sufficient to 
prove the situation of the Nabob, when pressed to the mea- 
sure of resuming the Jaghires, in which he had been repre- 
sented as acting wholly from himself. He was there described 
as lost in sullen melancholy — with feelings agitated beyond 
eitpression, and with every mark of agonized sensibility. To 
such a degree was this apparent, that even Middleton was 
moved to interfere for a temporary respite, in which be 
might be more reconciled to the measure. — '* I am fully of 
opinion,^' said he, " that the despair of the Nabob must 
impel him to violence ; I know also that the violence must 
be fatal to himself; but yet 1 think, that with his present 
feelings he will disregard all consequences." Mr. Johnson 
also, the assistant-resident, wrote at the same time to Mr. 
Hastings, to aver to him that the n^easure was dangerous, 
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that it would require a total reform of the collectioo, which 
could not he made without a campaign ! This was British 
justice ! this was British humanity ! Mr. Hastings ensures 
to the allies of the company, in the strongest terms, their 
prosperity and his protection; the former he secures by 
sending an army to plunder them of their wealth and to de- 
solate their soil ! His protection is fraught with a similar 
security ; like that of a vulture to a lamb ; grappling in its 
vitals! thirsting for its blood! scaring off each petty kite 
that hoveirs round ; and then, with an insulting perversion of 
terms, calling sacrifice protection! — an object for which 
history seeks for any similarity in vain. The deep searching 
annals of Tacitus ; — the luminous philosophy of Gibbon ^ — 
all the records of man's transgressing, from original sin to 
the presenl; period, dwindle into comparative insignificance 
of enormity ; both in aggravation of vile principles, and 
6;[tent ofi|j|})eir consequential ruin ! The victims of this op- 
pression were confessedly destitute of all power to resist 
their oppressors ; but that debility, which, from other bosoms, 
would have claimed some compassion, with respect to the 
mode of sneering, here excited, but the ingenuityx>f torture ! 
Even when'every feeling of the Nabob was subdi^ed, nature 
made a liQgering, feeble stand within his bosom ; but even 
then that cold unfeeling spirit of magnanimity, with whom 
his doom was fixed, returned with double acrimony to its 
purpose, and compelled him to inflict on a parent that de- 
struction, of which he was himself reserved but to be the last 
victim ! 
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Filial Piety. 



THE counsel, in recommending attention to the public 
in preference to the private letters, Jkid remarked, in parth 
cular, that one letter should not be taken as evidence, 
because it was manifestly and abstractedly private, as it cod* 
tained in one part the anxieties of Mr. Middleton for the 
illness of his son. This was a singular argument indeed ; and 
the circumstance, in his mind, merited strict observation, 
though not in the view in which it was placed by the counsel. 
It went to shew that some at least of those conceined in 
these transactions, felt the force of those ties, %vhich their 
efforts were directed to tear asunder ; — that those who could 
ridicule the respective attachment of a mother and a son;— 
who would prohibit the reverence of the son to the mother 
who had given him life ; — who could deny to maternal debi- 
lity the protection which filial tenderness should afford ;— 
were y^t sensible of the straining of those chords by which 
they were connected^ — There was something connected with 
this transaction so wretchedly horrible, and so vilely loath- 
some, as to excite the most contemptible disgust. If it were 
not a part of his duty, it would be superfluous to speak of the 
sacredness of the ties which those aliens to feeling, — those 
apostates to humanity had thus divided. In such an assemblj 
as that which I have the honour of addressing., there is not 
an eye but must dart reproof at this conduct ; — not a heart 
but must anticipate its condemnation. "Filial Piuty! 
It is the primal bond of society — it is that instinctive prin- 
ciple, which, panting for its proper good, soothes, unbiddeB, 
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nse and sensibility of man ! — it now quivers on every 
; now beams from every eye ! — it is an emanation of 
ititude^ which softening under the sense of recollected 
9 eager to own the vast countless debt it ne'er^ alas ! 
fr, for so many Jong years of unceasing solicitudes, 
ible self-denialsy life-preserving cares ! — it is that part 
)ractice, where duty drops its awe ! — where reverence 
into love !-^it asks no aid of memory ! — it needs not 
iictions of reason ! — pre-existing, paramount over all, 
law, or human rule, few arguments can increase and 
n diminish it ! — it is the sacrament of our nature ! — 
f the duty, but the indulgence of man — it is his first 
rivilege — it is amongst his last most endearing de-^ 
-it causes the bosom to glow with reverberated 
it requites the visitations of nature, and returns the 
s that have been received ! — it fires. emotion into vital 
e — it renders habituated instinet into a master- 
s-sways all the sweetest energies of man — hangs over 
issitude of all that must pass away — aids the melan- 
irtues in their last sad tasks of life, to cheer the 
I of decrepitude and age — explores the thought — 
es the aching eye ! — and breathes sweet consolation 
the awful moment of dissolution ! 
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Apostrophe on detailing the Sufferings of the 

Nabob's Ministers. 



THERE, where the British flag was flying, they weie 
doomed to deeper dungeons, heavier chains, and severer pu- 
nishments; — there, where that flag was flying, which was 
wont to cheer the depressed, and to elate the subdued heart 
of misery, these venerable, but unfortunate men were fated 
to encounter something lower than perdition^ and soniething 
blacker than despair!^ It appeared from the evidence of 
Mr. Holt and others, that they were both cruelly flogged, 
though one was about seventy years of age, to extort a con- 
fession of the buried wealth of the Begums ! Being chai'ged 
with disafiection, they proclaimed their innocence. " Tell us 
where are the remaining treasures, (was the reply) — it is only 
treachery to your immediate sovereigns : — and you will then 
be fit associates for the representatives of British faith and 
British justice in India!" — " Oh! Faith, Oh Justice!" ex- 
claimed Mr. Sheridan, " I conjure you by your sacred 
names to depart for a moment from this place, though it be 
your peculiar residence ; nor hear your names profaned by 
such a sacrilegious combination, as that which I am now 
compelled to repeat ! — where all the fair forms of nature and 
art, truth and peace, policy and honour, shrunk back aghast 
from the deleterious shade ! — where all existences, nefarious 
and vile, had sway ; — where, amidst the black agents on one 
side, and Middleton with Impey on the other,the toughestbead, 
the most unfeeling heart ! the great figure of the piece, cba- 
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racteristic in his place^ stood aloof and independent from the 
punj profligacy in his train ! — but far from idle andinactive, 
— turning a malignant eye on all mischief that awaited him ! 
— the multiplied apparatus of temporising expedients^ and 
intimidating instruments ! now cringing on his prey, and 
fawning on his vengeance ! — now quickening the limpid pace 
of craft, and forcing every stand that retiring nature can make 
in the heart ! violating the attachments and the decorums of 
life ! sacrificing every emotion of tenderness and honour ! 
and flagitiously levelling all the distinctions of national cha- 
racteristics h with a long catalogue of crimes and aggravations, 
beyond the reach of thought, for human malignity to perpe* 
trate, or human vengeance to punish ! 



British Justice. 



BUT justice is not this halt and miserable object ! It is 
not the inefliective bauble of an Indian pagod ! — it is not the 
portentous phantom of despair ; — it is not like any fabled 
monster, formed in the eclipse of reason, and found in some 
unhallowed grove of superstitious darkness, and political dis- 
may ! No, my lords ! 

In the happy reverse of all these, I turn from this disgust- 
ing caricature to the real image ! — Justice I have now before 
me, august and pure ; the abstract idea of all that would be 
perfect in the spirits and the aspirings of men ! — where the 
n>ind rises, where the heart expands ; — where the coun- 
tenance is ever placid and benign ; — where her favourite 
attitude is to stoop to thq unfortunate — to hear their cry, and 
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to help them, — to rescue and relieve, — to succour and save : 
— majestic from its mercy ; venerable from its utility : — 
uplifted without pride, — firm \^thout obduracy : — benefi- 
cent in each preference : — lovely, though in her frown! 
On that justice I rely; deliberate and sure, abstracted 
from all party purpose and political speculations! not in 
words, but on facts ! — YoU;, my lords, u'ho hear me, I con- 
jure by those rights it is your best privilege to preserve ; by 
that fame it is your best pleasure to inherit; by all those 
feelings which refer to the first term in the series of exist- 
ence, the original compact of our nature — our controling 
rank in the creation. — This^ is the call on all, to administer 
to truth and equity, as they would satisfy the laws and satisfy 
themselves, with the most exalted bliss, possible, or conceiv- 
able for our nature. — The self-approving consciousness of 
virtue, when the condemnation we look for will be one of 
the most ample mercies accomplished for mankind since the 
creation of the world I 
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Peter Burrowes was born in Portarling- 
ton in the King's County, in Ireland, edu- 
cated in Trinity College, and finally called 
to the Irish bar where he now holds the rank 
of King^s counsel. His life has chiefly been 
employed in professional pursuits, and em- 
ployed equally to his own credit and the 
advantage of his clients. No man in any 
sphere of life holds an higher estimation for 
integrity and worth. His eloquence, always 
pure, often splendid, gains additional force 
from the simplicity of his mind and the irre- 
sistible sincerity of his manner. The first in 
order of the following speeches was pro- 
nounced by him upon the first prosecution 
carried on, by the Irish government, against 
the persons who were elected to prepare a 
petition to parliament on behalf of the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland. It was contended by 
the Attorney-general, that under the Con- 
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vention Act, passed in Ireland in 1793, every 
species of delegation for such a purpose was 
within the act, even though the object of such 
delegation was simply to prepare such a peti- 
tion, and that no other illegal act was commit- 
ted or even contemplated. The jury acquitted 
the traverser. However a second eflfort was 
made, and a second jury was found, who 
adopted the construction of the Court, and 
even refused to find a special verdict that the 
opinion of a Court of Error might be taken, 
though the traverser's counsel strongly urged 
the fairness of such a proceeding, and offered to 
consent to a finding of all the facts stated on 
behalf of the crown! As the Convention Act 
purports to be a declaratory law, and was treat- 
ed as such during the discussion, the people of 
England, as well as of Irelan^^are deeply 
interested in the subject. ]ra|||B||k£vident 
that by the aid of the act agaii^al^HHtuous 
petitions and the Convention Act vjtmPfcon- 
strued, the right of petitioning parliam^tis 
so manacled that no man can believe that the 
subjects of this realm can have a fair and free 
exercise of that invaluable privilege. Mr. 
BuRROWEs's argument on the subject seems 
to me a fine specimen of legal and constila 
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tional reasoning, and therefore I have deemed 
it worthy of greater permanency than the 
ephemeral publications of the day could give 
it. To this, in order that the variety of his 
great powers might be visible, I have added 
another entire speech upon a topic more ge- 
nerally interesting. Robinson's case contains 
all the romance of a fairy tale unfortunately 
combined with all the truth of history, for, 
he was convicted. The advocate's detail of 
his conduct is a model of descriptive elo- 
quence, calculated to excite the most power- 
ful emotions without appearing to outstep, for 
a moment, the mere simplicity of narration. 
His slight sketches of Serjeant Ball and Mr. 
Grattan are rather in a more elevated style, 
but quite admirable, and I believe they are 
quite as true as they are eloquent. 
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Speech of Mr. Burrowes on behalf of Edward 

Sheridan^ M. D. 



MY Lords^ and Gentlemen of the jury — It is no com- 
mon place exaggeration to assert, that the question upon 
which you are to decide is serious, and interesting in the 
extreme, and claims your utmost attention. His majesty's 
attorney-general more than insinuates that the peace of the 
country and the stability of its government depend upon 
your verdict. In this I agree with the attorney-general, and 
I add to the catalogue of things at hazard (what does not 
much appear to excite his sensibility) the invaluable right of 
petitioning. But I totally differ from his majesty's attorney- 
general as to the mode in which your verdict may affect these 
great concerns, for it is the firm conviction of my mind, that 
if you shall, in the person of Mr. Sheridan, attaint the 
Catholic body of Ireland of treasonable practices, all these 
great objects will be more than hazarded. I well know with 
what inferior weight of talents and influence, I make this 
contrasted assertion ; but I feel, I confidently feel, that this 
inferiority, great and formidable as it is, is more than coun- 
terbalanced by die weight of the cause I advocate. — Before 
I enter upon that cause I must, I will freely remark upon 
what occurred under every eye, and therefore under your 
owB^ while you were impannelling. I confess, gentlemen, I 
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was astooisbed to fiod that no Roman Cattiolic was safed 
to enter that box, when it is well known that liiej^aal, if 
not ^jLceed^ Protestant jurors upon other occanoos, aaii 
when the question relates to privileges of which they dak 
a pai^cipation, and you possess a monopoly. I was astooasbed 
to see twenty-two Protestant jurors, of the hig;he9t respecta- 
bility, set aside by the arbitrary veto of the crown, without 
any alleged insufficiency, upon the so/e iiemerit efsm^ki 
liberality. I was astonished to find a juror pressed into the 
box, who did not deny that he was a swore Orangeman; 
and another who was about to admit, until he was silea^, 
that he had pr«Judged the cause. Those occurrences, at tiie 
first aspect of them, filled me with unqualified despair. 1 
do not say that the crown lawyers have had any concern m 
this revolting process — but I will say, that tfaej ought to 
have interfered in counteracting a selection, which ha 
insulted some of the most loyal men in this citj, and most 
disparage any verdict which may be thus procured. Bat, 
gentlemen, upon a nearer view of the subject,. I relinquiflii 
the despair by vihich^I was actuated — 1 rest nij hopes opoR 
your own integrity, your deep interest in the weifiare of the 
country, and the very disgust which yourselves most feel at 
the manner and motive of you|^ array. — ^Yos did not presi 
forward into that jury-box — you did not seek the exclusioo 
— the total exclusion of any Roman Catholic ; — yod, no 
doubt> would anxiously desire an intermixture of some of 
those enlightened Roman Catholics, whom the attomej- 
general declared, he was certain he could convince, bat 
whom he has not ventured to address in that box. The 
painful responsibility cast upon you, is not of jour own 
seeking, and 1 persuade myself, you will, upon due reflection, 
feel more indisposed to those, who court and inflame your 
prejudices; and would involve you in an act of deep respon- 
sibility, without thai fair intermixture of opposite feeliDgs 
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and interest^ whicb^ by inviting discussion^ and balancing 
affections^ would promise a moderate and respected deci- 
sion^ than toward me, who openly attack these prejudices, 
and strive to arm your conscience against them. You know, 
as well as I do, that prejudice is a deadly enemy to fair in- 
vestigation — that it has neither eyes nor ears for justice — 
that it hears and sees every thing on one side only, that to 
refute it, is to exasperate it, and that when it predominates, 
accusation is received as evidence, and calunniy produces 
conviction. 

One claim I add to your justice, which you cannot, you 
will not refuse — Listen to the evidence and the arguments 
with patient attention, and read the indictment and the 
act of parliament upon which it is founded with the minutest 
care — they will not, 1 presume, be withlield from you. — 
Upon the law of the case, and the true construction of that 
act, I shall now proceed to comment : 

The act, my lords, is very shorty and nothing is more easy 
than to extract a just and perfect definition of the crime it 
declaresy and enacts to be a high misdemeanor ; that defini- 
tion is " representing the people or any portion of the people^ 
under pretence of petitioning for, or otherwise procuring an 
alteration of matters established by law in Church or Stated 
All persons who are in any way, or under any name deputed 
to, or who assume such a character, are guilty under this 
act: and persons in any way electing or appointing such 
assemblies^ namely, assemblies assumii^, or exercising a right 
to represent the people, are also guilty. The great question 
therefore will arise upon the true meaning of the term re- 
present in this statute — now I conceive that to represent any 
man, or body of men, both in common and legal parlance, 
means to fill his or their place, and to possess his or theii; 
power, to the exclusion of the body represented during the 
representation. The represeatative acts in his own name^ 
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and is invested with all the powers of the body represented; 
he differs from an attorney, or a ni»an deputed to do a parti- 
cular act in a defined way ; the latter is a mere instrument 
acting under orders, and in the name of his principal. Such 
b the meaning unquestionably of representatives of the 
people in parliament, and from this meaning spring their 
principal attributes and qualities : they possess the public 
rights of the people, and exercise them in their own name, 
without any obligation to obey or even to consult their con- 
stituents. In the same sense is representative used as con- 
tradistinguished from attorney in all legal relations — the 
personal representative, the real representative are persons 
having and exercising rights of their own in their own name. 
If this meaning be adopted, it is not difficult to understand 
why to represent the people, or any portion of them should bea 
crime at common law, and declared to be such. It is evident, 
that to give, or to assume such a right, would be to encroach 
upon the exclusive privileges of the House of Commons ; 
and no man can doubt, but that to assume the character or 
exercise the functions of any department in the state, legisla- 
tive, executive, or judicial, is, and always was an high mis- 
demeanor — but it never yet was conceived, that to depute a 
man, or a number of men, to perform a defined, precon- 
ceived, legal service, for, and in the name of the persons 
deputing, was an encroachment upon the rights of parlia- 
ment, and more particularly when that very service was to 
propose a petition to that very parliament. — ^That the legisla- 
ture uses the word represent^ in defining the crime, as I 
explain it, appears conclusively from this, that knowing that 
the House of Commons must fall under the definition, they 
expressly except it ; " Save and except the knights, citizens 
and burgesses elected to serve in the parliament thereof;" 
so that from the legal and constitutional meaning of the 
word, represent ; from the excepting the House of Commons 
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from the enactment^ and from the legislative avowal, that the 
evil to be guarded against was a pre-existing crime ; it most 
clearly follows that the appointment of deputies bona fidty 
to prepare a petition to parliament, and for no other pur- 
pose, cannot be within the act. I entreat those who assert 
the contrary, to inform fhe public, whether every act ofde- 
putation for the purpose of communicating with the parlia- 
ment, falls within the act, or where they draw the line ? — 
The attorney-general has not drawn any line — will he say, 
that to depute a few to prepare a petition, or materials for 
a petition, is <friminal : — will such a deputation become cri- 
minal, if they consume one, two, three, or how many days in 
executing their commission f Will it be criminal in the 
mercantile bodies of Dublin, Cork, Waterford, and Belfast, 
should, each appoint persons to confer upon the .general bu- 
siness of trade, and to prepare a petition to parliament upon 
the subject ? The attorney-general has not furnished any 
boundary or criterion, and if he succeeds in his construction 
of the law, no man can say, where the spoliation of a great 
popular right, (I am not ashamed to use the word, niuch as 
it has been abused,) will stop. 

But we are told that the magistrates are directed and em- 
powered by the. law to disperse the assembly declared and 
enacted to be illegal : and we are triumphantly asked, how 
can they ever act if false pretence or encroachment upon 
parliamentary privileges be the criterion of guilt ? How can 
they be supposed to know the false pretence or criminal 
pursuit ? I decline not this test of the meaning of the statute, 
and I answer that it is no great evil in the mind, at least of 
any man who is not a law officer, that great difficulty should 
obstruct the right of dispersing men who are acting peace- 
ably, and who furnish no pretext for such dispersion, but 
suspected guilt, and imaginary evil result. If they commit 
any seditious act, or menace the public peace, by riotous or 
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disorderly conduct, the magistrate may disperse them. It 
they are associated as usurpers iu the slightest degree of par- 
liamentary right, he may also disperse them. — In the latter 
case he must, and he ought to act at his peril ; and I hope I 
never shall live to see the day, when the tranquillity of tbe 
country shall be secured by more extended powers. But 
has the attorney-general illuminated the intellect of the ma* 
gistracy upon this subject? Has he defined for their prac- 
tical guide, what species of delegates they may disperse, and 
when they should abstain ? Are they warranted to attack 
the Quakers' meeting i Are they warranted to disperse the 
Presbyterian synod in Ulster? Are they warranted to 
violate the sanctuary of every deputed chamber of commerce 
in Ireland ? Can there be no conference upon subjects of 
common interest between persons widely separated, through 
the medium of agents or committee men (I dread not the 
phrase) without a previous licence from government? I 
know not how this may pass in Ireland — but how will this 
exposition of the common law be relished in England — for it 
is clearly, and is avowed to be, a common law question, 
applicable there as well as here— -the attorney^general has 
not explained this, which I wish he may do — I shall not con- 
sider it an interruption. What explanation the solicitor- 
general may give, whtn he shall have the last word, fearless 
of reply, I cannot anticipate, but certain I am, he cannot in 
his way of construing the act, ascertain the right and duty of 
magistrates, without placing the most precious of our re- 
served civil rights under their foot. 

Gentlemen of the jury, we are surfeited with visionary 
notions, and republican declamation. We have lost our 
relish for the old, I hope not obsolete, principles of liberty 
so cherished by onr ancestors. From the abuse of things of 
Ae highest worth, we begin to forget their value. This, 
^entkmen, is a most dangerous state, and a most permanent 
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evil. Every important invasion of right has been founded 
upon an abuse of that right, and has succeeded through the 
apathy created by such abuse. Let us' not fall into this 
vulgar error- — let us giye to the government, and the people, 
their legitimate rights, and not suffer either to transgress. — 
Few are the rights reserved to the people, or which can be 
reserved, under a stable constitution. The legislature must 
be sovereign. To ascribe to it actual omnipotence is non- 
sense and impiety, but to ascribe to it relative omnipotence 
is rational. No power can question or resist its acts, iwhile 
it exists, but consistent with this acknowledged supremacy 
are the reserved popular right of a free press, and an un- 
shackled right of petitioning. They are the great pedestals 
of our free and balanced constitution. — Impair either, and it 
totters. — Withdraw either, and it falls, and crushes the peo- 
ple and their liberties. Do I say that these privileges are 
incapable of abuse, and should not be controuled in their 
exercise by law ? No^ but I say that each should be exer- 
cised without previous restraint. Let every man publish at 
his peril — let no man dare exercise any previous controul 
over him — but if he publishes a public or private libel, let 
the law punish him. In the same way suffer nothing to 
impede the formation or presenting a petition ; but if under 
the pretext of petitioning, men should assemble and violate 
the law, vindicate the violated law — but do not do, as his 
majesty's government boasts to have done-^ suffer the of- 
fenders to escape, but attack the privilege which has been 
abused. Much has been said abut the act of Charles II. in 
England against tumultuous petitioning. — This act grew out 
of the licentiousness in the reign of Charles I. and in my opi- 
nion, was intended to be repealed by the Bill of Rights. Btit 
does it not implicitly recognize and recommend petitioning 
through delegates f Is not delegation the best remedy of 
tumultuous petitioning f and will it be said, that the people 
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shall neither petition in numbers or through delegates^ who 
may collect and communicate their wishes ? This cannot be 
said by any honest statesman. It is always useful to 
know even the transient sentiment of the people, though 
it may not always be wise to adopt it. But there are, and 
ever will be, statesmen, who wish to have it stopped ; who 
always claim popular approbation, but never will, if thej 
can avoid it, suffer their pretensions to be brought to any 
test. There never was a state empiric, who forced a bitter 
potion down the throats of the people, who did not say he 
did so^ to gratify their craving appetite. To guard against 
such mockery and insult is amongst the uses of the right of 
petitioning. In short, quifacitper aliiim, Jacit per se and 
conversly, every man being answerable for the acts .of others, 
authorised by him, may depute others to do legal acts ; so 
may many men appoint one or more deputies for defined 
legal purposes, so may many, having a common object, 
appoint deputies to confer with other deputies upon the same 
object — without this, many salutary pursuits might be abso- 
lutely frustrated, the concerns of agriculture — the concerns 
of trade — the concerns of charity — the concerns of religion 
might be sacrificed. Neither can the exercise of this right 
depend upon the number or variety of the persons deputing, 
or the persons deputed. Such circumstances might, possi- 
bly, in some imaginable cases, be an ingredient to be left to 
a jury, with other evidence to satisfy them, that the purpose 
avowed was a pretence, and that the real object was to repri' 
sent the people, or any portion of them, not to petition 
parliament, or to execute any defined preconceived object. 
But if dien should be elected, or assume to represent the 
people, or any portion of them, for general purposes, and if 
petitioning should be found by a jury to be a mer^s pretext, 
or if such usurpation of the exclusive right of the House of 
Commons, should, under any pretext, take place, then the 
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assembly so elected or usurping would be an illegal assembly 
from their very constitution, independent of any act, and 
^guilty of an high misdemeanour of a treasonable nature, and 
liable to heavy punishment. This is enough for security, and 
not too much for freedom. 

1 come now to another principal ingredient in the crime 
as defined in the act and the indictment, but which the 
attorney-general treats as mere form — £ mean the allegation, 
that the assembly, such as it was, was to be constituted 
under the pretence of petitioning parliament. He contends 
that pretence here means purpose ; and that the crime was 
complete, even though petitioning was the bona fide purpose, 
and the sole purpose. I cannot think, that any of you, gen- 
tlemen, unless influenced by his authority, can submit to his 
reasoning. If he be so confident in this opinion, why did he 
not use the words for the purpose y instead of under the pre- 
tence, in the indictment ? Why, my lords, did he not give 
us an opportunity of demurring to such an indictment, or 
seeking to arrest the judgment, with a right of going to the 
dernier resort, if >our lordships should decide against us ? If 
this argument be valid, such an indictment must be valid, for 
although it is good pleading to plead in the language of an 
act of parliament, it is equally good pleading to use equiva- 
lent language. Surely it cannot be intended to persuade 
you, gentlemen of the jury, to find the allegations of the in- 
dictment in one sense, and to pronounce the judgment of the 
law upon them, as if found in another sense, and, in this 
great question, to leave the traverseY without any appeal, 
though the common sense of all mankind should cry aloud 
in his favour. I say, gentlemen, if you do find him generally 
guilty, your verdict will be conclusi^, that he, and all with 
whom he was connected, acted under the pretence, obviously 
meaning the pretext or false pretence, of petitioning parlia- 
ment. If you believe it to be so, do not hesitate to condemn. 

s 
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But if you cannot infer it from the evidence, do not he»Ute 
to acquit : this will be equal justice. ^ . 

How has the attorney-general proved his exposition of tbe 
word pretence i He contends that pretence means claiia, 
true, or false. 1 admit that pretence is sometimes used ii 
this rare acceptation, and that Milton makes one of bis 
Devils (I do not recollect whether it be the chief Devil) uae 
the phrase ** just pretences/' but I assert that in this statute, 
it does not mean claim. — Claim imports some right asserted 
on one side and disputed on the other. Pretence^ in 
statute, obviously means the motive alleged to influence 
act, the object the person pretending says he is pursuiog, 
and when so used it invariably imports either a ** supprem 
veri, or a suggestio falsi ,'' either it holds out a motive or 
object of pursuit not at all in contemplation, or it conceili 
some jother motive or object, which solely or at least pm- 
cipally actuates the party. 

This is still more undeniably so when tbe language used 
is ''under pretence," and I think I might safely give upthi 
question, if the attorney-general shall produce a singk 
passage in any English Author, where such words areiued^ 
without importing either falsehood or disguise. I caoBOt 
gentlemen, avoid making this general remark* The legish- 
tore is about to define an high misdemeanor. It uses a word 
having, at least nineteen times out of twenty, a criminal meao- 
ing, but having rarely a neutral or innocent meaning, hit 
to be presumed, that when so used in defining a crime it^ 
to be taken in its rare and innocent sense, and not in its usuil 
and criminal sense ? I much fear, gentlemen^ if yon were to 
find the traverser guilty, the word pretence could not U 
construed upon the record in any other than a criminal irB- 
port, when punishment should b« applied to the crime. But 
my lords, the attorney-general has cited three statutes upon 
which he relies ; he refers you to S3 Hen. 8, in England, the 
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same as 15 Char. Ist, in Ireland. This is an acl to prevent 
the sale of '' pretensed rights or titles/' by persons not 
having possession^ and he cites Lord Coke to shew that in 
expounding that statute, it was not considered as material 
whether the right sold was a good or bad title. Lord Coke 
could not have otherwise decided without manifest absur<^ 
dity, but can the attoniey-general seriously contend that 
''pretensed title" in that statute, and pretence in the present 
have in their meaning any affinity to each other f Does he 
really think that the word pretence in the act under dis- 
cussion means claim, and that the legislature referred to per- 
sons who should assemble to assert their right or title to 
petition ? Was such a right ever disputed ; could it be pre- 
sumed it would ever be disputed? No; the legislatiu-e 
obviously meant to refer to persons, who holding out the 
false and ajBTected purpose of exercising an unquestionable 
and unquestioned right, should really and in fact assemble 
for other dangerous and disguised purposes. Such is the 
meaning, which every plain understanding must extract from 
this statute, and it would be a sad necessity, if a legal or 
judicial mind should be compelled to construe it in a sense 
far from its so obvious and manifest import. 

Neither do I feel any force from the epithet false, applied 
to pretence in the statute punishing the obtaining goods or 
money upon false pretences. Nothing is more common 
than to add by epithet, what is comprehended in the prin- 
cipal and substantive word. Wilful and malicious murder, 
wilful and corrupt perjury, are combinations in daily use, 
^d occur in every indictment upon the subject ; yet no man 
could doubt, but that murder and perjury would imply these 
epithets, when used without them either in statutes, or in any 
other writing, " expressio eorum qua taciti insunt nil 
operaturJ^ The statute of Cfa. II. against tumultuous peti- 
tioning appears to me to be as little illustrative of the attor- 

s 2 
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ney-geiierai's meaning as the others. It enacts^ '' that no 
person or persons shall repair to his majesty or both or 
either houses of parliament upon pretence of delivering any 
petition^ accompanied uith an excessive number." 

In the case here stated, the pretence from the very nature 
of the subject, must be false, for it is impossible to conceive 
the accompaniment of an excessive crowd necessary to the 
mere delivery of a petition. Therefore it is quitev reasonable, 
to infer a violation of the act from sudh accompaniment, but 
can the same reasoning apply to preparing a petition, pre- 
paring materials uf:»on the subject, discussing the subject, attd 
collecting the sentiments of those who are most interested upon 
it ? But, my lords and gentlemen of the jury, all this rea- 
soning is superfluous upon my part, the legislature, as if 
presaging, that in after times some effort might be made to 
curtail the privilege of petitioning, under the pretence of 
this statute, have shielded that noble privilege agaiost ail 
possible misrepresentation, for in the iinal section it i$ 
enacted, " provided that nothing herein shall be construed in 
any manner to prevent^or impede the undoubted right of bis 
majesty's subjects of this realm to petition his majesty, or 
both houses or either house of parliament, for redress of any 
public or private grievance.'' 

The attorney-general has founded an argument upon this 
proviso, being in the fourth and last section of the act, and 
not in the first section where the crime is defined. As I 
cannot comprehend this distinction, I shall not attempt to 
combat it, but I will appeal to the common sense or the pro* 
fessional sense of all who hear me, whether words could be 
devised more perfectly and comprehensively protecting a 
right from impairment or diminution: try it by this criterion; 
suppose it was agreed by every member of parliament to 
leave the right, and the exercise of the right of petitioning 
uncontrouled, and to provide a clause for the purpose^ ao^ 
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suppose this clause was proposed as sufficient for the pur- 
pose. Could the most jealous and suspecting advocate for 
popular rights reasonably object to it ? If he did^ would he 
not be considered as factious and unreasonable ? But attend 
to the words, '^ nothing in the act shall be construed in any 
DEGREE TO IMPEDE the Undoubted right to petition y' can 
it be said that deputation cannot afford any facility to the 
exercise of the right of petitioning ? On the contrary, it is 
not manifest that in many cases (and in none so strongly as 
in the present) that without the aid and instrumentality of 
agents or deputies or committees, I care not what name is 
used, while the purpose is innocent and laudable, this inva- 
luable privilege would lose more than half its value ? and is 
it not equally manifest, that to take away such facilities in 
the exercise and enjoyment of such a right, would be in some 
degree to impede it ? This appears to me to be too plain to 
need further enforcement or illustration. But suppose the 
statute obscure or doubtful, in such cases the history of the 
times and the evil to be remedied, are always looked upon as 
the best interpretation of the true meaning. 

What was the evil which, in 1793, induced the attorney- 
general, and the government of that day to introduce this 
bill ; in stati^it I am vindicating the memory of that attor- 
ney-genei^d^nd of that government^ from the misconstruction, 
and the misapplication of the act, by their successors of the 
present day. There, existed shortly previous to the euact^ 
ment of that law, a_body representing the whole province of 
Ulster in the illegal and dangerous sense which I have 
ascribed to the term. They sat at Dungannon, they acte(| 
and resolved in their own names as general representatives 
of that province. They abstained from no subject legislative 
or executive. They did not confine themselves, or pretend 
to confine themselves to any defined preconceived object. They 
did not pretend to seek, even a subsequent adoption or rati- 

s3 
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fication of the measures or resolutions they adopted. Their 
avowed purpose was to destroy or new models all or moat of 
the ancient and yenerable departments of the state and con- 
stitution. They would annihilate the boroughs^ purge the 
House of Lords of ecclesiastical intermixture^ extend the 
elective franchise to the whole rabble^ interfere with the ex- 
ecutive in the prerogative of making peace and war« and, in 
short, controuf and dictate upon every subject. In the name 
of God can any man say, there is any resemblance between 
an assembly such as I have described, and a Catholic com- 
mittee such as I acknowledge is now in existence, for the 
sole bonajide purpose of preparing a petition for the subse^ 
quent ratification and adoption of individuals of their body. 
If the truth of the alleged purpose be doubted, let that ques- 
tion be left to any jury, however selected for their prejudices, 
provided they be like you, men of sense and integrity. This 
representative body of Ulster had actually convoked a rejM'^- 
sentative body of the whole people of Ireland, to sit at 

. Atblone upon the exact principles of their own formation. 
It was against this portentous and unconstitutional assembly^ 
that the convention act was provided, and not against any 
Catholic committee either then in existence or meditated, as 
I shall hereafter more fully demonstrate. But I shall first 
lay before you the resolutions of the Ulster convention held 
at Dungannon, taken from a pamphlet published at the 
time by Mr. Joseph Pollock now chairman of the county of 
Down. He was himself a member of that convention, and 
his mind being awakened to a sense of the uticonstitutiooal 
nature, and dangerous tendency of that assembly^ he publicly 
and manfully warned the parliament^ and the nation against 
them : listen, I entreat you, to their resolutions^ they uere 
passed on the 15th of February, 1793, while parliament was 
sitting. 
'^ Resolved, Th^t it is the constitutional right of the 
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people^ and essential to the very being o/* their liberty^ to 
be FULLY and fairly represented in their own house of 
parliament. 

" That Me present state of the representation in the 
House of Commons is partial and inadequate^ subversive of 
the rights of thepeople, and an intolerable grievance. 

'^ That it appears to us^that several Lords spiritual and 
temporal, as well as Commons^ direct the return of more 
tbao lYfo HUNDRED members of the Irish House of 
Commons, being not one third of the representation of the 
people, 

'^ That it is the opinion of this meeting, that all boroughs 
should be disfranchised, and representation established on 
FAIR and rational principles, by extendmg the elective 
franchise equally to persons of every religious persuasion; 
1^ elections frequently repeated, and by a. distribution of re- 
presentatives, proportioned to the population and wealth of 
the country. 

" That deeming a complete parliamentary reform, essen- 
tial to the peace^ liberty, and happiness oj the people^ we do 
most solemnly pledge ourselves to each other, and to our 
country, that we will never abandon the pursuit of this im- 
portant subject; but zealously and steadily persevere, until 
2tfull and /iiiV representation of the people shall be unequi- 
vocally obtained. 

^' That a power be vested in a com^mittee, consisting of 
thirty persons, for the purpose of re-convoking this assembly 
(as occasion may arise) until the constituent body is pleased 
to return another represefit»ti«M» of the province. Anb that 
OB a recon>mendation by letter to William Sharman, Esq. 
at Moira^ signed by seven of the committee, he shall, by cir- 
cudar letter to the rest, procure the sense of a majorYty, and 
if the measure of a provincial meeting be by tbem approved 
of, he shall forthwith issue a summons in the name of the 
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committee for that purpose. (Here follow the names of the 
committee.) 

'' That the above named committee be authorized to com- 
municate with the other provinces of this kingdom^ at this 
important crisis^ and to consult proper means of calling a 
National Convention at a future day, should circumstances 
render such a meeting unavoidably necessary. 

" Resolved, That we behold with indignation an inten- 
tion of embodying a Militia in this kingdom, a measure 
which only has ministerial influence for its object, which we 
deem burdensome and totally unnecessary. 

" Resolved unanimously. That it is with infinite concern 
we behold this kingdom likely to be involved in the horrors 
and expences of ^ foreign war ; a war by which, as a nation, 
we can gain nothing ; but on the contrary, must expose our 
commerce to depredation, and our country to unprovoked 
hostility.'' 

That the meditated Athlone convention, and not the 
Roman Catholic committee, was the object, as well as the 
cause of this Act, will fully appear from the debates upon it. 
Mr. Wolfe, the attorney-general of the day, and Mr. Hobart, 
the chief secretary, the framers and introducers of the act,^ 
expressly disclaim any reference to the Catholic committee, 
or any intention to interfere with the right of deputation for 
any limited preconceived object ; and although the opposi- 
tion of the day did oppose it as touching upon the right of 
petitioning, it is much mpre reasonable to take the sense of 
the House from those with whom a vast majority agreed and 
voted, than from the jealous construction of a few opposi- 
tion members. [Here Mr. Burrowes was proceeding to 
read passages from the debates upon the Convention Act, 
when the Chief Justice observed, that &uch debates wer« 
not admissible evidence^ and therefore ought not to be 
stated.] 
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Mr. Burrowes proceeded — My iords, I submit to the 
opinion of the Court, and shall no further mention those 
debates ; but I shall refer you to contemporary evidence at 
once admissible, and to my understanding conclusive upon 
the subject. I mean the act of the ^3d of the King, the 
very act from which the attorney-general read the affecting 
detail of remaining Roman Catholic restrictions ; this act 
containing such liberal concessions to the Koman Catholic 
body was passed in the same sessions with the Convention 
Aet; and perhaps received the royal assent the very same 
day. It was the result of a petition framed by the Catholic 
committee — Roman catholic deputies, avowed members of 
that committee; negociated again and again with the Irish 
government, and with the English government, particularly 
with Mr. J^itt and Mr. Dundas upon the subject ; they were 
introduced to, and graciously received by, the King himself, 
about that period. It was then deemed wise and constitu- 
tional to hold intercourse with men who understood and 
could truly communicate the sentiments and feeling of their 
community. I shall read the recital of that act — ** Whereas 
various acts of parliament have been passed, imposing on 
his Majesty's subjects professing the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion, many restraints and disabilities, and from the peaceable 
and loyal demeanour of his Majesty's Popish or Roman 
Catholic subjects, it is fit that such restraints and disabilities 
be discontinued." Now I ask is not |his recital decisive 
evidence, that the legislature did not consider the Roman 
Catholic Convention, through whose mediation the very act 
passed, an illegal or unconstitutional assembly ? Or is it to 
be conceived, that they would pass an act with such a recital, 
and immediately after denounce the body through whose 
mediation it was obtained f Such a supposition would not 
be more derogatory to the character of the Roman Catholic, 
than to the truth and consistency of parliament. The attor- 
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nej-general cannot conceive any oae in delegation-^he says 
it would require onlj a capacity of writing a few lines, piaj- 
ing a repeal of the Test Acts, which any individual might 
perform, to bring the Catholic demands fully before parlia- 
ment, where no doubt, however introduced, they wouki 
receive a full apd candid discussion. My right honourable 
and learned friend is one of the worthiest and ablest mea 
living — but I will take the liberty of tellii^ him that be is iu 
a state of more than Boeotian darkneas as^ to eilber the his- 
tory or present state of his Roman Catholic bretbf^ — be 
would not otherwise speak as he has spoken, or act as he has 
acted. J will tell him, that something more thau the simpk 
process he recommends, is, was, and always will he, acces- 
sary to a discussion of the claims of a peopJe, seekk^ a 
restoration of privileges of which tbey have been deprived ; 
I will tell him that if the Roman Catholics of Ireland coo- 
fined themselves to the simple mode which he recommeods, 
they would not now be a people, or Ireland a NiaUon. I will 
give him a vevy summary review of the proceedings of the 
Roman Catholics^ m order that be oiay judge from eipe- 
rience whether delegated commiltees wet e serviceable. Fioia 
the Revolution to the accession of Geo. tl« the I^onaan Ca- 
tholics were mute, they did not address the crawa or the 
parliament for any amelioration of theiir state,, they metdj 
made faint efforts to resist each additional penal law. - Dur- 
ing that period they were in a condition more abject and 
and groveling (to borrow a phrase from a learned aad elo- 
quent friend of mine) than the beast that browzed upon the 
land which they cultivated by their labour. Their silence; 
their declining to address the crown or the parlianiieiat dufiug 
that period,, was frequently commented upon, aa indicating a 
dissatisfied and stubborn spirit. It was so coustKued by the 
Tories during the reign of Queen Anne, and by tho Whigs 
during the reign of Geo(g<e th$ First,, and furnisheid botU with 



.--f 



MR. BVRBQWB9. ^65 

a pretence, amoogst others, of adding largely to the penal 
code. Upon the accession of Geo. II. in 17^7, it was 
deemed adviseuble to break this silence, and silence this pre- 
tence^ and accordingly lord Delvin, and the principal of the 
Roman Catholic gentry presented a most loyal and duteous 
address from the Catholic body to the thed lords justices, 
to be presented to the throne. It never has been found an 
easy task for the oppressed to please his oppressor. To this 
loyal address no answer was given — no public notice was 
ever talfen of it — possibly it never reached the king's hand, 
and if it did, it might have touched his heart. But it did not 
pass wholly unnoticed and without eifect — Primate Boulter, 
in a letter to lord Carteret, professes much alarm at this first 
act of the Catholics as a community — he seems to consider 
it as a most portentous phenomenon ; and immediately after, 
in the very same year, by the 1 Geo. II. ch. 9. sec. 7. they 
were deprived of the elective franchise. The following year 
a bill was introduced to prevent Roman Catholics from 
acting as solicitors. Several individuals in Cork and is 
Dublin raised a subscription to defray the ex pence of op- 
posing this bill — an interdicted priest gave information of 
this foul conspiracy (as it was called) to bring in the Pope 
and Pretender. The transaction was referred to a committee 
of the House of Commons, who actually reported that 5L 
was collected, and resolved, that it appeared to them, that 
under the pretence of opposing heads of bills, sums of money 
had been collected, and a fund established by the Popish 
inhabitants of the kingdom, highly detrimental to the Pro- 
tesitant interest — and they resolved to address the lord lieu- 
tenant that he might issue hi^ proclamation to all magistrates, 
to put the laws againat Popery into execution. This I pre- 
sume is the precedent upon which the attorney-general has 
founded his advice to his Majesty's government to issue his 
pcQclamation to magistf ates to disperse Roman Catholics 
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who should aisemble as delegates for the purpose, or under 
th^ pretence, of petitioning. So far the Roman Catholic 
concerns proceeded without any committee or delegation— 
with what success, is too well known. In the year 1757} 
upon the appointment of the Duke of Bedford to the Vice- 
royalty of Ireland, the prospect of the Roman Catholic 
people began to brighten, and at the same period a com- 
mittee was formed to act for them, and from that hour to the 
present, they have at all times, when they approached par- 
liament or government for any relaxation or favour, acted 
through the intervention of persons delegated at different 
times in diffi^rent ways, and varying as to rank and numbers. 
These committee men, or delegates, openly acted for, and 
in the name of the Roman Catholic people, conferred with 
successive governments, were principally instrumental by their 
zeal, industry, and talents, in procuring every relaxation of 
the < penal code, and never until this day incurred the suspi- 
cion or displeasure of any government. In 1757, under the 
auspices of the Duke of Bedford, and with his concurrence, 
a most satisfactory public declaration of religious opinions, 
as far as they related to civil duties, calculated to dissipate 
the false notions at all times entertained upon the subject, 
was made and published by the whole Roman Catholic 
clergy of Ireland. Immediately after was the first Roman 
Catholic committee formed, with the entire approbation of 
the same viceroy, which assembled and met in the Globe 
Tavern, in Essex-street. Among the first committee-men, 
were some well known to literature, Doctor Curry, 
O'Connor the antiquarian, and Mr. Wyse, of Waterford. 
This committee was shortly after enlarged according to a 
plan of more extended delegation proposed by Mr. Wyse. 
In 1759, the Duke of Bedford delivered a message to par- 
liament from the king, desiring them to provide against in-' 
vasion. How the Romaii Catholic people felt, or would 
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act upon such an event, was* a matter of serious expectation 
to all. If there was any reason to doubt it, the liberal and 
enlightened policy of the Duke of Bedford removed all 
doubt; and upon the first alarm of the invasion of Conflans^ 
the Roman Catholic committee prepared a loyal and ani- 
mated address, which was submitted to their body at a public 
meeting in Dublin, and was signed by above three hundred 
merchants and others, and was then presented to John 
Ponsonby, the Speaker, by Messrs. Crump and M'Dermott, 
committee-men, to be transmitted by him to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant. A most gracious answer to this address was returned 
and published in the Gazette. The Speaker summoned the 
two delegates to the House of Commons, and at his 
instance the address was then read — Mr. M'Dermott, in 
the name of his body thanked the Speaker for his condescen- 
sion^ and the Speaker replied in flattering language. 

From the first formation of a Roman Catholic committee to 
this day, it was either continued, or was called into existence, 
whenever any subject of discussion arose between that body 
and government, or parliament. Every relaxation of the 
law which was obtained, is principally ascribable to their 
zeal, activity and perseverance. The attorney-general is 
well acquainted with the truth of the maxim, ^^ lex vigilan- 
tibusy non dormientibus, inservit ;" and he may rest assured, 
that the maxim is as true in politics as in law. The first ter- 
ritorial acquisition of the Roman Catholic, body was not 
very splendid. By the 11 and 12 George HI. they are 
enabled to take fifty acres of unprofitable bog for sixty-one 
years, with half an acre of arable land adjoining, provided 
that it should not be within one mile of a town, and that 
the lease should be void, if half the lands should not be re- 
claimed within twenty-one years. In 1777, they obtained, 
rhrough their conunittee, a most important concession, the 
right of taking leases for long terms for years, and of devising 
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their lands. — In 1782, their committee ag«in acted; the!r 
claims, their condition, and their conduct, were brought into 
public and full discussion. Several disabilities were removed, 
and they were placed on a footing of perfect equality with 
their Protestant brethren, in respect of the right of acquiring 
the disposing of lauds. From this concessioo, political equa- 
lity appears to me to follow as a certain corollary, however 
for a time it may be thwarted or postponed. In ] 79^, this 
modemly denounced committee were again in activity, aod 
the bar was thrown open to the Roman Catholic body, with 
however a most impolitic proviso, that no Roman Catholic 
should be appointed a King's Counsel ; that is, precautioo 
was taken, when they were invited and received into a pro* 
fession which above all others improves popular talents, and 
gains popular influence, that they should be in babitud, and 
as it were regimented opposition to the crowd, upon all 
questions of prerogative which might arise in our courts, 
and that even the king should not be empowered to entitle 
himself to the permanent service of any one of them, be \m 
talents ever so splendid, his learning ever so pre-euninent.— 
But when did pride or prejudice ever reason f In 1793, the 
Roman Catholic committee made their last successful effort. 
1 have forestalled much, indeed almost all, that I intended to 
say upon that committee and that period. It consisted of 
delegates from e^I the counties, and was somewhat more 
numerous and more fully attended tlian the former com- 
mittees) principally because it had been asserted, as it is stiU 
asserted, that the Roman Catholic people at large felt no 
interest in Roman Catholic emancipation. A foul and im- 
natural calumny upon the good sense and sensibility of an 
intelligent and feeling nation ! . 

I shall again refer you to that affecting catalogue of pri- 
vations, which the attorney-general read with such visible 
involanttry public sensation ; and I shall tell jou^ that that 
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clrtalogue details but a small portion of privileges from 
M'litch the Roman Catholic people are shut out. The orders 
of council to which they are left subject, have a most ex- 
tensive operation, and they are in 'effect deprived of the en- 
joyment of almost every privilege, given to freemen in 
corporate towns, in a kingdom where corporations abound^ 
and where those exclusive privileges are so vigilantly asserted. 
They are also subject to several important disabilities, not 
connected with the Test Acts. For instance, no Roman 
Catholic, though he should possess half, or the whole, bank 
of Ireland stock, can be a director of the bank of Ireland. 
These restrictions and exclusions meet the Roman Catholic 
in every quarter of Ireland, and affect his interest, and hurt 
his feelings, in a thousand ways not known to my right hon. 
friend. But suppose it otherwise : suppose the higher orders 
alone interested in the present Catholic question : suppose 
the higher orders alone labour under disabilities, can the 
attorney-general know so little of human nature, as not to 
feel that the lower CM'ders will make common cause with the 
higher orders of their sect, even in matters of mere pride and 
speculation ? In my opinion, if the only difference between 
the Protestant and the' Catholic were, that the latter should be 
probtbited from wearing lace upon their clothes, or having 
livery servants, this ridiculous and invidious distinction 
would be felt by the meanest peasant, and might at some 
ttuhicky crisis produce the most disastrous consequences. I 
therefore do assert, that no candid man, who understands the 
Catholic question, and the state and condition of the Catholic 
people, can think it a mere form to petition, or deny the 
utility of delegation, toward effecting the laudable purpose, 
and constitutional object of their pursuit. Suppose it Were 
true, that all restrictions might be removed by the repeal of 
the Test Act, and that such repeal might be effected by a 
single line, does it fallow, that no measure ought to be, or 
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can be legally adopted, to induce the government or parlia* 
nienit to enact that short and simple bill ? — Is it impossible 
that ignorance might exist, as to the variety and extent of the 
very restrictions, and misrepresentation or misunderstanding 
prevail, as to the grounds upon which they were imposed, 
and the probable consequences of their removal ? — Gentle- 
men of the jury, such things are not only possible, but 
certain ; and although Protestant liberality has made great 
advances in modern times, although rooted prejudices have 
been dislodged, although the Roman Catholic of this day has 
received, from the Protestant of this day, concessions cal- 
culated to obliterate, and which have almost obliterated all 
recollection of past animosities, all reflection of the ba^ 
barous and civil dissentions which disgraced our ancestors, 
and embittered their lives," although much has been dotife, 
much more remains to be done ; and until that shall be done, 
we cannot feel the confidence of an united people : the 
enemy will not feel the terror with which such a character 
will ever strike the invader.— Instead, therefore, of impeding 
the object of this delegated committee, it ought to be the 
anxious wish of every good Irishman, and every loyal sub- 
ject, to give it full success ; to wipe away at once, at this 
most interesting moment, all restrictions and distinctions; 
to invite our Roman Catholic brethren to a full participation 
of every civil right, and to bind him by interest, gratitude, 
and affection, to unite with his heart and hand in defending 
our common rights, our common country,' and our commoo 
constitution. 

In dismissing this subject, so barren in evidence, and so 
pregnant in observation, I had nearly forgotten an important 
topic. I really think, that if the Convention Act were se- 
riously and liberally construed, that the admitted object of 
Catholic pursuit would^ in itself, exclude them from the 
operation of the law, and that they ought not to be considered 
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or treated as men seeking an alteration of '^ matters established 
by law in church and state." Recollect, Gentlemen, that the; 
are not seeking to innovate or destroy, — they seek not to pull 
down the common constitution of our common ancestors, they 
seek not to annihilate any, even the lowest department of the 
state; they only require to be received and treated as joint 
proprietors and co-heirs of our noble constitution — they 
seek to widen its basis, and add new pillars and supporters 
to the edifice of liberty and law. In doing this^ let it not be 
mistaken, that they look to any transfer of power, or any 
direct or immediate investiture with any privilege. No^ 
gentlemen, they merely seek capacity, and leSve the Aght of 
conferring it where it pre-existed. They seek to unshackle 
the prerogative of the crown — they seek to give the electors 
a wider range of choice — they seek to vindicate the best 
principles of every free constitution— the connection between 
property and power. In every well constituted state, pro- 
perty and power are connected in all its departments ; to 
separate them is to sow the seeds of disease and agitation.' — 
They gravitate toward each other with as fixed a law as 
prevails in the physical world, and tranquillity cannot exist 
under their forced and unnatural separation. They must — 
they will finally unitie. Either property will clothe itself 
with power, or power will seize upon property. In a pure 
despotism, there is but one proprietor. So that in fact, the 
Roman Catholics are seeking not only the grace, but the 
shield of property — not only what would ornament, but 
what would secure their acquisitions. Can it be just, can it be 
wise, at any time, or in any country, to disfranchise property 
and rank of their legitimate and constitutional fruits ? Can it 
be wise or politic to permit the great bulk of a nation to 
accumulate property without bounds^ and to acquire lands 
and interests in lands without limit, and to close the avenues 
to all the great honours and distinction of the state against 
them? Ambition is a passion natural to man, and if great 
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proprietors and their descendants be sbut out froiu all legiti- 
mate gratification of that in-eradicable appetite, they will 
be tempted to courses and pursuits equally dangerous to the 
community and themselves. In a country so mis- organized; 
if ever there should arise a strife between the lower and the 
higher orders ; if ever republican phrensy should agitate the 
country, talent and wealth will be driven into the ranks of 
folly and disorder, to discipline and lead them. These ob- 
servations, at all times true, apply with augmented force 
since the Union, and from a consideration of the grand strife, 
in which these united islands are engaged, it must be the fifst 
wish of every honest subject, to render that union universally 
effectual, to the purpose of uniting every heart and hand 
against the common enemy. — -Such was the avowed object 
of the statesman who proposed that measure, of which Ca- 
tholic emancipation was intended to be a part. — It is the 
anxious wish of those who opposed it, and of none more 
than me, that that object should be accomplished. Perhaps 
they would not consider the merger of national independence^ 
as too great a prize for. so inestimable an attainment. Bat 
while the Roman Catholics are excluded from a participi- 
tion of the offices and honours and power of the state, can 
there be any thing like national amalgamation ? Can the 
Roman Catholics of Ireland be taught to feel ? Is it possi- 
ble, in fact, that they will feel, that there is a fair legislative 
union between the nations ? But will they not be effectually 
told by every man who wishes to inflame them — will not < 
their own feelings tell them, that Ireland is more than ever 
provincial ? Will not exclusive Protestant legislation be feh 
by them as the disfranchisement of Ireland ? On the cod- 
trary, by giving full effect to the pursuit for which Mr. 
Sheridan is sought to be convicted, we render the nations 
really, and not nominally united. We enable the crown to 
animate the zeal, and reward the exertions of his Roman 
Catholic subjects in every department. We take from the 
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^niy a formidable reinforcement of irritation and disaffec- 
1^ and we interest and unite all the property^ talent and 
ling of tbc nation in defence of the common cause. I 
iild appeal to my right honourable friend himself^ whether 
It I state be not founded in truth and nature. He has 
led an ample fortune and an high reputation. He has 
dren to inherit his acquisitions^ and who are^ no doubt, 
ilous to tread in his paths. Would he be satisfied to 
"e them his property bereft of the privileges properly in- 
mt to itP Would he feel at ease, if all incentives to 
timate ambition were extinguished, and their feelings were 
Qsed to dangerous ambition ? I think he would not. 1 
1 know that his rooted loyalty and strong reason would 
tect him from treason and even sedition, but he would 
3 under restraints that robbed his acquisitions of more 
3 half their value ; and he would lament that he had not 
cted his great talents, and planted his family in some 
sr soil. 

^e attorney-general has entered largely into a defence, 
3ed a panegyric of his Majesty's government in Ireland 
their proclamation against (I will say it, though he does 
admit it) the Roman Catholic people of Ireland, and of 
, avowedly, state prosecution. I applaud his manly 
w^l, that he advised those state acts, though I cannot but 
ent the gross indiscretion of such advice, from whatever 
rter it n)ight originate. His own statement, in my opi- 
3, condemns both the justice and policy of the measure. 

has stated that ^ series of seditious and inflammatory 
Is too gross for the seditious press of this city, (to \ise his 
1 language,) were daily and publicly uttered in a com- 
tee with whom he has not so much as attempted to con- 
t the present Roman Catholic committee by any evidence. 

expatiated upon the patience and temper of the Irish 
ernment, in calmly witnessing and submitting to such 
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outrages, and waiting for the voluntary death and dissolution 
of that assembly. He has more than insinuated, that that 
assembly was bottomed in treason^ and has exerted himself 
much, to alarm your fears and excite your prejudices by the 
picture he has drawn of their conduct and designs. Gentle- 
men, is it possible to hear this without at once seeing its 
irrelevancy and unfairness ? Is the present committee to be 
condemned and punished for their mere existence, because 
there was another committee, in which individuals were in- 
temperate and seditious? He ought not to be listened to, 
while stating such enormities, which, if they existed, should 
have called forth, and must have called forth the vigour of 
the law. But to suppose his statement perfectly true and 
unexaggerated, what is the reasonable inference ? Not that 
a subsequent committee, of which the Fingalls, the South- 
wells, the Barnwells, the Bellews, and the Byrnes, the Ca- 
tholic prelates, and the Catholic peers ; those individuals and 
classes of the Roman Catholic body, in whom every previous 
Irish government placed unbiassed confidence, composed a 
part, should be denounced and dispersed, independent of 
any act, or the expression of any sentiment ; but that the go- 
vernment which should suffer such outrage to go unpunished 
(if any there were), and should attempt to punish where no 
offence has been committed, or is likely to be committed, are 
themselves objects of the justest condemnation. But there 
is a further, and more alarming inference — one in which 
Catholic and Protestant Irishmen and Englishmen are 
equally interested. It is that government is not persecuting 
the crime, but hunting down the prraTege-^that they have no 
desire to punish any offender, be he ever so atrocious, but 
cannot endure that the privilege of petitioning should assume 
such a shape, as that the sentiment of the whole people 
should be unquestionably pronounced. '' If this he their 
object, (as it unquestionably is) they have acted with judg- 
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ment ; they have acted with candour. They have attacked 
the privilege in its strongest hold : they have attacked it 
where it is most defensible. They have hazarded defeat ; 
but if they obtain a victory, the privilege is for ever van- 
quished. The precedent of this day will be pleaded against 
every species of delegation, and when the concentrated force 
is routed, it will be easy to disperse, misrepresent, and put 
down individual petitions. I look to you, gentlemen of the 
jury, for protection against such consequences. The Irish 
government, instead of claiming credit for their conduct, 
should, in my opinion, say (sinners as they are :) ^^ We have 
left undone those things which we ought to have done, and 
we have done those things which we ought not to have 
done." Their conduct resembles the conduct of an in- 
toxicated bravo, who being too much oppressed by liquor to 
resent real or imaginary injuries or insults, as soon as he be- 
comes semi-sober and semi-vigilant, should rush forth into 
the high-way, and knock down every man he meets- — peer, 
prelate, or peasant. 

I fear, my lords, I have commifted an unwarrantable 
trespass upon the public time. In doing so, I have but fol- 
lowed the example of my honourable and learned friend, who 
has said so much upon general subjects, and so little upon 
the case of the traverser, whose gigantic statement is so dis* 
proportioned to the pigmy proofs that followed it. I fear I 
have even exceeded him in prolixity, which you will rathei 
ascribe to his superior powers of condensation, than to any 
desire upon my part to dwell unnecessarily upon any topic. 
— In truth, when I turn my attention to the facts in evi- 
dence, my astonishment is increased, that Doctor Sheridan 
was ever brought to trial. . Shut out from your minds the 
aspersions which have been cast upon other men. Disengage 
your loyal feefmgs from that appeal which has been so art- 
fully addressed to them : Do the traverser the justice of not 
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presuming that he must have b^d designs^ because he is a 
Roman Catholic, and of not ascribing to him every seditious 
act coiJimitted by, or ascribed to every man of his religion. 
Which of yourselves could bear this test ? — Try him, as 
every man should be tried, by his own acts, established in 
evidence against him, and see what that evidence is. Two 
witnesses were examined, who swore that Doctor Sheridan 
presided at a meeting of Roman Catholics, who elected five 
persons to prepare a petition, and, they added, to represent 
them in a Catholic committee ; — one of them iEifterwards 
retracted the word represent, as forming any part of the re- 
solutions passed, and positively swore it did not; and the 
other swore that he could not be certain that the word re- 
present was used ; and they both admitted that they had the 
very resolutions in writing, and gave them in writing to those 
who conduct the prosecution. I do not think the word re- 
present can avail any thing. — If delegates were appointed in 
a criminal sense to represent the people, no use of language 
could vary the offence, or shelter the culprit ; and if the de- 
legation, was from its object innocent, no phraseology could 
render it guilty ; I strongly suspect that those who managed 
this evidence, and kept back the writing, are of a differeot 
opinion. But if the word were considered as important, it 
is impossible that you, upon the evidence, can assume that it 
was used. From those witnesses it appeared, that no other 
business was then mentioned, but the business of petitioning, 
and one of them swore that he believed no other business 
-was in eontemplation, and he believed that the petition, 
when prepared, was to be submitted to the individual Ca- 
tholics for their adoption and signature. If the evidence 
stopped here, would the attorney-general say that Mr. 
Sheridan was guilty under the Convention Act ; — we must 
say so, for he has not drawn any line, and has levelled his 
argument and his prosecution againat ail del^ation or de- 
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putatioa for the purpose of petitioning. That which is 
expressly protected by the act^ would appear, as he construes 
it; to constitute the ofFence. Bu4; the evidence has not 
stopped here ; Mr. Huddleston, whose evidence I do not 
mean to impeach, has proved from memory the following 
resolution, as having passed at an aggregate meeting : 

'' Resolved, That the said committee do consist of the 
Catholic peer» and their eldest sons, the Catholic baronets, 
the prelates of the Catholic Church in Ireland, and also ten 
persons to be appointed by the Catholics in each county in 
Ireland, the survivors of the delegates of 1793, to constitute 
an integral part of that nuniber and also of five persons to 
be appointed by the Catholic inhabitants of e^ch parish in 
Dublin." 

Now I do not think that those resolutions are sufficiently 
proved hy parole evidence, (it appearing (that they exist in 
writing,) to be received as the act of that aggregate body, so 
as to affect persons not present ; but 1 shall waive this ob- 
jection. I boldly and confidently maintain, that there is 
nothing in these resolutions, or in a committee formed upon 
them, seditious, illegal, or violatory of the Convention Act ; 
and if all I have said be not erroneous, I have already esta- 
blished, that such an assembly is not as it is contended to be, 
upon the other side, illegal, independent of any concealed or 
illegal pursuit, or any libellous or seditious speeches used in 
it when assembled ; and I repeat it, and it cannot be too 
often repeated and inculcated, that to decide otherwise will 
be vitally to injure the right of petitioning, and totally to 
disregard the constitutional saving of the Convention Act. 

All the resolutions given in evidence, are precisely con- 
formable to the functions invariably performed by Catholic 
committees siuce their formation, and I cannot discover any 
part of them denoting any bad object, criminal motive, or 
illegal pursuit. The resolution defining the constituent parts 
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of the committee^ has been much relied upon^ and grossly 
misrepresented .-^How does this part of the case fsurly 
stand ? A committee is formed to collect information, to 
prepare a petition, to suggest arguments in favour of that 
petition, to discover prejudices that impede, to obviate dif- 
ficulties, to solicit support, in short, in every rational and 
fair way to promote the success of that petition. The dis- 
abilities sought to be removed, affect the peers, affect the 
commons, affect those viho reside in counties, 'in short, affect 
every order and department of the Roman Catholic commu- 
nity, and it is now objected that there are deputies from every 
order ; and it is further objected, that the few persons who 
now survive of the committee of 1793, so favoured and 
cherished by the then government and parliament, are mem- 
bers of the committee. They are called estates general, are 
represented as usurping all the functions of the legislature 
and government. This is cruel mockery ! If such be their 
constitution or their views, they are guilty of high treason, 
and ought to be prosecuted as such. But shall this be taken 
upon assertion ? Shall this assembly be deemed illegal, be 
cause it has received an infusion of the peers and the prelates, 
who have always been considered as a counterpoise to the 
too great eagerness of popular pursuit ? If the prelates and 
the peers had been omitted, the clamour against the com- 
mittee would have been much louder, and much more 
plausible ; but the utmost effect that the numbers and con- 
stitution of the committee can have, is to become an ingre- 
dient in a jury question, if any jury question should arise, as 
to the real object and pursuit of such committee. Doctor 
Sheridan challenges such a question to be left to any jury) 
but they do not venture it upon the other side^ but call for 
your verdict upon the ground of general, unevidenced, and 
unapplied imputation, and a gross misconstruction of the 
Convention Act. 
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Gentlemen of the jury — ^Upon this inexhaustible subject 
1 have left much unsaid ; yet upon the grounds I have urged 
I shall now leave it to your decision^ only again imploring 
you to read the charge which you are sworn to try, and to 
compare it with the evidence which you have heard from the 
witnesses, and not with the- calumnies which have been any 
where uttered. To find the traverser guilty, you must upon 
your oaths find in the very language of the indictment, the 
Catholic committee intended to be appointed, to be "a, 
committee of persons professing the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion, to be thereafter held, and to exercise a right and au- 
thority to represent the inhabitants of Ireland, professiug the 
Romap Catholic religion, under pretence of preparing peti- 
tions to parliament.'^ You must, in fdct, convict the Roman 
Catholic subjects of this realm, of an ofibnce approaching to 
high treason. You have no evidence to warrant this; and 
you cannot have any rational wish to create or supply such 
evidence. The Catholic body of this day owe their Pro- 
testant brethren of this day great obligations. Believe me 
they are deeply sensible of the debt, and are not. the less 
worthy to have that debt augmented, by the eagerness they 
display to be fully emancipated, to be perfectly amalgamated 
with you in constitutional co-existence. No wise and good 
man would wish, at any .time, to disappoint this laudable 
impulse. No man, not a maniac, would seek to disappoint 
it, at a moment, when all that is dear to us is in such peril, 
that united enthusiastic efforts are necessary to couimon se- 
curity. Gentlemen, your Roman Catholic brethren await a 
verdict, which is to pronounce upon theii; principles and 
pursuits, with agonizing anxiety. There is not a city, town, 
village, or hamlet in Ireland, in which the result is not at this 
moment looked for, with breathless expectation. It is looked 
for in England with little less anxiety. I'hey cannot be in- 
different to the truth or falsehood of the charge^ made by 
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the Irish government upon the Ronian Catholic subjects of 
Ireland. It is looked for by the common en^my, with an 
anxious wish that the accusation may be true— they must 
derive the highest gratification^ and possibly the strongest 
motive to act, from a Protestant verdict against the Romio 
Catholic people. Gentlemen^ pronounce a verdict of Not 
Guilty; relieve your fellow-subjects^ and disappoint the 
common enemy. Do not, gentlemen, apprehend that so 
gratifying a result would be followed up by intemperate joy, 
or dangerous exultation. No bad feeling can mix with the 
pure delight which such an event would universally diffuse; 
but if there were danger of excesses from unbounded joy, 
those Roman Catholic noblemen and gentlemen who are 
implicated in the charge^ will moderate the triumph, and 
guarantee the tranquillity of the country. The gallant 
Fingall will guarantee it. He stands before you to pledge 
his high character for the conduct of his brethren. You 
know you may trust him ; you know that in the hour oi 
danger he lifted his sword equally, against the rebels of all 
persuasions; he despised false and perishable popularity; 
he proved his title to be received as a supporter of the throne, 
and he would not sully that title, and he never has sullied it, 
by any seditious or intemperate act. 

May the God of truth and justice subdue your prejudices, 
awaken your conscience, and enUghten your minds, to find 
that verdict which will tranquillise the country, unite .the 
people, appal the enemy, and place these united islands in a 
state of such a proud defiance, that no enemy will dare to 
pollute our shores. 
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Speech on the Trial of Robinson for Bigamy. 



MY Lords and GeDtlemen of the Jury. — It falls to my 
lot^ very much by me regretted^ to state to you a case as 
pregnant with circumstances of human woe, as strongly ap. 
pealing to the feelings of humanity ds ever appeared in a 
court of justice. The prisoner at the bar stands indicted for 
a crime too often committed and seldom prosecuted in this 
country, a crime which I think you will agree with me 
stands pre-eminently high in the scale of offences, — a crime 
at once preying upon the best interests of society, and anni- 
hilating the happiness of the individual who chances to be 
its victim. I shall not misrepresent or aggravate this trans- 
gression. It is impossible to doubt your anxiety, gentlemen, 
if a proper case for your verdict should arise, to prevent, by 
punishment, the repetition of such an offence, and administer 
the only possible consolation to the agonized feelings of an 
injured family. I shall proceed briefly to state to you th'efacts 
of this case. — On a luckless morning, in the month of July, 
1810, the prisoner at the bar rapped at the door of Mr. 
Charles Berry, an eminent attorney resident on Arran Quay 
in this city. He was admitted to a conference, and a long 
and fatal conference. — Mr. Berry never had known him, 
never had seen him, — never heard that such a man was 
in existence ; — his appearance w^s wretched and squalid to 
a degree of extremity, carrying the marks, the legible marks 
of misfortune and affliction. His debilitated frame and 
hazard looks at once recommended him to the sympathy of 
Mr. 'Berry. This sympathy was kept alive and augmented 
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by introductory letters which this man carried with him, and 
by a sad and instructive tale of folly and misfortune, which 
was communicated to Mr. Berry in the most impressive 
manner by this forlorn stranger, and which was in many 
parts corroborated by letters from persons in whom Mr. 
Berry could confide. — From these sources Mr. Berry was 
informed that he had once been high in fortune's favour, — 
that he was the favourite and adopted nephew of general 
Robinson who died in the year 1793, — that whilst almost a 
boy, he was treated with the most lavish and improvident 
indulgence, placed under masters to be taught what is called 
accomplishments, — that he had been allowed for his expen- 
diture 500/. per annum,-^that his uncle, on his death, be- 
queathed him so large a legacy as 190,000/. vested in the 
English funds —He of course concluded his wealth was 
inexhaustible, and he became as lavish and dissolute as the 
most prodigal man of the day. He purchased into the 
cavalry, and what with his credit and the unkind accommo- 
dation of friendly loans, he was in a short time, and whilst 
under age, enabled to waste 20,000/. of his fortune, — that at 
length, in 1 800, an unlucky wind wafted him to this coun- 
try, — that he was quartered at Clonmel in the county of 
Tipperary in that year, and shortly after became acquainted 
with the family of Mr. Stoney of Arran Hill. — Gentlemen, 
when I am relating facts as to that family, I am telling you 
what he told Mr. Berry, for the truth of which I do not 
vouch. I would not hazard the doing so, for I know the 
origin from which the communication came. — He told Mr. 
Berry that Mr. Stoney had advised him to quit the army ; 
that he did so ; that Mr. Stoney gave him a hospitable invi- 
tation tO( enjoy the pleasures of the chace at his country 
mansion, — that he accepted the invitation, and was treated 
with kindness and hospitality, — that he enjoyed the sports of 
the field abroad and the pleasures of the drawing-room at 
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home. — ^That Mr. Stoney's eldest daughter was strongly re- 
commended by her personal charms^ and that Mr. Robinson, 
though still a minor, was not insensible to their influence, 
and that a mutual attachment was the consequence.— He 
told Mr. Berry that Mr. Stoney encouraged his addresses ; 
that he did not throw any impediment in the way on the 
ground of his minority, — that he did not suggest any pru- 
dential recommendation to wait one year till he should arrive 
at age, — that, on the contrary, he suggested and supplied 
means of immediate marriage, and prepared the parties with 
accommodations for Scotland. — On their way to Scotland, 
in Dublin they stopped at the house of a professional gen- 
tleman who had been married to a daughter of Mr. Stoney. 
— ^There it was managed that he should execute a most 
liberal marriage settlement, amounting to 20,000/. And it 
was thought right also that Mr. Barry (Mr. Stoney's son-in- 
law) should retain a further sum of 4,000/. for purposes not then 
defined. — At this time it was that the prisoner got acquainted 
with Mr. Vigne the jeweller; — th^y then set ofi^for Scotland 
and arrived as rapidly, as could be expected from the nature 
of the mission, at Portpatrick. — ^There the prisoner at the 
bar was married, in the presence of many witnesses, to Miss 
Ruth Stoney, by a clergyman of the church of Scotland in a 
place of public worship. Having been married, they re- 
mained in Portpatrick one or two days, and thence imme- 
diately repaired to London. — His stay there was not very 
long, but it was not an idle time; it was no sluggish, no* 
obscure and inglorious period. — On his arrival he hired a 
furnished house in the most fashionable part of the city. — 
He hired a country villa, purchased four carriages and seven 
race horses, with an endless establishment of grooms, 
postilions, and out-ridefs. — He flourished at all places of 
public resort. At Newmarket and at Epsom. He shot 
like a meteor across public observation. He dazzled for a 
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week, he was recollected for a month. Being sated with the I 
glories of the sod he was Kmitten with a passion to become a 
candidate for parliament, and embarked in all the extr^va- 
gance and bustle of a contested election. He heard of 
a vacancy in a borough^ where money recommended to dis- 
tinction, and offered the senatorial dignity to the highest 
bidder. Thither he repaired with all the pomp and circum- 
stance of a popular candidate. Though he did no^ succeed, 
he polled a prodigious number of free and independent 
voters, at the price of seventeen or eighteen thousand 
pounds. But, gentlemen, it is useless to dwell on the idle 
and puerile instances of his- prodigal folly. You are aware 
this course could not long continue, a man thus blazing 
with lavish dissipation in eve^-y direction, must soon have 
burned out. At the close of two years he was without 
money, without credit. The man who shone with such 
splendour, dared no longer to appear in the open day. 
Bailiffs were his principal visitors, London became a soli- 
tude to him, and he repaired to Ireland. The prudence of 
his father-in-law had enabled him to vest in a purchase in 
Ireland a sum of money, which produced iabout nine hun- 
dred pounds a year. To this remnant of his property he 
repaired, and he took up his habitation near his father-in-IaW' 
A man of his capacity for expence, must have contracted 
debts in Ireland as well as England. — After a few years of 
ignoble extravagance in Ireland, he became a prisoner 
in his own house, it was besieged with bailiffs, and all 
the calamities of ruined fortune surrounded him. The 
man who had shone so brilliantly in ' the metropolis of 
the empire, was at last unable to shew his face in the 
smallest village in Ireland. He told Mr. Berry that a 
project was at last formed by his wife's family to pre- 
serve the income of the property which he had purchased for 
the maintenance of himself and family. It was suggested 
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that his wife's pin-Dioney was in arrear, and that an amicable 
bill should be filed by the trustee, in order to raise it. That 
a receiver would be put upon the estate, by which stratagem 
it would be protected from the creditors, and he would draw 
the rents for his own support. The bill was filed, be put in 
his answer, admitting all that was stated, and there was a 
decree. A receiver was put upon the lands, and as he 
stated, the rents fell into the hands of Mr. Stoney. In 
order then to excite the humanity of Mr. Berry, he told him 
that the moment the rents were thus taken from him, his 
father-in-law refused to furnish him with a penny. He told 
Mr. Berry that whilst in his career of prodigality he hac^ lent 
his father-in-law from eight to ten thousand pounds, and he 
told him, as the winding-up of his ingrs^titude, that the very 
moment the receiver was put upon his property, his wife and 
children, for he had, and still has, four children, deserted 
him, and went to his father-in-law's house. He attempted 
to follow them but was repulsed. The exhausted prodigal 
would not be sheltered under the roof of the man who had 
seized his last stake.- His misery now was complete, aod 
without remedy ; he was abandoned by his dearest relations, 
banished from their society, their confidence, and love; the 
doors of his father's house were closed against him, and he 
was left a stranger in a strange land, bereft of bis fortune^ 
abandoned by his wife, shunned by his offspring, and left a 
prey to want, and the impending horror of arrest and ifUk 
prisonment. 

Such was his pitiful tale to Mr. Berry, a tale agaiost the 
effects <^ which he could not, he would^not struggle. — Mr* 
Berry at once took him under his protection^ little thinking 
that the hand which he grappled in friendship would one day 
wound him where he was most vulaerable. — His humanity 
was tiot chilled by suspicion, he thought not of the artifice 
of the impostor, while he was stimulated to relieve the 
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Stranger^ and that relief was as bountiful as it was disio- 
terested. How was he treated ? Mr. Berry^ gentlemeD, pro- 
vided the prinoner at the bar w;th lodging, for the rent of 
which he became security , — in that lodging he supplied him, 
outcast as he was, with the necessaries, with the comforts of 
life. — He was labouring under a heavy bodily malady; be 
procured him an apothecary, a physician, mediciue and 
wine. — It was necessary in the furtherance of his legal pur- 
suits to have frequent intercourse with Mr. Berry and be 
constantly crept out in the darkness of the night to visit tbe 
family of his benefactor, whenever relieved from the appre- 
hensions of the bailiff, or by a casual relaxation from his 
disease, he came pouring out the benedictions of a grateful 
heart to the house of his friend and benefactor. — WheDever 
he came he was received with open arms, and the most cog- 
fiding hospitality. — Those visits were dangerous to his health, 
and hazardous to his liberty. Yet they were necessary. 
These difficulties half hinted and half anticipated produced 
an invitation to become resident in Mr. Berry's house, while 
the necessary enquiries for legal proceedings were making. 
He thus became an inmate in that house which he b 
rendered a scence of unparallelled and incurable afBictioo. 
Mr. Berry, with indefatigable industry, collected materials 
to lay before counsel. He was advised to file three bills io 
chancery — one to review and reverse the decree obtained b 
the manner I have described— another to force his father-io- 
law to discover and account for various sums said to be lent 
to'him — and^a third to compel Barry to account for 4000/. 
alleged to be kept by him at the time of the marriage. 
Mr. Berry, at his own expence, filed all these bills, and tbe 
suits are still depending. During his residence in Mr. 
Berry's house, his wish to please was unceasing, and be 
manifested in every act and in every word, the animated gra- 
titude by which he was actuated. Compassion grew into 
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esteem in every part of Mr. Berry's family. Gentlemen, let 
me say one word or two as to the domestic situation of Mr* 
Berry at this momentous period. He was a man of indus- 
try and business, not educated to pleasure, the duties and 
concerns of an arduous profession keeping him constantly 
employed. — Mrs. Berry was in a delicate state of health, a 
valetudinarian, whose almost only care should be the pre- 
servation of her own existence. He had two daughters — 
the one a child, the other but a few years older, now in her 
sixteenth year of age. She, gentlemen, it is, who has be- 
come the hapless heroine of the said story of this unfortu- 
nate family. She was in her person lovely, in her manners 
interesting, in female accomplishments eminently cultivated, 
in domestic virtues and filial duty pre-eminent. She had an 
ardent and elevated mind — a warm and affectionate heart* 
She was the delight of her parents at home, their pride 
abroad, the solace of thdir labours and their cares, and the 
anticipated hope and joy of their declining lives. The love 
of offspring, the most forcible of all our instincts, is even 
stronger towards the female than the male child. It is wise 
that it dhould be so, it is more wanted — ^it is just that it 
should be so, it is more requited. There is no pillow on 
which the head of a parent anguished by sickness or by sor- 
row, can so sweetly repose, as on the bosom of an affection- 
ate daughter. Her attentions are unceasing. She is never 
utterly fores fam ilia ted. The boy may afford occasional 
comfort and pride to his family — they may catch glory from 
his celebrity, and derive support from his acquisitions ; but he 
never can communicate the solid and unceasing comforts of 
life which are derived from the care and tender soUcitude of 
the female child — she seems destined by Providence to be 

* 

the perpetual solace and happiness of her parents. — Even 
after her marriage her filial attentions are unimpaired ; she 
may give her hand and heart to her husband, but still she 
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may share her cares and attentiou with her parents, without 
a pang of jealousy or distrust from him. He only looks on 
them as the assured pledges of her fidelity and the unerring 
evidences of a good disposition. Mr. Berry ought, per- 
haps, to have guarded this treasure with more jealous sus- 
picion — perhaps he ought not to have suffered a man 
acknowledging himself to have been sunk in the vortex of 
fashionable dissipation, to have had opportunities of con- 
verse with this young female. — But, gentlemen of the jury, 
it is easy to be wise after experience — it is easy to suggest 
expedients to prevent evil after it has occurred. — Is there a 
man of you could suspect that a married man, with four 
children, paralyzed and forlorn, received under your hospita- 
ble roof covered with benefits which would have kindled 
gratitude in the basest nature, could be guilty of meditating 
the mfliction of such a fatal wound upon his benefactor ? — 
The slightest suspicion never glanced across the mind of Mr. 
Berry or his family — it was out of the nature of things. — 
Look at him, gentlemen, at the bar of his country ! Is he an 
object likely to engender suspicion of such a crime I — You 
have heard the story of his shattered fortunes — Could his 
wealth have been attractive? What could Mr. Berry have 
dreaded from the intercourse of such a man, even if he were 
unmarried i But, gentlemen, it has turned Qut that he had 
means of acquiring an ascendency over a young female mind 
which were unfortunately too prevailing — he was a man of 
polished manners, and though superficial, yet attractive eiH 
dowments ; his understanding, though not sound, was not 
altogether uncultivated — he had a taste for the belles 
lettres, was an adept in music and poetry, understood 
drawing, was conversant in the fashionable tales of the day, 
and possessed of all that little artillery of accomplishment 
which make a man agreeable, particularly in female society. 
Gentlemen, it sometimes happens that the same course 
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which vitiate the morals improve the manners^ and that the 
Surface appears the more poUshed for the corruption which 
it covers and conceals. In the month of December 1810, 
he was ordered to Cheltenham. Mrs. Berry was at the 
time very ill, and she was prescribed also the Cheltenham 
waters. Mr. Charles Berry being himself detained on pro- 
fessional business, in the spirit of affectionate indulgence, 
consented that the young lady should accompany her mother 
and the prisoner at the bar to Cheltenham — thence they went 
to London. Mr. Robinson, when in the full possession of 
wealth, had dealings with several persons in London who 
never had fully accounted with him, and whilst there col- 
lected a few hundred pounds from the ruin of his property. 
— ^Whilst in London he paid those attentions to the young 
lady and her mother which a polite man is never deficient in 
paying, and which no suspicion of his design induced them 
to reject — he offered some slight presents to the yoimg Iddy 
of trivial value which were rejected. — He came to Mr. 
Berry and lamented the situation into which the obdurate 
rejection of his gratitude had placed him. — He affected a 
most high wrought sensibility — his remonstrance could not T 
have excited any suspicion. — ** You have taken me under 
your protection — you have expended yoiir money in sup« 
porting me, and in pursuit of an object which has not as yet 
fructified — you have received me into your house and you 
will not accept of remuneration — why then refuse me making 
jou this slight but grateful return ? — Ask yourself the ques- 
tion, if you refuse me, can I ever return to your house ? Can 
I live under the load of your benefaction ?" — His importu- 
nities succeeded ; and Miss Berry, with the consent of her 
father, received from him some trifling presents not amount- 
ing in value to £0/. Gentlemen, can you conceive any thing 
indeUcate in that conduct? — Will you say that suspicion 
should ftave been excited ? — Was there any imprudence in 
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the acceptance f Gentlemen, is there a man ^iyon, who, if he 
had received one hundredth part of the favour conferred upon 
the prisoner, would not conceive himself called on to make 
a return of tenfold value. The party returned back to Ire- 
land in the Spring, and things remained on this footing until 
the fatal 18th of November last. I shall trace him through 
the melancholy occurrences of that day. — Through what 
artifice — through what fascination — through what sug- 
gestion — by what sophistry — ^by what allurement he must 
have drugged the mind of this young female, it is impossible 
to say. It is a moral miracle ! — It is out of the ordinary 
course of human agency. — Yet so it happened that on the 
18th of November, he being at the time so worn down by 
illness that his life was in danger, with strength scarcely suf- 
ficient to admit his being carried to the carriage in the arms 
of the servant, he induced this young lady to accompany 
him — ^he told her parents that he was going to the hot bathS; 
and would leave her at Mr. Vigne's to hear an eminent pro- 
ficient, his (Vigne's) sister play on the piano-forte, and 
begged Mr. Berry would indulge her with this musical gra- 
tification, as Miss Berry was considered a first performer.— 
It is impossible for me, gentlemen, to account for his in- 
fluence over this young lady's mind ; it would be vanity in 
me to attempt to explain the cause ; — however, he did induce 
her, accompanied by her sister, a child from ten to tvidn 
years old, to go to Mr. Vigne's in Nassau-street, where the 
prisoner had provided a clergyman of the name of HarriS) 
who actually cfid celebrate the ceremony of marriage between 
them, and having prevailed on her to become his wife in 
point of ceremony, he was carried back to his carriage and 
afterwards Jn Mr. Berry's servants' arms to his own bed.— I 
am happy, gentlemen, to say, that he did not, he could not 
render his crime perfect and complete. — It is really a curious 
riddle ; it surpasses any thing I ever heard or read of, and 
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l^ut for the melancholy and afflicting distress of her injured 
family^ it would be a matter of novel and curious enquiry to 
discover how he should have sought or acquired that ascend- 
ancy over her mind. It could not be a gross and sensual 
passion — a glance of your eye must refute the idea. — What! 
a sensual passion for a being, such as you behold, drooping 
under the ravages of disease and unable to walk to a car- 
riage ! It could not be a mercenary attachment to the object 
of her father's charity. — It must have been some mental 
fascination. — By what artifices that unworthy man could 
influence the mind of a person ten times his superior in un- 
derstanding is astonishing ; the means are incredible— whe- 
ther he told her of the sufferings of his youth^ — the ruin of 
his fortunes — his desertion by his wife and her ingratitude — 
whether his distresses excited her compassion, or whether be 
deluded her into the notion of his marriage being void, is 
quite inexplicable ; — but so prevalent was his power over 
her mind that she would not have disputed his authority, 
and probably she would have more chearfuUy obeyed him, 
if he had commanded her to give her hand to any other man. 
The charitable public who will hear of this trial ought to 
carry in their minds this extenuation — the utter impossibility 
that any thing sensual, or vain or mercenary, could have 
actuated her mind to that strange and blind obedience. — 
And when female criticism sits in judgment upon this hapless 
young lady, and is about to pronounce an austere and un- 
feeling judgment, I hope it will be recollected that tb^iv 
common and primeval parent fell under the fascination of a 
reptile. — Gentlemen, Miss Berry returned froni the cere- 
mony to her father's house — very soon it became visible that 
some dire misfortune had befallen her and her family ; — 
from the hour of her return to the day of the disclosure of 
her calamity she drooped and languished — at meals a mere 
spectator ; her interesting deportment, her chearful manners 

« 3 
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were gone^^sfae could not look in the face of her parents, 
and the eye of any human creature was distressing to her :— 
from the hour of her misfortune she never entered into the 
door of her aunt (Mrs. Hetherington) whose property she 
was to inherit, and to which I trust she has not disentitled 
herself. — What was, gentlemen, the object of the prisoner 
at the bar ? — His object was to render home so irksome and 
odious to her that he could induce her to elope with him, 
and he was, in fact, collecting funds to put his plans into 
execution. At length the expostulation of her friends, upon 
the alteration of her manners, drew from this unhappy girl 
the acknowledgment of her situation in the presence of Mr. 
Robinson, who did confess the fact and claim her as his 
wife. — And what, gentlemen, was the consequence^^ — It 
affected Mr. Berry with amazement, rage, and horror; but with 
such a stupor of grief that the acknowledged culprit crawled 
off with his life. — ^fhe intemperate sorrow of Mr. Berry 
led him thoughtlessly to disclose the melancholy tale to his 
wife, and for three days she was affected with unremitted fits 
of hysterics threatening a permanent loss of reason ! And, 
gentlemen, what was its effect upon her aunt ? — the moment 
she heard it she was affected with an apoplexy. — Such, 
gentlemen, was the gratitude flowing from the prisoner at 
the bar to Mr. Berry for the services he had rendered him.—- 
Gentlemen, under these circumstances what was Mr. Berry 
to have done ? — Has he acted right ? — He had but one of 
three courses to adopt — ^he might have connived at this im- 
proper connection and irreligiously sanctioned it by his sub* 
sequent ratification, choosing between exposure and vice — 
but had he deliberated upon this alternative he would have 
been a worse criminal than the man he prosecutes. He 
might have strove to have hushed it. Perhaps a man whose 
sensibility was stronger than his reason might waver in his 
detesmkiation as to this course.-^— But Mr. Berry had no 
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choice ! even that expedient was denied bim. The prisoner 
at the bar publicly claimed her as his wife. It was not left 
this unhappy father to bury the* whole transaction in oblivion 
— he was driven to the last and sad alternative to yield to the 
suggestion of his own feelings — to yield to the unanimous 
advice of his friends — for though his life may be embittered 
— though he and his family may never wear the chearful 
smile^ or appear with that unclouded hilarity which accom^ 
panied their former intercourse with the worlds yet he must 
derive consolation from the recollection of his having brought 
a delinquent of his atrocious guilt to punishment, and in 
having provided that this man shall not repeat his crimes and 
bring sorrow into the bosom of other families — and if he 
does, it must be in that region of culprits to whom he has 
levelled himself as a lit associate. Gentlemen, we will prove 
this cftse to you. — There cannot be a doubt of the double 
marriage — how it can be vindicated it is impossible for me 
to discover. It comes before you badged with every aggr.a-* 
vation, which sensibility would shudder at; — but if you 
doubt the fact of these marriages, God forbid that any thing 
I have said or could suggest should operate to supply the 
evidence — the very enormity of the crime should be a ground 
of favour in deciding upon his guilt ; but as to any cavilling 
points and capricious doubts, not denying the turpitude of 
the case pr the commission of the crime — you cannot, gen- 
tlemen, feel yourselves warranted in entertaining them with 
favour. Gentlemen, I have now stated what 1 conceive to 
have been due to public justice and the family of this lady, 
and I now implore those who are present at this trial, or 
may hear of it abroad — I implore those who may be teady 
to censure indiscretion in others, when they have been more 
fortunate themselves, mercifully to recollect the youth of 
this hapless female and the influence by which she was led 
away. — ^The kind of man, under the fascination of whose 
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power she wandered from the direct path of rectitude— the 
utter impossibility of her being actuated by sensual or mer- 
cenary motives — ^how tyrannical that mental influence be* 
comes over understandings naturally strong and superior to 
the government it submits to — a government which we see 
every day exercised by the meanest instruments over the most 
exalted characters. We will produce the evidence to esta- 
blish those facts, and I know you will find that verdict 
which the evidence will warrant. 



Character of Mr. Grattan. 

I 

I FEEL but little, any portion of the noble lord's 
obloquy, which may attach to me or my humble efforts; but 
I own, I cannot repress my indignation at the audacious 
boldness of the calumny, which would asperse one of the 
most exalted characters which any nation ever produced, tod 
that in a country which owes its liberties and its greatness to 
the energy of his exertions, and in the very house which has 
so often been the theatre of his glorious labours and splendid 
achievements. — I remember that man the theme of universal 
panegyric — the wonder and the boast of Ireland for his 
genius and his virtue. His name silenced the sceptic upon 
the reality of genuine patriotism. To doubt the purity of 
his motives was a heresy which no tongue dared to utter — 
envy was lost in admiration, and even they whose crimes he 
scourged, blended extorted praises with the murmurs of 
resentment. He covered our then unfledged Constitution 
with the ample wings of his talents — as the eagle covers her 
young ; like her he soared, and like her he could behold the 



MR. BUBROWES. ^5 

« rays, whether of royal favour or of royal anger, with un- 
I dazzled, uniotimidated eye. — If, according to Demosthenes, 
|i to'^grow with the growth, and to decay with the decline of our 
; country, be the true criterion of a good citizen, how infinitely 
J did this man, even in the moment of his lowest depression, 
surpass those upstart patriots, who only become visible when 
their country vanishes. 

Sir, there is something most singularly curious, and, 
according to my estimation of things, enviable, in the fate of 
this great man ; his character and his consequence, are, as it 
were, vitally interwoven with the greatness of his country — 
the one cannot be high, and the other low — the one cannot 
stand, and the other perish; this was so well understood by 
those who have so long meditated to put down the constitu- 
tion of Ireland, that, feeling that they could not seduce, they 
have incessantly laboured to calumniate her most vigilant 
centinel and ablest champion — they appealed to every un- 
guarded prejudice, to every assailable weakness of a gene- 
rous but credulous people — they watched every favourable 
moment of irration or of terror to pour in the detested poison 
of calumny. — Sir, it will be found on a retrospect of Ireland 
since 1782, that her liberties never received a wound, that a 
correspondent stab was not levelled at his character, and 
when it was vainly hoped, that his imperishable fiMne was 
laid" in the dust, the times were deemed ripe for the extinc- 
tion of our constitution. Sir, these impious labours cannot 
finally succeed, glory and liberty are not easily effaced — 
G RATTAN and the constitution will survive the storm. 
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On the Advantages to be derived from the 
Institution of National Schools in Ireland. 



NO man possessing a ray of reason^ or a spark of bene- 
voleuce, could hear the report which has been now read^ 
without being interested in the subject, without feeling tbe 
warmest gratitude towards those excellent men, who have 
prepared it. The subject is at all times and in all countries 
interesting — in our own country it is peculiarly so. 

It can scarcely be considered as national vanity ; for it 
most certainly is national reproach, to assert, that there never 
has existed a country for which nature has done so much, 
and institution so little, as Ireland. Without tearing open 
wounds which every good man would rather cover and con- 
ceal — without seeking for the causes of our degradation, in 
a retrospect calculated by the irritation it might cause, to re- 
produce the very evils we deplore, we can discover the prin- 
cipal and proximate cause in a disease, which however inve- 
terate, is not incurable. Our committee, whose admirable 
report has been heard with such delight, have laid before us 
in one view, both the disease and the remedy. — Ignorance, 
and consequent irreligion, have disfigured the noblest work 
of God, and they have made a glorious effort — a successful 
effort if well seconded, to raise man from the mire, in which 
he grovels, — to render the bounty of heaven available to him. 
This is genuine patriotism — this is enlightened self love — this 
is to pursue the noblest end by the most suitable means — 
this is to attack the disease at its very root — this is to confer 
the highest services, and to receive the most gratifying re- 
ward,— -not the clamorous and revocable gratitude of a 
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capricious multitude, — but the exhilirating spectacle of a 
nation rapidly improving in morals, industry and religion. 

Our sheep, our oxen, our horses, our very swine, are 
deemed objects, worthy- of the most anxious cultivation. 
Societies are instituted — Committees are formed to investi- 
gate their qualities — to improve their breed — I might almost 
say, — to educate them. — Do I say this, to blame it ? No ! it 
is laudable — it is good husbandry — it is a subordinate degree 
of patriotism. — But can it be wise — can it be just,— to culti- 
vate the brute, and to neglect the man ? — ^Tbis would be, not 
only to sin against reason and religion, but to violate the 
calculations of the most sordid interest. — It requires. but a 
very slight effort indeed, of reason, to discover, that the pro- 
duce and security of estates, depend principally upon the 
human animal. If he be idle, vicious, and dishonest, our 
soil will be barren-— or its produce will be plundered — the 
gibbet may thin the land, but it cannot fertilize it. 

The despot may tell us, he will enact wise laws,' and com- 
pel universal obedience to them. — Is he aware of the weak- 
ness and perversity of human nature? Vain and presumptuous 
man ! to hope that he shall effectuate, what even the eternal 
sanctions, announced by the Almighty fail to effect. — The 
demagogue will say, give the people privileges ; — give them 
perfect liberty, and they will soon become rational, industri- 
ous and happy. — Preposterous inversion of the laws of 
nature ! education is the cause, not the effect of freedom ; — 
the finest constitution, in the power of human wisdom to 
devise, could not be worn by savages ; brutalised by vice, and 
ignorance ; — the most admirable laws, with such a people, 
would be a dead letter. As well might we coinmit the 
arms of a warrior, into the hands of an infant, tor self- 
defence ; — but education, improving the moral character of 
man, not only fits him for liberty, but ascertains its attain- 
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ment. — A moral and enlightened people^ could not be slaves. 
It is morally — it is physically impossible. 

Let not then, despair of success, chill that benevolent ar- 
dour which actuates our committee. — ^They have not suc- 
ceeded to the extent of their hopes — Men are more prompt 
to praise than to co-operate. But how are we to estimate 
such barren praise ? — What are we to think of the individual, 
who can be indifferent in such a cause — who can contem- 
plate the glorious work in operation, admit its utlity, and yet 
refuse to lend his aid, to carry it forward ? — Alas ! the con- 
vincing report, we have just heard read, establishes the just- 
ness of the reproach ; — with what lamentably inadequate 
means, have your committee had to struggle — and yet, what 
extensive good have they not already done ? The paltry pit- 
tance of £40/. is doled out for such an object — in twelve 
months — for the Education of Ireland ! Such is the 
mortifying acknowledgment. But let them not despair — 
let them recollect that though trite truisms, however import- 
ant, are often heard without interest — without emotion ; yet, 
the effort ought to be continued — the benevolent truism 
ought to be repeated and inculcated-r-sound theory, sooner 
or later, will ripen into practice — there is no telling the 
moment, when wealth and power, shall receive an active im- 
pulse from benevolence and wisdom, and shall obey the 
dictates of their own true interest — it may be to-morrow — 
it may be the next day — it may be postponed for years — 
but it is so certain that it will at some time occur — so pro- 
bable that it will soon occiir — and of such immeasurable 
value when it shall occur, that our committee may continue 
their labours with a perfect confidence, that they will termi- 
nate m success — of which the interest they have this day ex- 
cited gives the surest earnest. ^ 
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Conduct of Lord Castlereagh in forward- 
ing THE Irish Union. 



BUT is the parliament to which he i thus primariiy and 
exclusively resorts, left to exercise its unbiassed judgment ? 
I shall not dwell upon this odious subject — I shall not com- 
pare the black list with the red book — or enumerate those 
who lost with those who gained offices — I shall not antici- 
pate those posthumous funeral honours which await some 
who have undertaken for .the extinction of the constitution 
of their country, if they shall succeed in their pious labours, 
or allude to the phanix judges who are to spring out of the 
ashes of the Irish legislature. I do not like even to think of 
these deluded men who forgot they had a country probably 
because they thought their country would not survive to 
remember them. I turn to a more grateful subject. The 
virtue of this house triumphed over the minister, and refuted 
^he calumnies which were levelled even more at your exist- 
ence than your fame. — ^The measure was defeated — tran- 
quillity was restored — and what, if possible, was better, 
this house was raised in the public estimation, and endeared 
to the heart of every honest Irishman. This was a consum- 
mation devoutly to be wished — this was an accidental good 
flowing from the miscarriage of a bad measure, at which a 
wise minister would have exulted, and upon which he might 
have improved. What was the conduct of the minister ^ 
He suddenly changes, if not^ bis principles, his practice — 
he appeals from the refractory competence of parliament to 
the derided siyvreignty of the people — the people became 
every thing-*the parliament, nothing — ^compared with him 



300 IRISH ELOQUENCE. 

Tom Paine dwindles into an aristocrat — can it be credited 
in Europe — can it be credited by posterity ? That the tM- 
nister who has lavished so much treasure and blood in corn- 
betting republican principles in France — to whose mind 
jacobinism is a compendium of every crime — who cannot 
hear the physical strength of a country mentioned without 
horror — *t/tat this minister should dive into cellars and 
climb into garrets to solicit plebeian signatures against the 
ancient constitution of Ireland — that he should set on foot a 
poll of the populace against the constitution — that he should 
blacken the columns of the government prints with the 
names of day labourers of the lowest description, attesting 
in favour of his Jacobinical innovation I 



Chajeiacter of Serjeant Ball^ on moving that 
A Monument should be erected by the 
Irish Bar to his Memory. 

YETy Gentlemen, what could I say, what could any 
man in my place say in his. praise which is not already 
known to you all — which every man of you would not anti- 
cipate. — ^There never departed this life an individual who 
stood less in need of posthumous praise — -the man who had 
no enemy living, can have no calumniator when dead. — 
Without vices to attract the sympathy and bribe the suf- 
frages of the vicious — without condescension to conciliate 
the powerful and supercilious — with conduct which never 



• What a beginning was this for the future favourite of modern legiti- 
macy and holy alliances ! 
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countenanced frailty by example — and with a life which was 
a rebuke to all who were base, mean, or frivolous. — It is a 
snbject of interesting speculation to consider by what charm 
— certainly not of art, but of nature it occurred — that no 
man ever uttered one syllable to his disparagement — ^he is 
the only man whom I ever knew to whom it could not be 
fairly imputed as a blemish — that he wanted that negative 
testimony^ to his worth which arises from the odium and 
vilification of the worthless. 

But, gentlemen, it is not so much from a consideration of 
him who is gone, as of those dear relations and affectionate 
friends who remain behind, that we should offer this tribute. 
Funeral honours when justjy and wisely bestowed, are bene- 
fits to the living — it is fit that the wife who late adored him 
and now barely survives him — it is fit that the children^ 
some of whom are too young to understand or feel their 
loss, should have recorded evidence of his great eminence, 
and the high estimation in which he was held by a liberal 
profession — it is fit that we should teach them that whatever 
pay be the accumulation of his talents and his industry, 
whether he has left them in opulence or in indigence-^-they 
inherit from him what is better than wealth — what vulgar 
prosperity could not purchase or bestow — the favourable 
prepossessions of the good — the zealous wish of every 
virtuous man to assist them in their progress through life — 
the patronage and protection of all that is feeling and all 
that is worthy in this land. 

But, gentlemen, we have a nearer concern, a closer, 
I would almost say a selfish interest in paying this tri- 
bute — ^in this temple of justice was his life exhausted in 
furnishing a model of professional excellence, calculated to 
improve the practice of the bar, and to raise its character 
in public estimation — deep and perspicuous — simple and 
interesting^— zealous and candid — modest and bold — he gave 
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to every client the ablest exertion which an honest and ho* 
nourable advocate could bestow upon his cause — ^and he 
never inflicted upon any adversary a pang of which a candid 
man could justly complain — without fortune — without pa- 
tron — without vulgar intercourse-r-without the unworthy 
canvassing of partizans — without self predication — without 
servility — without overbearing he gradually attracted univer- 
sal unsolicited attention to his high natural endowments — 
and the treasures of his extensive legal learning. — It was his 
peculiar lot in a profession prone to emulation and all its 
evils, to be followed without envy and passed without scorn 
— and when finally he passed all by, he rather wondered at 
than exulted in his success. — His humility grew with the 
growth of his celebrity, and his unassuming manners inte- 
rested all men in his well earned elevation-^and surely, 
gentlemen, it cannot but operate as an edifying example and 
an useful incentive to those who are now on their way, or 
who hereafter may follow him in an arduous and honourable 
profession, to learn, that such a man, in such way, attained a 
station in society to which the favour of a court could never 
have raised him, and from which the clamours of the popu- 
lace could never have deposed him. 



Description of the Arts practised by a Pro- 
vost OF Trinity College^ Dublin, on the 

OCCASION OF A CONTESTED ELECTION. 

I SHALL mention but one example more of undue in- 
fluence exerted, I admit, without effect ; and I feel myself 
proud of the nature I partake of when I consider that it was 
ineffectual. The case of Miller exhibits, perhaps, the 
strongest example of contrasted cunning and wisdom. 
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meanness and dignity, baseness and heroism, that ever 
occurred during a vain attempt to soften and seduce inflexible 
integrity. The case of Miller had alternately shocked and 
delighted every man who heard it — every man who loves the 
University — who thinks learning, religion, or virtue ought to 
be cultivated in the land must be filled with indignation at 
the attempt which had been made. — What ! Is the candidate 
for the holy orders — is^the candidate for the highest literary 
honour in the nation — is the man who aspires to the dignity 
of being elected by the most reverend and revered body of 
men in the land to discharge the delicate and arduous func- 
tion of forming the minds and the principles of the youth of 
the land to entitle himself to this dignity by a base com- 
pliance with a base overture ? The enormity of this transac- 
tion is admitted : but it seems it has been resolved in council, 
on the other side, to deny its reality. The Provost of the 
University, a wise and learned man, even if he were base 
enough, could not be so silly as to hazard his situation by 
such a proposal, and leave himself at the mercy or discretion 
of Adair or Miller to betray him. To discredit Miller 
would be a vain attempt. — But Adair, the confidential and 
family friend of the Provost — this man whom you have seen 
so deeply immired in every dirty negociation, has contracted 
a foulness of character which may be now turned to account 
— the whole impurity must be cast upon him. The re- 
corder, no doubt, has been instructed to sacrifice him. The 
o£fer must be made to Miller since he swore it : but Adair 
was unauthorised — the infamous man dared to use the 
Provost's name without his authority. This you must take 
for granted, for the dignity of the Provost's resentment will 
not condescend to offer proof. The Provost is a classical 
man, and he recollects that Scipio,^when accused of em** 
•bezziement in office, burned his accounts that he might not 
be driven to the meanness of proving his innocence by vulgar 

X 
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arithmetic. This sacrifice of Adair will, I trast, little benefit 
the cause. This committee will presume every thing against 
the party withholding the evidence of his own agent, and 
will not swallow the absurd supposition that the private 
tutor of the Provost's family, the devoted agent of his son, 
the man whose every hope in life depends upon him*-^e 
man whom we have been for six weeks abusing and reviling, 
would, if produced, be guilty of the foulest perjury to serve 
us against his patron — neither can you be affected by the 
supposed folly of confiding this proposal to Adair and 
Miller * for Adair could not have any temptation to divulg6 
the corrupt secret, and Miller's acquiescence might be con- 
sidered as certain. The Provost could not calculate upon so 
extraordinary an events as Miller's rejecting the offer—- he 
has had much intercourse with the world — he has been macH 
in courts and much in senates, yet it is not extravagant to 
say he nevep had intercourse with so honest a man as Miller 
— under his encumbrances to repel the offer may be consi- 
dered as a moral miracle — certain I am, history does not 
furnish a more noble instance of heroic self-denial. Con- 
sider the circumstances. To obtain a Fellowship, %, man 
of the brightest and quickest intellect must devote four or 
five of the most precious years of his life to abstruse, literary 
joyless study : — the pleasures of youth-*-^the pleasures of 
friendship must be renounced : during the few last months of 
this painful preparation, the student must totally withdraw 
himself from liis friends, from his family, from his affections. 
The strongest constitution suffers a temporary injury, the 
. most vivid spirits are deadened by this private incessant un- 
animating exertion. — many a student has died in the pursuit. 
The object too is proportionably great— ^its difficulty preYents 
any man of independent fortune from embarking is it^ and 
consequently success makes the difference between poverty 
and affluence^ obscurity and fame. The family, too, of the 
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ttudeDt participate and augment bis anxiety, and he often 
looks upon success as his only means of giving relief to an 
indigent parent or an unprotected sister. Milkr has been 
twice unsuccessful-^no man ever succeeded in a fonrth 
atfempt-^so that a few days was to have decided whether he 
was to have been the happiest of men or the broken-hearted 
viethn of a vain pursuit : — his defeat, on each succeeding ei2- 
aniination, was a shock which few men could sustain — ^tbe 
answering was so equal, as well as so excellent, between fahn 
and bis successful adversary, that the board might have given 
the prize to either without censure. — His friends, who were 
numerous, thought he was entitled to succeed. Every able 
man feels his own force, and it is not surprising diat their 
opinion made him indulge the most sanguine hope ! nor is it 
surprising, after two disappointments, -that the suggestions of 
ill-jildging friends, or ill-designing enemies, should make hmi 
suspect that there was a prejudice against him amongst the 
Fellows — his jealousy on this subject was known to the 
Provost and resorted to as an infallible means of seducing 
him. He was told that the Fellows were determined to 
ptecliide him ; that the nominating power was hif only hope 
-"-ibfis the unfair advantage offered him (an advantage which 
would have made a docile parrot appear superior to Sir 
Isaac Newton) was represented as the necessary means of 
obtaining a justifiable end, and the terms required was an 
act of all others most disagreeable to men whom he was 
tsmgbt to believe were illiberal adversaries. Let the man of 
the prondest virtue among you ask himself was bis refusal to 
be expected. Let the most cautious ask, what was the most 
apparent hazard that such proposal woiitd be rejected and 
exposed. Let the seducer enjoy the benefit of every in- 
ference which can be drawn from coming against profligacy ; 
biit let not the virtue of one man be reasoned from in excul- 
pation of another of a very different, cast, nor let it be deemed 
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credible folly in a veteran politician that he did not expect to 
meet miraculous integrity. 

I have now discussed every topic of the case that appeared 
to me to be of importance ; and, gentlemen, Mrhen my mind 
glalnces back through the principles and propositions 1 have 
been labouring to establish, it rests satisfied that however 
superfluous my exertions may hiive been they must be suc- 
cessful. I feel a confidence of success which cannot deceive 
nie — 'tis a confidence founded upon the best and the clearest 
principles of constitutional law — the oaths of fourteen ho> 
nourable men guarantee it, and every good public and 
private feeling conspire to prop and support it. For, gen- 
tlemen, what are the propositions, the establishment of 
which gives my client a right to succt^ed. Can I presume you 
doubt that election bribery brought home to a candidate for 
his agent by the common constitutional law of this land 
vitiates his election f Is not this principle legible in every 
page of the journals of parliament ? — Is it not a principle so 
necessarily incident to our constitution, that if it were never 
before so decided you should decide it now, or declare to 
mankind that you have not faculties to comprehenci the 
nature of an elected parliament, or feelings to defend its 
purity and its privileges ? — Can I suppose you distinguish in 
favour of the corrupter, between a bribe rejected and a bribe 
received ? or will you say that what completes the legal 
crime does not complete the constitutional crime, but that 
a culprit branded by a verdict for a sordid misdemeanour, 
is pure enough to associate with the representatives of the 
nation ? Or, gentlemen, even though this case stood on the 
statute of the king^ and that you were so narrow minded as 
to suppose there was no such crime as bribery before the 
present reign, can I suppose you will limit the construction 
of the words of the act against its manifest end, and whea 
the legistuie has said ^^ no one at any time hereafter shall 
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promise" confine it by construction to promises after thi^ 
test of the writ? These propositions, gentlemen, are too 
plain to admit of any doubt — ^yet plain as they are they are 
not the strength of my client's case. Election bribery, the 
growing vice of the age in its simple state, has all the love- 
liness of virtue compared to the monstrous form it has 
assumed in the University. The undue influence which you 
have seen exerted in the University, whether you consider 
the mode, the place, or the end of its operation must fill 
you with disgust, with sorrow, and with indignation ; and 
I doubt whether the natural feelings of an unsophisticated 
man would be more shocked at the foul transactions which 
have been brought to light, or the unfeeling levity with 
which they have been defended as the mere ordinary exercise 
of lawful prerogative, such as every man of sense would 
exert and none but visionary men would condemn. I am 
not surprised at the impatience which you manifested while 
this subject was investigating, and almost wish you had in- 
terposed your authority between the right of my client and 
the odious investigation, rather than have exposed to the 
public view the disgraceful and disastrous state of the Uni- 
versity. But, gentlemen, it is a consolation highly gratify- 
ing, that while you have been forced to behold the learned 
youth of the land corrupted and debased, you have at the 
same time witnessed examples of the most exalted virtue — 
indeed, in this interesting and variegated enquiry, you have 
vf^itnessed incidents calculated ultimately to excite pity, ad- 
miration, grief, and abhorrence. 

You have seen parental authority hired to corrupt the 
suffrage and pollute the honour of a child — you have seen 
the best principles of morality and the noblest feelings of the 
heart committed in deadly discord for purposes of corrup- 
tion ; and a wretched son compelled to disclose a. father's 
disgrace or be himself, disgraced. — You have seen young 
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foibiuoii panting to pursue the invitation of ardent gi^iiiiu, 
and wily seduction watching a favourable crisis wbe^ rigid 
principle ought be relaxed in th^ hot pursuit : and, thank 
Heaven^ you have seen honour tpumphant over ambitioo, 
and the brightest talents ^pd their most alluring calls sub'- 
jected to permanent integrity. 

You h^v^ seei^ this 9t^d^nt on (he ^^P Qf bM third (9i;p^ 
riment for fellowships, whil^ his inind was fainting under 
tb^ severity of prolonged ^nd reiterated ?ti|dy, 9nd eaue, 
honour aqd comp^t^ncy were floating before hina fit this 
inoment of omenta) ^pd bodily lassitude, ypp hftVe seen h^ 
principles assailed by an offer pf what be wa^ dying \q 
enjpy ; — and if the corrupt logic of the f^ge shall not per- 
suade you that such heroic self-denial is incredible, yoii \i%y^ 
scjep fucb sordid pvprtpres npbly spurped and th^ short patb 
to infianipps prosperity «deser(ed with scorp, r^ 

Ypu bayp seep poverty, reclpseness, and simplicity pf 
p^anner^, operate as ipvitatiops tp direct; corruption.— ^tYpk 
b^ye i9^plted tp see courtly manners apd splendid offers i^^- 
effectual ip s^dpcing rigid iptpgrity : and, I trpst, you felt 9 

libera) indignation when ym saw impotent attempts t^ 
corrMpt ^ppppeded by impotppt attempts to d'efam^. 

Ypu have s^en the prpf(es9orsh]p of divinity devoted to 
purposes pf porruption-r-you hfj^ve pe^p ev^ry arrAPgem^p| to 
prespry^ it from lapsing bajBed, every overture tq fill it r^- 
ceivied lyith deafness pr with contumely ; and when no maa 
cppld bp% foppd hasp epppgh to accept it pp t^rms pf stipur 
lated prostitution, you have j^pen an honest apd m abb, 
thpugb simpip man, tripk^d iptp becoming an unconscious 
ipstrumppt of the foulest propbapation. Tbl4S yop ksLvp spea 
the very fountain of religion cpntanainated, and tb^ support 
and patronage of a tutpr and a fripnd pilfered by sapril^gi^iu^ 
craff from ^ pupil who was the pbjejct pf bis loye, of bis 
pride, of his ^d^ir^tion. 
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On the Injustice and Severity of the penal 

Code in Ireland. 



GENTLEMEN, it would be a bitter reflection on your 
character, as Irishmeni to presume you to be hostile to the 
principle or pursuit of the Catholic Committees. Persuaded 
I am, that, whatever your religion may be, or your zeal for 
that religion — whatever your natural, manly, and constitu- 
tional hatred of slavish principles ; whatever your predilec- 
tion for your own creed may be, there is not a man of you 
who does not rejoice at the blessings which have flowed 
from the breaking down of the penal code. Some of you 
are old enough to remember this country in a state of the 
lowest degradation. Half a century back, it was so squalid 
and contemptible that any stranger, whom chance or curio- 
sity brought to our shores, entered it with terror and left it 
with disgust. No historian, no tour writer named Ireland 
but in terms of reproach. The code which caused this la- 
mentable condition has been broken in upon by Protestant 
liberality going hand in hand with Catholic zeal. It was a 
code calculated to degrade the Catholics, not merely to the 
state of the beasts of the field but far beneath them — to de- 
prive them not only of every natural and civil right, but of 
every thing that could improve or embellish the nature of 
man. Every inlet of knowledge was closed against them. 
No Roman Catholic could be taught even the rudiments of 
learning but upon the terms of abdicating his principles, and 
surrendering his conscience by renouncing his creed. Harsh 
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measures were adopted to keep their minds as groveiling as 
their personal condition was abject. Not a ray of light 
could approach them, except such pilfered literature as 
persecuted pedagogues could conif^, or such barbarous 
philosophy as could he supplied from foreign universities 
under the severest prohibitions, as if ignorance were an an- 
tidote to superstition — ^^as if the light of science would 
extinguish the light of the Gospel ! , 
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MR. BUSHE. 



Charles Kendal Busiie, the son of a 
clergyman of the estabHshed church, was 
born in the county of Kilkenny, in Ireland. 
He was educated in Trinity College, and 
after the usual process, called to the Irish 
bar, of which he now forms one of the most 
distinguished ornaments. Though some of 
the specimens which I have collected appear 
to me extremely beautiful, still it would be 
a great injustice to say that they conveyed 
anything like a perfect idea of his eloquence. 
To be properly appreciated, Mr. Bushe 
must be seen and heard. He is the living 
justification of Demosthenes^s dictiun — em- 
phatically, the orator of manner — his eye — 
his face — his gesture— his very hand speaks — 
all grace, all sweetness, all expression— his 
tongue, dropping manna, is perhaps the most 
silent organ of his oratory. Mr. Husme is 
now the solicitor-general of Ireland, and con- 
sidered by the unanimous decision of the 
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Irish bar, as the person upon whom the 
labours of the chief seat on the King^s Bench 
when it shall become vacant, ought to de- 
volve. No one who has studied his public 
life can doubt that he would by bis virtue, 
his learning, and his eloquence, at once dig- 
nify and adorn it. 

The leading speech which I have selected 
for publication, is one which he pronounced 
shortly after his call to the bar, ^n closing 
the first session of the Extern Historical 
Society. This society, which had nurtured 
some of the brightest ornaments of every 
liberal profession in Ireland, was exiled from 
the protection of college upon some vulgar 
pretence, by the gang of bigotted monks who 
even at that time anticipated the equally 
liberal orange loyalty which afterwards tore 
down ftom their walls the picture of the ve- 
nerable G rattan • The leading exiled mem- 
bers formed what they called an Extern 
Society, and to Mr. Bushe was delegated the 
duty of addressing them at the close of their 
first session. Dublin College never sustained 
such a loss as in the annihilation of the His- 
torical Society- Its avocations were those 
which naturally tempered the abstruseness 
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and liberalized the pedantry of the university 
studies, and its rewards distributed by the 
voice of the competitors themselves, encou- 
raged a noble and generous emulation^ Its 
results were inevitable. There was no man 
in the church or at the bar, who could 
not directly trace his success to the Histo- 
rical Society. The plan which I have 
adopted in those trifling preliminary notices 
naturally precludes a more minute detail 
of those who appear to me best to exem- 
plify the peculiar style of our natiopal elo- 
quence. I hope, sincerely, with every mem- 
ber of his profession, that the day may be 
far distant when Mr. Bushe shall become 
a legitimate subject for the parfegyric of 
his biographer. 
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Speech of Mr. Bushe^ delivered on Wednesday 
Evening, the 24th of June, 1794, being the close 
of the 24th Session of the Historical Society 
of the University of Dublin, instituted in the 
Year 1770. 



Gentlemen of the Historical Society. — I should be as 
much ashamed as I arn proud of addressing jou from the 
chair in your present outlawed and exiled situation, if I 
thought your present situation was the consequence of your 
own misconduct, or that you even shared with ^our persecu- 
tors in the disgrace of your separation from the university : 
for, however I am honoured by the presence of old mem- 
bers, I speak to students alone : their improvement was the 
original object of the institution ; for their sake has its dignity 
been asserted : they are to be injured by its suppression-"— 
they are to be benefitted by its preservation. I ' therefore 
wish to be considered as addressing myself to them, -and as 
considering this meeting not as a debating society from 
choice, self existing, but as the Historical Society of the 
'University of Dublin, in a state of involuntary and unfortu- 
nate separation from that body to which it would have owed 
allegiance, if it had received protection. — I am not, gentle- 
men, less conscious than the most inveterate part of your 
enemies or the most timid of your friends of the unfavour- 
able appearance which your assemblage in this room at the 
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first blush presents — I see in its full magnitude such an ob' 
ject as the students of the only university in the kingdom in 
a state of resistance and rebellion to the legal and authorised 
heads of that university. — 1 should be very much afraid there- 
fore of appearing your abettor in such a contest^ if I had a 
doubt on my mind of your being perfectly in the right, for it 
is a contest in which from the nature of the parties^ if yon 
had been 1 ess than entirely in the right you would have k»een 
entirely in the wrong. — As students you owe the board many 
duties-^they have such a claim to deference and obedience 
from you, that die smallest deviation on your part into 
wrongy or by your enemies into propriety would have given 
them the advantage over you which you hold over them — 
that superiority which you derive from rectitude of cause 
sanctions and enhances the honourable sitaation to which 
yonr partiality has called me, forbids nie to be ashamed of 
you or afraid of myself, or to know any other feelings at this 
moment but pride in you and gratitude to you. — You bave 
assembled in this room for four mouths since your espulsfon 
from the university^ and the respectable manner in which 
your meetings have been attended, the spirit with which 
literary objects have been pursued, and the decorum of your 
conduct which even ill treatment could not corrupt, have 
reflected upon your character that splendour which always 
illuminates merit in adversity.^— You have now dnproved 
and refuted the silly and timid predictions of those wko 
neither served nor complimented you when they fastidioasly 
pronounced that you could not exist out of Coltege-Gieei^ 
and who thought that the essence of the Historical Society 
was to be found only in the walls of the old priory of All^ 
Hallows* — You have taught such men that your essence was 
the spirit of an attic taste and elegant refinement, a spirit 
too subtle and too sublimed to be confined by the ^vish 
limits of circumscribecl locality. 
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I know very well that the connection between this institu* 
tion and the university was valuabte to both, and therefore, 
I lansent their disseveration ; but I cannot forget that the 
advantages which the institution derived from the university 
in the honor of its protection, or rather in the favxM* of ite 
connivance, have been as we feel of a capricious and transi- 
tory nature ; whereas those which the society has conferred 
upon the college are permanent, generous, and imperishable. 
To have improved their system of education, to have po- 
lished the severity of academic learning, to have reclaimed 
tfaeif youth from vicious and riotous pursuits by giving a 
taste for elegant knowledge, and n»aking literature the 
fashion ; — these are advantages of which they cannot be 
deprived^ even by themselves, and which they will continue 
to enjoy even after they have ceased to deserve. I should 
not dwell upon our merits or our sufferings, but that I am 
called upon to notice the falsified prediction of our dissolu- 
tion : the pang of separation was no doubt painful, and it is 
not surprising that some should have thought it mortal : but 
four months of health and life and vigor, have proved that 
the college, though the tabernacle of the institution, was not 
its vital principle, and that the man who thought otherwise, 
mistook what was the body for the soul. And yet, gentle- 
men, my heart laments the separation— -du/ce reminis'eiiur 
£7rgos— and while I am forced to vindicate you from the 
aspeirsion, that you would not exist out of the college, I 
I'egret that the vindication is necessary. I am sure you aH 
regret it with me, but I am equally sure that your feeling 
is the generous affliction which results from parting with an old 
friend, not the selfish anxiety which trembles on the alterna- 
tive of a painful sacrifice or a dishonourable existence. It 
is with much regret that I miss the usual and respectable 
attendance of the fellows of the college upon this occasion. 
Their avocations and their delicacy equally preventing them 
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from often attending at ordinary oi^etings; they, however, 
were never* before absent upon such occasions as the 
present, and it must doubtless have given a most pleasure- 
able sensation to those entrusted with national education, to 
think that on the eve of a vacation, when they were about 
to return their pupils to their parents for a season, the last 
scene in which they saw them employed, was, the conclu- 
sion of a year of voluntary application to the most elegant 
and the most useful branches of literature. Such a pleasure 
did they enjoy, such a sanction did they give for twenty-four 
years ; and from this recollection of their favour, do I claim 
the inference that they approved of the institution — they 
were not insensible of what an accession such an iostituttoo 
must )^e to any university — an institution which wonderfully 
refined and at the same time strengthened, tempering while 
it polished the system of collegiate study. By the elegant 
seductions of emulation, it tempered you to the study of 
belles lettres, and the habit of study once established, ex- 
tended itself to the other departments of education. 

It is a fact verified by the experience of you all, that 
almost without exception, the same young gentlemen have 
obtained the Mionours of the univeisitv and the honours of 
the society — our medals and their premiums have seldom 
gone into different hands. If any one is weak enough to saj 
that we did not serve the academical cause, he cannot be 
bold enough to say we injured it. Shall this be called aD 
uncollegiate institution because it has been the nursery of 
fellows themselves P I am old enough to remember almost 
all the present fellows active and sedulous members of our 
body : of late years there is scarcely an instance of a fellow 
being elected who did not beloVig to us. Those tongues 
have been loosed in the society whose, exertions at this day 
ijH^prove and embellish and give a character to the college 
pupil— ^^hose eloquence is besought by general treaty in the 
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cause of public charity — and rewarded by public gratitude. 
Often have I seen the candidate for that high situation come 
here to recreate his mind exhausted by the painful austerity 
of a week's scientific application, to relax his strained facul- 
ties in the elegant luxuries of an evening of polite literature, 
and make Wednesday as it were the sabbath of his labours, 
devoted to salutary rest and innocent indulgence. Often 
have I seen them after the elevated rank which their merits 
claimed had removed them from amongst us, return with 
kind condescension, and animate oui; pursuits by their pre- 
sence and encouragement, like the visits of those benignant 
spirits which are said to hover with a guardian influence 
round the scenes of their former fame, inspiring the conse- 
crated spot with wholesome awe and reverential emulation. 
I cannot but remember such things were; and when I think 
of such things — when I cannot shut my eyes upon the advan- 
tages this institution affords, and has afforded to the univer- 
sity, and to the world — when I recollect the sanction it has re- 
ceived from the Fellows of the college from its infancy till 
now — when I retrace the personal benefits which those men 
themselves have received from it, benefits no t>< forgotten by 
the gentlemen of the bar, or any other of the learned pro- 
fessions — when I cannot bring myself to think that an infa- 
mous ingratitude unknown to and disclaimed by those pro- 
fessions, finds a solitary welcome among the Fellows of 
Trinity College : — above all, when I recollect that we have 
been suffered now to exist for four months in spite of a 
menace uttered in a moment of resentment, and that the 
board have spared us that death-blow always in their power, 
and once their intention to inflict — when I put all this together, 
I cannot but infer, and it is with pleasure I make the inference, 
that the heads of the university at large are not hostile to the 
Hiatorical Society, that their late opposition has been owing 
to unfortunate misconceptions and to clouds of misrepresen- 

Y 
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tation daily dispensing — that some secret enemy has inter- 
posed a fiend-like malignity between us and that venerable 
body — some union of the rancorous activity of persecuting 
bigotry, with the phlegmatic torpor of fiigid and pedantic 
bad taste — some mind in natural hostility to genius, and 
habitual antipathy to elegance — some vile and dark subor- 
dinate agency rescued only from contemptibility by the 
more appropriate feeling of abhorrence, and hiding in insig- 
nificancy by the magnitude of the mischief it produces.— 
Impressed with this conviction I cannot smother an ardent 
hope that this institution will yet be restored to the univer- 
sity; that healing time will sooth all acrimonious recollec- 
tions, and that the honour and interests of both parties will 
be preserved and increased by a generous oblivion of the 
past, and a united perseverance for the future in the com- 
mon objects of both public improvement and national edu- 
cation. 

But let the cause or let the event be what it may, it behoves 
me, and you have a right to expect it of me, that I should 
take notice of the calumnies with which our enemies have 
poisoned the minds of the heads of the university, and vindi- 
cate our ancient and valuable society from the aspersions sent 
through the college and the world against us. If I did not 
to-night speak to your present situation, I should trifle with 
the partiality which elected me to the chair ; and to read 
you a cold lecture on your studies, when your existence is 
at stake — to write an essay on minute tactics when the 
republic is in danger, would be afFrontive to you and ridi- 
culous in me. And indeed, gentlemen, the charges brought 
against you are momentous, and the calumnies uttered 
against you are serious ; they are such as if believed would 
justify much severity, and if true — would justify any severity. 
And it is to these weighty accusations, the fabrications of 
your secret foe, that I must attribute the hostility of the 
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■ heads of the university ; for it is impossible to conceive naen 

£ of their high and dignified situation persevering in a pertina- 
cious and contemptible contest with youth, upon the merits 

li of frivolous etiquette or wounded punctilio. This must 

*• be pretence, and not the cause of quarrel.. The charge of 

ji disrespect to our superiors — the suspicion of having affronted 

^ the body, in the person of one of its members, are accusa- 

J tions so amply explained, are crimes, if committed, so fully 

! atoned for, that I cannot think it possible that the Fellows 

B of this day either believe' or remember them. There is 

r something so monstrous in the disproportion between the 

^ offence and the punishment — between an imagined or expi- 

^ ated disrespect and the total and eternal destruction of an 

tg inestimable good institution, that I will never suspect the 

. board of such gigantic injustice. I will never believe that 

even if we offended, offence on pur part necessitated outrage 
on theirs — that sages hold their wisdom on no better tenure 

^ than the discretion of boys, and that when we giddily 

^ touched the hem of their garments, their virtue went out of 

^ them. Men of feeling would be softened hy the generous 

r and ingenuous submission of youth in error — with the guard- 

g^ ians of learning a literary society would find favour — men of 

1 taste would be slow to punish, and would themselves be the 
^ advocates of genius and talent, and emulation — every muse 

would plead for her votaries. 
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** Carmine Di saperi placantur carmine manes.'' 

s . 

The best and the worst, the, highest and the low^st^ are 

^ assailable by penitence ; — ^heaven-taught mercy adorns them 

. sdl, and they are most like heaven when mercy seasons 

^ justice. I will not believe then that the seat of learning, of 

^ religion, is the only temple, of that savage inexorability, of 

^ that quenchless revenge in whose breast the worm never dies 
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and the fire is never extinguished. Gentlemen^ you my 
contemporaries, you my seniorn^ you who have known the 
institution for so many years, will you believe it that the 
Historical Society has been represented a political society, 
prophaned by a comparison with the whigs of the capital, 
united Irishmen, and such other jacobin associations? I ask 
you, would you have believed it ? It is, and to you it must 
appear a charge of such impudent falsehood, such diaboli- 
cal effrontery, that I should not condescend to notice it if 
the propagation of the slander had not been fatally effectual. 
As such we have bee'n represented to the board. It is 
possible they might have been imposed on, but they might 
and they ought to have been undeceived by the junior Fel- 
lows who so well know that it was false. As such we have 
been represented to those high and venerable characters the 
visitors of the university. Their arduous avocations and ele- 
vated stations rendered them the fittest subjects for the im- 
posture, and if they believed the tale, and they must have 
believed it if it came from plausible aud respectable autho- 
rity, they only did what was their duty at any time, and 
especially in those times, in taking every measure to suppress 
us. And yet, gentlemen, it would not, perhaps, have been 
inconsistent with even the highest dignity in-the state to have 
enquired into the truth of the representation, before it ven- 
tured on a rash and sudden decision. You know, gentle- 
men, that we would not have been found manufacturing 
pikes, or manufacturing sedition — that we hold no corres- 
pondences on political subjects — that we publish no reso- 
lutions, issue no manifestoes — we have suffered too lately 
by a violent and convulsive revolution, not to be counter 
I evolutionists in our hearts — and so far from favouring 
republican principles, our highest and most strenuous ambi- 
tion 19 to restore this goodly throne,* which has now 
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flourished through a dynasty of twenty-four years^ upon its 
ancient foundation: — no new-fangled equality sways us — 
the president is absolutely raised three full feet above his 
fellows — he is allowed to wear his hat, and it is not a bonnet 
rouge — we emulate by our ribbands the beautiful aristocra- 
tical emblems of the garter, the bath, and the thistle, at the 
humble distance of conferring them for real desert. Until 
our enemies frightened us, terror was never the order of the 
day. Poor Crawford, the poiter who kept the 'door, was 
neither a Federe^ soldier nor a Carmagnoi sentinel — and the 
old woman who swept the room was the only symptom of 
sansculoterie amongst us. Gentlemen, 1 cannot treat with 
more seiMousness this infamous and foolish accusation which 
shelters its audacity in its absurdity. I am proud to say it 
for you — and if I thought I could not say it with truth, I 
would not now fill this chair — that the Historical Society is 
composed of as loyal and constitutional meu as any other 
body whatsoever ; and I will venture to assert, that when 
this room is fi.lled with lord mayors and aldermen voting 
adulatory addresses and fawning congratulations, • the hom- 
age paid to the king and constitution is not more pure than 
the geherou* loyalty which beats high and honest in the 
liberal and ingenuoiis breasts of the educated youth of 
Ireland. 

It is very true that once in twenty-four years, apd but 
once, and that six years ago, the society entered upon a 
question of an irritable and modern complexion — and what 
was the consequence? Upon a hint from the board, the 
question was changed, and a law passed to prevent such 
questions in future. It is very true that in the discussion of 
an historical question^ the warm mind of a young man may 
be struck by some analogy to present times, and be tempted 
into observations which in cooler moments he might disap- 
prove : even this has happened very seldom, and never 
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passed unreprehended. But suppose it to have happened 
sooner, would it justify the total annihilation of such an insti- 
tution ? 

These indiscretions take place in sager and graver assem- 
blies'very often. Thej often occur in parliament, yet would 
the accidental license of speech in parliament justify the 
crown in the violent and total abolition of popular represen- 
tation and national discussion ? Were that the case, perhaps 
this room might now hold an insulted and exiled senate 
supported like you by public opinion and public utility, and 
protected like you from menaced destruction by the justice 
of its cause. No, gentlemen, there is an end to freedom, 
both in great and small communities, if executives run riot 
at this rate and are ready to lift their exterminating arms on 
every occasion when that faint boundary is transgressed which 
separates a necessary liberty and a possible licentiousness. — 
Another of the crimes imputed to the society, and that which 
was urged with most warmth because with most sincerity, is 
the independence of its constitution : and the sacrifice of your 
extern members was required from you as rendering your 
institution too independent of college discipline. The 
danger and criminality of this independence is one of the 
modern and late discoveries which do so much honour to the 
liberality and ingenuity of the learned heads of the univer- 
sity : for, during the twenty-four years that we have existed, 
the objection never before occurred to that acute body who 
have hitherto, with a culpable passiveness, submitted to the 
inconveniences of solid benefit and practical respect without 
looking tor theoretical mischief and speculative rebellion in 
the organization of our institution. 

I shall not now repeat the arguments which I and others 
have so often urged to prove the cruelty, the absurdity, and 
the meanness which would attach to you if you gave up 
your extern members. The absurdity of dreading danger 
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from the few externs \iho could attend your meetings — the 
illiberality of dreading it, even if all your externs could 
attend — and the folly of supposing* that men became unfit 
aod exceptionable members of an assembly in proportion as 
they advance in years, aind recede from juvenility, together 
with the extensive affront offered to many hundreds of gen- 
tlemen scattered through the different walks of life, are 
topics which it would be easy to detail. But if I thought it 
at this day a question with you — if I thought it necessary to 
argue again— if I imagined your miuds were not completely 
made tip as to the preservation of our dignity and your own, 
I would not condescend to waste a sentence upon men so 
callous in heart and so dull in understanding. But let me 
repeat what I cannot say too often, that the voluntary 
nature of this association, the independence of its constitu- 
tion^ is the essence of such an institution as this ; every thing 
that would abridge th^X freedom would go towards your de- 
struction : every thing that would make you more a colle* 
giate appendage would make you less The Historical 
Society: your pursuits, which are the Belles Lettres, 
languished in college — they have flourished in this society : — 
they can never be forced in any soil — the principle of emu- 
lation alone can produce them, and emulation is neither 
solitary nor compulsory : if it is attempted to be applied to 
insulated individuals, it will perish, like the electric shock, 
the moment it is communicated, and never go beyond the 
person who receives it : *if one spark is struck in a society 
united and connected by the chain of sympathetic ambition, 
it will run through them all from the first to the last, and 
every man of them will feel its influence tingle through 
him. 

The Belles Lettres never can be studied academically — it 
is impossible ; The muse, the most elegant of inspirations — 
like love, the most generous of passions, « 

Y 4 I 



326 ' IRISH £LOQI}ENCE. 

" At sight of college ties, 
<< Spreads its light wlDgs and in a moment flies.'' 

Imagine the thing and the consequence of it. — What 
would you think of private tuition for public speaking- 
quarterly examinations in epic — protections in pathos- 
chamber pastorals — premiums in elegy — certificates in epi- 
gram — and evening lectures on the sublime ? — No, gentle- 
men, it never could succeed. — Witness your Livy never 
read by yourselves, and your themes never read by your 
examiners — witness your declamations and your disputations 
never heard by any body and ridiculed by every body, the 
trite and common jest of tutor and of pupil. — Such were the 
only shadows of the shades of history, oratory, and composi- 
tion which were to be traced in the Irish university before 
the establishment of this society. 

In this abject and hopeless situation lay the case of polite 
literature, without an exertion in the wish, of perhaps in the 
power of its legitimate and chartered protectors : when/ 
like your countrymen, you sprung up volunteers, and now that 
you have succeeded, now that you have, like them, brought 
back the lost palladium and' erected the altar of Irish 
freedom, the very men who have been benefitted by your 
toils, the very men who were proud to be reckoned in your 
ranks, and whose present splendour of situation is but a 
reflection from the lustre of that array, with a mixed effron- 
tery and ingratitude labour to decry you, and attempt to dis- 
arm you. Preserve, then, your independence, and to pre- 
serve it preserve your externs : in moments of danger, and 
you see such moments may come, your veteran legion who 
have survived the control of the ferula must be your refuge; 
you have spirit enough yourselves, but with your enemies 
your spirit will be your crime, and your youth will be your 
punishment : do not be imposed upon by the illiberal insinu- 
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ation that the externs have adhered to you from a principle 
of selfish and desperate tenacity vindictive in them and fatal 
to you. Do not believe that men disseminated through the 
ivorld, and by the world dissevered from you, can rally 
round you at this moment from any motive but your good : 
gratitude to the institution, and that a lively gratitude which 
survives the moment of beniefaction is the only bond of con- 
nexion between you and us : we derided, and you deride the 
ridiculous appeal to our generosity, and which has called 
upon us to sacrifice ourselves an oblation to the incensed 
divinities and a peace offering to you. But we suspect 
meanness when it preaches heroism, and we laugh at cor- 
ruption indicating patriotism : be assured we do not wait 
their call to devote ourselves for your good, nor should we 
decline the part of Curtius if the gulf was to close only upon 
ourselves which we know would yawn the wider for you. — 
What is our crime that we should be thus afi^ronted by a 
general proscription, by an indiscriminate expulsion in our 
advanced life from that institution which our youth created, 
preserved, and adorned : that those names, those thousand 
names, should be ignominiously obliterated, whose exertions, 
whose labours, whose honours swell the numerous volumes 
now piled upon your table, at once displaying the glories 
and antiquity of your institution : those names — but we will 
forgive our enemies every thing sooner than the necessity 
they have imposed upon us of thus Iflazoning ourselves :«— 
Let panegyric, then, like satire, tread in the Flaminian 
way. — Will you consent to ajQTront your dead ? Will you 
stoop to stigmatize, with posthumous disgrace, those de- 
parted friends, consecrated in your elegies and embalmed by 
every tender memorial ? Will you suffer that malignity 
which spares not even the sanctuary of the grave to insult 
the manes of your Temple Emmett? — ^That name to this 
institution, to his profession, to his country *^ carum et 
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venerabile ; that loss which has been irreparable ; but tint 
like the alternate lustre of the twin constellations, when he 
sunk beneath the horizon he left a brother luminary to 
irradiate the hemisphere. 

Let me remark, that the heads of the university have 
seemed to feel on this occasion towards the professional 
gentlemen once educated under them in a manner which is 
not warranted by our feelings (I will answer for one) towards 
them : there appears to uie something very illiberal and un- 
kind in supposing that all connexion or regard towards the 
university is to perish at the conclusion of our studies, and 
that when we cease to be preceptor and pupil we enter into 
a new relation of mutual suspicion and ill will, and that it 
becomes impertinent in us to think any more about them: I 
own I cannot think so : as an Irish gentleman I have a right 
to be interested in the Irish university : I feel that I cannot 
wean my heart from a fond recollection of that seminary in 
which I passed four happy and improving years, in which I 
formed those friendships and connexions now forming the 
happiness of my life. 

Thus to turn out and expose her grown up children, and 
that for an affected partiality for the younger brood, who 
will to-morrow or next jlay be turned out themselves, savours 
less of the Alma Mater than the Injusta Noverca : rather 'tis 
the animal maternal feeling of the brute creation, savage and 
instinctive, which almost perishes with the season of gesta- 
tion, never survives that of nutrition, selfishly loves their 
offspring while they relieve the pathora of its situation, and 
then turns them wild into the forest to mix with them here- 
after in unnatural promiscuous love or unnatural ptomis- 
cuous war. 

I have now remarked upon those slanders uttered against 
an institution which originate in malignity of heart : but 
malice was nbt our only foe, it called in dullness and bad 
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taate to its aid, and from this triple alliance, from this 
mischievous conclave issued that rescript of barbarism, viz. 
^' That we were to be suppressed because oratory was an 
anti-collegiate study." If oratory is not detrimental to man- 
kind it cannot be anti-collegiate, except it be proved by 
college logic that what is honourable and useful and digni- 
fying to man is unfit for the study of youth, that every thing 
eligible is best taught negatively, and that no instruction is 
equal to learning by contradictions : but there are men who 
have even put it to issue whether oratory has been useful to 
mankind, and have reasoned eloquently against eloquence : in 
what department of life, then, lies the danger of this fasci- 
nating destruction ? Did St. Paul mistake the spirit of 
Christianity when he spake with the tongues of angels and 
of men f Has religion, has charity, suffered by the eloquence 
of Kirwan ? That great man revived, if he did not create, 
pulpit eloquence : — The dulness of mankind had conspired 
with their vices ,to fetter the pulpit in the shackles of inex- 
ertion. — The smallest attempt at composition was spurned 
at as conceited — any attempt at oratory derided as theatrical 
— stupidity became orthodoxy — and genius reluctantly 
bridled itself at the peril of heresy : — but the mighty powers 
of that man, and a few more, broke down the despotism of 
prejudice — and what was the consequence — churches over- 
flowed, religion disdained not the aid of talents — with a holy 
indignation he smote the haughty ones of the earth and de- 
nounced them before their God. Pride, like Felix, trembled 
before him : his eloquence, at once pathetic and command- 
ing, opened all the sources of compassion and forced all the 
fortresses of vice — -flinty avarice, callous profligacy, selfish 
ambition, saucy presumption, all melted before him, their 
tears and their alms flowed plenteously; captivity was re- 
leased, the fatherless and orphan were adopted, the widow's 
heart sung for joy. — Nor did it end here, the example was 
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infectious^ a sanctified emulation ran through the profession; 
universal exertion took place, and universal benevolence has 
follovi^ed it, and public charity has become the characteristic 
of this country. Bring me, then, the muddy-headed and 
cold-hearted divine who tells you that oratory is anti- 
collegiate and anti-clericaly and I will tell him that be is 
unfit for his high calling because his soul warms not his 
intellect in the discharge of it. He will never do that good 
to others which is the essence of his duty. — He may serve 
out dull homilies with the phlegm of a Dutchman and the 
graces of an automatan — He may laboriously entangle the 
simple beauties of the Gospel in the embarrassing mazes of 
a learned controversy, and profane its mysteries by pre- 
sumptuous explication — he may make the Prophecies a 
riddle-book and the Revelations a conundrum, and think 
himself like Edipus entitled, in virtue of his blindness, to 
solve the enigma : but he is not the sanguine, the zealous, 
the effipient, that officer of the Almighty that is to turn 
many to righteousness, and whose reward is promised to be 
that he shall shine, like the sjtars for ever and ever. 

Bar eloquence L hear is also cried down — to study it is 
anti-collegiate, to practice it is anti- professional — good 
English mduces suspicion of shallowness — but oratory is 
prima facie evidence oi ignorance — the black letter and the 
belles lettres are uncongenial — ornament is midemeanour-— 
and eloquence^ high treason. Such is the vile and senseless 
cant that assails the most liberal professions, and labours to 
illiberalize and degrade them. Such an opinion is the off- 
spring of a vulgar and technical mind — 

<* Whose genius never soared beyond 

" The narrow rules of art his youth had conned ; 

*' And to long practice obstinately warm, 

'* Swspects conviction and relies on form." 
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Such a man deprecates the genius which he does not 
possess, and over-rates the handicraft he is equal to : he 
\<rould sheer a splendid profession of its beams, and cut it 
down to trade : but such a man has mistaken his trade — let 
him article himself to an attorney, or confine himself to 
special pleading, and at his desk range through the variety 
of forensic intricacy ; on that foundation let him build his 
trade, and enjoy it too, " anything herein contained to the 
contrary thereof, in anywise, notwithstanding." 

But I will not believe that the profession I preferred, 
because I thought it most liberal, is such a low mechanic 
craft as this — I will not give up the Burghs, and the 
Erskines, and the Currans of the profession, to those fair 
jurisprudents and learned applicants of the law who scorns 
the genius that scorns them. The orations of such men will 
live while the language does, when the sculls and the 
parchments of the others shall have mouldered together, and 
the saucy grave digger, and saucier critic will say, " This 
might have been the head of a lawyer — where now be your 
quipps and your quiddities — is that the fine of your fines and 
the recovery of your recoveries?" The orations of Cicero 
are young at this day, almost in their two thousandth year. 
Peelius Corvinus atque Poplicola, who were, I suppose, 
the black-letter men of th#ir days, qui excidavere causes 
latine, are only known or preserved by a line in a poem, 
which perhaps, their gravity would have despised. 

To elicit the fair and lovely forms of justice and equity from 
tecnical imprisonment — to dig out the ore of the principle 
from the rubbish of the practice — to polish the severity and 
decorate the nakedness of law — to call in the feeling of the 
heart to the aidj>f the understanding bewildered by profes- 
sional intricacy — to preserve the invaluable trial by jury by 
working and keeping alive the feelings and passions of jurors 
— to advocate the oppressed — to vindicate the persecuted — 
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to thunder a terrifying eloquence into the ear of a W 
heartedy corrupt, or weak judge — or when a high haoU 
and inflated prerogative lawyer from the bench threats 
public liberty in the person of the individual, to maketk 
cause of the cheat the cause of the country, and shield du 
constitution from the abuses of the law — >these arethekigi 
behests of legal eloquence — this the high calling of the 
advocate. 

I shall tremble for my country when the practice or tk 
study of oratory is cried down — ^its glory and its liberty wl 
not long survive. He is but a poor official politician, vA 
his heart cannot embrace a comprehensive conception win 
can see danger in the exercise of public talent. Such pol 
ticians, however, there are, who with the talents of a guagtf 
would grasp or direct the sceptre with that hand wbick 
should wield the dipping rule. Politics would be to sod 
men as narrow a science as law, and eloquence would be 
little necessary in either ; they would feel much fastito 
ness but Uttle inspiration. 

When the British senate wrung with the eloquence oi 
Burke, or Sheridan, proclaiming the wrongs — advocating 
the liberties — and clamouring for tlie redress of the distant 
millions of Africa and Indostan — ^^when England building i 
new character upon the genius %f her sons^ not raised opd 
the spoils of a sordid commerce, or the trophies of ad^ 
structive conquest, rose over the admiring world the arbitresi 
of justice-— the emporium of humanity. What would tix 
enemy of eloquence feel when G rattan, asserting th^ iiA 
pendence of a nation, and adjusting the unballanced Ubertie 
of an empire, with the magic of his fire-touched tong« 
terrifies one country into justice, and inspirits another inH 
freedom — ^when die awfulness of his virtues rushing majestv 
and overbearing upon the wings of his geniiis^ impresses ao 
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coulrouls — and the flashes of his mind, like the lightnings of 
heaven, rapid and luminous, dazzle and astonish. 

These are times when the politician should be no petty 
pedling ex officio character : these are not times to decry 
talent and repudiate genius — the political theatre is now 
grand — the drama tragic and eventful — no paltry change of 
ministry is the change of scene — no pantomime contest for 
glory occupies the stage, but the nations of the earth are at 
issue upon the elementary essences of their governments, and 
the whole world seems to labour with the birth of some new 
and virgin principle to which the nations look forward as if 
it came with healing on its wings abolescent of sanguinary 
old systems and salvatory to mankind. Gentlemen, I have 
spoken too long, but my subject was not confined, for I had 
to vindicate you and your pursuits. I shall conclude by ex- 
pressing a fervent hope that when I meet you next, it may 
be in your former abode. I will never deny myself the hope 
of your reconcilement to the heads of the university : they 
are a learned and venerable body, you are a valuable and 
deserving institution : I trust every thing to their temper and 
your spirit ; I hope much too from the returned interference 
of the respectable character whose absence always to be 
lamented is when occasioned by ill health, a double source 
of regret. He was the early and constant friend of this 
institution : the object of his academic reign has been to 
liberalize academic study both by bis authority and example: 
the favourite of the muses has been always their advocate 
and his own genius interests him in the protection of yours. 
But I see*^ what checks me from pursuing this subject : let 
me then repeat that I lament the act of your resistance, and 
if I was to take it by itself I could not approve of it ; but I 
cannot take by itself on this or any other cause the mere act 

*Mr. HatchinsoD, whose father was the person alluded to. 
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of rebellion to higher powers without considering the events 
which led to it or those which may follow it^ and pass an 
abrupt and unqualified condemnation on the disobedience : 
I have no private interests to promote by fawning before the 
heads of the university : I have not in my heart that mixture 
of selffshness and deference that I should bow to power and 
be unforgiving in spirit : my * mind is not of that plaiietory 
character which describing respectful orbits round the 
exalted and splendid, andi^iving in the light of their couute- 
dance, still turns faithfully at home on its own axis. I am 
not disposed to cavil at or to fear those luminous aberrations 
from system which shoot now and then with eccentric lustre 
from their sphere, portentous and terrific to bigotry and 
ignok'ance and superstition, but filling the enlightened mind 
with sublime speculations and grand conceptions. 



Injustice of the Measure of Union. 

I STRIP this formidable measure of all its pretences and 
its i^gravaiions ; I look at it nakedly and abstractedly, and 
I see nothing in it but one question — will you give up the 
country? — I forget for a moment the unprincipled means 
by which it has been promoted, I pass by for an instant the 
unseasonable moment at which it was introduced^ and the 
contempt of parliament upon which it is bottomed, and I 
look upon it simply as England reclaiming, in a moment of 
your weakness, that dominion which you extorted from her 
in a moment of your virtue, a dominion which she uniformly 
abused, which invariably oppressed and impoverished you, 
and from the cessation of which you date all your prosperity. 
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It is a measure which goes to degrade the country by say- 
ing it is unworthy to govern itself, and to stultify the par- 
liament, by saying it is incapable of governing the country. 
It is 'the revival of the odious and absurd title of conquest ; 
it is the renewal of the abominable distinction between 
mother country and colony which lost America; it is the 
denial of the rights of nature to a great nation, from an 
intolerance of its prosperity. — No man would be so frantic 
as to state as an abstract proposition,, that Ireland is physi'- 
cally disfranchised from the common privileges of nations. 
If you stated to a native of a foreign natipn that a country, 
containing a population of nearly five millions of inhabitants, 
and a territory of nearly nineteen millions of English acres, 
inhabited by a brave and generous people, blest by nature 
with a fertile soil, and every aptitude for commercial pros- 
perity and domestic wealth, was physically incapable of go- 
verning itself, that foreigner would laugh at you. If you 
stated that a country containing relatively nearly a half of the 
population of Great Britain, though scarcely a third of its 
territory, and containing a metropolis at least the fourth city 
in Europe, exceeding in extent and population the capitals 
of his majesty's imperial allies, the Emperors of Russia and 
Germany, was by nature doomed to provincial inferiority, 
and was radically disqualified from governing, itself, you 
would pronounce a libel upon a bountiful Providence, and 
a libel that would not be endured. 



On the Natural tendency of a Revolutionary 

Society to Disorder. 

WHAT man can answer for himself in going into such a 
self-constituted political society ? His first steps are deli- 
berate— his motives are good — his passions warm as he pro- 

z 



336 IRISH ELOQUENCE. 

ceeds — the applause, never given to moderation, intoxicates 
him — the vehemence of debate elates, and the success of 
eloquence inflames him — he begins a patriot — he ends a 
revolutionist. Is this fancy, or history i I well remember, 
who can forget — the first national assembly of France? 
Composed of every thing the most honourable, gallant, 
venerable, and patriotic in that kingdom ; called together for 
the noblest and the purest purposes, the nobility and the 
prelacy united with the representatives of the people, and 
the three estates promised the regeneration of the country. 
What was the result? The wise, and the good, and the 
virtuous, were put down or brought over by the upstart and 
the' factious and the demagogue : they knew not the length 
they were going; they were drawn on by an increasing 
attraction — ^step after step and day after day — to that vortex 
in which have been buried even the ruins of every establish- 
ment, religious and political, and from whose womb has 
sprung that colossal despotism which now frowns upon maa- 
kind. What^has become of that gallant nobility? Where 
are the pious prelates of that ancient Jcingdom ? One by one 
and crowd by crowd, they have fallen on the scaffold, or 
perished by insurrection. Some, less fortunate^ dri^ out a 
mendicant exile in foreign lands ; and others, condemned to 
a harder fate, have taken refuge in a tyrant's court, and are 
expiating the patriotism of dieir early beings by the servility 
of their latter days. *********** 
# # * # # What man, in a popular arid self-con- 
stituted assembly, would venture to interrupt ? The very 
nature and constitution of the assembly generates danger wi 
encourages excess. Compare such a constitution with the 
established authorities of the land, all controuled, confined to 
their respective spheres, balancing and gravitating to each 
other — all symmetry— all order — all harmony. Behold, on 
the other hand, this prodigy in the political hemisphere, wi^ 



MR. BUSHE. 337 

eccentric course and portentous glare, bound by no attrac- 
tion — disclaimbg any orbit — disturbing the system and 
afirighting tbe world. 



Advantages to Ireland of a resident Parlia- 
ment AND Assertion of her Claims to the 
Confidence of England. 



IS it from centuries of wrong that you predicted the af- 
fection of her present proposal, and because her people are 
unanimous in offering you an Union, are you to forget that 
they were unanimous in refusing you a free trade } What is 
tbe meaning of that argument which says, while her power 
was qualified, her treatment of you has been oppressive, but 
when it becomes absolute, her conduct will be generous ? — 
What reasoning is that which calls upon you to surrender an 
institution which has procured you every thing, and submit 
to a country which has denied you every thing ? Will any 
one believe that all this was done because you had a^ parlia- 
ment, and that too \ parliament until the other day so 
shackled by Poyning's law, and the 6th of George the 1st, 
that it was barely nominal, and that the moment you cease 
to have a parliament, a golden age of justice and liberality is 
to succeed i This argument is beyond my comprehension, 
and yet how has Ireland advanced and improved even under 
all these discouraging circumstances ? In- one hundred years 
her population has increased near three millions and a half, 
tbe face of the country has changed, this majestic city has 
risen in the midst of it ; Ireland has sprung and vegetated under 
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the foot that trampled her ; her physical energies could not be 
kept down — compression seems to have given vigour to the ef- 
forts which she made, to recover her natural dimensions, and 
at last she burst from her confinement, and became herself in 
the year 1782 — this has been the result of the gradual but con- 
stant victories obtained by a resident parliament over the pre- 
judices of a foreigu one, and since 1782 the progress has not 
been gradual but rapid — shall then the stationary prosperity, 
or slow advances of Scotland in seventy or eighty years, be 
attributed to nothing but her Union, and shall the race of 
Ireland to improvement in seventeen short years, be attri- 
buted to every thing but her independence ? What Ireland 
might be now, if she had been differently treated, is a picture 
for the "fancy. Had her constitution not been fettered — ^had 
her commerce not been crippled — had her character been 
respected — what would she have been at this day ? An Irish 
imagination dwells on the speculation with fond conjecture; 
but how does the picture exhibit itself to an English fancy? 
Ireland, says the Castle manifesto, might have grown too 
great to be governed. Ireland, say the arguments of this 
night, has, in her greatness, a tendency to separation. Base, 
ungrateful, and cowardly slander ! It seems to me, Mr. 
Speaker, as if the confessions of the Irish Directory, as ap- 
pearing upon the r^ort of the secret committee, had been 
gotten by heart, and committed to memory,, for the speeches 
of this night. This is one of the topics of that directory; 
the answer of one of those unfortunate men, now in exile, 
is : that Ireland has outgrown her connexion with England, 
The Castle takes up the text, and preaches upon it; and we 
hear that Ireland may grow too great to be governed. — 
Amiable and candid consistency of argument ! that in one 
breath states the Union to be the means of making us great, 
happy, and powerful ; and in the other says, we are to be 
made greater than we are, for fear we should grow too great 
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to be governed. But is there in Ireland's greatness that 
tendency to separation ? Let your memories refute the 
calumny — What was the case of 1782 ? England was pros- 
trate — or to use Lord Minto's technical phrase, in duress ; 
Ireland was, as far as depended upon England, dnfenceless; 
as far as depended upon herself, invincible — there were 
scarcely regular troops enough in the country to mount the 
Castle guard — eighty thousand men bristled in arms — inva- 
sion was threatened and averted — the British sun seemed to 
have set — the empire was dismembered — America had been 
dissevered — Lord Cornwallis's sword was left in the care of 
general Washington ; the combined fleets swept the channel, 
and frowned upon the coast, and what was the conduct of 
Ireland ? Separation ? Oh no ! An acclaiming people cheered 
a loyal parliament, and the sentiment of standing or falling 
with Great Britain echoed from one end of the island to the 
other. What was the case of the year 1798 ? — No one can 
forget that day. The contagion of French principles which 
had spared no part of Europe, and no part of this empire, 
reached Ireland — the republican faction meditated separa- 
tion : the resident parhament investigated the conspiracy and 
armed the executive with vigorous authority ; in a few weeks 
forty thousand men rose in arms at the call of British con- 
nexion. The zeal ran so high, and the spirit was so buoyant, 
that parliament was obliged to check its exuberance, and a 
motion of the honourable baronet who moved this amend- 
ment for an increase of the yeomanry was resisted and ne- 
gatived. All ranks, all professions, all ages, thronged to the 
standard, and the rebellion was put down. While England 
has run the race of dominion, Ireland has run the race of 
connexion — I trust she never may retrace her steps. — Was 
separation then in 1798, the tendency of the Irish gentry ? 
and is it for that that an Irish parliament cannot be suffered 
to exist ? Was it for separation that the dangers and fatigues 
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of a military life were embraced and courted ? Was it for 
separation that the merchant left hit counting-house and the 
student his college for the camp ? Was it for separation that 
the youth of the university sprang to arms with the inge- 
nuous ardour of the young heart, and that the spring-bud of 
the nation put forth its eager and its tender head to brunt the 
storm ? — Oh no ! — ^The country was saved because there 
was a standard erected in it, round which the Irish gentry 
loved to rally, and that standard was British connexion. 

What is it we are called upon to give up ? I speak not 
of national pride or dignity ; I declaim not upon theoretical 
advantages ; but I tell you, that you are called upon to give 
up that municipal parliament which ha? procured you within 
the memory of you all municipal advantages which no foreign 
parliament can supply. We hear of nothing but imperial topics 
—Good God, is the parliament nothing but an instrument 
of taxation ? Is nothing understood of a House of Com- 
mons but that it is an engine for raising money out of the 
pockets of the subject and throwing it into the coffers of the 
crown ? Take up any volume of your statutes upon that 
table, you will find the municipal acts of parliament in the 
proportion of more than forty to one to the imperial : what 
has, within the memory of many men alive, changed the face 
of your land ? What has covered a country of pasture with 
tillage ? What has intersected an impassable country with 
roads f What has nearly connected by inland navigation the 
eastern channel with the western ocean ? A resident parlia- 
ment : — this is not theory — look at your statutes and your 
journals, and there is not one of those improvements which 
you cannot trace to some document of your own public 
spirit now upon that table, and to no other source or cause 
under heaven ; can this be supplied in Westminster — could 
a committee of this house make a road in Yorkshire ? — No, 
nothing can supply a resident parliament watching over 
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national improvement, seizing opportunities, encouraging 
manufacture, commerce, science, education, and agriculture, 
appljing instant remedy to instant mischief, mixing with the 
constituent body, catching the sentiment of the public mind, 
reflecting public opinion, acting upon its impulse and regu- 
lating its excess. 



Ludicrous Description of the Law Officers of 

THE Court of Excheauer. 

THE menial servants of the court are the officers of 
whom Baron George gives evidence. That high officer, the 
crier, is the first ; according to Lord Coke, the court and 
chief judge are deeply interested that he should well and 
truly cry^ when he calls the witnesses to the book, and the 
jurors to the box, and the plaintiffs to be non-suited ; then 
follows the tipstaff, an important personage, who beareth a 
black rod surmounted with silver and chaseth away the idle 
boys! Last appears the court-keeper, a comely matron, 
belonging, by the statute of Westminster, exclusively to the* 
chief baron, and to whom no junior baron can lay claim, 
unless when ** my lord is out of town ;" and she too is ap- 
pointed by virtue of the reasonableness of the common law, 
because, as Lord Coke says, '' the law doth ever appoint 
those that have the greatest skill and knowledge to perform 
that which is to be done" Gentlemen, if you laugh, it is 
time for me to sit down. I am ashamed of tliis levity, if this 
part of the case has become ridiculous, it is not our fault. 
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Ridicule of the prophecied Improvement to be 

DERIVED BY THE IrISH PARLIAMENT FROM US 
AMALGAMATION WITH THAT OF ENGLAND. 



THE pure and incorruptible virtue of the ministers caa- 
not bear the prospect of such corruptions and that they may 
not see it^ they plunge into the midst of it : they are Pla- 
tonists in politics ; the gross sensualities of the connexion 
disgust them, but the pure and spiritual indulgences of the 
Union delight them. Their romantic virtue emulates the 
Roman fame, and the Irish Curtius dashes at the gulph^ aud 
would rather let the castle close upon himself than upon bis 
country. I own^ I always suspect this furious virtue ; the 
morals of prudery are always problematical. When I see 
this pliable patriotism, declaiming with surly indignation 
to-day, and cringing with supple adulation to-morrow — ^in 
the morning Diogenes growling in his tub^ in the evening 
^Aristippus fawning in the antichamber, I always suspect 
there is something behind the curtain more than meets the. 
eye. I would ask some one of those enlarged and liberal 
politicians, does he think that the simple executive govern- 
ment which is to fc^e left in Ireland will be an improvement 
upon our situation^ and whether he knows of no method to 
reform the parliament, except by annihilating it ? The noble 
lord may instruct him by retracing the speculations of his 
youthful days, and supply him with some of those plans of 
reform which would not have cost him half so much trouble 
to carry as the extinctioa of the parliament. But what is to be 
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the transfiguration of this parliament which is to glorify it, 
and how is this corruptible to put on incorruption ? It is 
sentenced to death — in Ireland it is to suffer the death of a 
felon, but its resurrection in Westminster, in the midst of 
angel purity and immaculate innocence, is it seems to com- 
pensate the loss of existence, and contrast the immoralities of 
its life. Alas ! sir, have these high priests of the new dis- 
pensation revealed the truth to us as to this paradise of 
Westminster ? Do they know the British parliament who 
thus speak ? Do they think there is there no borough 
patronage, or borough representation i Do they suppose 
there are no placemen ? Do they conceive it a pool of 
Bethesda, in which our impurities are to be cleansed f Do 
they forget that this immaculate parliament, more than 
twenty years ago, declared by a vote, that the influence 
of the crown had increased among them, was increasing, 
and ought to be diminished ? Do they forget that the pre- 
sent prime minister declared eighteen years ago, that unless 
that assembly wass radically reformed the empire was lost? 
Do they know that it has never been reformed since f And 
do they think that one hundred Irish transplantations will 
reform it ? Have they ever considered that there ministerial ' 
influence predominates so efiectually, that the opposition has 
seceded in despair? Have they ever visited this exhibition of 
pure representation ? Have they ever looked at Mr. Pitt go- 
verning that assembly by his nod, and scarcely concealing 
his own actual despotism within the forms of the consti- 
tution ? 
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Reply to the Charge of Jacobinism made by Mr. 
Plunket against the Attorney and Solicitor Ge- 
neral of Ireland for resisting the right of the Chief 
Baron to the Appointment of Clerk of the Pleas, 
in his Court. 



/ 



THE weight of the censure which has fallen on us is in- 
creased in proportion to the height from which it has de- 
scended. It has come from the counsel of a chief judge of 
the land : from the lips of one of the most illustrious indi- 
viduals in this country ; from a member of the united par- 
liament ; from a man whose inimitable advocacy is but se- 
condary to that high character for integrity and talent, 
which he has established for himself and for our nation 
— upon whose accents ** the listening senate'' hangs — widi 
whose renown the entire empire resounds. From such a 
man^ censure is censure indeed. I call then upon him not 
to stop half way in the discharge of his duty. If we are 
tyrannical and oppressive — if we have revived and tran- 
scended the worst precedents of the worst days of preroga- 
tive — I call upon him in the name of justice — of our 
ancient friendship, and of our common country — I call 
upon him by every obligation which can bind man^ to im- 
peach us. If he be not our prosecutor he becomes our 
accomplice. He is bound to call us to the bar of that 
senate^ where he will be on his legs and we shall be upon 
our knees ; and if his accusation be true our heads are due 
to justice. The character of the chief baron has been re- 
deemed by me ; I have rescued the character of the court of 
Exchequer ; I have vindicated my own ; one yet remains — 
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the character of Mr. Plunket himself — and therefore I call 
upon him in support of his high reputation^ to bring us to 
Westminster where impeachment is constitutional — where 
he will hold his high place and the lofty port which becomes 
him. — I call upon him to assume the senator and the patriot 
and assert his rank in that august assembly. To none has 
that high station which he holds in it given more delight than 
to me. I rejoice in it as an attached and ardent friend^ and 
as an Irishman I exult in a man who has exalted the cha- 
racter of our country in the senate as high as another illus- 
trious countryman has raised it in the field. Let hi^ not 
stop at the charge which he has made in this place — let him 
follow it up — " non progredi est regredi" — he must either 
give up with shame this unjust attack upon the servants of 
the crown^ or he must follow up his duty as a member of 
parliament and carry us before the bar of the Commons. — 
Lftt him do so — we are not afraid — Mere, at leasts the judi- 
cial determination shall not be upon the hearing of one party. 
Let him remember that the charge is illegality, jacobinism 
and revolution, and that the crime is disrespect to what he 
calls the adjudication of the court of Exchequer ! The very 
neighbourhood of Westminster hall ought to make him pause. 
What ! state within^ its preciiv::ts, that a court of Exchequer 
in Irelanpl had made a solemn determination in a case where 
one party was not present and where the other presided ! — 
The very walls of Westminster hall would utter forth a groan 
at such an insult to the judicial character — the very monu- 
ments would yield up their illustrious dead-— and the shades 
of Mansfield, and of Somers, of Holt and of Hale, would 
start from their tombs to rebuke the atrocious imputation. 
I must call upon him to go on — but if he should— -I tell this 
Wellii^ton of the senate, he will \)o so at the peril of his 
laurels — I tell him, they are' foredoomed to wither to the 
root. 
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Possible consequences to the connexion, if the pos- 
terity of the Suicidal Irish Parliament should ever 
learn that the Liberties of their Country were 
compromised by the vilest Corruption. 



LET me adjure the noble lord to weigh well and consider 
deeply the probable permanency of a measure so conducted; 
let me implore him to avail himself of the passing experience 
of bis own days^ and of the instructions which history may 
afFord him^^and when he sees volcanic revolutions desolating 
the face of the political worlds the first elementary principles 
of society loosening and dissolving, and empires not built 
upon the liberties of the people crumbling into dust, let him 
contemplate the awful change which he is about to accom- 
plishy and consider the dreadful responsibility he incurs to 
his sovereign, by exchanging the affections of a loyal nation 
for the reluctant obedience of a degraded and defrauded 
province. Let him look for the permanency of this transac- 
tion, something farther than to the vote of the night, or the 
job of the morning, and let him have some better document 
than his army list for the affections of the people ; let him 
consider whether posterity will validate this act, if they be- 
lieve that the constitution of their ancestors was plunclered 
by force, or was filched by practice. Let him, before it be 
too late, seriously ponder, whether posterity will validate 
this act, if they believe that the basest corruption and arti- 
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fice were exerted to promote it, that all the worst passions 
of the human heart were enlisted into the service, and all the 
most depraved ingenuity of the human intellect tortured to 
devise new contrivances of fraud. I do not say those things 
" have been — I state hypothetically, and ask if posterity believe 
^ such things, will they validate the transaction I If they be- 
^ lieve that there was foul play from the first moment to the 
1 last, both within doors and without, that the rabble were 
appealed to from the parliament, and debauched or intimi- 
dated to petition against the constitution of their country — if 
they believe that in parliament the disgust of the measure 

notwithstanding a proscription which made office incompa- 

* 

tible with honour, stained the treasury bench ; that the dis- 
, gust of the measure broke asunder and dissociated some of 
, the tenderest and most delicate connexions of human life, that 
the nominal office of escheator of Munster became an office 
of honourable competition, and after the parliament was 
. thus reduced, that the Irish commons were recruited from 
^ the English stafi^. If they were to believe those things, and 
, that human frailty and human necessities were so practised 
upon, that the private sentiments and the public conduct of 
several could not be reconciled, and that where the minister 
could influence twenty voteauhe could not command one 
hear^him! — I say not that these things are so, but I ask yo.u 
if your posterity believe them to have been so, will posterity 
validate this transaction, or will they feel themselves bound 
to do so ? — I answer, where a transaction, though fortified 
by seven- fold form, is radically fraudulent, that all the forms 
and solemnities of law are but so many badges of the fraud, 
and that posterity, like a great court of conscience, will pro- 
nounce its judgment — let me not be misunderstood — I am 
sure I shall be misrepresented — odious as this measure is in 
my eyes,, and disgusting to my feelings, if I see it carried by 
the free and uninfluenced sense of the Irish parliament, I 
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shall not only defer and sabmit, but I will cheerfully obey. 
It will be the first duty of every good subject. But fraud, 
and oppresion^ and unconstitutional practice^ may possibly 
be another question. If this be factious language lord 
Somers was factious^ the founders of the revolution were 
factious^ William the Third was an usurper, and the revolu- 
tion was a rebellion. For what did James the Second lose 
his crown ? Can the case of the seven bishops be compared 
with the case of Ireland ? I shall not draw the parallel. 

I have too long troubled you, but before I sit down, let me 
for once conjure this House, to consider whether this be a 
transaction altogether upon which they are willing |o commit 
themselves, their properties, their characters, and their cbil- 
dren« Let me conjure thepi to weigh that question well, if 
private honour and public virtue be not a name^ and if every 
generous feeling be not banished from amongst us. Where is 
diat spirit which in the year 1782 swelled the crest and glori- 
fied the character oT Irish gentry, which achieved liberty 
for yourselves, and extorted justice from England, and admi- 
ration from Europe ? Is it fled and extinguished for ever ? 
I will not believe it. But were every appeal to every thing 
hanan fruitless and vain, I would invoke that Providence 
which even in my short life ||^s so often stretched his pro- 
tecting arm over my counl^y — ^in my short life, my country 
from a province has become a nation — has be^i* protected 
from a bloody rebellion and a formidable invasion, and has 
seen one desperate attempt against her liberties and consti- 
tution frustrated and overthrown — 1 will rely on Grod to save 
Ireland. 
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!EXTRA£T FROM A SP££CH ON THE TrIAL OF 

Mans£rgh v. Hackett^ FOR Crim. Con. 

Si 

m% ■ ■ 

mt 
^i GENTLEMEN of the jrtry, permit me, like Hamlet in 

P^the play, to present you the reverse of the portraits which 

^ have been drawn of this husband and his mate — or to quit 

. ^ the style of metaphor which does not so well become the 

^ language of truth, let me tell you in a few words what the 

facts really are. Lucretia, stripped of her Roman garb, 

turns out to be neither more nor less than Miss Shields, a 

lady of whose talents and accomplishments you have heard 

^ SO much, and of whom you are just going to see a little. 

- Possessed, as we are informed, of every virtue, we cannot 

^ suppose her deficient in prudence, the parent of the whole 

moral tribe, and of this she gave an early and a striking 

proof. Finding her person of marriageable age, and feeling 

herself little disposed io celiliaey, she yet thought it prudent 

before she entered upoa the awful state of matrimony, to 

^ see how she would like it, and by ^" taking earnest of a 

spouse,'' and before she took the final step, to know by 

anticipation what were to be its consequences. She made 

the experiment mid liked it, and her marriage with Mr. 

Mansergb followed. Too liberal in her temper to confine 

her favours to one solitary object, and a philanthropist in 

the most extensive meaning of the term, it would require a 

combination of the powers of memory and longs, with which 

I am not blessed, to give you a list of the individuals who 

have been honoured by her embraces. To aid recollection 
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I shall reduce them under certain general heads^ and tell you 
that the navy^ the armyy the bar^ and the pulpit, have paid 
homage to her charms ! ! ! And such was the admirable con- 
geniality of temper between her and Jier mate, * that be 
exulted in her triumphs, boasted of her success, and wbeo 
he beheld a hoary headed divine tottering at the tail of her 
conscripts, has been heard, at the edifying spectacle, to 
ejaculate in a strain of religious enthusiasm, '^ Praise be to 
heaven, I have got the grace of God in my train !" Cbild- 
ren were the natural consequence of this diffusive intercourse 
with the great world, and that they were her own children^ 
is certain — but farther the moat zealous of her deponents 
sayeth not. For, gentlemen — . 

The troops of heroes did surround 

Her couch^e and her levee, 
The pie-bald breed was never owned 

By^light hi rse or by heavy. 



Conclusion of an Address to the Jury on the 
Trial of Sir John Piers for Adultery. 



GENTLEMEN, I shall not pursue this odious subject. 
I have stated the facts of this unparallelled case — I leave it 
now to you. In discharging your present duty, you have 
more than the present parties before you. You are guardians 
of public morals — ^you may give salutary instructions by 
wholesome example — you. may teach the man of modem 
gallantry that he shall not invade domestic peace with impu- 
nity— jou may teach the votary of modern honour that he 
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shall not palliate the seduction of a wife by attempting the 
miirder of her husband — you may teach the public that a jury 
of moral and honourable men know how to appreciate the 
lost happiness of the married life — ^you may banish a profli- 
gate character from your island and send him to some region 
more congenial to his vices. This you may do by your 
verdict. But you cannot compensate my broken-hearted 
client— you cannot, by money, repair bis injuries or heal his 
wounds — you can only impart >jto him that only consolation 
of which excessive misery is capable — the sympathy of good 
and honest men. As to the defendant, he is beyond your 
reach ; his callous impenitence defies you — you may punish 
but you cannot reclaim him — you may make him sufler — 
you cannot make him feel. 



Generous Conduct of an injured Husband on 

HEARING from HIS WIFE A CONFESSION OF HER 

Criminality. 

GENTLEMEN, it requires obdurate and habitual vice 
and practised depravity to overbear the natural workings of 
the human heart ; this unfortunate woman had not strength 
further to resist — she had been seduced — she had been de- 
praved — her soul was burthened with a guilty secret, but she 
was young in crime and true to nature. She could no longer 
bear the load of her own conscience — she was overpowered 
by the generosity of an injured husband, more keen than any 
reproaches — -she was incapacitated from any further dissi- 
mulation; she flung herself at his feet. — ^* I am unworthy,'* 
she exclaimed, " of such tenderness and such goodness — it 
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18 too late — the villain has ruined me and dishonoured you— 
I am guilty/' — Gentlemen^ I told you I should coBfioe 
myself to facts — I have scarcely inade an observation. I 
will not affront my client's case, nor your feelings, nor my 
own, by common-placing upon the topic of the ptaintilTs 
sufferings. You are Christians, men — your hearts most 
describe for me — 1 cannot — I affect not humility in saying 
that I cannot — no advocate can — as I told you, your hearts 
must be the advocates. Conceive this unhappy nobleman va 
the bloom of life, surrounded viith every comfort, exalted by 
high honours and distinctions, enjoying great property, the 
proud proprietor of an elevated rank and a magnificent 
mansion, the prouder proprietor a few hours before, af 
what he thought an innocent and an amiable woman, the 
happy father of children whom he loved, and loved the more, 
as the children of a wife whom he adored — precipitated in 
one hour into an abyss of misery, which no language can re- 
present — loathing his rank — despising his wealth — cursing 
the youth and health that promised nothing but the protrac- 
tion of a wretched existence — looking round upon every 
worldly object with disgust and despair, and finding, in this 
complicated woe, no principle of consolation except the 
consciousness of not having deserved it. Smote to the earth, 
this unhappy man forgot not his character — he raised the 
guilty, and lost penitent from his feet — he left her punish- 
ment to her conscience and to heaven — her pardon he re- 
served to himself — the tenderness and generosity of his 
nature prompted him to instant mercy — he forgave her — he 
prayed to God to forgive her — ^he told her that she. should 
be restored to the protection of her father — that until then 
her secret should be preserved and her feelings respected, 
and that her fall from honour should be as easy as it might — 
but — there was a forgiveness for which she supplicated and 
which he ateridy refiised; he refused that forgiveness which 
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■ implies the meanness of the person who dUpenaes it and 
li which rendera the clemency valueless because it makes the 

■t man despicable — he refused to take back to his arms the 
a tainted and faithless woman who had betrayed him— he 

: ; refused to expose himself to the scorn of the world and his 

-K own contempt — he submitted to misery — he could not brook 

^ dishonour. 




MR. PLUNKET. 



William Cunningham PLtJNKET was 
born in the county of Fermannagh, in the 
province of Ulster, in Ireland. His father 
was a respectable dissenting minister, and 
his brother, who died but a few years ago 
one of the most eminent physicians in Dublin. 
Doctor Pluriket was considered one of the 
wittiest men of his day. Mr. Plunk et 
received his classical education in Trinity 
College, Dublin, and commenced his law 
studies at Lincoln's Inn. His career at the 
Irish bar has been prosperous and irreproach- 
able, equally distinguished for the researches 
of a lawyer and the urbanity of a gentleman. 
In public life, as a politician, he has been 
equally eminent, filHng occasional!}^ some of 
the first law offices of the country and adding 
to perfect political consistency, the highest 
powers as a statesman and an orator. In 
principles^ he is considered as attached to 
liord Grenville, and resigned his office as 
Attorney-general when the Whigs went out in 
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1807. His speech on the Catholic Question 
in 1813, which I have selected for publi- 
cation, was considered at the time a master 
effort, and had the peculiar felicity not only 
of deciding many wavering, but of convert- 
ing many hostile votes ; and this, it must be 
admitted, deserves some note, under, as 
Lord Castlereagh would say, the " ejnsting 
circumstances'' of the present House of Com- 
mons. The specimens of his eloquence, 
however, to which I wish particularly to 
point the public attention are those fragments 
which I have culled from his speeches on the 
Union. If ever there were " thoughts that 
breathe and words that burn,'" they are to be^ 
found in those fragments, and will render his 
name immortal, not -merely for the genius 
but for the indignant and inflexible integrity 
which they exhibit. At the time they were 
delivered, there was no bribe which would 
have been deemed too splendid to have pur- 
chased his acquiescence or even his silence; 
but his haughty spirit intimidated temptation, 
and he has not been without a better reward 
— >his talents have made him independent, 
and the gratitude of his country ought to 
make him happy. 
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Speech of Mr. Plunket on the Catholic 

Question. 



Mr. Sp£AKER> I am induced to rise^ at so early a period 
of the debate^ for the purpose of obviating the mis-statement 
(oertainly unintentional) of the expressions and sentiments of 
my right honourable friend Mr. Grattan, which has been 
made by the honourable gentleman who has last spoken. — 
My right honourable friend has not called Great Britain a 
foreign country : and, even if such an expression had acci- 
dentally been used by him, the uniform tenor of his opinions 
and of his language, in this house, might have suggested to 
the honourable member the propriety of abstaining from a 
verbal criticism upon it. My right honourable friend unites, 
to the enthusiasm of an Irish patriot, the comprehensive 
views of a statesman and a legislator ; and his affection for 
his native country, to which his life has been devoted, has 
expanded into love of the general weal, and zeal for the 
glory of the empire. In every sentiment, which he has 
uttered, I most cordially concur. My right honourable 
friend has not been so absurd as to propose to re-enact the 
Bi^l of Rights and the Act of Settlement ; but absurd and 
Extravagant calumnies having, with no laudable industry, 
been propagated, as if the present motion were intended to 
invade tlie church, and to overturn the state, my right faon. 
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friend has placed, in the front of his resolution^ a denial of 
the calumnyr 

The honourable gentleman has said there is nothing spe- 
cific or intelligible in the motion or in the statement. The 
motion appears to me to be perfectly distinct, and perfectly 
intelligible. It proposes to remove all the civil disabilities, 
which affect a great portion of our fellow subjects, on ac- 
count of their religion ; ofFeriifg, at the same time, to accom- 
pany the measure with every security, which may be required, 
for the protection of the Protestant interest. This seems 
not very difScult to comprehend ; but I own I do not find it 
equally easy to ascertain the meaning of the honourable gen- 
tleman himself. In some part of his argument he relies on 
objections which, if they have any weight against the mea- 
sure now, must always operate ; in other parts, he insinuates 
as an opinion that the objections are only accidental or tem- 
porary. Why the honourable member voted for the measure, 
in the last parliament, and intends to oppose it in this, seems 
to require some further explanation than he has thought 
proper to afford. The intolerant declarations of the Pope, 
which he has referred to, were surely as strong an argument, 
at that time, as they are now ! The honourable gentleman 
seems to have spoken with an anxiety to anticipate what is 
to be said by a right honourable friend of his, who is here- 
nfter to express his opinions ; and he has alluded to the pro* 
posal of some plan, which, he fears, will not be accepUble 
to the petitioners, but which he himself does not approfe 
of; or, if he does, why he cannot agree to the going into a 
committee, for the purpose of considering it, the house are 
left to conjecture. 

Much has been said of the question of right. It appears 
to me to be a very unnecessary metaphysical discussion, and 
one which cannot have any practical applicatioa in the pre- 
sent instance. In the same sense in which religious toleration 
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18 a righty a due share of political power is a right; both 
must yield to the paramount interests of society, if such io- 
tere&ts require it ; neither can be justifiably withheld, unless 
their inconsistency, with the public interest, is clearly esta- 
blished. But in the present case the question does not, in 
any respect, arise; for we have already adrnitted the Roman 
Catholics to substantial powerf ^nd, what we seek to exclude 
them from, is honour. The privileges, which are withheld 
are impotent, as protections to the state, but most galling 
and provoking to the party who is excluded. No candid 
mind can hesitate to admit that the exclusions must be 
severely felt, as subjects of grievance, and of the piost insult- 
ing kind. That the man of the first eminence, a** the bar, 
should be prevented from acting as one of his majesty's 
counsel, or from sitting on the bench of justice; that the 
gallant officer, who has distinguished himself in the battles 
of his country, when his heart is beating high with the love 
of honourable fame, should be stopped in his career, and see 
his companions in arms raised above him, to lead his coun- 
trymen to victory and glory, must be felt as wounding and 
humilipting ! In this house, does it require argument to shew 
that exclusion from parliament must be considered as a pri- 
vation and indignity f What assembles us here ? The honest 
ambition of serving our country ? The pride of abiding by 
honourable engagements ? or motives perhaps of a less ele- 
vated description f Whatever they may be, honourable and 
dignified, or otherwise, they subsist, in their minds, as much 
as in purs ; and, though the elective franchise, which has been 
granted to the Irish Catholic, gives him a substantial repre- 
sentation, yet the exclusion is calculated to operate as a 
severe iand humiliatipg disability ; and the more humiliating, 
because itis a mark of inferiority, branded on theCatholic, 
merely for the purpose of marking that inferiority ! 

The topic that toleriation admits of one consideration md 
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political power of another, ban little appfication to this case, 
even if it were true, for here it must be contended tliat rank, 
and station, and honour, are not the proper appendages of 
wealth, and knowledge, and education, and of every thing, 
which constitutes political and moral strength ! In every 
system of human policy the few must govern the many, bat, 
putting military force out of the case, their legitimate govern- 
ment must arise Yrom their superiority in wealth and know- 
ledge; if, therefore, you exclude the wealthy and the 
educated from the government of the state, you throw into 
the scale of the many, die only weight which could have pre- 
served the balance of the state itself. This is universally 
true, but when you reject the opulent and the educated, on 
account of a condition which they have, in common with the 
many, you add the attraction of politics and party to the 
operation of general and moral causes ; and, if the principle 
of exclusion be a religious one, you organize, not merely the 
principles of revolution, but of revolution furious and inter- 
minable ! Put the policy of the separation of political rank 
from property and education, in the extreme case of their 
total division, or in any intermediate degree, the conclusion 
is equally true, that the attempt, so to separate, establishes a 
principle, not of government, but of the dissolution of go- 
vernment ! So sensible of this truth were our ancestors, that, 
when they saw, or thought they saw, a necessity for disho- 
nouring the Roman Catholic, they adopted, as a necessary 
consequence, the policy of impoverishing and barbariting 
hin : when they degraded him, they felt that their only safety 
was to steep him in poverty and ignorance ; their policy, 
good or bad, was consistent— the means had a diabolical 
fitness for their end. Is it not a perfect corollary to this pro- 
portion, is it not the legitimate converse of this truth, that, 
if you re-admit them to wealth and to knowledge, you must 
reatore tham to ambition and to honour ? What have we 
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done ? We have trod back their steps : we have rescued the 
Catholics from the code^ which formed at once their servi- 
tude and our safety, and we fancy we can continue the exdu- 
sipn; Arom civil station, which superinduced that code. — 
Theirs was a necessity, real or fancied, but a connstent 
system ; Me pretend no necessity ; we have voluntarily abdi- 
cated the means of safety, and we wilfully and uselessly con* 
tinue the causes of danger. The time to have paused, was 
before we heaved, from those sons of earth, the -mountains, 
which the wisdom or the terrors of our ancestors had heaped 
upon them ; but we have raised them up and placed them 
erect — are we prepared to hurl them down and bury them 
i^ain ? Where is the madman to propose it i Where is the 
idiot who imagines that they can remain as they are F The 
state of the Catholics of Ireland is, in this respect, unpa- 
ralleled by any thing in ancient or modern history. They 
are not slaves, as some of their absurd advocates call them^ 
but freemen, possessing substantially the same political 
rights with their Protestant brethren, and with all the other 
subjects of the empire : that is possessed of all the advan- 
tages, which can be derived from the best laws, administered 
in the best manner, of the most free and most highly civiliied 
country in the world. Do you believe that such a body, 
possessed of such a station, can submit to contumely and 
exclusion f that they will stand behind your chair and wait 
upon you at the public banquet ? the less valuable, in sordid 
computation, the privilege, the more marked the insult in 
refusing it, and the more honourable the anxiety for possess*- 
ing it ! Miserable and unworthy wretches must they be if 
they ceased to aspire to it ; base and dangerous hypocrites if 
they dissembled their wishes; formidable instruments of 
domestic or foreign tyranny if they did not entertain then 1 
The liberties of England would not, for half a century, 
remain proof against the contact a^ud contagion of four 
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millions of jopulent and powerful subjects^ who disregarded 
the honours of the state, and felt utterly uninterested in the 
constitution. 

In coming forward, therefore, with this claim of honoura- 
ble ambition, they, at once, afford you the best pledge of 
their sincerity, and the most satisfactory evidence of their 
title. They claim the benefit of the ancient vital principle 
of the constitution, namely, that the honours of the state 
should be • open to the talents and to the virtues of all its 
members. The adversaries of the measure invert the order 
of all civilized society. They have made the Catholics an 
aristocracy, and they would treat them as a mob ; they give, 
to the lowest of the rabble, if he is a Protestant, what they 
refuse to th>g head of the peerage, if he is a Catholic. They 
shut out my Lord Fingal from the state, and they make his 
footman a member of it ; and this strange confusion of all 
social order, they dignify with the name of the British con- 
stitution; and the proposal to consider the best and most 
conciliatory mode of correcting it, they cry down as a dan- 
gerous and presumptuous innovation. 

Sir, the Catholics propose no innovation. They ask for 
an equal share, as fellow subjects, in the constitution, as th^y 
find it; in that constitution, in v^ose original stamina they 
had an undisputed right, before there was a reformation and 
before there was a revolution, and before the existence of 
the abuses, which induced the necessity of either. They 
desire to bear its burthens, to share its dangers, to particqiate 
its glory, and to abide its fate ; they bring, as an offering, 
their hearts and hands, their lives and fortunes, but they 
desire aho the privilege of bringing with them their con- 
sciences, their religion^ and their honour, without which, 
they would be worthless apd dangerous associates. 

The position', therefore, to be maintained, by those who 
say that the fir^^f orinciples of the constitution are in opposi- 
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tion to the claim^ is rather a ciitical one. They must shew 
why it is that a Roman Catholic may vote for a member to 
sit in parliament^ and yet may not himself be a member of 
it : yivhy he may be the most powerfut and wealthy subject in 
the realm^ and the greatest landed proprietor, and yet may 
not fill the lowest offic^^ in the meanest town upon his 
estates : why he may be the first advocate at the bar, and 
be incapable of acting as one of the counsel of his sovereign : 
why he may be elector, military officer, grand juror, corpo- 
rator, magistrate, in Ireland, where the danger, if any, is 
immense, and why none of them, in England, where the 
causes of apprehension are comparatively trifling and insigni- 
ficant. Besides all this, arguing> as they do, that their 
religion necessarily included hostility to the state, on the 
very points which, by the oaths which thqy have taken, are 
solemnly disavowed, they must shew the safety of harbouring, 
in the bosom of the state, and admitting to its essential and 
substantial benefits, a body of men whose only title to ad- 
mission has been perjury ; that is, a body of men who,^itif 
addition to religious opinions, inconsistent with our particular 
constitution, have violated the solemn obligations, which 
bind man to ms^n, and therefore are unworthy of being 
admitted into any society, in \Aich the sacred principles of 
social intercourse are respected. Sir, if these things are so, 
the petitions of the public should be, not to be protected 
against the dangers which are to come, but to be rescued 
irom those, which have already been incurred ! nay, more, 
if baths are not regarded, we should not rely on the vain se- 
curities, which our ancestors have resorted to, and which 
consist of oaths, and only of oaths; but we should devise 
some new means of proving their religion, by the testimony 
of others, and chaining them down' to it, without the possi- 
bility of dbowning or escaping from it. But let us examine, 
somewhat more accurately, these supposed principles of 
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public policy, which oppose an insuperable bar to the ad- 
mission of the Roman Catholic. They join issue on this 
point: so far as concession is inconsistent with the true 
principles of the constitution, the safety of the estabiished 
church, and of the Protestant throne, they admit that they 
are entitled to nothing ; so far as it is not inconsistent, they 
claim to be entitled to every thing. Let it be shewn that 
these great foundations of our liberties and of our civil and 
ecclesiastical polity are their enemies, and they must yield is 
stlepce. They must receive it as the doom of fate; it must 
he submitted to, as part of the mysterious system of Provi- 
dence, which, \i4iilst it has embarked us in an awful struggle 
for the preservation of its choicest blessings, has ordained 
that, in this struggle, we may not unite the hearts and affec- 
tions of our people. We must cherisli the hope that the 
same incomprehensible wisdom, which at once impels us to 
this mighty contest and forbids us to use the means of 
siiecess, may work out our safety by methods of its own. If 
h can be made appear that the imperious, interests of oar 
country pronounce, from necessity, this heavy and immitiga^ 
fole sentence, upon millions of its sulyects, I trust that tbej 
will learn submission, and not embitter their hopeless exclu^ 
mn, by the miseries of diicontent and of <liaorder; but, 
before they bow down to this eternal interdict, before they 
retire from the threshold of the constitution, to the gloom of 
bc^less and never ending exclusioii, I appeal to every 
candid mind, are they not entitled to have it proved by argit- 
ment% dear as the light of heaven, that this necessity eiustsf 
I now challenge the investigation of those supposed maxinU; 
step by step and inch by inch ; let it be stated in, some dear 
hitdligible form, what is this fundamental prop of the con- 
stitution ; what is this overwbelmii^ ruin, which is to tumble 
upon us, by its removaU Let us meet and close upon thia 
argument i but beware of the attempt to outlaw the Irish 
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p^ple^ by an artificial and interested clamour! Let not 
those^ who have encouraged the Irish people to expect 
redress, now aGFect to be bound by this spell of their own 
raising! this would be to palter with their own consoiejaces 
and the public safety, and can entail no consequences, other 
than calamity and disgrace. 

The only obstacles, which appear to stand in the way of 
the Roman Catholics, are the Oath of Supremacy and die 
Declaration against Transubstantiation. The former of 
these, in its original enactment and application had a very 
limited political relation. I speak not of the capricious fury 
of Henry VIII. which made it treason to refuse the oath.-*- 
He considered himself, under God, the supreme head of the 
church, in all things spiritual and temporal ; and bound the 
subject to submit to all his ordinances made, and to be 
made, under the penalty of death. But the application of 
the oath as it was modified by Elizabeth, had chiefly (and 
with the exception of offices immediately derived from the 
crown, or concerning die administration of justice) a i;eli* 
gious, and not a political, application, subject to these ex- 
ceptions, it prpfessed not to controul the private opinion, 
]|pr to make it a ground of exclusion ; but it subjected the 
public profession, or non-conformity, to penalty ; and, ac- 
cordingly, Roman Catholics were admissible to parliament 
and to corporate offices, for more than one hundred years 
after the introduction of the Oath of Supremacy. Then 
came the laws of Charles II. which, for the first time, 
superinduced general exclusion from office,- as a political 
consequence of the religious opinion. 

Here, then, were before us, two principles, the first, diat 
of the Reformation, which proscribed the religion, the 
second, that of Charles II. which presumed that certain un- 
cOBititutioaal tenets must be held by those who professed 
that religion,, and th^efore made civil incapacity the conse- 
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quence of the religious belief. Here were two principles 
perfectly distinct,; but perfectly consistent — now what have 
we done F We have, in fact, abrogated the principles of the 
j-eformation, for we have repealed the laws against recusancy, 
and legalized the religion ; having done this, it was a neces- 
sary consequence to say that we could not infer, from a ret 
gious tenet which we legalized, a political opinion inconsis- 
tent with the safety of the state ; otherwise we should have 
been unjustifiable iu legalizing it ; we therefore substituted' 
instead of. the Kenunciation of the religious doctrine, from 
which the political opinion had been formerly infered^ a 
direct denial, upon oath, of the political opinion itself. If 
then the Roman Catholic may lawfully exercise the religion, 
and if he will take the political oath, how can we consist^hslj 
make the objection, either in a religious or political point of 
view, to his being admitted to the remaining privileges of 
citizenship i If there is any thing inconsistent with the true 
principles of our religion, in permitting the (Catholic to en- 
joy civil offices, the authors of the reformation were deeply 
criminal in permitting him to enjoy them, while they de- 
nounced his religion ; and we have been doubly traitors, to 
our religion and to our constitution, in sanctioning, by law, 
the free exercise of that religion ; throwing away the religi- 
ous test and substiti|ting a political one in the place of it. 
If the political oath, either from its supposed insincerity, or 
from any other cause, is an insufficient substitute for die 
religious abjuration, how can we be justifiable in allowing 
it to give the Catholic admission to the high constitu- 
tional privileges which he now enjoys ? if it is a sufficient 
substitute, we prevaricate with our own consciences,^ in 
refusing him admission, on the strength of it, to the» remain- 
ing privileges which he requires — in direct violation of the 
policy which substituted the political oath, for the religious 
declaration, we now say that we requ^;e his declaration that 
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he does not hold the religious doctrine which implies the po^ 
litical. But he is ready to swear that he does hold the 
political doctrine^ and still you prefer his declaration that 
he does not hold the opinion^ which furnishes the presump- 
tion^ to his oath that he does not hold the opinion, which is 
the thing presumed. Is not this a perfect proof that the 
political apprehension is a pretext, and that it is bigotry or 
something worse^ which is the motive f Is not this also a full 
attestation of your perfect reliance on the honour and sincerity 
of the Catholic^ as well as of your own intolerance ? You 
will accept his word^ as a proof that he has abjured his reli- 
gious tenets, but you will not receive his oath as long as he 
abides by them. Is it that he is insincere in his oath ? Then 
why trust his declaration ? Has tl^e oath a negative «power ? 
It is not merely that his oath is not binding, but, that which 
shall be full evidence, if he merely asserts it by implication, 
shall become utterly incredible if he swears to it directly. 
Why this is worse than transubstantiation ; it is as gross a 
rebellion against the evidence of demonstration, as the other 
is against the testimony of sense. Again — the Oath of 
Supremacy extends to a renunciation, as well as of the spi- 
ritual, as of the temporal, authority of the Pope : and its 
object appears to have been two-fold : first, to exclude the in- 
terference of the Pope in the temporal concerns of the realm ; 
and, secondly^ to secure the Protestant hierarcy, against the 
claims of the sect which had been evicted : as to the first, the 
Roman Catholic tenders an oath, utterly denying the Pope's 
right to exercise any kind of temporal jurisdiction in these 
kingdoms ; as to the second, he tenders an oath, abjuring all 
interference with the Protestant establishment and hierarchy. 
What then remains in difi'erence ? The right of the Pope 
with respect to their clergy ; now to this the oath of supre- 
macy never had any reference, nor could have had : their 
clergy were not recognized, as having any legal existence, 
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when the oath of supremacy was enacted, nor as the subject 
of any other regulation^ than that of heavy punishment if 
they were discovered ; this part of the oath merely looks to the 
preservation of the Protestant hierarchy, and all this is effec- 
tually provided for by the oath which is proffered. If the 
Catholic swears that he will not disturb or question the esta- 
blishment, it would seem to concern us very little whether 
he admires or approves it, or what may be his abstract 
opinion of its Btness; We have already the effect of the 
oath of supremacy, so far as it concerns practical and con- 
scientious submission, now, and at all times, and it is per- 
fectly childish to say that we will not accept their present 
acquiescence, and their oath that they will continue to ac- 
quiesce unless they also swear that they ought, as matter of 
abstract right, to do so ; that is, they must not only submit 
to our title, but swear to our argument. I do not mean to 
say, that the mode of appointing their clergy and the Pope's 
interference with respect to it, is not a very important topic, 
and one which we are well warranted in looking to and re- 
gulating ; but what I rely on is, that it is a new subject, 
resting on its own merits, and calling for and requiring a con- 
ciliatory adjustment, but, in no respect, involving any thing 
which affects the oath of supremacy, or the principles of 
the reformation. 

As to the corporation act, every person acquainted with 
its history knows that it was introduced, not with an aspect 
to the Roman Catholics, but to sectaries of a very different 
description, who had got into the corporations during the 
government of Cromwell, and were supposed to be disaf- 
fected to the politics of the court. Part of the oath, as it 
was originally framed, was, that it was unlawful, under any 
pretence, to take up arms agaipst the king, or th<lse com- 
missioned by him ; and the amendment, which sought to 
qualify it by adding the word '^ lawfully," before comiiiif* 
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sionedy was thrown out. One of the first actp of William 
and Mary was to repeal this scandalous and slavish enact- 
ment, which was at direct variance with the first principles 
of the revolution ; and yet we are told^ in patriotic petitions, 
from loyal Protestant bodies, that this corporation act was 
one of the great bulwarks of the revolution. This muti- 
lated fragment, one half of which was lopped off by the 
revolution, is one of its pillars, and the test act is the other. 
Its history is known to every body — it was the child of my 
Lord Shaftesbury, who, on the score of religion, possessed 
a most philosophical composure, but had a very pious hor- 
ror of the court, and levelled this act personally against the 
Puke of York ; and, as the corporation act was the first 
offering of overflowing servility, brought in on the fftli tide 
of the restoration, so was the the test act the result of deep 
and bitter repentance, subsiding at its ebb ; and yet these 
conflicting, partial, and temporary regulations, are dwelt on, 
aa if they formed part of that great event, which we all 
consider as the foundation of our liberties. But I beg to 
a^, has the charter of our liberties become obsolete ? If 
not, why are those mighty instruments hung up like rusty 
armour ? — Does not every man know that they are endured 
only because they are not exeix^ised ? and that they are never 
mentioned, by any constitutional writer, without pleading 
their inactivity as the only apology for their existence ! The 
taste and sense of the public is, in this respect, a reproach to 
the tardy liberality of the legislature. 

Sir, a right honourable gentleman (Mn Yorke), to whom 
I wish to allude with every possible degree of public and 
private respect, ha» desired that the bill of rights should be 
referred to ; give me leave to ask, do you find in the bill of 
lights the principle of exclusion of Roman Catholics from 
the legislature, or from the state ? It is required, no doubt, 
by the bill of rights, that the new oath of supremacy, thereby 

B b 2 
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substituted for the former one, should be taken by all who 
were bound to take the former one, but this is not intro- 
duced as one of the grievances redressed or rights declared, 
but is merely incidentally mentioned, in consequence of the 
substitution of the one oath for the other ; and the declare- 
tion against popery is in no respect adverted to ; but one 
fact, most decisive and important, on this point, is this, 
that when this act was passed, the Roman Catholics of Ire- 
land were not, by any law or usage, excluded from parlia- 
ment or from civil or military offices. The articles of 
Limerick (3d Oct. l691)y stipulated for all such privileges, 
in the exercise of religion, as were enjoyed in the reign of 
Charles II., and as were consistent with the laws of Ireland. 
They required the oath of allegiancCy as created in the first 
year of William and Mary ; and the oath to be administered 
to the'Roman Catholics, submitting to his Majesty's Govern- 
ment, was to be that oath and no other; and it was further 
stipulated that, so soon as their affairs would permit them 
to summon a parliament, their majesties would endeavour 
to procure them such further securities as might preserve 
them from any disturbance, on account of their religion. At 
this time Roman Catholics were not excluded from parlia- 
ment in Ireland, nor were there any test or corporation laws 
in force against them. On the faith of these articles, all of 
which were punctually performed on their part, they surren- 
dered the town, and left King William at liberty to apply his 
arms to the great cause in which he was sustaining the hberties 
of Europe. The stipulation, on the part of government, was 
to protect them against any additional oaths, and to endea- 
vour to procure for them additional securities. What was 
done ? The act of the 3d of William and Mary was passed, 
giving them no additional securities, but excluding them, for 
the first time, from parliament and from oiHces civil and 
military, and from the bar, unless they subscribed the decla- 
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ration against popery^ and swore the oath of supremacy. 
The stipulation, in the articles, had been, not for those 
in garrison, but that the Roman Catholics of Ireland should 
enjoy their privileges ; for the garrison, tliey had stipulated 
for liberty to serve abroad, and to be conveyed accordingly. 
These victims of mistaken loyalty, when they were about to 
leave their native land, and with the characteristic generosity 
and improvidence of their country, to commit themselves, 
with the fortunes of a banished monarch, stipulated, not for 
themselves, but for the country they were about to leave for 
ever, and the parliament, by a cruel mockery, enacted, not 
for the country, but for them, that they should not lose the 
privileges of — what ? of being barristers at law, clerks in 
chancery, attorneys, practitioners of law and physics, but 
that they might freely use the same! !! 

Why, Sir, do 1 mention these historical facts ? not for 
the purpose of raking up the embers of ancient animosities, 
but for the purpose of shewing that, in restoring the privi- 
leges of the Catholics, we are performing an act of justice, 
and vindicating the revolution from the stain of this act of 
perfidy — men who have forgotten every circumstance of that 
great event, which connects it with the cause of civil and re- 
ligious freedom, affect to call this breach of faith and honour 
one of the sacred principles of our constitution. It is a 
miserable perversion of understanding, which can forget every 
thing sacred and animating, in that glorious struggle, which 
can fling away, as dross, the precious attestation which it 
bears to the just rights of the people, which would bury in 
eternal oblivion the awful lesson which it has taught to their 
rulers; but consecrates and embalms this sin'gle act of in- 
justice, which disgraces it. 

Sir, I am satisfied that the illustrious persons, who per- 
fected the revolution, were not aware of the injustice done 
to Ireland ; in the crowded events of that day the stipula- 
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tions might not have been fully known, and there fatve been 
at all times, a set of slaves ready, in this country, to defame 
and to defraud their native land, to tritf c on die calamities 
of their countrymen. I will go further and suppose that the 
severe necessity of the times may have made it impossible to 
avoid an act of injustice, — but I will not therefore confound 
the deviation with the rule ; I cannot trample on the prioo- 
ple and worship the exception.-T-It might as well be flaid that, 
to restore the Danish fleet, would be a violation of the laws 
of nature aud of nations, because a deplorable necessity bad 
compelled us to violate these laws by aeiaung it. I have, 
perhaps, dwelt too long on this part of the subject, but I felt 
anxious to meet the cry of this great charter of our freedom 
being at variance with the rights of the people. The great 
men of that day had deeply studied the laws and constitution 
of their country; with ardent feelii^s and sublinoe concep- 
tions, they made no unnecessary breach on any ancient 
usage ; no wanton encroachment of any rights of people or 
of king; not like our modern improvers, who hold for 
nothing the wisdom which has gone before them, and set up 
their own ciude conceptions, with an utfeer contempt for 
all the sacred lore of their ancestors. They committed no 
rode outrage on those who had gone before them ; they en- 
tailed no odious bondage on those who were to succeed 
them — with the modesty and simplicity which characterize 
great minds, they declared the essential rights of the consti- 
tution. Tbey saw that the system of the reformation wouU 
be incomplete, unless the king, who was the temporal head 
of the church, should be in communion with that church ; 
they therefore enacted that he should hold his crown only 
while he adhered to his religion. Tliey declared the throne 
unalterably Protestant — they declared the religion of the 
state unalterably Protestant ; and, having ihus laid the firm 
foundation of civil and relig«>U8 freedom, they left all other 
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considerations open to the progress of titne, and to the wis- 
dom of posterity. 

That time has comtf and that posterity is now called upon 
to decide — we are 6ghting the same battle, in which the 
illustrious deliverer of these countries was engaged — we are 
defending the liberties of Europe and of the worlds against 
the same unchangeable and insatiable ambition which then 
assailed them — we are engaged with an enemy, far more 
formidable than Louis the XIV tb, whether we consider the 
Tastoess of his plans, the consummateness of his skill, his 
exhaustless resources, or his remorselesa application of them 
— but if our dangers are aggravated, our means of safety are 
increased. William the Hid was obliged to watch, with a 
jealous eye, the movements of one half of his subjects, whilst 
he employed the energies of the other. We have it in our 
power to unite them all, by one great act of national justice. 
If we do not wantonly and obstinately fling away the means, 
which God's Providence has placed within our grasp, we 
may bring the energies of all our people, with one hand and 
heart, to strike against the common enemy. 

Sir, there is a kind of circular reasoning which seems, at 
some public meetings, to pass for full proof. They say that 
this measure invades the constitution, because it endangers 
the church ; and they say it endangers the church, because it 
invades the constitution. Sir, it is not sought to affect the 
church establishment — to take away its possessions, to 
d^rade its rank, nor to touch its emoluments. Its doctrines 
and its discipline are not interfered with. This is no attempt 
to include the Catholic within the pale of the Protestant 
church, nor to give him any share in its establishment. What 
is meant by the cry i Is it that the measure will be imme- 
diatefy injurious to the church, or that it will endanger the 
churdi, by enabling the Catholics hereafter to overturn it ? 
In the first point of view the only immediate effect it has, is 
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to open the honours of the state, to all other descriptions of 
subjects, as well as to those who profess the established re- 
ligion : is it meant to be argued that the Protestant religioD 
will be deserted, unless a temporal bonus is held out to those 
who adhere to it ? — Do they mean to recruit, for the esta- 
blishment, by a bounty from the state ? — The supposition is 
^oo abhorrent from the spirit of Christianity, and too degrad- 
ing to the dignity of the church. — Then as to danger — the 
overthrow of the Protestant establishment — ^how is this to be 
effected? In parliament or out of parliament? by force or by 
legislation? If by force how does the removal of civil dis- 
abilities enable them ? ^oes it not make it much more 
unlikely that they should make the attempt ? and, if they 
should make it, will not the removal of the real grievance 
deprive them of the co-operation of the moderate and the 
honest? If the latter, is it really apprehended that the number 
of members let in, would be strong enough to overrule the 
Protestants, and force a law to pull down the establishment? 
Would you have the returns much more favourable to the 
Catholics than they are at present ? If the entire one hundred 
members were to be Cathohcs^ could such a measure, in 
the range of human possibility, be successful, or could it se- 
riously enter into the contemplation of any man in his senses? 
The apprehension, when it undergoes the test of close Ex- 
amination, is perfectly chimerical : these are not the fruits 
of the wholesome caution of statesmen, but the reveries of 
disordered brains. But if you reject this measure now, and 
postpone it to times of difficulty and danger, will the in- 
terests of the Protestant church be better guarded ? Grant 
it now and you ^rant it as a matter of grace, to which you 
may annex every fair and reasonable condition ; but if you 
find it necessary to resort to it in some hour of dismay and 
adversity, when the storm is blowing and the public institu- 
tions are rocking and toppling, will the establishment be per- 
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fectly secure ? Again, if you grant it now, you give it to a 
clas8, as much inferior in property, as they are superior in 
numbers. Now it is a truth, as certain as any in political 
ecooomy, that, at no very distant period, the wealth of the 
country must become diffused, pretty nearly in proportion to 
its relative population ; will the Protestants of Ireland thank 
you for deferring the adjustment of this question until it shall 
be demanded by people, having as great an ascendancy in 
wealth as in population ? Sir, these are serious practical 
considerations, and the clergy of this country would do well 
to weigh them and to reflect upon them. These are questions 
much more of policy than of religion, and it is not without 
deep regret that I see any portion of that respectable body 
interpose themselves between the wisdom of the legislature 
and the temporal interests of the subject, with such a tone 
and such a manner as some of them have assumed on this 
occasion. If the interests of religion or the rights of their 
order are at stake, they are entitled to come forward as a 
body— even if the matter is merely political, they are entitled 
to come forward as individuals ; but, that any of them should 
adopt the present tone of unqualified remonstrance, because 
the Commons of England propose to consider the political 
claims of their fellow Christians and fellow subjects, with a 
view to a final and amicable adjustment, does not seem cal- 
culated to advance the real interests' of religion. 

Sir, religion is degraded when it is brandished af a political 
weapon, and there is no medium in the use of it : either it is 
justified, by holy zeal and fervent piety, or the appeal to it 
becomes liable to the rarost suspicious imputation. Sir, I 
consider the safety of the state as essentially interwoven with 
the integrity of the establishment. The estaiblished religion 
is the child of freedom. The reformation grew o.tit of the 
free spirit of bold investigation : in its turn it repaid the obli- 
gation, with more than filial gratitude, and contribated, 
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with all its force^ to raise the fabric of our liberties. Our 
civil and religious liberties would each of them lose mudi of 
their security^ if they were not so deeply indented each witb 
the other. The church need not be apprehensive. It is a 
plant of the growth of three hundred years ; it has struck its 
roots into the centre of the state, and nothing, short of a po- 
litical earthquake, can overturn it : while the state is safe it 
must be so ; but let it not be forgotten that, if the state is 
endangered, it cannot be secure. The church is protected 
by the purity of its doctrines and its discipline ; the leamiog 
and the piety of its ministers ; their exemplary discharge of 
every moral and christian duty ; the dignity of its hierarchy, 
the extent and lustre of its possessions, and the reverence of 
the public, for its ancient and unquestioned rights ; to these 
tbe Catholic adds the mite of his oath that he does not har- 
bour the chimerical hope, or the uncofistitutional wish, to 
AAe or to disturb it; and therefore, all which is requisite, 
for the security of the church, is that it should remain, io 
repose, on its own deep and immoveable foundations ; and 
this 16 the policy which the great body of the church of Ire- 
laad, and, I believe I may add, of the church of Englaod, 
have adopted. If any thing could eiKlanger its safety, it 
would be the conduct of intemperate and officious men, who 
would erect the church into a political arbiter, to prescribe 
rules of imperial policy to the throne and to the legislature. 
Sir, a UMison asugoed by the honourable member, who 
last spoke, for his change of opinion is, that the sense of the 
people of England is against the measure. Supposing, for a 
moment, that the fact were so, to a much greater extent than 
it really is, would it afford a fair argument for precluding an 
enquiry and adjustment i I consider it, under any circuni* 
stances, an invidious and dangerous topic, to cite the opinion 
ol die people of one part of the empire, against the claims of 
the people of another part of it ; but to cite il as an argu- 
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meot agakist die full ducossion of tbeir claioiv, seems vtteily 
UBwarraDtabie. But, when it is recollected that the union 
was urged upon the Caitholics of Ireland, undei^ the strong 
expectation that facilities would be consequently afforded to 
the accon^plishment of their wishes, is it not something verj 
like dishonesty, to press into the service, against their claims, 
the opinion of the people of England, and its authority willi« 
an Ediglish parliament? If this question were now under 
disclnsion, in an Irish parliament, granted to be in itself jnst 
and expedient, called for by all the Catholics and by a great 
majority of the Protestants of Ireland, would it be emlured, 
as an argument, that the cry of the people of England was 
against it f You have taken away that parliament, under the 
assurance that, in a British parliament, that might be safely 
done, which, in an Irish parliament, might be difficult or 
dangerous, and now you say, ^ true, the measure is right, but 
the difficulty grows from its being discussed in an English 
parliament, because such a parliam.eot must defer to the pre- 
judices of the English, at the ex pence of the rights of the 
Irish people.' It may be said that the people of England 
are no parties to such a compact ; but I would appeal to the 
noble lord, who, if he did not guarantee it as a compact, wna 
at least a very principal mover in holding it out as an induce- 
ment, whether he can countenance such a topic : or can he 
link hiosself with those who have, by every indirect method, 
endeavoured to excite the people of England, in* onder to 
fabricate the argument i 

Sir, the opinion of the people is undoubtedly entitled to 
a respectful attention ; it is to be listened to — to be can- 
vassed, and, if sound and reasonable, to be deferred to ; but 
tlie clamour of tbe people (of either country is not to siifoce 
the deliberaitions of parliament, still less the opinion of « 
partbl and vtei7 limiied portion of that people ; still less an 
opinion founded on imperfect views ; atiU less an opinion 
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founded upon gross prejudices, excited and kindled by artful 
and interested misrepresentation, and for the very purpose of 
preventing fair discussion. The opinion of the people, of 
both countries, is to be looked to, and the reasonable founda- 
tions of the opinions of both ; and, in so doing, it is always 
to be recollected, that the sentiments of the Catholics are 
not to be the less regarded on account of their being princi- 
pally condemned in one part of the United Kingdom; but if; 
either from prudence or affection, they would be respected 
if interspersed through the counties of Great Britain, diey 
are not the less entitled to attention, because they consti- 
tute four-fifths of the most vulnerable, and not least pro- 
ductive portion, of the empire. The question, it is true, is 
an imperial one : why ? Because Ireland is identified with 
your interest and happiness, and glory ; her interests are 
yours, and ^therefore Irish policy is imperial policy ; but it 
seems rather inconsistent to take cognizance of the question, 
on the supposition that the interests of the two countries are 
absolutely the same ; and to decide it upon the principle 
that the rights of the one are essentially and unalterably 
opposed to the wishes and to the safety of the other. But, 
Sir, I utterly deny the fact, that such is the sentiment of the 
people of England, — a pretty bold experiment has been 
made, and it has failed. The intelligent class of the English 
public, those who, from property and from education, and 
from place in society, are entitled to sway the opinion of the 
legislature on this, or on any political subject, are, I firmly 
believe, friendly to a full discussion of the Catholic claims, 
and with a strong leaning in favour of liberality and con- 
cession, if they can be made appfiar consistent with public 
safety. This is a tribunal to which an appeal may be fairly 
made, and to which adequate and ample satisfaction should 
be given ; and there is no concession or sacrifice, not incon- 
sistent with the essential prmciples of their religion, which 
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the Catholics are not bound to make for the purpose. But, 
sir^ beyond this public, and to the dregs of the community I 
fear there are some desper'ate enough to look ; I have heard 
something like a muttered threat of such an appeal ; but I 
do not believe, though there is much valour at present on 
this subject, that we need fear a repetition of the outrages 
of St. George's Fields ; I do i^ot fear that our ears will be 
again assailed by the hell shout of V no popery." I have 
heard something more than an insinuation, within these 
walls, that this is a question in which the lower classes of the 
people are very deeply interested, and that their voice is^ on 
this occasion, to be particularly attended to. Sir, the doc- 
trine is rather novel in the quarter from which it proceeds, 
nor am I disposed to give it an unqualified denial. I should 
be sorry to contend, that the voice of any portion of our fel- 
low subjects, however humble, should be disregarded ; if 
they complain of grievances by which they are oppressed, 
of justice withheld, or of any thing trenching upon their 
freedom or their comforts, they are to be heard with patient 
and with deep attention ; and the more humble the situation 
of the complainants, the more bounden the duty of the re- 
presentative to listen to them ; but, on a subject like the 
present, where the legislature is called on to withhold the 
privileges of the constitution from a great proportion of the 
people, upon supposed principles of state government^ 
when claims of common right are withheld, in deference to 
sacred and mysterious maxims of imperial policy ; on such 
a subject, I say it is something more than absurdity to affect 
a deference for the shouts of the lower orders of the people. 
Sir, the apprehension of such an appeal being resorted to, 
need not affect our deliberations ; those who intimate such an 
intention know full well that, though the threat may be en- 
dtired, the times would not bear the execution of it ; they 
know full well that, if parliament determines to pursue its 
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Steady course of calm investigatioD and liberal adjustmest, 
there is no factioD in the slate^ which can effectually inter- 
pose between the sovereign authority of the legislature and 
the just demands of the people. 

Sir, the conduct of the Roman Catholics of Ireland has 

been resorted to^ as an argument for abandoning the ple(%e 

of dbe last session. Sir^ I am not the advocate of their in* 

temperance ; I am free to say that there have been some 

proceediogs, on the part of the public bodies, who affect to 

act for them, altogether unjustifiable. Tbetr attempts t9 

dictate to the entire body how they are to act on each parti- 

e«lar political occurrence, their presoaiing to hold an inqui* 

sitioB on the conduct of indifviduals, in the exercise of their 

dective franchise, and putting them under the ban of th^r 

cKspleasure, because they vote for their private friends, and 

abide by their plighted engagements ; all this is a degree of 

inquisitorial authority unexampled and insufferable; and 

this, by persons professing themselves the advocates of ud- 

bcniiided freedom and untimited toleration, at the moment 

when they are extending dieir unparlying tyranny into the 

domestic arrangements of every Catholic fii«tily in the coun* 

try. Sir, I am equally disgusted with the tone of unqualified 

demand, and haughty rejection of all condition or aecook 

modation, so confidently, announced by them ; noc can I 

palliate the intemperance of many of their public speeches^ 

Bor die exaggeration and violence of some of their printed 

publications* To this tone I never wish- to see the kgislature 

yi^ ; but, as this indecent clamour is not to compd them 

to yi^ what is unreasonable, I trust it will not infinence 

them to withhold what is just. 

Sir, it appears to me most uniair to visit, on llie Romaa 
Catholic, the opinions and the conduct of sncb public assem- 
Uias as profess ta act for them ; if they labooc under a seal 
andneontiMiiBgtgfievance, and' one which justifies, ou'theii 
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part^ a continued claim, they must act through the mediuni 
of popular aMembliea, and must, of course, be exposed to all 
the inconveniences which attend discussion in assemblies. 
In all such places^ we know that unbounded applause attends 
the man who occupies the extreme positions of opinion, and 
that the extravagance of his expression of such opinion wiH 
not be calculated to diminish it. That there may be manj 
individuals, anxious to promote their own consequence, at 
the expence of the party whose interest they profess to advo- 
cate, is an evil inseparable from such a state of things ; and, 
amongst those who sincerely wish to promote the interests 
of the cause, much may fairly be attributed to the heat 
naturally generated by long continued opposition ; much to 
effects of disappointed hope ; much to the resentment, ex- 
cited and justified by insolent and virulent opposition. But, 
sir, I should unworthily shrink from my duty, if I were not 
to avow my opinion, that the unfortunate state of the public 
ound in Ireland is, above all things, imputable to the con- 
duct of the government. Without recurring, unnecessarily, 
to subjects which have been already discussed in this house, 
I may be allowed to say that the rash interference with the 
right of petitioning, has given deep and just c^ence to the 
entire Catholic body. They have been compelled to rally 
round their constitutional privileges, and make common 
cause ; those excesses, which two years since, would have 
been eagerly repressed by the Catholics themselves, might 
BOW, I fear, be regarded with some degree of favourable 
allowance on their part. 

Sir, I must say that the country has not been fairly dealt 
witk on this subject. It is the bounden duty of the govern* 
meat to make up their mind^ and to act a consistent part. 
If diis measure is utterly inadmissible, expedaliQD shcmki 
be put down by the certainty of rejection ; reaentmeiil should 

aUnjed kgr tbe cleaf eyposition of the necessity wbicb 
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bars ; the fever of the public mind should be subdued, and 
all the means of conciliation, consistent with such a system, 
should be resorted to. If, on ^he other hand, this claim may 
and ought to be acted on, it should be frankly received and 
honestly forwarded ; every facility for its accomplishment 
should be afforded, by tempering and directing the proceed- 
ings of' those who seek it ; by suggesting the conditions and 
terms on which it should be granted ; and by arranging the ' 
details, as well as planning the outlines, of such a system. 
But how can any honest mind be reconciled to the ambi- 
guity, in which the cabinet has concealed itself from public 
view, on this great national question, — or with what justice 
can they complain of the madness, which grows 4)ut of this 
fever of their own creating. This is not one of^ those ques- 
tions which may be left to time and chance ; the exclusion 
of these millions from the rights of citizenship, is either a 
flagrant injustice, or its necessity springs out of the sacred 
fountains of the constitution. This is no subject of com- 
promise. Either the claim is forbidden, by some imperi- 
ous principle too sacred to be tampered with, or it is en- 
joined by a law of reason and justice, which it is oppression 
to resist. In ordinary cases it sounds well to say that a 
question is left to the unbiassed sense of parliament and peo- 
ple; but, that a measure of vital importance, and which has 
been again and again discussed by all his majesty's ministers, 
should be left to work its own course, and suffered to drift 
along the tide of parliamentary or popular opinion, seems 
diflicult to understand, — that government should be mere 
spectators of such a process is novel; but, when it is known 
that they have all considered it deeply, and formed their 
opinions decidedly in direct opposition to each other, that, 
after.this, they should consult in the same cabinet, and sit 
on the same bench, professing a decided opinion in point of 
theory, and a strict neutrality in point of practice ; that, on 
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most angry of all questions, they should IsuiFer the popu- 
)n of the country to be committed in mutual hostility, 

convulsed with mutual rancour, aggravated by the un- 
ainty of the event ; producing, on the one side, all the 

of disappointed hope, on the other side, malignity and 
ed, from the apprehension that the measure may be car- 
, and insolence from every circumstance, public or pri- 
, which tends to disappoint or to postpone it ; one half 
he king's ministers encouraging them to seek, without 
>ling them to obtain, — the other half subdivided; some 
ing out an ambiguous hope, others announcing a never 
ng despair. I ask, is this a state in which the govern- 
t of the country has a right to leave it ? Some master- 
e of imperial policy must be unfolded, some deep and 
3d principle of empire, something far removed from the 
icion of unworthy compromise of principle for power, 
iconcile the feelings of the intelligent public, or to uphold 
tional confidence in the honesty or seriousness of the 
mment. Sir, the consequences of such conduct are dis- 
lus, not merely in the tumult and discord which, in this 
cular instance, they are calculated to excite, but in their 
t upon the character of the government and the times. 
I repeat it, the Irish Catholics have not been fairly dealt 
; the government has not, in any instance, come into 
able contact with them; it has not consulted, nor 
led, nor directed them ; it has addressed them only in 
tern voice of the law, in state prosecution, and it is most 
it to charge against them the anger, which has been 
ed by such treatment : but. Sir, I ask what have the 
olics dane^^ Look to their actions for the last century, 
lo not uage them by a few intemperate expressions or 
rd publications, — these are not the views of statesmen, 
u are considering the policy of centuries, and the fate 

people, and will you condescend to argue, on such a 

c c 
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subject, the Dierits of a paoipblet, or ibo scan tbe indiscreUoni 
of an angry speaker at a public nfieeting f Of this I am sure 
that, if ibe violence, with which the deinand ]ms been >arged, 
by some of its advocates, is to create a prejudlioe agaiost it, 
the virulence, with which it has been rejected, by some of b 
opponents, ought to be allowed to h»ve some operatioo in 
its favour; perhaps under these opposite impulses of fNission, 
a chance may be afforded of reason having fair play ; and a 
hearing may be procured for the merits of the case. Tbis 
too should not be lost sight of, that the Catholics are seekiiig 
their rights; that they are opposed by an adverse govevfl- 
ment, many of whom declare 4hat no concession, oo their 
part, could be effectual, but that their doom is intermiotfale 
exclusion. May I ask, whether it is fair to requH<e, or reasen- 
afble to expect, that t;be Catholics diould, «N|der mch ci^ 
cumstances, exercise a fastidious ulelicacy, in the selection cf 
their friends ; and say to those, who profess themsekes their 
advocates, " We refuse your aid, your language is not suffi- 
ciency measured ; you urge our demands in too warm and 
too unqualified a tone, and we prefer theiihafioes,'wluoh'fD8y 
arise, from throwing ourse^lves on the mercy of our enemies. *' 
Sir, I will not affect to disguise the foct, that there are 
persons in Ireland, who look to revolution and separation. I 
certainly do not mean to say, nor do I believe, that those, 
whose warmth of expression has been so much, and so justly, 
complained of, are, in the most remote degree, liable to the 
suspicion of being joined with such a party. The separatists 
are, in my judgment, neither numerous, nor, in thems6lii<e8, 
formidable ; and, of this I am sure, that they trem^ble at the 
prospect of the adjustment of the Catholic claims, as a mea- 
sure deadly to their view's. Is it a wise policy, is it a course, 
which any government can justify to the country, 4o qpecruit 
for these public enemies, by endeavouring to emho&y Ae 
legitimate claims of the Catholics with t/mr wild and perm- 
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(»ous projects? Is it not madness to oppose the same blind 
and indiscriminate resistance to the honest objects of the great 
I untainted landed and commercial interests of the Catholic 
p |)eople^ and to affect to confound them^ in a common cause, 
I with those miserable enemies of public freedom and safety ? 
t Sir^ if I am asked what course^ in my opinion, should be 
I pursued, in this momentous business, I cannot answer with- 
; o»t dotfbt and distrust, in my own judgment, *where I may 
^ differ from many, whose opinion I highly respect ; but it is 
^ fair to say that the opinion, which I have always entertained, 
^ and always expressed, publicly and privately, on this subject, 
^ is, that this measure cannot be Anally and satisfactorily 
adjusted, unless some arrangement shall be made, with 
respect to the Roman Catholic clergy, and some security 
' afforded to the state, against foreign interference. On the 
. best consideration, I have been able to give the subject, and 
^ on the fullest communication, I have been able to obtain on 
it, I am satisfied that such security may be afforded, without 
interfering, in any degree, with the essentials of their reli- 
gion ; and, if so, the mere circumstance of its being required, 
18 a sufiicient reason for conceding it. This is not a struggle 
for the triumph of one party of the state over another ; it is 
a great national sacrifice of mutual prejudices, for the com- 
mon good ; and any opportunity of gratifying the Protestant 
mind should be eagerly seized by the Catholic, even if the 
^ condition required, were uncalled for by any real or well 
founded apprehension ; but I must go a step further, and 
avow, tfiat the state has, m my opinion, a right to require 
some fair security against foreign influence in its domestic 
^ concerns. What this security may be, provided it shaH be 
^ effectutil, ought, as I conceive, to be left to the option of the 
^ Catholic body. I am little solicitous about the form, so that 
^ the substance is attained. As a veto has been objected to, 
'^ let it not be required ; but let die security be afforded, either 
i*' c c 2 
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by domestic nomination of the clergy^ or in any shape or 
form^ which shall exclude the practical effect of foreign in- 
terference. Let them be liberally provided for by the state, 
let them be natives of the country and educated in the coun- 
try, and let the full and plenary exercise of spiritual autho- 
rity by the Pope^ which forms an essential part of their 
religious discipline, remain in all its force; leave to their 
choice the mode of reconciling these principles, and stand 
not upon the manner, if the thing is done. An honourable 
gentleman asks, will this satisfy the Catholics ? I will not be 
so indiscreet as to answer for what will satisfy them : — I 
believe it will; but it is enough for me to know that this 
ought to satisfy th^m ; and of this we may be convinced, that 
we do not enable them to obtain what they ought not, by 
granting them what they ought, to have : but what is the use, 
it is asked, of a measure, proposed, as an instrument of 
peace, if it is likely, on the contrary, to produce nothing but 
dissatisfaction ? I answer, first, I believe, it will produce full 
satisfaction, if frankly proposed, and honestly acted on ; but 
If yoM doubt of this, do not make your proceedii^ an absolute 
and a final one, — reserve the operation of the act, which 
grants relief, (if you think it necessary) until the accompa- 
nying measure of security shall b^ ripened, so as to ensure 
satisfaction in their enactment ; — declare your principles of 
security, and your conditions, and let the operation of your 
law, or the effect of your resolution, await the desire of the 
Catholic body, signified, or fairly understood, with respect 
to them. Pursue this course, put this measure into the 
hands of those, in whom the Catholics can place confidence, 
or give them such a parliamentary pledge, that they may see 
that the accomplishment of their wishes is dependant on their 
own good sense and moderation ; and, I have no doubt, they 
will not be wanting to contribute their part, to this great 
national work of strength and union, — ^in all events you will 
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h^ve discharged your duty ; you will have given satisfaction 
to the honesty and to the reasonable. You will have sepa- 
rated the sound from the unsound^ and you wilt leave the 
bigot or the incendiary^ stripped of all his terrors, by de- 
priving him of all his grievances. — Sir, I have done. I may 
be in error ; but I have not sacrificed to interest or to pre- 
judice, and I have spoken my sentiments in the sincerity of 
my heart. 



An Historical Sketch of the Circumstances 

UNDER WHICH THE IrISH GOVERNMENT FIRST 

submitted the principle of a legislative 
Union to the Irish Parliament, who then 
rejected it. 

IN the summer of 1798, Lord Cornwallis arrived in this 
country, a man of high character and great military fame, 
not for the purpose of repelling invasion, not for the purpose 
of subduing rebellion, but to apply all his character and all 
his powers to the achievement of a political purpose. I will 
not dwell on the glories of his military campaign— ^I mean 
him no personal disrespect — but this I must observe, that, 
M'hilst the military Lord Lieutenant was in the field with an 
army of 60,000 men to support him, history will have it to 
record, that we are indebted to a gallant Irishman, at the 
head of about 800 native troops, for having withstood the 
enemy, and prevented the capital of Ireland from being en- 
tered in triumph by a body of not one thousand Frenchmen. 
I do not wish to enquire too minutely, why the embers of an 
extinguished rebellion have been so long suffered to exist-^ 
I do not wish to derogate from the praise to which the noble 
lord may be entitled for his clemency ; its very excesses, if 

c c 3 
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they do not claim praise, are at least entitled ta indulgeQce 
— butSivhen I see that all the rays of mercy and forbearance 
are reserved to gild the brow of the viceroy, and that all tk 
odium of harshness and severity is flung upon the parlia- 
ment — when I see the clemency of the chief governor throw- 
ing his mantle over the midnight murderer — when I see it 
holding parley with the armed rebel in the field — and wheo 
I see the task of making war against the victim in bis gnve 
and the infant in his cradle, thrown by the same govennoent 
upon the parliament, I cannot avoid suspecting that there is 
something more than the mere milk of human kindness in 
the forbearance on tlte one part, and senfietbing more than 
mere political caution in the severities of the other. But, sir, 
this rebellion was subdued by the parliament and people of 
Ireland ; and before the country had a breathing time, before 
the loyalist had time to rest from his labours — before the 
traitor had received his punishment or his pardon, whilst we 
were all stunned by the stupendous events which had scarcelj 
passed — whilst something little short of horror for all poli- 
tical projects had seized the mind of every raan^^wbilst Ac 
ground was yet smoking with the blood of an O'Neill and 
of a Mountjoy — the wicked conspiracy was announced 
which *was to rob their country of its hberties, and their 
minor children of their birth-right. — With a suspended 
Habeas Corpus Act, with military tribunal in every county, 
the overwhelming and irretrievable measure of Union 
was announced for the free, enlightened, and calm dis- 
cussion of an Irish parliament, and, with all these eD<yine$ 
of terror still suspended over their heads, it is again sub- 
mitted to them. How was it brought forward? — A hireling 
of the Castle employed to traduce parliament and insult the 
country — hopes held out to the Catholic that he should 
be established if he adopted — threats to the Protestant that 
he should be annihilated if he rejected — the constitution oi 
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1782 openly treated as a system of force on our part, and of 
compulsion on the part of England, and the right to resume 
it openly asserted. Whilst this impolitic insult was circulated 
through the country by the authority of government, the 
Lord Lieutenant sent to some of the principal gentlemen, 
merely to request their attention to the subject ; but at the 
same time to assure them, that he did not wish it to be car- 
ried, unless by the uninfluenced opinion of the weal^, and 
sense and loyaky of the country. What was the first par- 
liamentary step? — "^The Chancellor of the Exchequer and 
Prime Serjeant turned out of office, because they yentured 
to declare an opinion against it. The measure then brought 
forward without hinting at the opinion of the people, 
but on the contrary, asserting the full competence of the 
parliament to decide without them. Ap insidious speech 
prepared by the minister and delivered from the throne, af- 
fecting to advise merely general strengthening of the empire, 
but which the secretary was compelled to avow meant 
Union, and Unibn only. — What followed? — ^The measure 
was justified by the noble secretary on account of the po- 
verty^ and wTctchedrress of Ireland, and the necessity of 
separation flowing from the constitution of 1782. The 
principle of influence which had been exerted was justified, 
and the intention fairly avowed of following it up to the full 
extent of the prerogative, — the question was discussed for 
two days in all its relations, the principle examined, and the 
details supposed the most favourable which possibly could 
be granted to Ireland; and after that fall discussion, in 
despite of the calamities and terrors of the times, in despite 
of the surprise with which it was brought on, in despite of 
the influence exercised and avowed, the preliminary prin- 
ciple was rejected by a majority not only not acting under 
any corrupt influence, but against all corrupt influence. 
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On the importance of Religion to a Nation. 



WHAT may be the form of the religion of the several 
classes of the people 1 care not to enquire. If the princi- 
ples of Christianity prevail — if a conviction of the existence 
of a future state^ in which rewards and punishments are dis- 
tributed, be kept alive in the minds of the people, they will 
never become instruments for the commission of abomina- 
ble crimes. But if these sentiments be extinguished— if 
ihey shall be taught to cast off all regard for a future world; 
the ties which bind them to earth as well as to heaven are 
rent asunder. We have had a miserable example of this in 
our own time. You may recollect that, not many years 
back, in a neighbouring country, the most dreadful atrocities 
were committed ; you recollect the overthrow of an ancient 
monarchy — that overthrow, deplorable as it was, was not the 
most dismal scene of the tragedy. The horrors of that unfortu- 
nate revolution, in which the hands of the father were imbrued 
in the blood of the son — ^in which all moral and social rela- 
tions were raised in mutual warfare, could not be perpetra- 
ted until the sentiments of religion were previously extin- 
guished in. the minds of the people. Human nature was not 
outraged by gross and unexampled crimes, until a solemn 
decree was framed, declaring that there was no God in 
heaven! What the consequences were every man knows. 
But this I state, that as soon as a settled form of government 
was established, it was found that atheism and infidelity, 
which were the ready instruments to throw down an ancient 
throne, were an insecure foundation for a new one ; and one 
of the first acts of the founder of the new dynasty was to 
restore the consolations of religion to his thirsty and suppli- 
cating subjects. 
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On the absurdity or supposing that the Con- 
nexions BETWEEN England and Ireland could 

BE ENDANGERED BY THE CLASHING OF THEIR 

RESPECTIVE Parliaments. 



I ASK the minister further^ what is there in his theory of 
equal vahie to the proof from experience^ that a common 
king and separate parliaments produce a good practical 
system of liberty and connexion f The two' parliaments 
may clash ! So in Great Britain may king and parliament ; 
but we see they never do so injuriously. There are princi- 
ples of repulsion ! yes ; but there are principles of attrac- 
tion, and from these the enlightened statesman extracts the 
principle by which the countries are to be harmoniously go- 
verned. As soon would I listen to the shallow observer of 
nature, who should say there is a centrifugal force impressed 
on our globe, and therefore, lest we should be hurried into 
the void of space, we ought to rush into the centre to be 
consumed there.-->No — I say to this rash arrainger of the 
dispensations of the Almighty, there are impulses from 
whose wholesome opposition eternal wisdom has declared 
the law by which we revolve in our proper sphere, and at 
our proper distance. So I say to the political visionary, — 
from the opposite forces which you object to, I see the 
wholesome law of imperial connexion derived— I see the 
two countries preserving their due distance from each other, 
generating and imparting heat, and light, and life, and 
health, and vigour; and I will abide by the wisdom and ex- 
perience of the ages which are passed, in preference to the 
speculations of any modem philosopher. 
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Extravagance of the Suiiii£ND£R RfiauiRtD 
FROM Ireland by England, deduced from 

THEIR RELATIVE LOCAL SITUATION. 



THIS is, indeed, under all its' circumstances, the most ei- 
travagant demand ever made by one nation from anotber. 
Ireland, a happy httle iskind, with a population of between 
fo»r and five millioiis-af people — hardy, gai^lant, and entho^ 
astic — possessed of all the means of civilization — agricultafe 
and commerce well pursued and understood — laws well ar- 
ranged and administered — » constitution fully recognised and 
established; her revenues, her trade, her manufactures 
thriving beyond the hope or example ot any other country o( 
her extent, wifhin these few years advancing with a rapidity 
astfonishing even to herself; not complaining of her deficiency 
in any of these respects, but enjoying and acknowkdgiag 
her prosperity, is called upon to surrender them all to the con- 
troul of whom ? To » great and powerful comanent, t^ 
whom nature intended her as an appendage ? To a m^hty 
people, totally exceeding her in ail calculation of tevritoiy 
and population ? No, — but to another happy little island, 
placed beside her m the bosom of the atlantic, of little more 
than double her territory and population, and possessif^ re- 
sources^ not nearly so superior to her wants ; and this too as 
istand, which has grown great and prosperous, and happy, 
by the very same advantages which Ireland enjoys — a free 
and independant constitutton, and the pcotection of a do- 
mestic superintendant parliament. The wealth and power 
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md dignity of Great Britain^ (in which no man rejoices 
nore sincerely than I do) are the most irresistible arguments 
igainst an union — a little clod of earth, by the eNJoyraent of 
reedom, has generated strength and wealth, and majesty ; 
he has reared her head above the waters, and has dictated 
o the unwieldy lethargic despotisms, and to the unripened 
(ervile dependencies of Europe. 






Mr. Plunket's Opinion in 1800; on the Terms 
ON which Ireland should then hold British 
Connexion. 

FOR the present constitution I am ready to make any 
sacrifice — I have proved it. For British connexion I am 
ready to lay down my life — my actions have proved it — why 
bave I done so ? Because L consider that connexion essential 
to the freedom of Ireland ; do not therefore tear asunder to 
oppose to each other these principles which are identified 
in the minds of loyal IrisHmen — for me^ I do not hesitate to 
declare, that if the madness of the revolutionist should tell 
me you must sacrifice Britisb ceoiMxion, I would adhere to 
that connexion in preference to the independence of my 
country ; but I have as little hesitation in saying, that if the 
wanton amt>ition of a miutster should assault the freedom of 
Ireland and compel me tcy the akernatrve, I would fling the 
connexion to the winds, and I would clasp the independence 
of my country to my heart. I trust the virtue and wisdom 
of the Irish parliament and people will prevent that dreadful 
alternative from arising— if it should come, be the guilt of 
it on the heads of those who make it necessary. 
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Difference in the regiuisites for good or evil. 



SIR, I confess 1 did at one time rejoice in the appoint- 
ment of the noble lord^''^ to the administration of this coun- 
try. When I perceived that wicked and^destructive measures 
were in agitation, I rejoiced that an impotent and incapable 
instrument was selected for their execution : but I have 
ceased to entertain that feeling, because, though I am as 
well convinced as I am of my own existence that he never 
can accomplish his measure^ I see by woeful experience 
that he may do infinite mischief in attempting it. Sir, there 
are no talents too mean — there are no powers too low for 
the accomplishment of mischief — it is the condition of our 
nature — it is part of the mysterious and inscrutable dispen- 
sation of Providence, that talent, and virtue, and wisdom, are 
necessary for the achievement of great good ; but there is 
no capacity so vile or so wretched as not to be adequate to 
the perpetration of evil. 



Comparison between Mr. Pitt and Lord 

Castlereagh. 

THE example of the prime minister of England, inimitable 
in its vices, may deceive the noble lord. The minister of 
England has his faults ; he* abandoned in his latter years the 

* Castlereagh. 
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principles of reform, by professing which he had obtained 
the early confidence of the people of England, and in the 
\vhole of his political conduct he4ia8 shown himself haughty 
and intractable; but it must be admitted that he has shown 
himself by nature endowed with a towering and transcendant 
intellect, and that the vastness of his moral resources keeps 
pace with the magnificence and unboundedness of his pro- 
jects. I thank God, that it is much more easy for him to 
transfer his apostacy and his insolence, than his comprehen- 
sion and sagacity ; and I feel the safety of my country in the 
wretched feebleness of her enemy. I cannot fear that the 
constitution which has been formed by the wisdom of sages, 
and cemented by the blood of patriots and of heroes, is to be 
smitten to its centre by such a green and limber twig as this. 



A Description of the Preparations made bv 
THE Irish Government after their first 
Defeat, to secure the Success of a subse- 
auENT Attempt to carry the Union. 

THE public will not easily forget that memorable day^ 
when the usher of the black rod was stationed within the 
doors of the commons, to watch the instant at which the 
house assembled. The public will not easily forget the in- 
decent precipitation with which the message from the throne 
was delivered, without allowing time even for the ordinary 
vote of thanks to you, Sir, for your conduct in that ehair. — 
They will not easily forget, not the abseapje, but the dis- 
graceful flight, of the minister of the country, to avoid the 
exposure and the^ punishment of guilt. When the functions 
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of this house were thus superseded^ his exceUency, for (he 
first time^ thought proper to inform them of the resolutions 
of the British parliament; and he was further pleased to 
insioHate, that it woivkl he a great satisfaction to him in his 
oki age^ if we would he so good as to adopt this measure of 
an incorporating union. I must for one beg to be excused 
from making quite so great a sacrifice, frome mere personal 
* civility y to any lord-lieutenant, however respectable he may 
be. The independence of a nation, I ndust own, does not 
appear to me to be exactly that kind of bagatelle, whtcli is 
to be oflered by way of compliment, either to the youth of 
the noble lord who honours us by his presence in this house, 
or to the old age of the noble marquis, who occasionally 
sheds his setting lustre over the other ; to the fireft I am dis- 
posed to say, in the words of Waller — 

** I pray 4hee, gentle boy, 
" Press me no more for that slight toy" — 

and to A^ if^o ^ cn^gbt ^^ly ^e (lac^ui^ of jac^r 
Constance — 

** Wht^s a good chHd — go do its grandoBD'^give g]»ndam\kiQgdoiii— 
and its granda^i will glye U a plumb, ^ chqrry, anid a4&g — there's a good 
grandam'' — ^ 

I hope^ therefore^ Sir^ I shall not be thought impolite^ if I 
decline die «ffer of the tonstitution of Ireland, ^either as a 
garland to adorn the youthful brow of the secretary, or lo 
be suspended over the pillow of the viceroy. 

Thus ended <lhat never-to-be-forgotten session. What has 
since been done P Durii^ the whole interval between iht 
sessions, the same iiare^faced system of parliamentary oar- 
ruption has been pursued— dismissals, promotions, direatSy 
promises — ^in despite of all this, the minister feamd he 
eoidld not succeed in parliament, and he afiected to appeal 
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to what he bad before despiiedy the sentiment of ^tbe )>eople. 
Wfaeii be was confident of a najority, iihe people were to be 
beard only through the constitutional medium of their repre- 
»entatives ; when he was driven out of parliament^ the sense 
of the people became every thing. Bribes were promised 
to the catholic clergy — bribes were promised to the presby- 
terian clergy — I trust they have been generally spurned wilk 
the contempt they merited. The noble lord understands 
bu*t badly the genius of the religion in which he was edu<- 
cated — you held out hopes to the catholic body^ which were 
never intended to be gratified ; regardless of the disappoint- 
ment^ and indignation, and eventual rebellion, which yon 
might kindle-«-regardless of every thing, provided the pre- 
sent paltry little object were obtained-r-^in the same breath 
you held out professions to the protestant, equally delusive ; 
and having thus prepared the way, the representative of 
majesty set out on his mission, to court his sovereign, the 
' majesty of the people. It is painful to dwc^H on that dis- 
graceful expedition — no place too obscure to be visited — no 
rank too low to be courted — ^no threat too vile to be re- 
frained from — the counties not sought to be legally con- 
vened by their sheriffs — no attempt to collect the unbiassed 
suffrage of the intelligent and independent part of the com- 
munity-^— public addresses sought for* from petty villages — 
and private signatures smuggled from public counties-— and 
how procured ? By the influence 'Of 'absentee landlords ; not 
over the affections, but over the terrors, of their tenantry, by 
griping agents and revenue officers — and after al^l this mum- 
mery had been e:ithausted, after the lustre of royalty had 
been tarnished by this vulgar intercourse with the lowest of 
the rabble, after every spot had been selected where a paltry 
address could be procured, and every place av^nded, w^here 
a manly sentiment could be encountered, after abusing tbe 
names of the dead, and forging the signatures of the living, 
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after polling the iiibabitaut of the gaol and calling out agtinst 
the parliament the suffrages of those who dare not come in 
to sign them till they had got their protections in their 
pockety after employing the revenue officer to threaten the 
publican that he should be marked as a victim^ and the 
agent to terrify the shivering tenant with the prospect of his 
turf-bog being withheld, if he did not sign your addresses 
after employing your military commanders, the uncontrolled 
arbiters of life and death, to hunt the rabble against the 
constituted authorities, after squeezing the lowest dregs of a 
population of near five millions, you obtained about five 
thousand signatures, three fourths of whom affixed their 
names in surprize, terror> or total ignorance of the subject; 
and after all this canvass of the people, an'd after all this 
corruption wasted on the parliament, and after aU your 
boasting that you must carry the measure, by a triumphant 
majority, you do not dare to announce the subject in the 
speech from the throne. You talk of respect for our gra- 
cious sovereign — I ask what can be a more gross disrespect 
than this tampering with the royal name — pledged to the 
English parliament to bring the measure before us at a 
proper opportunity — ^holding it out to us at the close of the 
last session, and not daring to hint it at the beginning of this. 
— Is it not notorious why you do not bring forward the 
measure now ? Because the fruits of your corruption have 
not yet blossomed, because you did not dare hazard the 
debate last session, in order to fill up the vacancies which 
the places bestowed by you, avowedly for this question, had 
occasioned, and because you have employed the interval in 
the same sordid traffic, and because you have a band of dis- 
interested patriots waiting 16 come in and complete the ei^* 
lightened majority, who are to vote away the liberties of 
Ireland. 
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f^iOn the Competency of the Irish Parj-iament 
p TO PASS THE Measure of Union. 



Si!' 

^2 SIR, ly in the most express terms, deny the competency 
^. of parliament to do this act. I warn you, do not dare to lay 
^^ your hand on the constitution. — I tell you, that, if, circura- 
^ stanced as you are, you pass this act, it will be a nullity, and 
. that no man in Ireland will be bound to obey it. I mak^ 
, the assertion deliberately — I repeat it, and I call on any man 
who hears me, to take down my words ; you have not been 
, elected for this purpose — you are appointed to make laws 
and not legislatures — you are appointed to act under the 
constitution, not to alter it — ^you are appointed to exercise 
the functions of legislators and not to transfer them — and if 
you do so your act is a dissolution of the government — ^you 
' resolve society into its original elements and no man in the 
land is bound to obey you. Sir, I state doctrines which are 
not merely founded in the immutable laws of justice and of 
truth. — I state not merely the opinions of the ablest men who 
^ have written on the science of government, but I state the 
^^ practice of our constitution as settled at the aera of the revo- 
lution, and I state the doctrine under which the house of 
Hanover derives its title to the throne. Has the king a right 
to transfer his crown ? Is he competent to annex it to the 
^ crown of Spain or any other country ? No — but he may 
abdicate it; and every man who knows the constitution 
knows the consequence, the right reverts to the next in suc- 
cession — if they all abdicate, it reverts to the people. The 
man who questions this doctrine, in the same breath, must 
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arraign the sovereign on the throne as an usurper. Are you 
competent to transfer your legislative rights to the French 
council of five hundred ? Are you competent to transfer 
them to the British parliament? I answer, no. When 
you transfer you abdicate, and the great original trust results 
to the people from whom it issued. — Yourselves you maj 
extinguish, but parliament you cannot extinguish — it is en- 
throned in the hearts of the people — it is enshrined in the 
sanctuary of the constitution — ^it is immortal as the island 
which it protects — ^as well might the frantic suicide hope 
that the act which destroys his miserable body should ex- 
tinguish his eternal soul. — Again, I therefore warn you, do 
not dar^ to lay your hands on the constitution ; it is above 
your power. Sir, I do not say that the parliament and the 
people, by mutual consent and co-operation, may not change 
the form of the constitution. Whenever such a case arises 
it must be decided on its own merils-^-but that is not this 
case. If government considers this a season peculiarly fitted 
for experiments on the constitution, they may call on the 
people. I ask you are you ready to do so i Are you ready 
to abide the event of such an appeal ? What is it you must, 
in that event, submit to the people ? Not this particular 
project, for if you dissolve the present form of government, 
they become free to choose any other — ^you fling them to the 
fury of the tempest — you must call on them to unhouse 
themselves of the established constitution, and to fashion to 
themselves another. I ask again, is this the time for an ex- 
periment of that nature ? Thank God, the people have ma- 
nifested no such wish — so far as they have spoken, their 
voice is decidedly against this daring innovation. — You know 
that no voice has been uttered in its favour, and you cannot 
be infatuated enough . to take confidence from the silence 
which prevails in some parts of the kingdom*— if you know 
how to appreciate thatsileuce it is more formidable than the 
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most claDioarous opposition — you may be rived and shivered 
by the lightening before you hear the peal of the thunder ! 
But^ sir^ we are told that we should discuss this question 
with calmness and composure. — I am called on to surrender 
my birth right and my honour, and I am t6ld I should be 
calm and should be composed. National pride! Inde- 
pendence of our country ! These, we are told by the mi« 
nister, are only vulgar topics fitted but for the meridian of the 
mob, but unworthy to be mentioned to such an enlightened 
assembly as this ; they are trinkets and gewgaws fit to catch 
the fancy of childish and unthinking people like you, sir, or 
like your predecessor in that chair, but utterly unworthy the 
consideration of this house, or of the matured understanding 
of the noble lord who condeyends to instruct it ! Gracious 
God ! We see a Perry re-ascending from the tomb and rais- 
ing his awful voice to warn us against the surrender of our 
freedom, and we see that the proud and virtuous feelings 
which warm the breast of that aged and venerable man, are 
only calculated to excite the contempt of this young philo- 
sopher who has been transplanted from the nursery to the 
cabinet to outrage the feelings and understanding of the 
country. 



DfipUNCIATION AGAINST THE MeN AND THE MeANS 
BY WHICH THE UnION WAS PERPETRATED. 

LET me again ask you, how was the rebellion of 179B 
put down ? By the zeal and loyalty of the gentlemen of 
Ireland rallying round — what ? a reed shaken by the winds, a 
wretched apology for a minister who neither knew how to 
give or where to seek protection ! No — but round the laws 
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and constitution and independence of the country. What 
were the affections and motives that called us into action^ 
To protect our families, our properties, and our liberties.— 
What were the antipathies' by which we were excited ? Our 
abhorrence of French principles and French ambitioo.— 
What was it to us that France was a republic ? — I rather re- 
joiced when I saw the ancient despotism of France pat 
down. What was it to us that she dethroned her monarch? 
I admired the virtues and wept for, the sufferings of the man, 
but as a nation it affected us not. The reason I took up 
armtj and am ready still to bear them against France, is 
because she intruded herself upon our domestic concero»7- 
because, with the rights of man and the love of freedom on 
her tongue, I see that she hag the lust of dominion in her 
heart — because wherever she has placed her foot^ she has 
erected her throne^ and that to be her friend or her ally is to 
be her tributary or her slave. Let me ask, is the present 
conduct of the British minister calculated to augment or to 
transfer that antipathy? No^ sir, I will be bold to say, that 
licentious and impious France, in all the unrestrained ex- 
cesses which anarchy and atheism have given birth to^ has 
not committed a more insidious act against her enemy than 
is now attempted by her professed champion of civilized 
Europe against a friend and an ally in the hour of her cala- 
mity and distress — at a moment when our country is fikdl 
with British troops — when the loyal men of Ireland are 
fatigued with their exertions to put down rebellion— efforts 
in which they had succeeded before these troops arrived— 
whilst our Habeas Corpus Act is suspended — Whilst triak 
by court martial are carrying on in many parts of the king- 
dom — whilst the people are taught to think that they have 
no right to meet or to deliberate^ and whilst the great body 
of them are so palsied by their fears, and worn down by 
their exertions, that even the vital question is scarcely able 
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to rouse them from their lethargy — at the moment when we 
are distracted by domestic dissentions — dissentions artfully 
kept alive as the pretext for our present subjugation and the 
itistrumenf of our future thaldrom ! ! Sir^ I thank administra^ 
tion for this measure. They are^ without intending it^ 
putting an end to our dissentions — through this black cloud 
which they have collected over us, I see the light breaking 
in upon this unfortunate counti^. They have composed our 
dissentions — not by fomenting the embers of a lingering and 
subdued rebellion — not by hallooing the Protestant against 
the Catholic and the Catholic against the Protestant — not 
by committing the north against the south — not by incon- 
sistent appeals to local or to party prejudices — no — but by 
the avowal of this atrocious conspiracy against the liberties 
of Ireland, they have subdued every petty and subordinate 
distinction. They have united every rank and description of 
men by the pressure of this grand and momentous subject^ 
and I tell them that they will see every honest and independr 
ent man in Ireland rally round her constitution and merge 
every other consideration in his opposition to this unge- 
nerous and odious measure. For my own part, I will resist 
it to the last gasp of my existence *and with the last drop of 
my bloody and when I feel the hour of my dissolution ap- 
proaching, I wili^ like the father of Hannibal, take my 
children to the altar and swear them to eternal hostility 
against the invaders of their country's freedom. — Sir, I shall 
not detain you by pursuing this question through the topics 
which it so abundantly offers. — I should be proud to think 
my name might be handed down to posterity in the same 
roll with these disinterested patriots who have successfully 
resisted the enemies of their country — successfully 1 trust it 
will be — in all events I have my " exceeding great reward" 
— I shall bear in my heart the consciousness of having done 
my duty, and in the hour of death I shall not be haunted by 
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the reflectioo of iiaving basely sold or meanly abandoned the 
liberties of my native land. Can every man who gives his 
vote on the other side this night lay his hand upon his heart 
and make the same declaration ? I hope so — it will be well 
for his own peace — the indignation and abhorrence of his 
countrymen %vill not accompany him through life, and the 
curses of his children will not follow him to his grave. 




MR. FLOOD. 



- Henry Flood was universally considered 
by his contemporaries as one of the tnost emi- 
nent men that Ireland ever produced- " The 
best, the most able, the most indefatigable, 
the most sincere man, (said Mr. Montgomery, 
speaking of him in the Irish House of Com- 
mons,) that had ever sacrificed private interest 
to the advantage of his country/^ I regret 
much, that with all my anxiety, I am not 
able to give any thing like a just idea of his 
eloquence. But the fact is, no single effort 
can do it — he was the speaker oi every night — 
bringing to every debate, energy, learning, 
promptitude and eloquence, which appeared 
quite inexhaustible. It is therefore imfair to 
think of him as of one who on such an occasion 
made an eloquent speech, but as of one who 
on all occasions, and he avoided non^, 
brought to the debate talents equally power- 
ful. He was transferred late in life to the 
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British House, but he seldom spoke and then 
but feebly, in comparison of his great fame, 
owing, as his friends have t6ld me, to a com- 
plication of maladies which bo^gan to prey on 
him and afterwards proved fatal. The 
speeches which I give of his,, exhibit wonder- 
ful powers of reasoning, and certainly could 
never have been the production of an ordi- 
nary intellect, but still they convey a very 
inadequate idea of their great author. They 
were known at the time, by the name of his 
renunciation speeches^ and it may hot be amiss 
here to give an hasty sketch of the circum- 
stances in which they originated. The Eng- 
lish parliament had long assumed and exer- 
cised the power of making laws binding on 
Ireland. About the time of the Revolution 
the right to exercise this power was contro- 
verted by Mr. W. Molyneux, the friend of 
Locke, in a small tract which the English 
Parliament ordered to be burnt. The Irish 
continued to obey the English laws thus made. 
In the sixth year of the reign of George the 
First, the British parliament passed an Act 
declaring that it had, hath, and of right 
ought to have the power of making laws 
binding on Ireland. This right was pubhcly 
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denied in the Irish House of Commons by 
Mr. Grattan in the year 1782, and he was 
supported in this opinion by Mr. Flood and 
by most of the principal speakers of that time. 
Their opinion spread through the island. No 
jury would take the English acts into their 
consideration. The judges declined even 
adverting to them in their charges. At this 
time the administration in England was 
changed. The Duke of Portland was made 
Lord-Lieutenant, and ordered to recommend 
the Irish Parliament to take into their consi- 
deration, the discontents which prevailed 
among the people, in order to have such a 
final adjustment as might give mutual sdtis- 
faction to both kingdoms. Mr. Grattan then 
moved an kddress to the king, stating that 
they had seen with concern certain claims 
advanced by the parliament of Great Britain 
in an act passed in the 6th year of George III. 
entitled, " An act for the better securing the 
dependency of Ireland,^' which act, and the 
claims it advances, were the principal cause 
of the discontents. The British parliament, 
in consequence, repealed this act. Mr. Flood 
insisted in the following speeches that the 
mere repeal of this aqt was not sufficient, it 
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being only declaratory of what the law was 
supposed to be before its enactment, and that 
therefore the repeal should be accompanied 
by a renunciation of the alleged right. Such 
is a simple elucidation of the subject of the 
following speeches, which Mr. Flood has 
certainly treated in a masterly manner. They 
combine the logic of a lawyer, the eloquence 
of an orator, and the sagacity of a statesman. 
It is by no means improbable that in this 
very discussion the British minister became 
first impressed with the necessity of annihil- 
ating, quocunque modo, the assembly in 
which it originated. Mr. Flood did not live, 
happily for himself, to see the political degra- 
dation of his country. 
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First Renunciation Speech of Mr. Flood. 



i!^ 



^ NOTHING ever was more judicious than the conduct 
^ of Great Britain on this occasion. She was so embarrassed 
^^, abroad^ and you were so strong at home, that she could not 
deny the repeal of the declaratory law. Yet it must ever be 
her wish to retain the principle of it^ because it is the prin- 
^ ciple of power, which no nation has ever relinquished while 
illDi it could maintain it. What then has she done ? By seeming 
to yield unconditionally to you^ she seized on the generous 
credulity of your nature, and took full advantage of a change 
in her own administration. Her first step was bold, in order 
to strike your imaginations with something that seemed to be 
decisive. She resolved that the declaratory law ought to be 
repealed : she did not say, however, that it ought to be 
repealed, as having been a false and erroneous declaration 
of law ; far from it ; not a man in the British parliament 
held such an idea : the very mover and seconder of the reso- 
lution said the contrary. I mention them both with honour; 
. I mention the ministry", the parliament, and the people of 
Great Britain, with all honour. I lament, but cannot 
blame their sentiment on this subject. They declared the 
constitutional right of the British parliament to make laws 
for every part of the empire; one of them said externally; 
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and the other both externally and internally. One said the 
repeal must be accompanied by a final adjustment^ and the 
other that the law conld only be repealed on a principle of 
compact. 

Now this is so far from a renunciation, that it is the very 
contrary, and a repeal without a renunciation leaves you in 
effect only where you were. It is a first principle of law, 
that a declaratory act only declares the law to be what it was 
before ; that is to say, that it only declares, and that it does 
not alter the law. — What follows ? That as making a decla- 
ratory act does not alter law, so neither can the mere un- 
making of such an act alter law. Or in other words it 
follows, that if a declaratory act is not pronounced to have 
been an erroneous declaration of law, the bare repeal of it 
can do no other than leave the law in that state in which the 
declaratory act did declare it to have been before such decla- 
ratory act passed. An enacting statute alters the law when 
it is made, and consequently when it is repealed it alters the 
law ; that is to say, its enaction makes law, and therefore its 
repeal unmakes law. Inconsiderate people confound this 
idea of an enacting, with that of a declaratory act, and are 
imposed on to believe that the repeal of a declaratory act, 
unmakes and alters the law, in like manner as the repeal of 
an enacting statute does ; but this is utterly false. The re- 
peal of a declaratory law (unless it contains a renunciation 
of the principle) is only a repeal of the declaration, and not 
of the legal principle.-^The principle remains behind in full 
force, unless it be renounced. This is universally true, and 
it is strengthened in this case by this circunistance. Many 
acts have been made by the British parliament binding 
Ireland, some of them before the declaratory law of George 
the first. Now whilst one of these remains, there, is an 
exercise and a proof of the right, stronger by much than the 
declaratory law. A simple repeal, therefore, of tbe declara* 
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tory law, is no vindication of your legislature. But it is 
argued, that because in your first address you declare that 
the British parliament has no such right, therefore the repeal 
joined to this, will be equal to a renunciation by England. 
But what ftian in his senses can believe that our renuncia- 
tion of the British claim can be equal to her own renuncia- 
tion of it P Or that in any controversy, an assertion of a 
party in his own favour, is equal to the admiQsion of his 
antagonist? If Britain renounces it, no other power on 
earth can pretend to maintain it. But if all the rest of the 
world were to deny her pretension, yet as long as she main- 
tains it, our rights are unvindicated, and our constitution is 
in danger. Will any man say, that if I ask a thing on a 
particular pVinciple, that therefore if I obtain it at all, it 
must follow that I obtain it on my own principle ? There is 
no such inference in law, in logic, or in reason ; it would 
only appear that the two parliaments had agreed in one 
point, that of the bare repeal, but it never would appear 
without an express renunciation, that they agreed in the re-> 
uunciation also, and we knew the fact to be, that they do 
not agree with us in that principle. But to put this argu- 
ment to a decisive proof, let us suppose that after such a 
simple repeal, that at a future day the British parliament 
should revive the principle, and make a law for us. Suppose 
that Ireland should remonstrate on this — suppose she should 
read that paragraph of her address, and quote the British 
repeal of the declaratory law, and should argue from both, 
that England had for ever renounced her claim, do you 
think that England woitld listen to such an inference, or tliat 
any reasoner in Europe would allow the force of the argu- 
ment f Would she allow you to piece your address to her 
act of parliament ? If you questioned her declaratory^ act, 
would she not question your declaratory address? Would 
she not appeal to ithe language held by her own members ? 
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Would she not appeal to words upon your journals ? Would 
she not appeal to the silence of her law of repeal, and to 
your acquiescence under that silence? Would she not say 
that that was virtually a national relinquishment of any idea 
of renunciation, so that the principle remained not only uii- 
renounced, but the equity of it impliedly admitted by 
Ireland, at a moment when she was the ablest to contest it ? 
But I shall be asked (though the repeal of the declaratory 
law should be simple and imperfect) whether I think that 
England will ever revive the claim ? I answer, I cannot be 
certain that she will, neither can I be oertain that she will 
not ; and I ask in return, whether any man will be surety 
that she will not ; and if any man is weak enough to say 
that he will be so, I will tell him that this nation will not 
be weak enough to accept of his surety, (no mortal is ade- 
quate to such a business.) I add, that England either h&5 
or has not a possible notion of such a revival ; if she has not, 
she will not quarrel about renouncing it ; and if she has, the 
renunciation is absolutely necessary. I add, that if she does 
not renounce the claim, she certainly may revive it ; but that 
if she does renounce it, she certainly cannot revive it. Yes, 
you will say, for she might even repeal an act of renunciation; 
and to argue every thing fairly, 1 will admit that in the ut- 
most range of possibility such an outrage is not unimaginable; 
but what do I infer P Not that I should be the more negli- 
gent, but that I ought to be the more careful ; that it is oiy 
duty to make it impossible if I can ; and if I cannot do so, 
that it is my duty to make it next to impossible. It is ab- 
surd to say, because I cannot make a thing physically im- 
practicable, that therefore I should leave it morally easy ; but 
it is good sense to say, that I will make a thing as difficult 
as I can, though I cannot make it as difficult as I would, and 
that if I cannot make a thing impossible, I will make it next 
to impossible. 
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Indeed, on what principle did we enter into this business ? 
It was noi surely on the silly notion of getting the force or 
the good will of England to act on our side, and against her- 
self in this question. That was impossible. What then was 
our pursuit P To obtain the utmost security that law could 
give ; certain, that if at such a time of extremity, we did not 
obtain it, we never should be able to obtain it ; we had but 
an alternative ; either to rely on the liberality of England, 
and then to suffer her declaratory-law to remain, as a thing 
impotent and never to be exercised ; or in a matter of such 
stupendous consequence, we were to say, that we would not 
trust the generosity even of Great Britain, but that we would 
have solid and legal security. The latter is certainly the 
strongest, and the most rational dependance ; but though 
the former be weaker, it is better than neither. Now, in 
desiring even the repeal of the declaratory-law, you forfeit 
the liberality of England, because you do uot confide in it ; 
and if you do not carry the matter on until you obtain legal 
security, you in effect relinquish both. HThat is to say, you 
do the very worst thing the case is capable of, so that it would 
be difficult to say whether your attempt was the most glorious, 
or the conduct of it the most inadequate and disgraceful. 
But the pride of England will be hurt. I should be sorry 
for it ; either however her pride is contrarsted to our security, 
or it is not ; if it is not, our effectuating our security will not 
hurt her pride ; and if it is contrasted to us, we must chuse 
one of two things, either to hurt her pride in order to obtain 
our security, or to relinquish our security in order not to 
hurt her pride ; but if there be a pride on one »de, there is 
a pride also on the other ; if there be a pride of England, 
there is a pride of Ireland too. Now I ask which ought to 
give way, for one must, and I answer impartially, that 
which has the worst foundation. Now which is that ? The 
pride of England in this case, is the pride of wrong, and the 
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pride of usurpation. The pride of Ireland is the pride of 
right, the pride of justice, the pride of constitution. 1 will 
not ask you, after that, which ought to give way ; but it is 
wrong to put this question principally upon pride. England 
it is^true, has a pride in the matter, but she has what $be 
values more, a principle of power. Ireland too, has a 
pride in the matter, but she has what she ought to value 
much more, a principle of permanent security. Now that 
nation will be the wisest in this transaction, ^that sacritices 
her least object, to preserve her greatest, and England will 
do this precisely, if she can prevail on you to accept of a 
simple repeal without a renunciation ; for in that case she 
will sacrifice a little pride to preserve all her power; whereas 
you will, for a petty sacrifice to your pride, forfeit all your 
security. But a confidence in the present administration 
ought to stop us. I deny it, not that I mean to deny or 
diminish any one of their virtues ; I will allow them to have 
as much ability, power, popularity, and patriotism, as any 
of their predecessors: to fortify my argument, I will sup- 
pose them to have more of every excellence than all their 
predecessors together, and what do I say then ? I ask, are 
the wisest, and greatest men of Ireland, the men that would 
soonest relinquish what they thought to be the rights and 
dignities of Ireland ? Certainly not. Are then the wisest, 
honestest, and greatest men of England, the likeliest te re- 
linquish what they think the rights and dignities of England? 
Certainly not — either then the ministry are such men as I 
have been describing, or they are not ; if they are not such 
men, they do not deserve our peculiar confidence iu any 
thing ; and if they are such men, they cannot deserve our 
peculiar confidence in this point, unless their principle and 
conviction be on our side. Now we know it to be decidedly 
against us. Why does any country wish for a strong admi- 
nistration, I ask ? Because it makes the country strong. — 
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Now was it from the strength of England that we have 

^^ gained our advantages^ or from her weakness? From her 

^ weakness undoubtedly. How then do we argue? The 

^ great strength of administration gives great strength to 

^ £ngland^ but the great strength of England in this case is 

^ the weakness of Ireland; and yet the strength of admiiiistra- 

'"■ tion is her security — these things are impossible. 

k-" This brings* me to what fell from Mr. Fox — ^he said,- the 

^ - measure of the repeal could not stand alone, but must be 

-^ accompanied by a final adjustment, and by a solid basis of 

' permanent connexion betwe^ these kingdoms ; he said, that 

^ some plan of this sort would come from the servants of the 

' crown in Ireland to the Irish parliament, that when the 

•^ result of parliament was known, a treaty might be begun, if 

: necessary ; if a treaty should proceed, then it would be to 

'^' be ratified by the two parliaments, and finally to be com- 

'- pleted by irrevocable acts of the respective legislatures. — 

Now, I say, if we are to negociate at present, we are to de- 

• part from our original principles ; it is not five weeks ago 

that we all declared that we had made this as a peremptory 

demand, and that we had nothing in it to negociate; were 

we now to begin to negociate, we should negociate after 

great advantages had been obtained against us ; for instance, 

we were desired to specify our wrongs that they might be 

redressed; we^id so, and as we specified for redress> we 

made our specification as narrow as possible, in order to 

facilitate redress ; but had we specified with a view to nego- 

ciation, we must have made our specification as broad as 

possible, in order to have the greater advantage in negocia- 

tioD. Our second address is another advantage gained 

against us, that is represented even here, and still more will 

it be held in England to be a repeated restriction on the re^ 

quisitions of this country. What follows ? That if we were 

to negociate now, we must negociate all on one side, bound 
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up not to make demands, and open only to make conces- 
sions. Now a negociation in which one may give every thing 
and gain nothing, may be called a negociation by some men, 
but \^ most men it will be called folly ; in this too we are 
to propose, though this proposition is to be against ourselves, 
and we are to propose this through the servants of the crown, 
which is still more against us. Now the servants of the 
crown will not propose terms for England, rill our parlia- 
ment is properly prepared for the subject, and we know 
what that means. If the servants of the crown and the par- 
liament cannot be got to go far enough for England, then a 
treaty is to be begun, in which England will have advantage 
as to matter, and command as to time. In the stage of 
ratification she will have more, and in that of completion 
and consummation still greater advantages in all of these 
stages; all the cabinet and parliamentary councils of Eng- 
land will be unanimous on one side, viz. that of England. 
But the cabinet and parliamentary cpuncils of Ireland will 
not be unanimous in favour of Ireland, but will in general 
have a decided majority in favour of England. What equity 
can there be in such a result ? Here are five stages marked 
out by Mr. Fox, in each of which there may be a final diflfer- 
ence of sentiment, and in each of which there may be a ne- 
cessity for some, and an opportunity for greater delay*, with- 
out ^any management ; this must be dilatory, and with a 
little dexterity it can easily be spun out to a piece. Now I 
ask you, what it is that has given you every thing, is it not 
time ? And as time has given you every thing, reflect that 
time may also take every thing away from you ; but time is 
not necessary, negociation alone is sufficient to undo you ; 
you were not bom to be negociators; the negociator is a 
dark, austere, inexorable character; you are soft, open, and 
persuadable ; you have not the detailed knowledge, the sys- 
tematical procrastination, the suspicious reserve, or the 
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frigid perseverance of a negociator. When have you nego- 
ciated that you have not lost ? You negociated at the resto- 
ration, you negociated at the revolution, you negociated at 

B the augmentation of your army, you negociated your free 

s trade, you negociated the mutiny bill. When have you 
demanded that you have not succeeded, and when have you 

rs negociated that you have not been deceived ? 

t There nevSr was a time which required knofe consideration 

::: than the present ; the national exertion began in the last 
I year of lord Buckingham's administration, it is now drawing 

r. to a period, and whether that; shall be glorious or otherwise 
depends on your wisdom : a short view of what we have 
done, will be a guide to what we should do ; we have 
groaned for a century under an encreasing usurpation ; the 

^ American war broke out, and whilst we were called upon 
to shed our blood for Great Britain, we were insulted with 
the application of that principle to Ireland which had re- 
volted AmencsL ; our feelings were exasperated by the appli- 
cation, and our trade was ruined by the war ; we saw our- 
selves beggars in fact, and slaves in assertion. The mer- 
chants flew to a non-importation, agreement, &c. the people 
flew to arms! Amidst this perturbation parliament assem- 
bled, 'and we amended our address by the demand of a free 
constitution, that is of an exclusive legislature, on which all 
freedom of trade must depend — and therefore it was, that I 
did originally differ with some gentlemen, for I asserted that 
they had not obtained that freedom of trade of which they 
had boasted, because they had not obtained that freedom of 
parliamentary constitution, without which a freedom of 
trade could not exist. We received from England a dilatory 
answer. We shortened our money grants to the crown — we 
shortened them to the subject.* And the Irish public 



• The Irish parliament on that occasion, passed the money bills only 
for six months. 
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creditor^^ to their immortal honour, embarked so fully with 
the rights of the nation, as chearfully to accept of a six 
months security. This rapid succession of sober and con- 
sistent efforts struck like lightning on the ministry and parli- 
ament of England, all obstacles gave way, our demand was 
to be granted in all its plenitude, all the British statutss 
restrictive of our foreign commerce, were to be repealed, 
and on that constitutional principle on whiqh alone it would 
be welcome — a principle, which in that early period of this 
question, I took the first opportunity to lay down in clear, 
unambiguous, and categorical terms. What was that prin- 
ciple ? That, having a parliament of our own, our foreign 
trade was necessarily free, and subject to no restrictions as 
to our ports, but such as our parliament might impose. — 
This principle, we were told, was admitted by England,, as 
to our foreign trade, and pleaded by her in return, as to her 
own ports, and those of her own colonies. — She admitted 
the principle which we claimed, and she said she would 
open to us her colony ports, on equal regulation of trade. 
The tidings of this emancipation, as it was idly called, landed 
in Ireland. The post oiBce was illuminated by an emissary 
of the castle ; the college took fire in the next instance by 
an unhappy contagion, and' the city caught the flame in a 
regular and sympathetic succession. All sober considera- 
tion was lost in an ignorant clamour, and the steady puke 
of the public yielded to a fever of exultation. What was 
the consequence ? England saw that we were surprized at 
our success — saw that we had asked more than we expected 
— concluded we would accept of infinitely less — and deter* 
mined that should be as little as she could. First, then, she 
determined, not to repeal all her laws restrictive of our 
foreign commerce, yet, whilst an atom of such restriction 
remains, the total impeachment of your constitution re* 
mains ; when, therefore, an artful resolution was prepared 



MR. FLOOD. 419 

for this house, on that occasion, expressive of satisfac- 
tion in that enlargment of our foreign trade, I exclaimed 
against that word. If you thank the British parliament, 
I said, for the enlargement of your foreign trade, you 
admit she can restrain it ; if you admit she can restrain 
it, you admit her legislative authority ; that is, you gain 
little in commerce, and you lose every thing in consti* 
tiition. I objected to the word foreign, therefore, it belies 
Ireland, and it deceives Great Britain. The independent 
gentlemen of the day, however, did not feel, did not take 
up the principle, yet, though they did not take it up 
that day, they have felt it since ; and though the word 
was universally admitted, then, there is not a man in the 
nation that would not reject it now. Such was the first of 
this business. Let us see how much more worse we made it 
in the progress of n^gociation. The language of England 
was the language of common sense. Ireland must have equal 
regulations of trade, she said, but equal taxes on home con- 
sumption she did not say; equal regulations of trade may subsist 
between a poor country and a rich one, but equal taxes on con- 
sumption cannot. Now what has your negociation made of it? 
You have made your, arrangement a tax^law in part, which 
ought to have been a trade-law in the whole ; that is to say, 
instead of a regulation in trade, you made it a regulation 
against trade, and a caustic regulation too. What regula- 
tion, indeed, can be much more adversary to trade, than a 
heavy tax on a raw material imported for the purpose of 
trade, and for the end of manufacture. So pernicious are 
such taxes, tl^at the ministers in England, whose profusion 
has brought them to that country, have endeavoured to 
exlienuate their malignity by two regulations ; fo console the 
manufacturer, they tell him that they will open to him the 
foreign market, by giving him a drawback on his manufac- 
tures exported, equal to the tax on the imported material. 
And they tell him besides, that they will shul up from him 
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the home market^ and give him a monopoly of it. How ?— 
By laying a prohibitory duty on the manufacture imported 
from abroad ; and what have they done as to manufactured 
sugars f They have laid a prohibitory duty upon them when 
imported into England from any other part of the world, 
Ireland even not excepted. What have we done ? We have 
laid the same prohibitory duty on manufactured sugars im- 
ported into Ireland from any other part of the world ; but 
we have excepted England, whereas she did not except 
Ireland. Now, there was much more reason for our ex- 
cepting England, than there was for her excepting Ireland ; 
and why ; because Ireland could never, by any possibility, be 
a rival in sugars to England in the English market, but 
England is actually a very formidable rival to Ireland in the 
Irish market. What is the fact F The Irish manufacturer 
of sugars has but one rival in the world, and that is the 
English manufacturer of them ? And what have we done F 
We have given him the fullest security against all those that 
are not his rivals. And we have not given it to him against 
the only manufacturers that are his rivals ; we have given 
him perfect protection where he is in no danger, and we 
have not given it to him where he is in all danger. We have 
done worse by him, we have not only given him as much 
security against his only rivals, as against those who are not 
at all his rivals ; but we have not left him as much security 
against his only rivals as he always had before ; that is to 
say, the duty on the imported manufacture now bears a less 
proportion than ever it did before to the duty on the im- 
ported raw materials. By consequence his peril is greater, 
as his protection is less ; and his security being diminished, 
his danger is* enhanced. But this is not all ; you have not 
done for him what England originally pointed out to you in 
his favour : she proposed equality as the principle of your 
regulation of trade ; we adopted it religiously in that part to 
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r which it was not applicable, and, where it was pernicious, I 
r. mean in the tax part ; and we only deserted it in the trade 
part, where alone it was applicable, and where alone it was 
^ beneficial. Such was the spirit in which we negociated our 
free trade ; let us take care how we negociate our free con- 
^ stitution: but the error of that arrangement does not stop 
g here. Its first principle was erroneous ; it set out with this 
J maxim — ^l^hat you were to pay for this as if it were an en- 
largement, and that you were to pay for it in tax, as if you 
^ had not paid it otherwise before. But what is the truth ? 
^ The sugars of Spain, Portugal, and -France, would supply 
your manufactures^ as well as the Bristish West Indian 
islands, and generally better; if, whilst you retained those 
markets, England had opened her colony porls too, this 
would have been a new market, which is always an advan- 
tage to the buyer. But what is the case now ? You are 
suffered to go to the colony market of Etigland^ which is the 
English miarket in effect, and which is therefore her advan* 
tage ; but, you give up this for all other, and some better 
markets, which is your advantage. Instead of its being an 
enlargement, therefore, this is more properly a restriction ; 
and instead of Engjand's granting you a boon in this matter, 
it is you that gave her a monoply. Now, a monopoly is so 
much against the giver, and so much in favour of the obtainer 
of it, that no nation in its senses ever gives it to another. — 
And if a part of an empire gives it to the head, it cannot be 
on a principle of trade, because a principle of trade is a 
principle of gain, whereas this is 4 principle of loss. On 
what principle alone can it be given ? On a principle of em- 
pire. That is to say, in other words, it is a tax or a tribute, 
' and that of the heaviest nature ; but, if you wete to pay^for 
it in taxes, besides paying for it by monopoly, it would be 
absurd to pay for it more than it was worth. Now take the 
whole West India commerce, take the utmost proportion of , 
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that commerce that could ever fall to youp lot, take the 
utmost proportion of clear profit that can be supposed to 
accrue from that quantity of trade, and then take the utmost 
proportion of what clear profit that can be afforded to re?e- 
nue, and I say it would never amount to that sum which 
you have agreed to pay on the instant for the contingency of 
this direct trade, with this additional absurdity, that if you 
should not be able to establish it, these additional duties 
will be equally payable upon your old circuitous trade, which 
before was free from them. Will you trust negociation again f 
This arrangement cannot be justified on any commercial prin- 
ciple. Was any constitutional advantage obtained by it? Far 
from it : the very principle of the arrangement is hostile to the 
constitution; it gives to the British parliament a virtual 
' power of taxing you ; for what is the principle of it ? That 
when England taxes a colony produce, you must tax it 
equally or give up the trade. Thui this arrangement leaves 
both your trade and your money at the mercy of the ministry 
and parliament of England. Combine this with another law of 
the same period, the mutiny bill, therefore, and see what the 
result of both is. You complained that the British parliament 
should make even a twelve-months law for your army ; and 
what did you do to remedy it ? You made an act, that she 
should do it for ever. The two greatest powers in the 
management of human concerns, are the power of the purse, 
and the power of the sword. You did by these two laws, 
for so much delegate away both of these great powers from 
yourselves to the British parliament ; that is to saj, in the 
very moment that you talked of recovering your own autho- 
rity, and denying that of the British legislature, you did every 
thing you could to strengthen the power of that parliament 
which you meant to overthrow, and to weaken the power of 
that parliament which you meant to establish. I do not 
speak these things in order to say what is disagreeable to any 
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man living; much less to say any thing disagreeable to that 
body, in defence of whose privileges I have lived these two 
and twenty years, and in defence of whose privileges I will 
die. I speak them from a deep conviction of their necessity. 
You see how you have been negociated out of every thing, 
and how dangerous it is to negociate again. You see how 
dangerous it is to exult too soon, or to imagine that any thing 
of this kind is done, while any thing remains undone. You 
see what a miserable end was made of Lord Buckingham's 
last session of parliament, though it began with so much 
splendour ; and as a part of this session has trod the steps of 
its glory, I would warn the conclusion of it against the steps 
of its decline. To put a stop, therefore, to the danger of 
negociation, and to accelerate the safety of an immediate re- 
peal, and of a final renunciation, I move the resolution I 
have before stated to you. 



Second Renunciation Speech of Mr. Flood. 

IJtfter the debate in which the preceding speech was deli- 
vered, an act was passed hy the British Parliament to allow 
the importation of sugars from St. Christopher's, S^c. into 
any of the ports of his Majesty's dominions. This expression 
was supposed to include Ireland, which renewed the previous 
argument and ^occasioned this second speech from Mr. Flood, 
in support and reiteration of his former opinions.'] 



THE honourable gentleman says, that giving up the final 
judicature is a decisive, proof of sincerity in the British par- 
liament, because^ it cannot be supposed, that bur final ju- 
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dicature would carry British laws into execution ; but how 
far does this reasoning go ? It shews, indeed, that they think 
the spirit of this country is so unanimous on this subject at 
present, as that nobody will appeal to their judicature ; or 
that if any person should appeal, that the decree would be 
resisted and baffled in the execution of it. I'hey therefore 
very wisely determine to give up what it is impossible to re- 
tain; but though this may extend (us long as the present 
spirit continues) to internal final judicature, and to internal 
legislation, yet it does not at all extend to external legisla- 
tion, or to the final judicature proper to that species of le- 
gislation. Now, what is external legislation? It is that 
species of legislation which Mr. Fox expressly specifies and 
asserts, and which not one British member controverted; 
that is, in other words, it is the whole of commercial and 
marine legislation. Now what is the final judicature in thatf 
It is the British fleet. Witness what happened in this king- 
dom the other day. The spirit of the country was such, 
that the commissioners dared not refuse a clearance to a 
vessel, though freighted with goods prohibited by British 
acts of parliament ; but though the vessel had her clearance, 
she could not sail ; and why ? Because the Stag frigate was 
in the bay, ready to seize and to confiscate. The honpura- 
ble gentleman knows the story to be true, and has quoted the 
fact himself within these walls. Now, this maritime or ex- 
ternal legislation, and this final judicature of the Stag frWaie, 
is a thing which nothing can reach but a formal renunciation 
of the right on the part of Great Britain. Is this a situation 
in which an able general would leave an army ; or in which 
a wise patriot will leave his country ? Certainly not. The 
honourable member has said, the royal word is as firm as a 
parliamentary renunciation. Does not the honourable gen- 
tleman know that the words of the king are the words of the 
minister, in all constitutional and parliamentary considera- 
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tiou. How often, in his short experience, has he known 
that security fail ? Did it give us a judge's bill in Lord 
Townshend's time ? Did it keep twelve thousand men in the 
kingdom ever since? Has it secured oeconomy to us, so 
often promised, and not yet arrived ? I will not multiply 
instances. Now these are cases where the most express 
words were used in the speech from the throne, which is the 
speech of the minister, and not of the king. In this case, is 
there any express mention of renunciation ? No such thing. 
Now, if express words have failed, why may not words fail 
that are not express ? Again I ask, will any man pretend to 
affirm, tUat the declaration of the king can be equal in force 
to an act of legislature ? No man in his senses can believe 
it to be so. In the American question what was the doc- 
trine ? 1 hat if the king wished it ever so much, yet it was 
not in his power to give up the power of the British parlia- 
ment. Did the king ever attempt to make the smallest re- 
laxation, without an act of legislature to authorize it ? I 
ask the honourable member, whether the king, by a declara- 
tion to the British parliament, could give up any of the rights 
or pretensions of the Irish legislature ? 1 am sure he will 
answer. No. Then, by what rule, I ask, can apy declaration 
of the king to us, give up or cancel any pretension of the 
British parliament ? What authority on earth can be so 
perfectly adequate to it, as that of the parliament of Great 
Britain itself? But the honourable member would not 
accept a great charter, he says, from the British parliament, 
so jealous he is of its authority; nor would I, provided it 
contained an assertion of its legislature over us, because that 
would be nominally a great charter, but really a defeazance 
and a cancelment of our constitution. Now this is impliedly 
the case in an act merely and simply of repeal ; but if it con- 
tained a renunciation of all such authority, I would accept 
of it, because then it would indeed be a great charter ; for 



\ 



426 IRISH ELOQUENCE. 

what was the great charter of our early kings to their sub* 
jects ? Was it not, in fact, a renunciation of the usurpations 
of those kingSy and nothing more f It was not a donation, 
but a mere recognition of the rights of the subject; which 
recognition became necessary only in consequence of regal 
usurpations. Now I ask, did those kings, or any other part 
of mankind, ever think that renouncing those usurpations, 
diey re-establish them ? No man was ever so frantic as to 
suppose it. How then could a parallel renunciation by the 
British parliament have any tendency to legalize its usurpa- 
tion ? I will venture to say that a renunciation of ail right is 
the last method that the British parhament will think of 
taking by way of ^establishing her authority over Ireland. — 
And why ? Because it is the most effectual method on earth 
of defeating it : The sound of an English act of parliament 
ought not to frighten us out of the sense of it. If the sound 
of it could be destructive to us, an act of repeal would be as 
noxious as an act of renunciation ; and if the sense of it can 
be salutary, it is by its being an act of renunciation ; any 
other act may be an exercise of legislation over us, but an 
act of renunciation cannot be so. 

The honourable member said, that I had thought on a 
particular subject till it had become my weakness ; may not 
the remark become applicable to himself? For surely if his 
zeal on this subject had not outgone even his judgment, great 
as that is, he would not use arguments on this occasion, 
which on any oth^r he would reprobate from the lips of any 
servant of the crown ; he would not call a British act of 
parliament including Ireland, a clerical error ; he would not 
say that a speech from the throne is equal to an act of par- 
liament ; that a British act of repeal is a safe exertion of her 
power towards us, but that an act of renunciation would not 
be so ; he would not say that a renunciation would be a 
better security, and yet that a repeal is suiScient, in a case 
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where no security can be too great, and in which scarce any 
is adequate ; he would not say that good faith is equal to 
legal security ; or that legal security, with the addition of 
good faith, is not better than the latter is alone. 

It is not pleasant to me to differ with the honourable 
member, but in this case it is unavoidable ; it is one of those 
cases in which I feel inyself impelled by so strong a duty, 
that nothing personal either to myself or to others can 
controul me ; and I feel it the more my duty to speak out on 
this occeision, because I have never ceased to repent my 
having not done so in lord Buckingham's administration, 
with respect to the word foreign^ which was then inserted 
in our resolutions ; I will not say with evil design, but cer 
tainly with evil example. I differed with the honourable 
member, and others whom I much respected, with regard to 
that expression. I disapproved of it in the strongest terms 
in private conference ; they did not perhaps approve, but 
they did not disapprove of it, and therefore it passed without 
notice. Since, however, it has been felt, and the objection 
which the honourable member has this day made to the 
British act, which he has quoted, is, that it seems to assume 
a power over our foreign trade. Now this is the very prin- 
ciple on which I objected then to the word foreign^ though 
I was not at that time supported in it ; with this omen, 
therefore, that I may sometimes differ with the honourable 
member, and not be always in an error, I go on. The hon. 
member says, that we have the faith of nations to depend 
on. Now as to the faith of nations, I have this to say, that 
like every thing else, where it is the best thing that can be 
bad, it is good for that reason ; but where it is not the best 
tbing that can be had, it is for the same reason not good : 
What follows ? That it is good between unconnected nations, 
because there is nothing stronger between them (except force) 
but it is Dot good between countries connected by civil go** 
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vernment, because there is something stronger there^ and 
that is legal security : but what does the faith of nations be- 
tween unconnected kingdoms amount to, I ask ? To what! 
But a perpetual warfare, and an everlasting appeal to 
Heaven, as it is called^ by a peculiar and a very barbarous 
profanation. In short, what is a state of dependence on 
good faith, other than a state of nature, which though not a 
state of war, is yet so liable to it, that it is to avoid its dis- 
orders, that we have yielded to the incumbrances of govern- 
ment. Each of these conditions has some disadvantages : 
but it would be utterly absurd to retain the disadvantages of 
both. If we will submit to the iiisecurity of mere good faith, 
let us be freed from the burden of government ; but if Me 
are to have the burden of government, let us take care to 
have also its security. Look at England, has she trusted to 
the good faith of Ireland, that Ireland will never desire any 
other sovereign, than the monarch that sits upon the British 
throne ? No, she has got a perpetual Irish law to put it out 
of doubt. Has England trusted to the good faith of Ireland, 
that our parliament should never pass a law disagreeable or 
disadvantageous to English government? No, she has got a 
perpetual Irish law to make it impossible. Does any man 
think she acted unwisely or illiberally in doing so ? No man 
can think so. How then can it be unwise or illiberal in us 
to desire a legal security in this point, upon which all other 
legal security depends ? The good faith of Ireland is equal 
to that of any country in the world ; and if her good faith 
was not a sufficient security to England, with the British 
superiority of power to support it, how can good faith be a 
sufficient security to us in our inferiority ? When the stamp 
act was repealed, and the declaratory act passed as to 
America, America was told that it was a sacrifice to British 
pride, and that it never would be exercised. But bow long 
was it before it was exe/'cised ? Is ihere a man io England 



^ thai wonid aak America now to be content with the bare 

repeal of (hat declaratory law .' Then why should he aak 

^. it of Ireland P Ireland had a parliamentary constitution, the 

same as that of England, with an hereditary aud ennobled 

branch of legislature, invested with final judicature, above 

J three hundred years before any colony in America had a 

name : those colonies have had popular assemblies, it is true, 

but not parliaments consisting of King, Lords, and Com- 

mous, with all the powers belonging to them. The final 

judicature of America was never to any of the orders of her 

provincial assemblies, nor to the House of Lords of Great 

Britain, but to the British Privy Council. Ireland is at this 

day, as to the legislative claim of the British parliament 

sunk to a level with the colonies of America ; but though she 

is inargumentatively depressed to that level, where the parallel 

is injurious to her, she is not lifted up to that level where 

the parallel would be advantageous. For instance, England 

says, that constitutionally she has a right to make laws for 

Ireland, as well as for the American provinces ; but when the 

declaratory law is to be given up as to troth, as imple repeal 

' is enough for Ireland, whilst an express and a final renun- 

■ elation is offered to Anieric?. This difference can have no 

' foundation in equity or in reason, it can therefore only be 

^' grounded on a difference of situation ; that is to say that £ng- 

"^ land is obliged to relinquish more to America than she is 

"* compelled to surrender to Ireland, and that neither England 

■' nor any other nation ever relinquished any authority they could 

^ retain: now I do not blame England for this, because it is 

■^ the nature of men, but I blame Ireland, if she does not see 

'^ ■ it, aud if she does not know therefore that nothing is relin- 

9 quished, that is not renounced. I have as great an opinion 

? of the good faith of England as any man, and therefore 

•^ I 'widi to have it solemnly pledged. Now a bare repeal, I 

^ smy, does not ple(^e her good faith never to exercise the 
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power, because it is not a renunciation of it ; it is therefore 
that I desire a renunciation. And why ? Because a renun- 
ciation willy in the first place^ give all the legal security 
that the cause is capable of; and because, in the next place, 
it will pledge the good faith of Great Britain expressly, 
' and when it is expressly pledged, I shall be ready to confide 
in it. A positive promise is, in every case in the world, 
more to be depended on than a constructive one> and the 
greater the honour of the nation that makes it, the more it is 
to be confided in, and the more it is to be sought ; but a 
simple repeal is not even a constructive promise. Why is it 
that in all treaties between unconnected nations, the utmost 
care is taken to use the most explicit terms ? It is not because 
the most explicit terms may not be violated, but it is because 
the violation of them is highly dishonourable, and highly 
dangerous to the state that is guilty of it. If, after the con- 
duct that Ireland has ever held to Great Britain, England 
should formally renounce her legislative pretension now, 
and afterwards should attempt to resume it, her own act of 
parliament would be her condemnation all over Europe; 
every cabinet on the continent would exclaim against her 
baseness, and would think themselves authorised to assist 
the oppressed subjects, whom her own act would prove not 
to be rebels. Every roan on every side, and of every des- 
cription, equally confesses that a renunciation is necessary. 
The hon. gentleman himself, and every other man who is 
content with a simple repeal, profess . that they are so, only 
because they consider a repeal as being a renunciation; 
now this is unanswerable, a renunciation is certainly a renun- 
ciation ; nobody can deny that ; but a simple repeal may not 
b^ so ; one therefore is certain, and the other at best is un- 
certain. Which shall 1 prefer in a case of this consequeBce f 
But this is not all,*— a repeal of a declaratory law not only 
may not be a renunciation of its prioc^le, but I oauntaiD 
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that it certaioly is not so ; in this I am so clear, I stake my 
„ character with you for common sense upon the subject. In 
, this I am so clear, that my motion shall be an appeal to the 
nine''^ ju<^ges of Ireland^ and if you please, to the twelve 
judges of England also, upon the point. I have appealed 
to all the great lawyers in the house, and every one of them^ 
has confessed, that a repeal of a declaratory law, is not a 
renunciation of the legal principle. Two only have attempted 
this evasion ; they say that in this case, there was no colour nor 
principle of law at the bottom of the act, and that therefore 
when the act is removed, nothing can remain ; now this is 
very well on one side of the water, but it is totally false on 
the other : here we say there was no colour nor principle of 
law at the bottom of that act, but in l^ngland they assert the 
very contrary. In England therefore they will have a right 
to say, that after the repeal, the principle will remain; 
what we may say here will not avail to our security, unless 
England can be got to concur with us. If England indeed 
will renounce the principle as we do, the repeal may be 
suflScient ; that is to say, a repeal with a renunciation by 
England will be sufficient ; but a repeal without such a rfh> 
nunciation will not be sufficient : it is but three days ago, 
that the honourable gentlemen thought a repeal inadequate, 
and therefore declared an intention to bring in a declaratory 
Irish law, in order to have the great seals of both kingdoms 
affixed to the recognition of our constitution. What has 
happened since to render such an intention less necessary ? 
Nothing has been mentioned to diminish the necessity ; but 
some men are found to argue, that our address has bound 
us to a simple repeal. Now, first I say, that if such an 
error had been committed in the address, it would be hard 



* At tbU time the Coorts of Exchequer, King's Bench, and Common 
Pleas, it| Ireland, liad each bat three judges. 
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that the constitution of a great nation should be irrevocably 
tied to the diction of an individual ; but I utterly deny the 
fact ; — I desire the words of the address to be pointed oul 
that mention a simple repeal of that act as adequate to 
our views ; and as no such words can be pointed out, I 
will mention words in it that prove the contrary. The grieV' 
ances as to this point stated by the address as necessary to be 
redressed are, not that act alone, but that act and the claims of 
it : now the repeal may take away the act, but nothing except 
a renunciation can take away the claims. The claim istbe 
claim of right, or the legal principle either real or assumed. 
The simple repeal takes away the declaration only, hot 
leaves behind the claim or legal pretension. I say, therefore, 
that the address is full to the purpose, and that we miscon- 
strue that address before we can forfeit our constitutioo ; 
clear, however, as these things are, I will not affirm that a 
majority will instantly accede to them, but this I know, that 
majorities can sometimes err, and that majorities can some- 
times change their opinion. What was the first feature of 
this session of parliament ? A triumphant majority in sup- 
port of lord Carlisle, against any redress of our injuries in 
Portugal. — What followed ? The honourable member pro- 
posed an alteration of the perpetual mutiny bill. A rank 
majority opposed him. — I attempted it in another form ; a 
rank majority opposed any reformation of it ; it was factioo 
in one> it was disappointed ambition in another ; in both it 
was anything but truth and the constitution. What was the 
' cry of the parasites of the castle ? The sugar bill and the 
mutiny law were such acquisitions to this country, they said, 
that Ireland had nothing to redress, and that nothing but in- 
dustry in her people, and gratitude in her parliament, could 
now become her. Was not this gabble held, and was it not 
even popular for a time ^ I brought forward, notwithstand- 
ing, a vindication of your privileges against the manifold 
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perversions of the law of Poynings : and what did I ask for 
you i Not implicit^ to adopt the sentiments and words of 
aay individual, but to appoint a committee of yourselves to 
examine the authorities I had produced in your behalf, that 
if I had erred in fact, or in inference, you might not be mis- 
led ; and that if I had not, you might benefit by the proofs, 
and perpetuate the decaying evidences of your constitution. 
Yet even such a committee was denied, not to one, but to 
the parliament and to the nation. The hon. member then 
brought forward in the form of an address, an assertion of 
your exclusive legislature ; a huge majority opposed the re- 
ception of it. I brought it on again by a resolution then 
simple, that you yourselves were the only representatives of 
the people ; a huge majority refused to affirm it ; these reit- 
erated defeats struck like thunder upon the hearts of the peo- 
ple, and in these decided and stupendous majorities, they 
thought they saw the death of the constitution. A voice 
from America shouted to liberty, the echo of it caught 
your people as it passed along the Atlantic, and they 
renewed the voice 'till it reverberated here. What fol- 
lowed i Ail the propositions that had been separately 
reprobated were now collectively adopted ; the representa- 
tives of the people articulated at length the sense of their 
constituents. The case of Ireland originally stated by the great 
Molyneaux, and burned at the revolution by the parliament 
of England, is not now afraid of the fire ; it has risen from 
that phoenix urn, and with the flames of its cradle it illu- 
minates our isle ! What is the result ? It is now in your 
power, and I trust it will be in your wisdom to do final 
justice to the rights and intej^sts of your country ; for me^ I 
hope i have not been peculiarly wanting to them. At an 
early period of my life, on a question of embargo, in conse- 
quence of a proclamation founded on a British act of parr 
liament, I brought the criminal gaaette within these walls, 
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and at your bar I arraigned the delinquent. The House was 
alarmed, and I withdrew my question^ on th^ proclamation's 
being withdrawn. If you ask why I did not pursue it to a 
formal declaration of right ? I answer, for I wish to bie an- 
swerable to you for every part of my life ; I answer that the 
time was not ripe for it. The first spring of the constitution 
is the elective power of the people, till that was reinforced 
by limiting the duration of parliaments, little could be done.* 
The people wanted constitutional privilege ; till the fabric 
of usurpation, founded on the law of Poynings^ had been 
been shaken to its foundation, little could be done ; the par- 
liament wanted conscious dignity till the people were armed ; 
every thing ^could not be done; the nation wanted military 
power. These were necessary antecedents. The public mind 
wanted much cultivation. The seed, too, was necessary to be 
sown, and if I have not been wanting to the preparations of 
the soil, may I not be permitted to watch over the harvest? 
To that harvest too, as well as to every other, a prosperous 
season was necessary, and that season presented itself in the 
American war. — When, therefore, the honourable member, 
in the sunshine of that season, and of his own abilities, 
brought forward, a declaration of rights in lord Bucking- 
ham's government, after that administration had amended his 
proposition for the purpose of defeating it, T stepped for- 
ward, in office as I was, and at the hazard of that office, and 
rescued the principle from the disgrace of a postponement, 
or from the ruin of rejection. In this session, too, I hope 
that my humble efforts have not been peculiarly w anting. — 
In ability I will yield to many, in zeal to none ; and, if I 
have not served the public cau^ more than many men, this 
at least I may say, I have sacrificed as much to it. Do you 



» Till 1768 the Irish parliaments were for the life of the king. The 
octennial act then passed. 
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repent of that sacrifice^ if I am asked \ 1 answer no. Who 
could repent of a sacrifice to truth and honour^ to a country 
that he loves, and to a country that is grateful ? Do you 
repent of it ? No. But I should not rejoice in it, if it were 
only to be attended with a private deprivation, and not to be 
accompanied by all its gains \o my country. I have a peculiar 
right, therefore, to be solicitous and ardent about the issue 
of it, and no man shall stop me in my progress. 

Were the voice with which I utter this, the last effort of 
an expiring nature ; were the accent which conveys it to you, 
the breath that was to waft me to that grave to which we all 
tend, and to which my footsteps rapidly accelerate, I would 
go on ; I would make my exit by a loud demand of your 
rights ; and I call upon the God of truth and liberty who has 
often favoured you, and who has of late looked down upon 
you with such a peculiar grace and glory of protection, to con- 
titiue to you his inspirings — to crown you with the spirit of 
his completion, and to assist you against the errors of those 
that are honest, as well as against the machinations of all 
that are not so. 

' I will now move you. That the opinion of all the judges 
be desired on the following question : '^ Does the repeal of 
the declaratory act amount, in legal construction, to a repeal 
or renunciation of the legal principle on which the declara- 
tory act grounded itself?" 
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